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Decision No. 

BEFORE TEE 'PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Ma.tter ot the Application or ) 
LOS ANGELES TRANSIT LINES tor author1ty ) 
to make certain changes 1n system and ) 
routing to prov'ide tor one-way traffic ) 
operation on Eighth and Ninth Stroet: in ) Application No. 31119 
the central area or Los Angeles, tor ex-) ae Amended 
tension of service on West Third Street ) 
from La Brea to Fairfax Avenue, tor sub- ) 
st~tut1on of trackless trolley and motor ) 
coach operation for certain rail operat1on ) 
and tor reroutin~ of certain roil and ) 
motor coach service. ) 
L~ the Matter or the App11c~tion or 
'PACIFIC ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPA~"'Y, a cor­
poration, tor an In Lieu Certificate of 
~blie Convenience and Necessity to ro­
~oilte its W11sh1re Boulevard Line in tho 
City or Lo~ Angeles. 

) 
) 
) Application No. 311$8 
) ns A~ndod 
) 

Max Eddy Utt ano Stanley M. Lan~m, tor Los Angeles 
Transit Lines. applicant in Application No. 31119; E. D. Yeomllns, 
tor Pacific Electric Railway Company, applicant in Application 
No. 311$8; Thomas V. Tarbot, tor the Board of Public Utilities 
and Trnnsportat1on, City of Los Angeles, interested party; 
Mark Mullin, tor the Metropolitan tite Insurance Company, inter­
ested party; ~'Va1ter Bagedohm, tor th.e Gro.mercy Place property 
owners, pr<>testant. 

o PIN ION --- .... -~--

By App11cation No. 31119, a::; a.''Il.enced. I.os Angeles Transit 

tines seeks authority to make certa,in ehan~es 1n 1ts operations,. 

as follows: 

(1) R~route it3 Wilshire Boulevard motor coach line No. 82. 

presently opero.t1ng on Eighth Stroet between Union AvenUe :lnd Olive 

Street, so tho.t this portion of the line would be operated via 

W110hire Boulevard. Hope Street, and Seventh Stree't. 

(2) Replace the portion of the fTN" ra11l1ne presently opera~­

ing on Spring Street nnd Ninth Street to Vermont Avenue by extend-

1ng a portion or the service of the North Figueroa Street motor 
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coach line No. 25 so as to operate westbound on Eighth Street to 

Witmer Street, thence via Witmer Street and Ninth Street to Vermont 

Avenue, and return via Ninth Street to Spring Street. Other than 

this, the route ot the No. 25 motor coach line will be as des,ericed 

in Decision No. 41295, as ~ub3e~uently ~end¢d by Decision No~ 

42118. 

(3) Replace that portion ot the "!;" rD.1l line prosently 

operating on Eighth Street between Vermont Avenue and Weste~n 

Avenue by extending a portion ot the "s" rail line service south­

erly on Vemont Avenue to Eighth Street, thence over Eighth ',$,treet, 

to Western Avenue .. 

(4) Replace the portion ot the "s" rail 'line presently 

opersting on Third Street between Larchmont Boulevard and La Brea 

Avenue 'by extend1ne; the No .. 3 trolley coach. line from its' pre3ent 

terminal to Fairfax Avenue via. Wilton Place and Third Street .. 

(S) Replace the portion ot the nS" rail lino pro:lently' 

operating on Third Street and Lar~ont Boulevard between Vermont 

Avenue and Melrose Avenue by rerouting the "R" rail line so as to 

oper~te over the zame stroets. 

(6) Repla.ce the portion ot the "R" rail line presently 

operating on Vermont Avenue between Third S,treet and First Street 

by rerouting a. J?ortion or the "s" ra1l line .. • . 
By Application :~o • .31158, as amended, Pacific Electric 

Railway Compa.ny seeks a.uthority to reroute its Wilsh1re Bouleva.rd 

motor coa.ch line presently operating on Eighth Street ~etween 

Union Avenue and Olive Street so that this portion 0: the line 

would be opcrnted via. Wilshire Bouleva.rd, Hope Street, and Seventh 

Street. 
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Hearing in the two :matters was held in Los ~eles on 

April 24, 19$0, at whie.."l. time, by stipulation, they v/ere c.on­

so11o.ated for the purpose of" hearing a.s well as f"or decision. 

At the hearing, testfmony was presented to show that 

the proposed changes involving rail and motor coacn operations 

of both applicants on Eighth and N1nth Streets are required 1n 

order that the plan tor one-wa.y traff1c on these streets may be 

accomplished. The City ot Los Angeles and the Sta.te of California, 

through the Division of Highways, have entered into contracts tor 

the construction of the Harbor Parkway, which will requ1re such 

one-way operat1on, and construction or the Harbor Parkway a.s. tar 

south as Olympic Boulevard is under contract and in progress. 

The ~rinc1pal Tratfic Engineer for the City of Los Angeles testi­

ried that the establishment of one-way traft1c would be progressive 

and that. the tirst steps would 'be taken as soon as some ot the 

changes proposed in the present proceed~ could be authorized 

~~d placed in effect. O~er witnesses testified that tho pro-
. . . 

pos~d rerouting of the Wilshire Boulevard lines or both appli­

cants would provide a much-needed service along Wilshire Boulevard 

between tlle downtown district of Los Angeles and Union Stroet- and 

that the more direct route would result in a reduction 1nrunn1ng 

time or appx'oxima.tely three minutes. There is no pu'blic trans­

portation presently eXisting along this section or·Wilshire 

Bouleva.rd. 

The original applications of both appliellnts proposed 

'the rerouting of the Wilshire Bouleva.rd lines via Wilshire BOUlevard, 

Grand Avenue, and Seventh S·treet. Upon the ba~is ot testimony 'by 

the. Principal Traf!'1 c Engineor of the City or Los Angel es ond 
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further consideration of more favorable operating conditions from 

the public's, as well as the companies'. standpo1nt, both a.ppli-, 

cants, during tho course or the hearing, verbally amended their 

applications(l) so that the operation between Wilshire Boulevard 

and Seventh Streot would be via Hope Street rather than Grand, 

Avenue. 

That port1o~ of the route from the intersection or 

'~~ilshire Boulevard and Hope Street into and thro-ugh the downtow.n 

area provides tor piCkup and distribution ot passengers ~~d nnkes 

it possible to turn the coaChes tor the return trip. It appears 

to us that almost any combination ot streets in tho general area 

will provide reasonable service to the passengers and that the 

streets over which the eoaches must be operated in order to ~e 

the turn is largely e. mD.ttor which should be decided by the Street 

Traffic Department, in conjunction with the Board or Public Utili­

ties and Transportation of the City of Los Angeles. Further, than' 

this, it appears entirely likely that there will be Changes in 

this portion of the routing from time to time, ma.de necessary by 

:-eaSOn or chllr.ged traffic conditions or other factors, and that 

the applicants should be in position to mnke these enanges upon 

instruct10ns from the Street Traffic Depnrtrnent or the Board of 

~Qlic Utilities or the City of Los An~eles rather than be1ng 

re~uired to file formal application with the Commission. SuCh 

being the case, the order whiCh ~ollows will authorize the . 

(1) Subseq,uent to the hearing, vwTitten amendmont3 were filed • 
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extension or tho two Wilshire Boulevard motor coach lines to the 

1nter~oction of Wilshire Boulevard ~nd Grand Avenue, with tho 

privilege of turning the coaches in sny two-olock area contiguous 

to that 1ntersection. 

No proto$t developed at the hear1ng with regard to the 

pro:posed change in routing of: the two Wilshire Boulevard lines. 

It a.ppellrs that the changes are essential to the City' 3 pla.r.s 

tor one-way traffic on Eighth and. N:tnth Stroet.s, that they \1111 

orrer a minimum ot inconvenience to the present patron3 of the 

lines involved, and will provide a needed ~erV1ce along W113h.1re 

BoUlevard between Union Avenue and the central business district· 

of the City. 

With regard to the changes proposed 'by Los Angele~ 

Transit tines along Third Street, \Vitne~ses testified as to the 

need far serVice through this area to serve the residential devel­

opment adjacent to Third Street ootween La Bree. and Fairfax Avenues, 

known as parklabrea, now under construction by the Metropolitan 

Life Ins'I.U'ance Company. It was stated that when the eighteen. 

13-story apartmont buildings are completed lator this year, the 

project will have in e.xces3 or 4,000 apartments, w1th a.n e$t1mated 

population of 11,000 persons. It was further testified th~t ex­

tension of passenger· operations to Fairfax Avenue would serve n 

rapidly developing business district and rocrea.t1on area 1:n the 

vicinity or Third Street and Fairfax Avenue. All ·n1tno3se3 were 

ot the opinion that further benefits would be gained oy roplacing 

the n:noisy" stre.etcars, now operating along Third street west· or 
vlLarc."'l:!no:c.t ~ulevarcl, VIi th rubber-tired vehicles. -
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As previouslr stated, applicant proposes to serve the 

area by extending its No. .3 trolley coach line and, 1n addition, 

asks for a. eert1ticate of public convenience ane necessity for 

motor coaCh operation over the identical route. SuCh a cert1fi­

catei:3. necessary in order that motor coachos may supplement the 

trolley coaCh operation during hours or peak travel and on any 

other occasions as might be necessary. 

A witness for applicant, Los Angeles Transit Lines, 

to~tir1ed that replacement of the "S" rail line wost of vermont 

Avenue by an extension of tho ttR" rail line would otfer a. further 

1Jnprovement in service to the area, a3 the "R"' rail line is oper­

ated entirely with modern ?C.C. type cars. This witness turther, 

testified that passenger traffic reQuirements would not warrant 

the operation or all serviee to the terminal of the line a.t 

Melrose Avenue and for that reason it was proposed to turn back 

approXi:ca tely one-half of the service, during both peak and base 

periods, at a neVi turnaroune loop' to be constructed in the vicinity 

or Gramercy Place. Applicant's witness expressed the opinion that 

because of the heavy volumo of veh1eultlr tratti'c on Third Street, 

any proposal to turn, the cars by use of presont facilities whieh 

would reQuire back-up movements into street traffic would be en­

t1roly unsatistactory. This same witness 1ndicated that the ex­

pense of constructing a loop to turn the single-ended P· •. C. C. car:l 

can be justified from the standpoint or reduction in, accident 

hazard and traffic interference. 

A witness representing res1dent:t along the propo·sod 

turnaround loop on Gramercy Place and Fourth Street testified in 

objection to such an operation on the grounds that it would s.et 
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up unnecessary hazards and disturb the peace and Quiet or an old 

and well-established residential neighborhood .. Other 'than th1s, 

there were no objections to any portion or the ,proposed cnanges 
\ 

and extensions.. Turning back service at Gramercy Pla.ce, or at 

any other point along applicant's routes, 13 strictly an operating 

problem of the company. 'i\'here tho turn'backs are ms.de and the 

method followed depond upon traffic charaeterist1cs of the 110e 

and should be adjudicat~d between tho operating company and the 

traffic and transportation represontative3 or the City. The 

order herein will therefore make no determination as to whether 

or not the turn should be ~de. via the proposed loop on Gra~rey 

Plaee or via existing facilities on Third Street and private right 

o'! way immediately to the south thereof, between Gramercy Plo.ce 

and Wilton ?la ce • 

A witness tor applicant, Los Angeles Transit Lines, 

t~~st1fied thllt the proposed changes would add approx1ma.tely 83,000 

vGbicle m11es annually to present operations; that an additional 

10 trolley coaches and siX motor coaches would be operated; and 

thnt 31 or the old wooden-bodied streetcars would 'be retired. 

To eompensa.te for fJI).y added operating expense, th.is witness ex­

pressed the opinion that some additionnl revenue would accrue 

t~om the proposed extensions or sorv1ce along Wilshire Boulevard 

and Third Streot.. It was estima tod thllt ele ... ctrical overhead 

facilities in connoction with the extension or the No. 3 trolley 

cO:lch line would co,st approxima tel,. ~$2 ,000 and the cost to con­

struct the turnaround loop at Gramercy Place would be somewhat 

less than $20,000. 
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As the result ot the changes proposed by, Los Angeles 

Transit Lines, as set forth above, traCkage and facilities in 

~inth Street betwe~n Spring Streot and Vermont Avenue and in 

Third Street between Larchmont Boulevard and La Braa Avenue ,will 

no longer be necessary or reQuired. Applicant seeks authority 

herein to abundon said traCkage and faci11ties, w1th no require­

ment for physical,removal at this time. It is proposed to nego­

tiate with the City of Los ~eles tor the d1spos1t1onot these 

fac1lities without the necessity of removal or ropaving. Appli­

cant states that considerable loss and expense will be sustained 

as n rosult or abandonments herein proposed, 'because of ret1re-' 

~nt of nondeprec1able way and structures and pay,ments to be made 

in lieu ot removal and dismantl1n~ or tracks and related structures. 

Accordingly, appli cant reQ,uests authority to charge these losses 

and ex~enses to a suspense account and amortize such losses and 

expenses over n period of 60 months, at the same time crediting 

tax saving resulting from the retirements to a suspense acco\Ult 

~d ~ort1zing that item concurrently with the amort1zation or 

the expense, all as set !'Qrth 1n Exh1b it "c" attached to' 'the 

application. This portion of the proposal does "not appear 'to 

'be adverse to tho public interest and will be appro,ved tor ac-

counting purposes only. 

No chsnges in tares will result from the execution of 

the plan proposed heroin. 

U~on this record~ we tind that public convenience and 

necessity reQuire that Los ~eles Trans1t Line3 be authorized to 

(a) a.bandon 3ervice upon rail line "N" and the portion 
or rail line "S" west of Larchmont Boulevard; 

.. 8 .. 



A?s. 31119 & 31158 - go 

(b) reroute rail lines "R" and "S" a.nd motor coach. 
line No. 82; 

(c) extend motor coaCh line No. 25 and trolley coaCh 
line No.3; and 

Cd) enter into an agreement with the City or Los 
Anf;.eles, as descr1b"d here in, covering the dis ... 
position 01' tracks and facilities alone the 
route~ proposed tor a.bandonment, 

and that Pacific Electr1c Railway Company be authorized to reroute 

its Wilshire Boulevard motor coach l1ne. 

ORDER - _ ... - .... 

A public heari~ haVing been had 10 tho above-entitled 

proceeding, the matters having aeen duly submitted, and the Com~ 

~$sion having tound,thQt public convenience and necessity so· 

reQuire, 

IT IS ORDERED too t 
I 

(A) . A certi1'icate or public convenience and neco5s1ty 13 

heroby granted to Los An..~eles Transit Lines, authorizing the es­

tablishment and op~ration of service as a passenger stage eor­

!)orotion, as derined in Section 2t of the Public Utilities Act, 

for the t~ansportation of passengers 1n.and about the Los Angeles 

Metropolitan Area, as an extension and enl~rgement,01' and to be 

consolidated with applicant's present pass¢n~er stege operative 

rights. 

(B) !n providing service pursuant to the eertitieo.te here'1n 

granted, Los Angelos Transit Lines shall comply with and observe 

the following servicere~lations: 
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(1) Applicant shall ~i1e n written ncceptance o~ the 
certificate herein granted within a period of not 
to exceed thirty (30) days from the et~octive date 
hereof. " 

(2) Within sixty (60) day:!! from tho effective da.te 
hereot, and on not less than tive (5) day$~ notice 
to the Commission and the public, applicant shall 
establish the service herein authorized and comply 
with the prov1sio~ ot Genoral Order No. 79 and 
Part IV of General Order No. 93-A by tiling in 
triplicate, and con~rrently making ettective, 
appropriate tnritts sod t1metable~. " 

(3) 

(a) 

Sub je ct to the a.uthori ty ot this Commission to" 
change or modify such a t any time, the following 
changes in or addi t10ns to prev10usly described 
routes are hereby authorized: 

Wilshire Boulevard Motor Coach Line No. 82 
(local only) 

~aragraph III(B)3(g) ot the order in Decision 
No. 42696, in Application No. ,30097, is hereby 
amended to read 9.$ tollows: 

(g) Wilshire Boulevard Motor Coach Line No. 82 
(local "only) 

Commencin~ at the intersection of Wilshire 
Bou1evard~and Fairfax Avenue, in the City 
ot Los Angeles, thence via W11shire Boulevard 
to Grand Avenue; returning via reverse ot the 
going route. 

(0) North Figueroa Street Motor Coll eh Line No. 2$ 

Decision No. 41295, in Application No. 28924 and 
Seventy-Fifth Suppl"emental Application "No. 19179,' 
a.s amended by Dec1s1on No. 42118, in"Application 
No. 29714, is hereby wmended by adding to 
Appendix "A" the .follow1ng: 

Along Eighth Street between Spring Street·nnd 
Wi tmer Street •. 

Along Witmer Street between Eighth Street and 
Ninth Street. 

Along Ninth Street between Spring Street and. 
Vermo:lt Avenue. 
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(c) West Sixth Street and Central Avenue Trolle Coach 
Line No.3 Supplements. motor .COA~~ o~ers.tion only) 

Decision No. 39917, in Application No. 27975 and 
73rd Supplemental Applicv.tion No. 19179, is hereby 
amended by adding to Appendix "A" the tollowing=-

Along Wilton Place between Sixth Street and 
Third. Street. 

Along Third Street between Wilton Place and 
Fairfax A venue. 

_ Appli cant my turn its motor veh1 cl~s at termini 
or 1ntermed.1ate pOints, at 1ntor:Joctions or by 
operat1n~ around a block contiguous to such inter­
section, in accoreance with local traffic regula­
tions; except that in the case or the Wilshire 
Bouleva.rd motor coach\ line No. 82 at the inter­
sect10n of '!lilsb.iro Boulevard and Grand Avenue 
applicant may turn its motor vehicles' b~ operating 
in either direction around two blocks cont1guo~ 
to such intersection. 

In all other respects Decisions Nos·. 42696, 4129.$, 
42118, nnd 39917, as amenoed, shall remain' in tull 
torce and effect. 

II 

The route description of tos Angelos Tran~1t tines' West 

Sixth Street and Central Avenue trolley coach line No., 3, as con­

ta.ined in Appondix "B" of Decision No .. 39917" is hereby 3Illended to 

include the following: 

Along Wilton Place between Fifth Stroet 
and Third Street. 

Along Third Street between Wilton Place 
ane Fairfax Avenue. 

Applicant may turn its trolley co~ehcs at termini 
or 1nter.Qediato pOints, either at intersections 
or by operating in either direction nround a 
block contiguous to such intersection. 

In all othor rezpocts DeciSion No. 39917 shall remain in 

full force and effect.· 

-11-



.. 

Aps. 31119 & 31158 - go 

III 

Los Angeles ~ransit Linos is horeb1 authorizod to abandon 

street rail operations over and along the following described 

routes: 

Ninth Stroot between Spring Stroet and 
Vermont Avenue. 

Third Streot between Lar~ont Boulevnrd 
and La Brea Avenue. 

Applic~nt is nlso authorized to e?ter 'into an agroeme~t 

with the Citr of Los Angeles in regard to the disposition of tracks 

and facilities as referred to in the torego1ng op1nion. 

IV 

Los Angeles Trnnsit Lines is h~reby authorized to d1s­

continue serv1ce on its West Ninth Street and Civic Center rail 

line "N" and to proVide substitute service therefor by extending 

the North Figueroa Str",et motor coach line No. 2$. as authorized 

herein and b1 rerouting a portion of the San Pedro and W~st Third 

Street rail line nS" along Vermont Avenue between Seventh Street 

and Eighth Street and. along Eighth Street be·tween Vermont Avenue 

~ne \~estern Avenue. 

V 

Los Anceles Transit Lines is hereb1 authorized to abandon 

passenger stage service over and along the following described 

routes, and the operative rights theretor nI"e hereby revoked and 

annulled: 

Along Union Avenue between Wilshire 
Boulevard and Eighth Street. 

Along Eighth Street between Union 
Avenue and Witmer Strec~. 
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VI 

tos An3eles Transit Lines is hereby authorized to reroute 

its ra.il line "Rtf so a.s to operate a.long Third ~treet between 

vermont Avonue and Larchmont Boulevard and along Larchmont Boule­

vard. 'between Third Streot and Melrose Avenue, and to reroute a " 

~ortion of its rail line "S" to operate along Vermont Avenue· 

between First Stroet ~~d Third street. 

VII 

tos A~geles Transit tines is hereby authorized to effect 

the accounting Io)ntries as set torth in Exhibit ~\B" a.ttached to the" 

application and as indicated in the t'orego1ng op1nion. 

VIII 

(A) A certificate of public convenience and necessity 13 

hereby granted to Pacific Electric Railway Company~ authorizing 

the establishment and opera.tion ot serVice as a passenger stage 

corporation, as defined in Section 2; of the Public Utilitios 

Act, tor the transportation or passengers along. Wilshire Boule­

vard 'betweoD Union Avenue and th.e downtown 'business distr1ct., as 

an extension and enlargement of and to 'be oonsolidated with a1'­

p11c~~t's present pa~$onger stage operative rights. 

(B) In providing service pursunnt to the certiticate herein 

gro.nted, Pacific Electric Railway Compa.ny shall comply with and 

observe the following service regulatiOns: 

(1) Applica.nt :shall til e a written acceptance of the 
certit1cnte herein granted within a period ¢tnot 
to exceed thirty (30) days from the ettective date 
hereof. 

(2) 1Hithin sixty (60) days .from the effective date 
hereof, ond on not less than f1 ve ($) do:.?',' notice 
to the Commission and the public, app11c3nt shall 

-13-



Aps. 31119 & 311$8 - go 

establish the service herein authorized and comply 
with the proyisions or General Order No. 79 and 
Part IV of Genero.l Order ~10. 93-A by riling in 
triplicate, and concurrently making effective, 
appropriate taritts a.nd timeta.bles .. 

<:~) Subject to the authority of this Commission to 
change or mod,11"y such at :my time, applicant shall 
conduct said pa~senger stage operations over and 
along the rollowing described routes: 

(8.) Wilshire Boulevard Motor Coach tine (express only) 

po.ragraph IV(B)3(c) or the order in Decision No .. 
42696, in Application No. 30097, is hereby amen~ed 
to road as follows: 

( c) Wilshire Boulevard Motor Coaen Line (express 
only) 

Commencing at the intersection 01' W11~h1re 
Boulevard and Second Stroet in the C1ty or 
Santa Monica, thence vi~ Second Street, 
Broadway, Ocean Avenue, and ~ilsh1re Boule­
vard to Grand Avenue in the City ot Los 
Angeles, returning via the reverse 01' the 
going route .. 

Also, Mccarthy Vista from Wilshire Boulevard 
to San Vicente Boulevard. 

Also, from the intersection or westwood , 
Boulevard" and Wilshire Boulevard via ~estwood . 
Boulevar~, Le Conte Avenue, ~d H1lzard Ave­
nue to the 1ntersection of Hilgard Avenue and 
Strathmore Drive. 

Restrictions 

No passengers shall be transported locally 
in the territory between the intersection 
or Fo~eral Avenue and Wilshire BOUlevard 
~d the intersection of Broadway and Ocean 
Avenue .. 

No passengers .shall be transported locally 
in the territory between the intersection 
or Fairfax Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard 
and the easterly terminus or said line, 
oo't:h po1ntz inclusi vo, on either the gomg 
or returning route .. 
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Applicant may turn its motor vehicles at torm1n1 
or intermediate potnts at intersections o~ by 
operating around a bleek contiguous to suen inter­
section, in accordanco with local trntt1c regula­
tions; except that at the intersection or Wilsh1re 
Boulevard and Grand Avenue applicant may turn its 
motor veh.1cle~ bY' o~erat1ng in either direction 
around two blocks contiguous to za1d intersection .. 

In all other respects DeCision No. 42696 shall 
remain in full torce and cfr~ct. 

IX 

Pacific Electric Railway Company is horoby authorize4 

abandon passenger ~tage $crvice over and along the following 

described routes, and the operative rights therefor are hereby 

revoked and annulled: 

days 

Along Union Avenue between Wilshire 
Boulevard and E~th Street. 

Along Eighth Street between Union 
Avenue and Olive Street. 

The ef!octive date or this order shall be twenty (20) 

COMMISSIONERS 
C,.,. X"nno'tb. :\?otter ' otm:l1 ....... 1onor .•• __ .• _ •••••• _ ••• _ ..... ...;. •..• bc1 r.~ 
neeo::l,sa.~1ly :l.bcont" did not :partic1;pah 
1n tho d1G~$1t1on of th1~ ~roce¢d1ng. 
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