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o ORICIEAL

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Decision Yo,

In the Matter of the Application of )
the City of Napa for a railroad )
crossing at that portion of Adrian )
Street cerossing the Southern Pacific ) Applilication No. 31436
Railroad Right of Way the center )
line of which 1s 393.59 feet south )
of the center line of Central Avenue.)

Coombs, Dunlap and Blanckenburg, by William M. Blanckenburg,

for applicant.
R. S. Myers for Southern Pazeific Company, protestant.
M. V. Bogell, in propria persona, protestant.

QPINION

Authority is herein requested to construct a crossing at
grade over the tracks of the Napa Branch of the Socuthern Pacific

(1)
Company at Adrian Street in the City of Napa.

A public hearing wes held at Napa on July 31, 1950, before

Exaniner Silverhart and the matter submitted for decision.

The evidence discloses that Adrian Street runs northerly
from Jackson Street to 2 point where it ends st the southerly line
of the Southern Pacific Company's right of way and then continues
from the northerly line of such right of way aeross Central A&enue
to Pueblo Avenus. Adrian Street 1s unimproved for a distsnce of
approximately 200 feet southerly from the railrosd tracks and 350
feet northerly therefrom to Central Avenue. A bulléing inspector
and engineering aid in the employ of the city testifigd that several
residential structures arc being constructed on that pé}tion of

Adrian Street 350 feet south of the railroad traek and that 12 to

(1) A map attached to the application more particularly delinecates
the location of the propescd ecroscing. '




14+ dwellings have been erected with more now belng built on Adrian
between Central and Pueblo Avenues. He stated that if the authority
sought herein was granted a more rapid development of the area
involved would cnsue and the route traveled by fire-fighting
apparztus would be shortencd by one block. Cross examination
developed that equipment originating at the Fire Station located

ot Park Avenue and El Dorado Street can now reach a fire on Adrian
Street south of the tracks within seconds of the time that might

be attained by usec of the proposed crossing.

Applicant's City Manager testified that the territory

(2)
crossed by the railroad cast of Jefferson Strcet 1s residential

and rapidly cxpanding; that proper facilitics must be provided to
naintain the orderly growth of the city, to stabilize property
values and to provide access to developing aress. Upon cross=-
exemingtion, the witness conceded that the fLdrien Street crossing

was a matter of loczl convenicnce.

Two public witnesses testified upon behalf of applicant.
Onc such wlitness, who resides on Adrian Street south of the railroad
right of way stated thet the proposed crossing would increase the
value of her property ond would make It possible for her to visit
2 friend who lives 2t Central Avenue and ldrian Street without
traveling around the block. The other witness stated that his
property, located on ddrian Street north of the right of way and

south of Central Avenue, too would become more valuable,

Southern Pacific Company protested the granting of the
application. i4n official of the company testified thot oncitrain

(2) gefferson Street is distant 3 blocks westerly from fdrian
treet.




-t 31436 A

is operated in cach direction dailly, moving through crossings ot a
speed of approximately 25 miles per hour. He stated that as the

number of crossings increasc so does the incidence of sccldents.

The evidence shows there are but two houses on each'éide
of idrian Street between Central iAvenue #nd the northerly line of
railroad right of way, ninc on the west side of the street bgf@een
the southerly line of the right of way and Lincoln Avenue and cight
on the cast side of the street as far as "K' Strect. Further; it
appeoars that therc are protected crossings situate only 300 feet

easterly and westerly from that proposed.

The ¢vidence doecs not demonstrate that the Adrian Street
erossing, in addition to thosc dut one block removed in c¢ither
dircction therefrom, is necessary in order to adequately serve the
public. Further, the convenience and financilal benefit which might
acerue to a few residents of Adrian Street do not warrant construc-
tion of a grade crossing with its attendant dangers and hozards.
The applicetion will be denied. .

& public hearing having been held, and based upon the

cvidence thercin adduced,
IT IS ORDERED that Application No. 31436 is hereby denied.

The effective dete of this order shall be twenty (20) days
aftur the date hercof.

Dated at San Francisco, C day
of OU.«&MJ , 1950.




