Decision No. S4B

3ZFORS THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of

LOS ANGELES TRANSIT LINES for authorlity
to make certain changes Iin system and
routing to provide for cne-~way tralflic
operation on Eighth and Ninth Strecets In
. the central area of Los Angeles, for ex-
tenslion of service on West Third Streot
from Le Brea to Fairfax Avenue, for sub-
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as Amended

coach operation for certalin rail operation
and for rerouting of certain rail and
motor coach service.

In the Matter of tho Application of
PACIFIC ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY, a cor-
voration, for an In Lieu Certificate of
Public Convenience and Necesslty to re-
route Lts Wilshire Boulevard Line in the
City of Los Angoles.

Application No. 31158
as Amended

Max Eddy Utt and Stanley M. Lanham, for Los Angeles
Transit Lines, spplicant in Application No. 31119; E. D. Yeomans,
for Pacific Electric Railway Company, applicant In Application
No. 31158; Thomas V. Tarbot, for the Board of Public Utilities
and Transportation, City of Los Angeles, interested party;
Mark Mullin, for the Metropolitan Life Insurance Company, inter-
ested party; Walter Hagedonm, for the Gramercy Place property
owners, protestant.

OPINION.

By Application No. 31119, as amended, Los Angeles Transit

Lines seeks authority to make certain changes in Its operation&,
a8 follows:

(1) Reroute its Wilshire Boulevard motor c¢oach line No. 82,‘
presently operating on Eighth Street between Union Avenue and Olive
Streot, so that this portion of the line would be operated via
Wilshire Boulevard, Hope Street, and Seventh Streect.

(2) Replace the portion of the "N" rail line presently operat-
ing on Spring Stroet and Ninth Street to Vermont Avenue by extend-

ing a portion of the service of the North Figueroa’Street‘motor
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coach line No. 25 so as to operate westbound on Zighth Street to
Witmer Street, thence via Witmer Street and Ninth Street to Vermont
Avenue, and return via Ninth Street to Spring Street. Other than
this, the route of the No. 25 motor coach line will be as described
in Decision No. L1295, as subsequently amended by Declsion No.
L2118.

(3) Replace that portion of the "N'" rail line prosentiy
operating on Eighth Street between Vermont Avenue and Wbéte#n
Avenuo by extending a portion of the "3" fail line sorvice south-
erly on Vermont Avenue to Eighath Street, thence over Eighth Street
to Western Avenue. | |

(L) Replace the portion of the "S" rail line presently
operating on Third Street between Larchmont Boulevard and La Brea
Avenue by extending the No. 3 trolley coach line from its'present
terminal to Falrfax Avenue via Wilton Place and Third Stroct.

(5) Replace the portion of the "S" rail line présently
operating on Third Street and Larchmont Boulevard between Vermont
Avenue and Melrose Avenue by rerouting the "R raii 1line s0 as to
oporate over the same stroets.

(6) Replace the portion of the "R" rail line presently
operating on Vermont Avenue between Third Street and First Street
by rerocuting a portion of the "S" rail line. .

Bv Application No. 31158, as emended, Pacific Electric
Rallway Company s eeks authority to reroﬁxe its Wilshire Boulevard
motor coach line presently operating on Eighth Street betwesn
Uﬁion Avenue and Q0live Street so that this pdrtion ol thosiino

would be operated via Wilshire Boulevard, Hope Street, and Seventh

Street.
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Hearing in the two matters was held in Los Angeles on
april 2L, 1950, at which time, by stipulation, they wefe,qonf
solidated for the purpose of hearing as well as for decision.

At the hearing, testimony was presented to show that
the proposed changes involving rail and motor coach operations
of both applicants on Eighth and Ninth Streets are required In
order that the plan for one-wa& traffic on these stroets may be
accomplished. The City of Los Angeles and the State of Caiirornia,
through the Division of Highways, have entered into contracts fo?
the construction of the Harbor Parkway, which will require such
one~way operation, and construction of the Hafbor ?arkﬁay as far
south as Olympic Boulevard is under contract and In progress.

The Principal Traffic Engineer for the City of Los Angeles testi-
Tled that the establishment of one-way traffic would be progressive
and that the first steps would be taken as soon as some of the
changes proposed in the present proceeding could be authorized

and placed in effect. Other witnesses téstiriod that tho pfof
posed rerouting of the Wilshire Boulevard lines of both appli-
cants would provide & much-needed service along Wilshire Béulevard
between the downtown district of Los Angelés and Union Street ﬁnd
that the more direct route would result in a reduction in running
time of approximately three minutes. There is ne §ublic trans-
portation presently existing along this section of Wilshire -
Boulevard. |

The original applications of both applicants proposed
‘the rerouting of the Wilshire Boulevard lines via Wilshire Boulevard,
Grand Avenue, and Seventh Street. Upon the basis of tegtimony.by

the Principal Traffic Engineer of the City of Los Angeles and
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further consideration of more favorable operating conditlions from
the public's, as well as the companles'. standpoint, both appli-
cants, during the course of the hearing, verbally amended their
applications(1> 50 that the operation between Wilshire Boulevard
and Seventh Street would be via Hope Street rather than Grand,
Avenus.

That portien of the route from the intersection of
wilshire Boulevard and Hope Street into snd through the downtown
ares provides for pickup and distridution of passengers and makes
it possible to turn the coaches for the return trip. Itvapﬁéars
to us that almost any combination of streets In tho general area
will provide reasonable service to the passengers and that the
strests over which the coaches must be operated in order to make
the turn 13 largely 2 mattor which should be decided bj the Streov
Traffic Department, in conjunction with the Board of Public Utfli-
tios and Transportation of the City of Los Angeles; Further than -
this, it appesrs entirely likely that therc will be changes in
this portion of the routing from time to time, made necossgfy by
reagon of changed trafflc conditlons or other factors, and that
the applicants should be in position to make these changes upon
instructions from the Street Tralfic Depertment or the Board of
Public Utilities of ﬁhe City of Los Angeles rather than being
required to file formal spplication with the Commission. Such

veing the case, the order which follows will authorize the

(1) Subsequent to the hearing, written amendments were filed.




Aps. 31119 @B1158 - go * ® J 4 ff’

extension of the two Wilshire Boulevard motor coach lines to the
intersection of Wilshire Boulevard and Grand Avenuo, with the
privilege of turning the coaches in anyltwo-block aréa contiguous
to that intersection.
No protest developed at the hearing with regard to the

proposed change in routing of the two Wilshire Boulevard lines.

T appears that the changes are essential to the City's plarns

for one-way traffic on Eighth and Ninth Streets, that they will
offer a minimum of Iinconvenience to the pﬁeﬁent patrons of the
lines involved, and will provide a needed service along Wilshire
Bowlevard between Union Avenue and the cemtral business district:
of the City.

With regard to the changes proposed by Los Angeles

Transit Lines along Third Street, witnesses tostified as to the
need fer service through this area to serve the residential devel-
opment adjacent to Third Stroet between La Brea and“Fairrax Avenues,
known as Parklabrea, now under construction by the Metropolitan
Life Insurance Company. It was stated that when the eighteen
13-story apartment dbulldings are completed later this year, the
project will have in excess of 14,000 apartments, with an estimated
population of 11,000 persons. It was further testified that ex-
tension of passenger operations to Falirfax Avenue would serve =z
rapldly developing business district and recreation area in tho‘
vicinity of Third Street and Fairfax Avenue. All witnesses were
of the opinion that further benelfits would be gained by replacing

the "nolisy" straetcars, now operating along Third Street west of
vlarchmont Boulevard, with rubber-tired vehicles.
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As previously stated, applicant proposes to serve the
area by extending its No. 3 trolley coach line‘and, in additien,
asks for a certificate of pudlic convenience and necessity for
motor coach operation over the identical route. Such o certifi-
cate i3 necessory in order that motor coachoes may supplement the
trolley coach operation during hours of peak travel and on any
cther occaslions as might be necessary.

A witness for applicant, Los Angeles Transit Lines,
tostified that replacement of the "S" rail line west of Vermont
Avenue by an extension of the "R" rail line would offer & further
improvement in service to.the area, a3 the "R" »afl line is oper-
ated entirely with modern P.C.C. type cars. This witness further
testifled that passohger traffic regquirements would not warrant
the operation of all service to the terminal of the line at
Melrose Avenue and for that reason it was proposed to turn back
approximately one-half of the service, during both peak and base
periods, at a new turnarounc loop to be constructed in the vicinity
of Gramercy Place. Appllicant's witness expressed the opinion that
because of the heavy volume of vehicular trarric on Third Street,
any proposal to turn the cars by use of present facilities which
would recuire back-up movements into strcet traffic would be en~
tiroly unsatisfactory. This same witness indicated that the ex~
pense of constructing a loop to turn the singleéonded‘P;C.C. cars
can be justified from the standpoint of reduction in accldent |
hazard and traffic interference.

A wiincss representing residents along the proposed
turnaround loop on Gramercy Place and Fourth Street testiflied in

objection to such an operation on the grounds that 1t would set
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up unnecessary hazards and disturd the peace and quliet of an old
and woll-established residential neighborhood. Other than this,
there were no objections to any portion of the proposed changes
and extensions. Turning bdack service at Gramercy Place, or at
any other point along applicant's routes, La strictly an operating
problem of the company. Where the turnbacks are made andvthe

mo thod rollowgd depond upon traffic characteristics of the line
and skould be adjudicated between tho operating company and the
traffic and transportation representatives of tho City.' The

order herein will therefore make no determination as to whether
or not the turn should be made via the proposed loOp‘on Graﬁbrcy
Place or via existing facilities on Third Street and private right

of way Immediately to the south thereof, between Gramercy Piace
and Wilten Place..

A witness for applicant, Los Angeles Transit Lines,

tostified that the proposed changes would add approximately 83,000
vohicle miles annually to present operations; that an.additional
10 trolley cosches and six motor coaches would be operated; and
that 31 of the old wooden-bodied streetcars would be retired.

To compensate for ony added operating expense, this witness ex-
pfossed the opinion that some additional revenue would accrue
from the proposed extenslions of service along Wilshire Boulevard
and Third Street. It was estimatoed that elqptrical'bvorhead
facilities In connoction with the extension of the No. 3 trolldy
coach line would cost approximately $52,000 and the cost to con-

struct the turnaround loop at Gramercy Place would be somewhat

less than $20,000.




Aps. 31119 & 31158 - go

As the result of the changes proposed by Los Angeles
Transit Lines, as set forth above, trackage and facilities in
Ninth Street betweon Spring Street and Vermont Avenue and in
Third Street between Larchmont Boulevard and La Brea Avenue will
no longer be necessary or required. Applicant seeks authority
herein to abandon said trackage and facilitles, With‘no-requife-
ment for physical.removal at this time. It is proposed to nego-
tiate with the City of Los Angeles for the cdisposition of these
facilities without the necessity of removal ob repaving. Appli-'

cant states that considerable loss and expense will bYe sustained

as & result of abandonments herein proposed, because of retire-

ment of nondepreciable way and structures and payments o be made
in lieu of removal and dismantling of tracks and relaved structures.
Accordingly, applicant requests authority to charge these losses
and expenses to a suspense account and amortize such losses eand
expenses over a period of 60 months, at the seme time creditihg
tax saving resulting from the retirements to a suspense account
and amortizing that item concurrently with the amortizatlon of
the expense, all as set forth in Exhivit "C" attached to the
application. This portion of the proposal does not appear to
be adverse to the public interest mmd will be approved for ac-
counting purposes only.

No changes in fares will result from the execution of
the plan propesed herein.
| Upon this record, we [ind that publlic convenlence and
necessity reauire that Los Angeles Transit Lines be authoriied to

(a) abandon service upon rall line "N" and the portion
of rail line "S" west of Larchmont Boulevard;
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(b) reroute rail lines "R" and "S" and motor coach
line No. 82;

(e) extend motor coach line No. 25 and trolley coach
line No. 3; and '

(&) enter into an agroement with the City of Los
Anreles, as descrided herein, covering the dis-
position of tracks and facilities along the
routes proposed for abandonment,

and that Pacific Electric Railway Cormpany be suthorized to reroute
its Wilshire Boulevard motor coach line. |

A public hearing having been had In the above-entitlod'
proceeding, the matters having been duly submitted, aﬁd the Com~
mission.having found that public convenience and necessity so-
require,

IT IS ORDERED that

I

(A) © A certificate of public convenience and necessity is
hereby granted to Los Angzeles Transit Lines, authorizing the es-
tablishment and operation of service as a passenger stage cor-
poration, as defined in Section 22 of the Public Utilities Act,
Tor the transportation of passengers in and about the Los Angeles
Motropolltan Ares, a3 an extension and enlargement of and to be
consoiidated with applicant's present passonger stage operative
rights.

(B) In providing service pursuant to the certificate herein

granted, Los Angeles Transit Lines shall comply with and observe

the following service regulations:
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Applicant shall file a written acceptance of the
certificate herein granted within a perlod of not

to exceed thirty (30) days from the effoctive date
hereof.

Within sixty (60) days from the effective date
hereof, and on not lcss than five (5) days' notlce
to the Commission and the public, applicant shall
establish the service herein authorized and comply
with the provisions of Genersl Order No. 79 and
Part IV of General Order No. 93=-A by filing in
triplicate, and concurrently making effective,
appropriate tariffs end timetables. : '

SubjJect to the authority of thls Commission %o
change or modify such at any time, the following
changes in or additions to previously described
routes are hereby authorized: '

(a) Wilshire Boulevard Moteor Coach Line No. 82
{local only)

Paraﬁgaph IIXI(B)3(g) of the order in Dec¢ision
No. [2696, in Application No. 30097, 1s heredy
amended to read as follows:

(g) Wilshire Boulevard Motor Coach Line No. 82
(local only)

Commencing at the intersection of Wilshire
Boulevard and Fairfax Avenue, Iin the (City

of Los Angeles, thence via Wilshire Boulevard
to Grand Avenue; returning via reverse of the
going route.

North Figueroca Street Motor Coach Line No. 25

Decision No. L1295, in Application No. 2892l and
Seventy-Fifth Supplemental Application No. 19179,°
as amended by Decisilon No. L2118, in Application
No. 2971L, 1s hereby amended by adding %o
Appendix "A" the following:

Along Elghth Street between Spring Street. and
Witmer Street.: '

Along Witmer Street between Eighth Street and
Ninth Street.

Along Ninth Street between Spring Street and
Verment Avenue.
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(¢) West Sixth Street and Central Avenue Trolley Coach
Line No. 3 (Supplemental motor ¢oach operatlon only)

Decision No. 39917, in Application No. 27975 and
73rd Supplemental Application No. 19179, 13 heredy
amended by adding to Appendix "A" the following:

Along Wilton Place between Sixth Street andv
Third Streect.

Along Third Street between Wilton Place and
Fairfax Avenue.

Applicent may turn its motor vehleles at teorminl
or intermediate points, at intorsections or by
oparating arocund a dlock contiguous to such inter-
section, in accordance with loesl traffic regula-
tions; except that in the case of the Wilshire
Boulevard motor coach line No. 82 at the inter-
section of Wilshire Boulevard and Grand Avenue
applicant may turn its nmotor vehicles Dy operating

in elther direction arouné two blocks contiguous
to such intersection.

Tn all other respects Decisions Nos. 42696, L1295,

42118, and 39917, as amended, shall remain in full
_force and effect.

Iz
The route description of Los Angeles Transit Lines' West
Sixth Street and Contral Avenue trolley coach line No. 3, as con-

tained in Appondix "B" of Decision No.‘39917,.is heredby amended to
include the following:

Along Wilton Place between Fifth Stroet
and Third Streoev.

Along Third Street between Wilton Place
. and Fairfax Avenue.

Applicant may tuwrn Lts trolley coaches at termini
or intermediate points, either at Intersections
or by operating in elither direction around a
block contiguous to such Iintersection.

In all other respects Decision No. 39917 shall remain in
full force and offect.
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III
Los Angeles Transit Lines is hereby authorized to adandon
strect raii operations over and along the following descrided
routes: |

Ninth Street between Spring Stroet and
Vermont Avenue.

Third Streot between Larchmont Boulevard
and La Brea Avenue.

Applicant is also authorized to enter into an agreement
with the City of Los Angeles in regard to the disposition of tracks
and facilities as referred to in the foregoing opinion.

v

Los Angeles Transit Lines 1s horeby authorized to dis-
continue service on its West Ninth Street and Civie Center rail
line "N" and to provide substitute service therofor by extending
the North Figuefoa Street motor coach line No. 25 as authorized
herein and by rerouting a portion of the San Pedro and Wgst Third
Street rall line "S" along Vermont Avenue between Seventi Street
and Eighth Stroet and along Eighth Street between Vormont Avenue
snd Western Avenue.

v
Los Angeles Transit Lines is herebdy authorized £o abandon

passenger stage service over and along the following described

routes, and the operative rights therefor are horeby revoked and

annulled:

Along Union Avenue between Wilshire
Boulevard and Eighth Street.

Along Elghth Street between Unlon
Avenuve and Witmer Strect.
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vI
Los Angeles Transit Lines I1s hereby authorized to reroute
1ts rail line "R" so as to operate along Third Street between
Vermont Avonue and Larchmont Boulevard and along Larchmont Boule-

vard between Third Strect and Melrose Avenuve, and to reroute a’

portion of 1ts rail line "S" to operate along Vermont Avenue

between First Stroet and Third Street.

ViI
Los Angeles Transit Lines is heredby suthorized to effect
the accounting ontries as set forth 4n Exhibit "B" attached to the
application and as indicated in the foregoing opinioen.
| VIIZ

(A) A certificate of public convenience and necessity is
hereby granted to Pacific Zlectric Railway Company, authorizing
the establishment and operation of service as a passenger stage |
corporation, as defined in Section 224 of the Public Utilitiles
het, Lor the transportation of passengers along Wilshire Boule-
vard between Union Avenue and the downtown tusiness district, as
an extension and enlargement of and to be consolidated with ap-
plicant's present passonger stage operative rights.

(B) 1In providing service pursuant to the certificate herein
granted, Pacific Electfic Railway Company shall comply with and
observe the followiﬁg servlice regulations:

(1) Applicant shell file a written acceptance of the

certificate horein granted within a periocd of not

to exceed thirty (30) days from the effective date
hereof. -

Within sixty (60) days from the effective date
hereof, and on not less than five (5) days' notice
to the Commission and the public, applicant shall
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establish the service herein authorized and comply
with the provisions of General Order No. 79 and
Part IV of General Order No. 93-A by filing in
triplicate, and concurrently making effective,
appropriate tariffs and timetables.

Subject to the authority of this Commission to
change or modify such st any time, applicant shall
conduct said passenger stage operations over and
along the following describded routes:

(a) Wilshire Boulevard Motor Coach Line (express only)

Paragraph IV(B)3(ec) of the order in Decision No.

12696, 4n Application No. 30097, is hereby amended
to read as follows:

(¢) Wilshire Boulevard Motor Coach Line (express
only) '

Commencing at the intersection of Wilshire
Boulevard and Second Stroet in the City of
Santa Monica, thence via Second Street,
Broadway, Ocean Avenue, and “Wilshire Boule-
vard to Grand Avenue in the City of Los
Angoles, returning via the reverse of the
going route.

Also, McCarthy Vista from Wilshire Boulevard
to San Vicente Boulevard.

Also, from the intersection of Westwood )
Boulevard and Wilshire Boulevard via Westwood .
Boulevard, Le Conte Avemue, and Hilgard Ave-

nue to the intersection of Hilgard Avenue and
Strathmore Drive.

Restyrictions

No passengers shall be transported locally
in the territory between the intersectlon
of Foderal Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard
and the intoersection of Broadway and Qcean
Avenuve.

No passengers shall be transported locally
in the territory between the Intersection
of Fairfax Avenue and Wilshire Boulevard
and the easterly terminus of said line,
both points inclusive, on either the going
or returning route.
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Applicant may turn its motor vehicles at tormini
or intermediate points at intersectlions or by
operating around a dbleck contiguous to such inter-
section, in accordance with local traffic regula-
tions; except that at the intersection of Wilshire
Boulevard and Grand Avenue applicant may turn 1t¥s
motor vehicles dy operating in either direction
around two blocks contiguous to sald iIntersection.

In all other respects Decision No. L2696 shall
remain in full force and effect.

o <
Pacific Electric Railway Company Iis ho:oby'authorized
abandon passenger stage service over and along the following
described routes, and the operative righta‘thorefor are herebdy
revoked and annullied:

Along Union Avenue between Wilshire
Boulevard and Eighth Streeot.

Along Eighth Street between Union
Avenue and Olive Street.

The effeoctive date of this order shall be twenty (20)
days after the ofij;;%ve date hereof.

Dated at ﬁﬂ//{ﬂ?éﬁ///mﬂ“ . California, this ZZn 2/
day of Sz das , 1950.
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