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Decision No .'_-..i4 ... 4_:1r.a.;:'"u. ~"'A:-

BEFOP.E THE ?u.BL!C UTIL!TIES COMMISSION OF THE ST.~TE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the }fA tter or the Applico. tion 01: ) t{TJ [P,',,·, umDm.~t;,n'1!fJ·f).l.~':'. Jk,'j :rm:.:aOLDT MOTOR STA.GES, INC .. , a ) 'W~... tW ?' _I Ti 
corporation, tor a certificate of ) 
public convenience and necessity to ) 
operate as a petroleum irregular route ) 
car::-icr, bet\.;ecn Eureka, Arcata, Trinidad, ) Applj.cation No~ 31175 
Orick, Klama'ch, Crescent City, Korbel, ) 
SaiolYers Ear, Eappy Camp, Burnt Rolnch, ) 
Del Loma, HeaverV'ille, Ficldsland:tng, Fort'ana, ) 
South Fork, Garberville, Usal and Richmond, ) 
C~111:ornia, tUlder ttGrandfD. the!' Rigb:l;s H as ) 
defined in Statutes 19~9, Chapter 1399, by ) 
Californir'l Leeis1o.1..-ure. ) 

-Melvin C. Pinkh9:r:l.,for applicant Humboldt Hotor Stages,Inc: 

OPINION -_ .... _---

In this proceeding, HU:l'lboldt Motor Sto.ses,Inc .. , a corpor-

a tion, (referred to hereafter as H',,,un:oold t), secks a ccrtitica te of 

public c~nvenience and necessity author1zir~g operation as a petroleum 

irregular route carrier.. The m~tter w~s submittod at ~ public hcarL~g 

held }1.ay 22, 1950, At Eurcka~ Although 0.11 i.."ltorestcd carriers were 

notified, no one other tl1o.n D.pp11cant cntcred'~n o.pp¢~ro.nce, nor ~s 

o.ny opposition voiced ~g~inst the o.pprovnl of applicnnt's propos~l~ 

The r~turc o.nd extent of applic~r.tts oper~tions were 
, , 

described by its presidont, Melvin G~ Pinl~hD.I:l. In o.dd1tion, the 

local rcprcsento. tivc of its principal shipper ~s co.lled o.s 0. ,n boss: 

Specif1co.lly, Humboldt sC0ks ~ cortificntc:undor Section 

50-314 of tho Public Utili ties Act, 0.5 amended by S'btutes 1949, 

Cnapter 1399, :::.uthorizing 1 t to C:lgo.gc in the tr.lnsport:~:t:1.on of bulk 

potrolcUI:'l products as ~ pctl'olcma. irreg~r routo co.rricr.. Tho 

o.pplico. t::'on is prcdico. ted upon 'Ol'Cro. t10ns conducted by o.pplico.nt, ' 

tinder it::; ro.dio.l permit, on :t.nd prior to S€ptc:nber 1, 1949, tne 

cri tic:::.:' do. to prescribcd by the sto. tutc mentioned: Although tl'lc 
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~:pplic:ltion dosigno.tcd the points ~s to ~.·Th.ich opcro.ting o.uthori~ is 

sought, Humbold.t, nevertheless, requests Do sto.tc~Tido ;c¢rti!ico.tc~ 

P~~m testified t~t o.pplic:l.nt docs not intend to wo.ivc :;ny rights 

with which, it my h.'\vc been clothed undor its ro.d10.1 ,:p¢rm.1t~ 

Purs'IJ..').nt to ecrt1!1co.toz issued 'by the Commission, Humbo1clt 
, . 

se~vos ccr~in points. in Humboldt ~nd Siskiyou counties, 'both ~s 0. 

pc.sscnger s tc.gc corporo. tion. :-.nd as 0. hienwo.y COr:mlon ca.rricr ~ In 

gen.oro.l, it is o.uthorizod to o1'oro. to ~s :! highwo.y common ca.rricr: 

n. ~ : 'l:>o'ti1oon .the junction of U~S. HighwD.Ys 101o.nd 

299, ncar Blue Lake, ~nd Forks ot Salmon ~d intor

mediCI. to points vic. Willo'!.'T Creok and Orloo.ns'l o.nd 

'be~.,ccn these l'oints, on tho one mnd, o.nd, on the 

other band, Scotio. o.nd Trinidad and int~rmcdie.to 

pOints, including EuroJr~., Arc.:l'b, CrDor..ncll. .:.nd 

Redwood Acres FD.1r Groundz.,,(l) 

Until recently, it also ~d served the territory extending c~stcrly 
; 

!ro!ll ~lillo\'T Creek, !tbd River ~nd Minorsvillc to RCddine, (o.s well o.s 

in tcrmcd1a tc po1n ts, ir.,el uding \'lea verville and French Culch) ~ 

However, this s~~ent of its oper.:.tions woos tro.nsterre~ to Reddine

Eureka Freight Lincs~2) 

Humboldtbolds permits beth o.s ~ ro.d~l o.nd' ~s 0. contro.ct 
, ' 

c::.rricr~3) Hith respect to public 1io.'b:t11ty o.nd pro-pcrty dO.mgc,. so 

P~m testified o.nd the Commission t s records d1sclo::::c, i ts :tns'Ul'o.nc~ 

(1) Deci:ion No~ 415'36, in A'ppliea tion No ~ 29230, d..:x. ted April 27
i l 948$ "" 

Dcc~.::;ion No._ 41137, :tr~ App11c~ tion No. 28870, cUI. ted Jo.n1.l:\.ry 9,19'+0 ~ 

(2)'By Dcc~sion No~ ~1~36, su~r~, H~?oldt WOoS o.u~bnr1zcd to leo.:o tho 
oporD.t~on dcscribc~ ~oovo to Rodd~g-Eure~ Freight Lines, tor 0. . 
definite term subject to ~n option to purc~~se. ~ . 

(3) H'lJmboldt holds l~di:ll Highwo.y Collltlon Co.rrier Pormit No~ 12-321, 
issuod April 13) 1939, and FJight·tq.y ContrD.ct ~rrior Permit No. ' 
12-14H-, issued Dccember 15, 1936. . 
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ER-Ap ~31l57 ;,c 

covc.rage applies to opere. tioi.'~ conducted -rh:rolJZl'.lout tho state: 

For many yeo.rs Humboldt r.a.s 'boo em. cn~aged in the transpor~-. 
";ion of pctrolo'Ut'l 'Pl"oduc·~$ in. bulk, using tank truel~$, trailers and 

sC::li trailors :for that l'u:posc ~l;.) On ",nd prior to' SCP'cc:'Jli:>or 1, 1949, 

ane over s;.ncc tr.a t da to, a.pplicant contir .. 1.'toUS~Y ~'laS ,e!"!onlcd such. 

a sorvicc. 1'h.1.s '\1130$ co:U'incd. to l1quid pctrol~um 'PrOd.".ct:s~') It 

~s tr~ns,ortod no 11~uid aspnnlt, hot road oil or ,roeucts roquirinc 

1nsula:ced tan..~; nor has it lnncUcd any liquofied pctrolcu:c. S:LSCS o!"' 

otl~rTJrodt:cts rcquiri::.~ pressurized tan!-:s~ In addition, Some 

packnged petroleum products ~vo been carri~d on applicant's rcsUlar 

../' ~G.uipmont1 in tho agero~atc? l'lO'\llCv.:: r, tl'lcse shipmont~ did r.ot exceed -
one POl' cont, i:1 vol~c, of t~~o l1q\.tic petroleum products mov1n.g in 

tank truck cqu1pl:\,cnt~ 

Tl".1s petroleum op.::r"- tj,on has cxtondedover a "Tide area. 

i-]1 th minor excoptions, those $;:~pmcn ts o:r1gina tce1 at Eu.t"oka. ~ Some 

movod to points w~'!ich l:um:,old t serves as a hiZh-.J:l.Y' common carrier, 

such .:i.\S Korbol, \-111lo\·, C:::-cck, HOO}>l Indian P.osorvo. t:ton, Orlca.ns and 

?'\or~t~ or ,3ulmon. Under its radio.l !,ormi t, ap,liClnt r..a.s transported 

t!'lc:;e prod1.':c,ts 1'rolil Eu:rcl~ n"r~~h to Arca. t:a, Tri:lic'!ad., Orick, ~n.-=l. th 

and Crescont C1 ty; cast to Ea.PPY· Cn.ln!,; &\\'rycrs Bar, Burllt Raneh, 

Dol LomJ., J'tlnct1.on City, \'·!oe. vervillo and R:l~·ford; ruld soutll to 

Fields Lcndinz, ~or~~~~ So~th Fork, Garberville and Us~l (ati 

o!'!-:-outc point ncar Rocl-:port) ~ V~rious :n:i.nos? dredges .and l~'bcr 

tllUls, scc.ttcrod thro1.1gho1.1t t:'!i:; tc!'1"1tory-, wore s0l'Vod~ .,Some of 

(45 E.umbClJ.d t cmbArl:C<:: upon tbis¢nter:prisc -in 194i,-vl~n-rt"1UrcJ:.o.sed 
J.;l"~" busi~ezs ~ne. ~q'\l1'Pmo:o.t of Fo,: T;r'::'cs1'orta tion Company. Pr.?
\~ously, t~·lO. t com'Pany ~~d hccn. cngaged in tile tr~ns,ort3. tion of 
bulk ?ctroloum ?rcducts, un~or contracts "nth its ~r~ppcrs. 

(~) Of the co~!odi tics 'VThich i!umcoldt m~ tro.nSljo:r-tcd, ov~r ,0 pc::- . 
cent consisted or z~so11n~ of v~r1ou~ typcs~ a~o~t ~o pcr cent, 
of stove cU; a'oV1.'.'c 20 p03r cent, of' ,\1c5c1 oil; ~:ne. t:h.e r~:wa1ndor, 
of k,~roseno. 
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the traffic moved to bulk plants. Occasior~lly, shipments were 

tI-a.nsported from Richmond to South Fork, Fields Landing, Eureka and, 

McKinleyville ~ These move loss frc'quently now t~':an formerly; 'boca:o.se 

of tr.o low rate~, the business is not attractive; 

Xhro'lghout this area., the traffic has 'been d1stl"1b';lted 

a~ong tl~ pOints mentioned with varying degrees or frequency. 

Shipments r~ve been delivered at so~e pOints ~ore often than at others: 

In conducting this opcration,Humboldt has obs~rvod no regular schedule: 

Essentially, an on-call service ~ras 'Pr<?v1ded~ This \-!as designed to 

be responsive to the shippers' demands; 

Thc servie~ is av~il~blo' to tho public generally, so 

Pink1'lam testified. ActUtllly, most of the tr3.:f't1c 'WaS ofr¢X'ed "oy' a 

row sbip,0rs, cotlprising :five ~r the major oil producers and a l.ocal 

distributor situated in Eureka~6) Approx~te1Y 90 pcr cent of the 

traf!ic wc.s received fro:n Standard Oil Company, the rCmail'ldcr having 

been fairly c7eluy distributcd among the others~ No spcc1al aeree

ment relating to th~ transpor~tion service to be provided has been 

ncgotia ted .... 'i th an~" shi:,?por cxecpting Standard Oil Company ~ The 

record docs no:t definitely show the terms o:f tl'lis aercomcnt: 

This traffic moves in s\'tbstant1al vol'WUe~ A sta.tcmcnt was 

suomi ttcd covering tl'lc sl~pmcn ts transported for S tandal'd Oil Company 

duri.YJ.g AUe;1:.st, 1~9~ This, ,1t o.pvcc.rs, l'o.irly reflects· the ton.."lO.go' 

handl'ecl tr..roughou"C the yeo.r~ 7) 

(6) 

(7) 

These sb.ippcrs com-priSCO. Sto.ndard Oil Com::lo.ny, General Petroleum 
Corpora tion, Richfield Oil Company, Shell Oil ComT,lc'J.ny and Union 
Oil Cotl~ny, all of wi"lich arc =njor petroloum producers; 'o.nd thG 
Eurcl~ Oil o.nd E'urI).cr Compo.ny, 0. distributor of potrolc'1.lm produc,ts, 
si tu.'l ted 0. t Eu:rcka. . . 
The s~teocnt submitted discloses th.:"l.t durinS August, 19~'9, 
Hu::n"ooldt transported for Sto.ndarcl Oil ,Company l~.shipmcnts, which 
moved on 29 different specified dates. Of these, 99 shipmonts con
sisted or'Znsol1no; 16, of dio$ol oil? five, o~ diesel or ztovc' 
oil~ throe, of botl'l Za.:;:oli:lo o.nd diesel o:tl..j tlnd or..e, of both . 
ltorosenc a.nd stove o1~. Those sl'u'pmants r.:.ngod 11': sizo from 2

1
000 

to 7,078 go.llons ea.ch. Tharo '-Tore seven shipments o~ 2,000' ZCl.l ons 
each; 23, of 3 000 gc.llonsj 23, o~ 5 000 £;o.llons; 424-, of '),007 
go.llons.; n.nd 2~, of ?, 078 g.lllQns. The rem.;.,ininz four ship~~nts 
comprised ~rying ccmoi~~tions. 
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' .. 

The equipment used in 'this opcro.tion comprises three traetors 

and five 5cmitrailcrs. Excepting the final installment ~uc or. one 

tarJc semitr~11er, the purc~se price ~sb0cn fully pa1d~ 

Ordinarily, the rates observed are thoso which bavo been 

~stabli$hod a.s minima by the Co=ission~ ~his is true wn.cre good 

roads are encountered. ~!owcvcr, where poor roa.ds ~rc. t~o.vcrscd in 

providing the sorv1.ce, and generally throughout tlo-.m.tD.inous territory, 

r~ tcs higher than t~ l'rescribcd minim:l arc e~ctcd. In Jc1'lc future, 

~p?lica.ntwould continue to follow this pro.cticc: 

Ir..f'orm. tion \I/O.S su'bmi ttcd concerning opplicnnt's financial 

s'b tus.. A bo.J.o.nce sl'lcet. as of December 31, 19t1-9, discloses current 

assets, $3, 627 ~06; t.;'\neible prOl?Orty, $31, 568 ~95; o.nd tot.':\l assets,· . 
$lr5,242;6l~ The lio.bilities reported include current lia'b~.litics, 

~29,237~42; eq,uipmont o'blie:d;ions, $4,569~95? common c~pita.l stocl:, 

$7,500.001 and utl.lppropriated !)urplus, ~~7,600~23. As. sl"!o'.m by the

income s~tement for t:'lC calcnd.lr ye:.r 1949, the toto.l revonues 

(includin~ net inco~e of $7,920~35 dcrivod fro~ non-carri~r oporntions) 

were $110,568.43; and the. total oxpenses (includil"l.g "other deductions" 

o~ $630~82) were ~~110, 79l.j.~71, leaving 0. not l~ss of $226~28: TOOse 

fieures covered 0.11 of ~~plicantts oper~tions: 

In support of its ?~o,osa1, Humboldt c~llcd tba br~nch 

lW.!mgar of S ~ncl=.rd Oil COtjll'~ny, ,·:hose headquarter:: ~rc 0. t EurolQ.: 

This witness testified tl~ t for mny ~fco.rs· ::l.!'l'11cnnt l~d tro.ns!,ortc<l 

St:l.nC!.D.rdts products throughout tho territory described o..bove: \oJith 

minor oxceptions, tlwsc !)l'l1?I!lsnts movcd in 'bulk, in tlru: semi tr~11ers . 

::.nd tr~ilcrs. l.bout fivc !'C'l" cC~J.t of tho tot.."1.1 toM'lge consistec. 

o'! pC'.cY",,-god j!ctrolc'lZt :9rodt'1.cts, ..",hioh movod in rcs~r equipmcnt~ Dy 

fer tho l~rger s~rc of the bulk shipoents conSisted ot snsolinc; in 

~ddition stove oil, diesel fuel, fv~~~oc oil ~nd keroseno were 

tr~nsported~ P~l of t!1is tr::.ffic orig1~ted at Eurc~. Some points 

wer0 serv~d more !roqua~tly ~r~n ctlwr~; the service was provided :. 

wr~n~var ~ n~cd fer it arose: 
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Th~ record discloses., and we accordingly i"i.."'ld· as a fact, 

that on the crit1c~1 ~te, viz~, September 1, 1949, and therea~ter, 

Ht'lmbold t "laS engaged in the transportation of liquid petroleum 

products, in tank trucl~s., . trailers· and semitrailers, throughout the 

territory described above: This' service was provided by applicant 

in its capacity as a radial high;':a~" common. carrier. It was available 

to all \'rho dC'sired to usc 1t~ Althou.gh the service actually was 

eoni'incd to tl"!.e terri tory 3i tua ted north of San FranCiSCO, o.r..d more, 

particularly, wi thin nortmro s tCl"n Calif orcia, ,app11can t nevertl~.clC$S 

\':0.5 authorized under its radial pe::-mi t to conduct 0. stAtc~'1dc opera tion~ 

Accordinely, 0. certifics to "'ill 'be is::ued 'Under ~,h1ch :z.pplicant may 

continue its operations. ~s 3. petrolcum 1rrcgul~r route carrier 

throughout the state~ 

A,plicat10n as abovo entitled A~v1ng been filed, a public 

hc~rin~ having been held thereon, the matter having bC0n duly sub

:1i ttcd, the Commission being no", fully c.dvised and now finding that 

public convc~~encc ~nd necessity so· requiro, 

I T IS ORDERED: 

(1) That Q. certificatc of ,ublic convenienco ~nd nocessity 

be, and i t hereby is f;:t"c.n te d to Humoold t Uo tor S t-'lges, Inc ~ ,.9. 

corpor.::.tion, authorizing the cs~blishment .:.nd opor~tion of o.sorv1ce 
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o.s a p¢t:rolc~ irrcgula.r rcutc ca.rricr, a.s defined in Section 2-3/4 of 

the Public Utilities Act, ror the tr~nsporta.tion of l1quid petroleum 

products in bull( between 0.11 pOints o.nd places wittdn the s~tc of' 

C3.11:f'or!'l~~ 

(2) Tl'Ja. t, in providing service '1.1.rsu. .... n t to' tho ccrti1"1ca te 

herein s:-antcd,. o.pplicant 50011 comply with and observe the :f'oll",.,ring 

service rogula.tions: 

a. Applic~n t shall 1"110 "" ",ri ttcn o.cccpto.r.ce of the 
certific~to herein gr~ntcd within 0. period of no~ 
to exceed 30 ~o.ys from the effective do.te hereof. 

b~ Hi thin 60 d6.ys from. the effective d.l to i'..ercot ~nd 
on :lot less tmn 5 cbysf l"l.oticc to tl"..o Com:niss1on 
and the puolic, o.pplico.nt si~ll cstlblish the ser~icc 
heroin o.uthcrizcq. a.nc1 comply "v11 th too provisions of' 
Cenor",l Order No. 80 Ilnd Pa.rt IV of Cencro.l Ol"der 
No~ 93-A, by filing in trlplica.tc and concurrently . 
r.l.;"I.lting offective, a.ppropr1a te to.r1f'fs· o.r.d 'time lco.bles. 

The c:f'fcctivc do. te of this order smll be t' .. fcnty (20) d:lys 

ttl'ter th.3 d:l te hereof' ~ 

1950~ 
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