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LJ JC' ...... ~ ...... 
Dec:!. s ion No • __ -_._~_. ,'_ .... _:t_G __ 

B:::rOlB THE PUBLIC UTILITI33 COi.ill!SS!ON 01~ THE ST/'.TE OF C.'\L!FORN:cA 

In the Eatter or t~'le Applicntion or ) 
?Ai;IFIC ~':::CTRIC RAILWAY COLiP!J~~ a. ) 
corpor~tio~, for authority to mako ) Applicat~on No. 30095 
cert9.in ehs.nges in 1 ts r~il o..."'ld moto'r ) 
coach sy~tem. ) 

c. i!. Corn.oll one. J. D. Yeomans, for app11ca.n:~; 
R. J. r.:cCsrthy" for th.e Brot~').crhooa 'ot Ro.ilwo.y Clorks and. the 
joint co~ttoe of Standard nailwny Ropresentatives" Pacific 
Zlectric Railway; H. W •• fillc1ns ~ general chairman tor the 
3rotherhood or Railroad Tra~n; protestants. Ro~er Arnebersh, 
Assistant City Attorney, for City or Los Angoles; K Charles Bean, 
Chief Engineer and Gonoral i:rano.ger~ nn,d T. M. Chubb" Assistant 
Chicf Zngineer, Dopartmont of Public Utilities and Tran~portation 
tor the City or Los /'.nselos; Mo.r:Jhall Stimson, tor Alhambra to 
Rodlands Interurban Transit Association; Baldwin Park Property 
Ovmers Association, Inc.; Associated Property Owners Associ­
ation or U?l~ds; Rose~ead Property Owners Association; Rose~ 
mead Villnge Property Owners Azsociation of Rosemead; !.assion 
Park Property Owners Associ~t10n; Alh~bra Park Property Owners 
Associo.tionj Sunsot Boulevard Business Men's Associ~tion; 
400 Property Owners in Echo Park Avenue District; Baldwin Park 
Chamber of Commerce; El :r.4onte Chambor or Commerce; Rosemead 
ChE:l.mber or Commerce; i·J. t!. Tn:;ylor, Acting C1 ty .~.ttorx:.ey, Son 
!f.o.rino; !!.. 5. Kin.;;, City "Eneineer, Santa T":onica.; T. J. Brodhead" 
~nr.nger, Pasadena Ch~ber of Commerce; E. L. Parker, Utr;ity 
Union Council for CIO; Hodgo L. Dolle, attorney, ~epartment of 
Public 'Norks, State of Ca.lifornia; interested parties. 

o PIN ION - _a ____ _ 

By Decision No. L!.LJ.61, dated I.1.ay 9, 1950, on Appli­

co.tion No. 30095, the.Pacific Electric Railway Company was 

authorized to discontinue rail passenger service on cert~1n 

specified lines, to abandon rails over designAted routes, and 

,to institute motor coach operations generally in 3ucstitution 
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for the rail service discontinued, and specifically over the 

rout~s specified in the order. 

Paragraph (10) of the order in Decision No. ~161, with 

respect to the r3il p~ssenger service authorized to be discontinued 

~nd the rails ~uthor1zed to be obondoned, provides: 

"That !WAc_ of tile existing rights-of-way ~. 
shell be a1ien';Jted for a period of one year 
1'1'00. the ClffectivQ date of this order, 
except, upon :f'urther order of this COmmission. 1t 

The Pacific E1ectr:Lc Railway now roquests modification 

of tho ~bove restriction in par8graph (10) so as to provide that 

none of the rights-of-way which do not r~vert "to the cwncrs ,thereof 

u~on abanconment of rail sorviccsha11 be plicnated for a period of 

one year from tho effective date of Decision No. 44161, except to , 

the city or county wherein the right-or-w~y is located, or to other 

public ~8cncies. This rcqu~st does not include the Monrov1a­

Glendcra Line, but does include th~ following lines or parts of 

lines: 

O~,k Knoll, Sierra !l1adre, Echo P~rk Av~nu€, 
Fourth end Hill Streots to Viney~rd, Vineyard 
to Culver City, Vineyard to Beverly Hills, 
Culver City to Sant~ Mon1c~ Ninth and S~n 
Pedro Streets to Aliso and San Pedro Str~ets, 
and Alhambr~-San Gabriel. 

A public he3ring was h~ld in Los :~eclcs on July 27, 1950, 

before Co~issioner Pott~r and Examiner Syph~rs, at which time 

evidence was adduced ~~d the matter suboitted. 

J.t the he8ring testimony was presonted by the chief 

administrative officer of the county of Los 1~g0lcs, wherein 
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it wac indicntod that tn~t body do~iros tho removal or ra1~~ 

on lUll Street a:;l :;loon as 1'o,:Io51'1:>le .. in order to permit the 

county to proceed with certain planned civic developments. 

This witness also testified as to the result~ of a study made 

by a committee of university presidents .. and Exhibit 1 is a 

report of the chAirman of thnt committee. Th1s report 

recommends that a thorough study ~r the problem b~ made. The 

witness further testified that the committee ot university 

presidents has been discharged at their own request, and that 

at the present time there is no appropria.tion by Los Aneoles 

County for a transportation survey. 

The city engineer of the city of Alhrumbra testitied 

that that city would liko the rails recoved on the present 

~lhambra-San Gabriel Line in order to turther contemplated 

street improve~nts. 

The acting general mannger of tb.e Departme,nt of 

Traftic Engineering ot the city of tos Angeles presented 

test1~ony to 'the affect that 1t would hold up tho possi­

~11ities of stroet improvements to require the Pacific Electric 

R~ilway to retain its rights-of-way alon8 Venice ,Boulevard 

,und San Vicente Boulevard. He l11(ewise was ot tb.e opinion 

that the removal of rails on N1nth Street between San Pedro 

and Main Streets would enable the city to institute one-way 

tra.!'!'ic in tMt area. 

The chiet engineer of the Automobile Club or Southern 

California appeared as a witnO~3. and was or the opinion that 

the rails concerned in thi~ applicat10n should be r~oved. 

-.3-



A. 3009$ ... • 
This witnes~ did not believo that retaining the rails in 

question would aid the transportation problema in this com­

munity, nor, in his, opinion, would it contribute to any war 

effort in which the area might become concerned. 

The assistant manager ~~d director or the Trans­

portation Department or toe Downtown Business Mon's Association 

of Los Angeles, in his testtmony, favored elimination or the 

rails in the downtown are~, particularly along Hill Street 1n 

the v1cin1ty of Temple Street, 00 as to permit the rapid com­

pletion of the Hollywood Froeway. It was the op1nion of this 

witness that the rishts-of-way here under cons1der~tion have 

no 1mportMce in any rapid trans it system, nor 1n a:n.y war 

situation which misht develop. 

The Department of Public '\lorks, Division of Highways, 

of the st~te or California, filed a statement favorine removal 

or rai13 along Hill S'creet between Temple Streot and Sunset 

30ulevard, in order to expedite the completion or the Hollywood 

?reeway. 

The city of Santa. Monica presented a statement fnvor­

ins the removal of rails as soon ~s possible in order that the 

surface of Ocean Avenue might be improved, and nlso so that 

cortain streets cross1n3 the trolley way might be improved. 

The cities or Son t:ar1no and Sierra. Madre tiled 

statoments vo'.c1ng no objections to the remova.l of rails "'within ' 

their respective cities. 
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A representative of various property owners ~~d 

groups and chamoers of commerce voiced general oppo:~tion to 

the abandonoent ot these rights-of-way because of the war 

situation, and because of pending studies by the county of Los 

Angeles. 

Tbe City attorney of the city of Los Angeles pre­

sented resolutions ot the City Council which opposed aban­

do~~ents of any of the Pacific ~lectric Railway rights-of-way 

except along Venice Boulevard. The principal reason advanced 

was the war situation as it is develop1ng in Korea. 

An analysis of the problem herein discloses that the 

only interurban line involved i3 the Venice Short Line. All 

of the testimony in this record relating to this line favors 

removal of tracks and the aband?nment ot the right-ot-way. 

As to the remaining lines involved> they are local 

in nature, ~d the only objections voiced in the record to the 

rC:::loval ot t:-acks and abo.ndonment of rights-of-wa.y are ba.sed 

upon the possibility of turther study with a view to in-

augura:ting some sort ot rapid transit plan, and the poss1'ble 

value of these rights-of-wa.y in the Vlar effort. The testimony 

is clear and unequivocal that there is no contemplated study 

by the county of Los,Angoles as to the possibility ot a rapid 

transit system. Further, all of the test~ony in this record 

is to the effect that retn1ning the rights-of-way here1n con­

corned will not aid in any war effort. 

In Decision Ho. 41.;.101, dated r.ray 9, 1950, on Application 

No. 30095 (49 Cal. puc 643» th1s Commission said, at page 663: 
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ltUnder th.e order horein, the main rights 

of way will be ret~ined either for passenger 
or freight purposes. . These include 'the Santa. 
Ana, Baldwin Park, Sierra Vista, Watts, Van NUys­
North Hollywood, and ~he Pasaden~ Short Lines. 
The Monrovia-Glendora Line a.lso will be reta.ined 
as long as the tracks ore used tor freight • ." 

,'Ie are of the opinion and now find, after a thorough 

consideration of all of :he evidence in this record, that it 

is not inimical to the public interest to permit applicant to 

dispose of the exis'ting righ.ts-or~way concerned in this appli­

e~tion. This will not affect the main rights-of-way listed 

above. 

Furthermore, tho record in this case shows that appli­

cant, on June 8~ 1950, placed orders for 133 new buses, ~~d 

the vice president of applicant company testified that tbe 

company expects delivery of all or the buses by the end or 

August, 1950. 

The abandonment of the rights-of-ways herein in­

volved is, or course, subject to. ell of the terms ~d conditions 

~3 set out in Decision No. 44161, supra, except that the 

specific rights-of-way coverod by this application need not be 

retained for a period of one year it all or the other con­

ditions or Decision No. ~1!~61 are complied with.. 

o R D E R - - - --
An applic~tion having been riled, public hearings 

having been held thereon, the matter having been submitted, 

the Co~~ssion being tully adv1sod in the premises, 
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IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That the Pacific Electric Railway Company be, and it 

hereby is, authorized to abandon the rights-or-way on the following 

listed lines, or parts of lines, and dispose of them to the city 

or co~~ty wherein the right-of-way is located, or to other public 

ngenc1es concerned, or, where there are revc~sionary clauses, to 
.,~, ... "'."- ... ' .......... .. 

allow them to revert to the owners thereof: 

Oak Knoll 
Sierra Mfldre 
Echo Park Avenue 
Fourth and Hill· Str~ets to Park Avenue 
Fourth ar.d Hill Streets to Vineyard 
Vineyard to Culver City 
Vineyard to Beverly Hills 
Culver City to Santa Monica 
Ninth an' San Pecro Streets to Aliso and 

San Pedro Streets 
Alh~mbra-San 0abr1el Line 

(2) Any ::tbClndonmcnt herein ~uthorized may be made only upon 

:f'ull <md cO::lplc~t(;: compli~ncc with the rcqui:::,cl:lcnts of Decision No. 

44161, supr~. 

The e.ffectiv0 date of this order shall be twenty (20) 

d~ys after the date hereof. 

of 

~~ot San Fr~~eisco, California, 

~) ,l950. 

this..;.' --,/--::;;#~_....;day 


