
Decis ion 1-70. __ "'" __ 4_°_:728 __ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO~iliITSSION OF Tim STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the ~~tter of the A~~lication of ) 
the City of Nnpa for a·railroad ) 
crossing at that portion of Adrian ) 
Street crossing the Southern Pacific ) 
Railroad Right of Way the center ) 
line of which is 393.59 feet south ) 
of the center line of Central Avenue.) 

Application No. 31436 

Coombs, Dunlap and :31;.mclcenburg, by Willi?ln H. :al~nckenburg, 
for applicant. 

R, S. Myers for Southern Pacific Company, protestant. 
M. V. Bodell, in propria persona, protestant. 

o P ! N ION ...... __ .... __ III!.-

Authority is herein requested to construct a crossing at 

grade over the tracks of the Napa Branch of the Southern Pacific 
(1) 

Company ~t Adrian Street in the City of Napa. 

A public hearing WaS held at Napa on July 31, 1950, before 

EXaminer S1lverb.art and the matter submitted for dec'ision. 

The evidence discloses that Adrian Street runs northerly 

from Jackson Street to a point where it ones at the southerly line 

of the South~rn Pacific Company's right of way and then continues 

from the northerly line of such right of way across Central Avenue 

to Pu~blo Avenu~. Adrian StrcGt is unimprov~d for a dist~nce of 

approximately 200 feet southerly from the r~11road tracks and 350 

feet north.erly therefrom to Central Avenue. A building inspector 

and engineering aid in the employ of the city test1fiqd that several 

reSidential structures arc being construct~d on that portion of 

Adrian Street 350 feet south of the railroad tr~ck and thnt 12 to 

(1) A map attached to the applicntion more particularly delineates 
the location of the pro~oscd cro~:ing . 

., ... 



14 dwellings have been erected with more now being built on Adrian 

between Central and Pueblo Avenues. He stated that if the authority 

sought her~in was granted a more rapid dev~lopment of the area 

involved would ensue ~nd the route tr~v~lcd by fire-fighting 

Dpparatus would be shortened by one block. Cross examination 

developed that equipment origin~ting at the Fire Station located 

~t P~rk kvenue ~nd El Dorado Street can now reach e fire on Adri~n 

Street south of the tr~cks within seconds of the time that might 

be atteined by use of the proposed crossing. 

Applicant's City Manager testified th~t the territory 
(2) 

crossed by the r~ilro~d e~st of Jefferson Street is res1dential 

and rapidly expanding; that proper focilities must be provided to 

m~1ntain the orderly growth of the City, to st~b1lize property 

values ~nd to provide ~ccess to developing areas. Upon cross

ex~mination, tho witness conceded th~t the ~drien Street crossing 

w~s a m~tter of loc~l convenience. 

Two public witnesses testified upon behalf of applicant. 

One such Witness, who resides on Adrian Street south of the railro~d 

right of way stated th~t tho proposed crossing would increas~ the 

vo.lue of her property ~nd would make it possibl~ for her to visit 

a friend who lives ~t Contr~l ~vcnuc and 1dr1~n Street without 

traveling around the block. The other witness st~ted thAt h1s 

property, loc~ted on Adrian Street north of the right of way and 

south of Central Avenue, too would become more v~luable. 

Southern PacifiC Company protested the granting or the 
~ 

application. 1~ official or the compeny testified th~t one train 

(2) Jefferson Street is dist~nt 3 blocks westerly from ~dr1~n 
Street. 
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is operated in each direction da1ly, moving through crossings ~t a 

speed of approximately 2; miles per hour. He stat~d th~t as the 

number of crossings incre~sc so docs the incidence of eccidents. 

The evidence shows there are but two hous~s on e~ch side 

of ~drian Stre~t between Central ~v~nue and the northerly line of 

railroad right of way, nino on tne west sieo of the str.eet between 
...... 

the southerly 11no of the right of way and Lincoln Av~nue and eight 

on the e.ast sido of the street ~s fa.r as "Kif Street. Further, 1t 

appenrs that thero are protected crossings situate only 300 feet 

e~st~rly and wes~crlY from th~t proposed. 

Tho evidence docs not demonstrate thAt the Adrian Street 

crossing, in ~ddition to those but one block removed in either 

direction therefrom, is necess~ry in order to adequately servo the 

public. Further, the convenience nnd financial benefit which might 

~ccrue to ~ fow residents of Adrian Stre~t do not w~rrnnt constr~c

tion of a grade crOSSing with its attend~nt dangers and hazards. 

The applic~tion will be denied. 

A public he~ring h~ving been held, ~nd based upon the 

evidence therein edduced, 

IT IS ORDERED thp.t Applic~tion No. 31436 is h~reby denied. 

The effective date of this order sh~ll'be twenty (20) days 

~ft~r the d~tc heroof. 


