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Decision No. 44543 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

JOSEPH S. GOODMAN and LEON I. lilARCHASIN, ) 
) 

Petitioners, ) 
) 

VS. ) CASE NO. 5187 
) 

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY,) 
a corporat1on, ", ) 

) 
De!endant. ) 

------------------------------------) 
P111sb\~y, Madison & sutro, by Noble K. Gregorz, 

for The Pacific Telephone and Telegraph Company. 

OPINION 
--~----' 

. Petitioners herein riled a complaint with th1s Commis

sion alleg1ng that, on or about February 2, 1950, the respondent 

telephone company disconnected and removed a telephone located at 

the premises of the petitioners, 8741 south Vermont Avenue, in 

the County o! Los Angeles, California, under telephone number 

PLeasant .3-9.$12. The petition requests restoration of these 

facilities. Under date of March 6, 1949, by Decision No. 43876, 

this Comm1ssion issued an order grant1ng temporary interim reller, 

directing the respondent telephone company to restore the above

descrlbed telephone service pending a hearing on the complaint. 

A public hearing was held at Los Anceles on June 16, 

1950, before Examiner Syphers. At the hearing no one appeared 

for petitioners and, accordingly, the hearing was called' an~ 



adjourned tor the purpose of notifying the attorney tor petitioners, 

Mr. Mar1n T. K~1stovich. Th1s attorney could not be reached. 

AccordinglYI the hear1ng was resumed and evidence adduced. 

The record shows that notice of hearing was mailed to 

both the petitioners ~d their attorney. 

At the hear1ng~ the telephone company introduced 1nto 

ev1dence a letter it had rece1ved trom the sheriff of Los Angeles 

County, dated January 26, 1950. Th1s letter requested that the 

telephone company cUsconnect service to telephone PLeasant 3-9.512, 

located at 8741 south Vermont Avenue, in accordance with the order 

of this COmmiss1on contnined in Decision No. 4141$, 1ssued Apr!l 6, 

1~8 (41 Cal. P.u.c. 853). 

Further testimony was present~d to show that the tele

phone in quest10n was a public pay telephone wh1ch was installed 

by the company at its discretion, 1n acco~dance w1th the rules and 

regulations 1n tox-co at the time ot 1nstallation. The pert·1nent 

pr.,visions of these rules and regulations are as follows: 

tl2. Pub11c telephones will be 1nstalled by the Company~ 
at 1ts d1scretion and at locations chosen or accepted 
by the Company, to meet the general and transient pub
lic requ1rements. The use of public telephones by the 
occupants or tb.~ prel:lises in which they e.:t'e loca.ted is 
only '~c1dental to the purpose for which such telephones 
are installed (SCHE~utE CAt. P.U.C. NO. ll-T Original 
Shee.t 6). . 

"4. P",J,b11c telephone !lta.tion signs are furnished and di3-
played at the optio~ of tho Com,any. 

"5. Telephone numbers of !'ub11c telepbones will not be 
listed 1n the telepnone directory. 

nPublic Telephone Sta.tion: 

"A non-listed, non-subscriber exehange station installed 
for the convenience of the public at a location chosen 
or aceepted by the Company (SCHEDULE CAL. P.U.C. NO. 36-T. 
Orig1nal Sheet 14)." 
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It was developed thnt the petitioners herein are not the 

subscribers to the telephone in question but are merely paid 15~ 

of the income derived from the te~ephone as a rental for the use 

or the premises. 

After a thorough considerat10n of this matter we are of 

the op1n10n and hereby find that the telephone company had "reason

able cause to believe that the use made or to be made or the serv

ice or the furnishing of the service to the premises" of the 

petitioners was prohibited by law, inasmuch as the letter from the 

sheriff of Los Angeles County, California, constitutes such reason

able cause under the terms of DeCision No. 41415~ supra. 

In v1ew of th1s finding, the right of the telephone com

pany to disconnect a public co1n-box telephone or the type herein 
" 

furnished need not be decided in this f~roceeding. 

ORDER ..... ..- ............. 

A Petition and Answer having been filed in the above

entitled case, a public hearing having been held theretn, the 

Commission being tully advised in the premises and basing ita 

decision upon the record in this case, 

IT IS HZREBY ORDERED: 

and it here~y 1~# perm1tted,to di~oonneot and remove the te1ephone 

service at 8741 south Vermont Avenue in the County of Los Angeles. 

California, under number PLeasant 3-9512. 
(2) The Secretary is hereby directed to serve, by registered 

mail, a certified copy or this decision upon each of the parties 

in this case. 
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The effective date or thls order shall be twenty (20) 

CalU'orn1a, this 

day of 

• 


