
Decision ~ro. 44295 

BEFOP.E TEE ?tn3LIC UTILITIES CO}1MISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOFNIA 

In the Hatter of the Application ) . . 
of ) 

~. -: 
AJEP.EY SOFl\ELS and ~A !{4AFlA ) 
SO?.BELS to s~ll, and p.A~10!m R. : 
McDONALD and LaV'E?J.~E !o!cDONALD, ) 
to purcha,se the public u~i1i ty : 
water system known as BIOLA WATER ) 
CO. • 
---~--~-------~~~-) 

App11cation' 
No.' 31445 ' 

Th1~ application s~ows that Aubr~y Sorrels and An~ Y~ri~ 

Sorrels, hereinafter referred to as Sellers, are engaged in the 

business of operating a small public utility ~ater system serving 

approyjJnately 140 consumers in ~d about B1ol~, Fresno County. They 

report th~t they intend to move from the State and that ~~ey have 

:nade arr?.ngements, and in this applic~.tion ask pe~ission, to sell 

their 'W,";l.ter systcn to R:.ymond R. HcDonD.ld and L:;:.Ve:-ne McDonz.ld .. 

The :lgreed considerz. t10n to be paid for s~1d 'W'O,ter system, 

&nd ccrta~ other real property and improvements, is $20,000, of 

which ~ount the sum of $5,4$4.79 will be paid by the cs~ption by 

the purchasers of a note, secured by ~ deed of' trust, heretofo,re 

executed by the Sellers pursuant to aut..~o:r1 ty errulted 'by:Occis1on 

No. 40259, dated M~y 1.3, 1947, and t.."le b2.lancc of $14,,515-2l 'Will' be 

paid in cash within not mor~ than six months trom the date or the 

close of ~~e escrow. 

Tne properties to be tr~sferrcd include a certificate of 

i'u'b11c convenien.ce ~d necessity or1ginc.lly grmted by the Coro."1'liss10n 
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by Decision No. 10ll2, dated February 20, 1922, ~~d transferred to 

the present owners pursuant to authority eranted 'by s.::.id Decision 

No. 40259, together with approxL~ately 12,000 feet of w4t~r mains, a 

well 108 feet deep e~Uipped ~th ~ 10 h.p. pump, and a 1,SOO-gallon 

pressure tank. The rea.l property included in tl'lc proposed tr:msfel" 

consists of Lots 1, 2 and 3, the east 4 feet of Lot 4, all of Lot 5 

except the north 110 feet, Dna. ~ll of Lots 27 and 28, in Block 4S·oi" 

Biola. The property which is p~rt of the water systen is ~ portion 

of said Lot 5. 

A reView of the application ~ndicates th::!t the proposed . 

transfer ~11 not 'be adverse to the public interest and that an order 

authorizing such tr~~sfer should be entered. 

The certificate or public convenience and nece~zity herein 

au~~orized to be tr~sferred 1s subject to the proVisions of law that 

the Com:nission shall h~.ve no power to authorize the co-pi ta11zation' or 

the certificate or the right to o~, operate or enjoy such certi

ficate in excess of the amount (exclusive or any tax or annual 

charge) ac"tUa.lly paid to the State as th~ consideration tor the 

issu~"lce or such certificate of public conven1enc~ end necessity or 

right. 

The a.ction te.kcn herein sha.ll not be construed to 'be a 

finding of the vz.lue of the wltter systen:. hcrei.."l. autho:-ized to 'be 

t7.'~sferrcd. 

The Commi~sion having considered the above entitled ~tter 

and being of the opinion that ~ public he~ring thereon is not 
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A.31445 MM\J .. 

necessary and thnt the applie~tion should be gr~nted, as herein pro

vided; thercfore 7 

IT IS HEREBY OP~ERED as follows: 

1. Aubrey Sorrels and Pine. Maria 80r1'els7 ~1"ter tho effec

tive d~tc hereof ~d on or before August 31, 19507 may sell to 

Raymond R. McDonald ~d LaVerne McDonald 'the certific~te of public 

convenience and necezsity and the public utility'W'nter systc=n; re:" 

fe-rred to in this :!t.pplication, under thet~rm$ ond conditions set 

forth therein, z.nd Ray:n.ond R. McDonald end LaVc:rnc. McDonc.ld ID!I.y 

z.SS'Wlle the payment of the 'bal~ce7 not exceeding $57484.797 of the 

note and deed of ,t=ust presently outst~ding ~d refer.red to in 

this proceeding. 

2. '!'he rates7 rules ond regulations or A~brey Sorrels 

and An~ Y~ria 80r1'cls7 now legally on file with the Commission, sh~ll 

'be r~filcd wi thin thirty (,0) d~.ys after the d~t~ of transfer tmde:r 
, 

the na:ne of Raymond ?. McDonald ond LaVerne McDon~.ld7 in accordcnce 

wi th the p roccdu:e pl'escribcd by General Order No. 967 or, 1r~ lieu 

of such refiling7 so.id R<!ymond. R. McDonald and LaVerne !·tcDonaldmay 

file tI. notice of adoption of sz.id presently filed rc.tes, rules mld 

regulations. No 1nere~se in the present rD.tes, rules ond regul~.t1ons 

shall be made unless otherwise properly ~uthorized by the Co~ssion. 

3. On or before th~ date of ~ctual transfer, Auorey 

Sorrels and krw. Ma::i:. Sorrels ::;hc.1l refu."'l<i =.11 o.e'9osi ts 'Which cus

tomers c.r.e entitled to h=.vc refunded. p~y u."'lr~fundcd depOSits s~ll· 

'be tl:onsfcrred to nnd. become the obligations of P.:.ymond. R. !'1cDontl.ld 

and LaVerno McDonald. 
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4. If the authority herein gr~ted is exercised, R~ymond 

P.. McDon~ld and LaVerne McDonald, 'W'1 thin thirty (30) d.£l.ys after the 

dote of ~cquisition or said w~tcr system, shall file ~th the Co~

mission a copy of e~ch deed of conveyance of said system, a st~tc

ment ind1cat1ng the exact de-to upon which they commenced operating 

said system, and a statement showing the muO'lJnt of deposits, if ;my, 

turned over to them for retund to customers. 

5. The authority here~ granted will become effective 

twenty (20) d~ys after the date hereof. 

Dated at Los Angeles, California, this 

June, 1950. 

i 
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