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BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIZS COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

in the Matter of the Application of

SOUTHERN PACIFIC CO*PM\Y for an

Order authorizing it %to close its Application No. 31549
Lgeney 2t Capitola, County of

Santa Cruz, State of California,

and vo Maintain the same as 2 Non-

agonecy Station.

S. Ny ers for Applicant

I. S. lson and P. C. lMorris for Order of Pﬂilroad Telegraphers
Dradlev-d. MacDonald for City of Capitola
glmer S. Andersen for Covitols Chamber of Commerco
Alvin Wendt, in propria personz, Protestants

OPINION

The Southern Pacific Company hercin regquests authority to
convert 1ts station at Capitola, Santa Cruz County, from an azeney

t0 2 non-ageney station.

A public hearing was neld at Capitola on Friday, August
25, 1950, before Examiner Silverhart and the matter submitted for

izion.

Applicant's ageney stations nearcest Capitela are Santa
Cruz and Watsonville, distaat therefrom 4.7 milos castorly and 13.9
miles westerly, rospectively.
It is proposed, in the eveat the Co?m§ sion authorizes
L
the changze herein requested, vo deliver boanded and prepald carload

shipments ot Capitola. Notificoation to the consigneces thorcof will
be effeeted by thace ageat 2t Sants Cruz by means of U. S. postal

(1) A bondCd saippor Or consignee is onc wno has postod a2 bond with
applicant concitioned wpon the payment of freight charges up to 2
specificd sun. Collect carlocd shipments, inbound and outbound,
wherein nelther shinper nor consignee 4s bonded will Be held for
nayment of the freight charges and the consignee so notificd by the
chnt a2t Santa Cruz. '
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ard and telephone (4f av%%lablc). Car orders on outbound move-

nents, would be telephoned to the agent at Santa Cruz who would
spot cars for loading and arrange for plclup. Bllls of lading

could be deposited in 2 box at Capitola for colleetion and signature
by the conductor or delivered to Santa Cruz'by the shipper. Pacific
Motor Trucking Company would afford storc-door delivery within a
radius of on¢ milec from the conter of Capitola for imbound propald
less=than-carload shipments. Consignees who are not available at
the time of delivery or who.arc not located within the Pacific Motor
Trucking Company delivery zone will be notifled by the agent at
Santa Cruz that such shipments have been locked in thoe warchouse at
Cepitole station. On outbound movements, shippors would be¢ required
to transport collecet less-than-carload shipmonts to Santa Cruz.
Prepaid less-than~carload shinmments would be deposited In the
Capitola warchouse, under lock, and picked up by Poeific Motor
Trucking Company and token to Santa Cruz. Consignoes and shippers
would gain a2cecess to the warchouse by means of keys provided by Ap-
plicant. Delivery of shipments consignod to shippert's order would
be effected efter poyment of freight charges and surrcender of the
bill of lading to the agont a2t Santa Cruz. Applicant does not now
render passenger sorvice to Copitola oxcept on Sundsys and holideys

during the Summer scason.

Exhidit 2, introduccd into cvidence by Applicant, sets
forth the volume of freight traffic handled at Capitola during the
two twelve month periods which onded May 31, 1949 and May 31, 1950,

respectively, and may be suvmmarized as follows:

{2) Applicant will bear the cost of such telephone service.




Loss~than- \
Carloads Deeroase Carloads (Tong) Decerease

Fwd., Regtd. Fwd, Pee'd. Fwd. Roo'd, Fwd. Roe'd.
Yeor cnded : .
May 31, 1949 9 72 9 182

Year ended o
Yay 31, 1950 9 1 - 7% 9 97 -- %6.7%

The financizal result of the oparation at Capitela 1is fllus-

3
trated by the tabulation following:

(1) Year onded  Year ended
May 31, 1949 May 31. 1990
(a) Systom operating ratio, :

cxeluding Station Exponses 88.%48% 87.33%

(b) Ratio Station Zxpense,
2ll stations to rovenue 4,964 5.04%

Gross oporating mevaonue

Conitols (in dollars)

(a) * Carload-loezl 5,134 $ 3,861
(%) Carlead-interline 9,503 2,662
(¢) Iless Carload - loeal ' 3,287 1,874
(d) Less Corload - interline 729 639
(¢) Fassonger tickets 1,163 82
(£) Mg 1

(3) Westorn Thien 40 33',
(h) Express 5,693 3,585
(4) Storage - 36 33

($) Temurraze 13 2
(k) Total S 21,862 % 13,531

Cost of handling all
traffic oxeluding station
expense (2 (k) X1 (a) ) $ 19,166 $ 11,816

Station operating cost
at Caplteia 3,801 3,678

%os; of han%ling all
reffic dnelvding
station ezpeasc (34 &) 22,967 15,494

Onc~-half stotion opcratin%
ratio (1 (B) 22 ()4 2 (&) )

Total Cost hondling
Capitola ¢raffic (54 6) 23,176

Amount by which cost of

hondling Capitola traffic

cxceeds revenue on such

traffic (7-2 (k) ) 1,51%

209 PR

{3) Data derived from opplicont's Swnibit 1.
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Iwo shippers testified in opposition to the application.

Thedr testimony disclosced that thoy are engaged in(ﬁ?c production

of flower bulbs and feed; that most of the carloads fLorwarded

from Capiﬁola were shippgd by them; that thoe bulk of loss-thane
corload shipments now docs not move from Capitolza but is transport-
od to Santa Cruz by Pacific Motor Trucking Company; that they are
1ittle concerned with inbound moveoments; that they will not be w-
duly inconvenienced if tho application were granted.

Florcnee 8. Porter, owner of the Cepitola Pet Shop, tosti-~
fied that in conducting hor businoss she utilized the telegraphic
faeilities at Copitola station. The witnoss coneeded that telephon-
ic telegraphl @ sorvice, via Santes Cruz, was satisfactory but stated
she desired copics df a2ll telograms for her files, It should be
obscrved that the Westorn Union Tolegroph Coﬁpény, while under no
obligation to furnish copi<s of telophone mossagoes, will read a tele-

gram back so that the addressco may make o record theroof.

R. V. Dell, President of the Capitola Chamboer of Commerce
asscrted that Capitola, because of its many natural advanteges,
would grow ropldly and thet rolegation of the stotion to o non-ogen-

¢y station would rctard such expansion.

Alvin Wendt, a resident of Sea CLLff Park, stated that
prosently he 4is roquired to travel not over two miles to ship from
Capitola but if the staticn were placed on a non=agency basis he
would have to travel 7 miles to Santa Cruz. It should be noted hore
thot Railway Express Agoncy, Incorporated is not an applicant herein
and tho record shows it will maintain an agoeney in the City of »
Caplitola.

Ty € of the 9 shipped in the yoar cnded May 31, 1949
7 of the 9 shipped in the yoar onded Moy 31, 1950.

.
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The cvidence demonstrates thoet during thCﬁpofiods covered
by Zxhibit 2 carload sﬁipmcnts forworded from Capitola did not aver-
oge onc car per month, and less-thonecsrload shipmonts did not avcf-
&g¢ onc ten per month. Carload shipmonts roccived in the 12-month
period ending May 31, 1949 averaged 6 cors per month;and deelined to
o average por month of loss thon 1 cor for the l2-month poriod ond-
ing May 31, 1950. less-than-corload shipments received dropped
from a momthly average of 15.16 %sons to 8.03 tons for “ho 12 menth
poriod onding Maey 31, 1950. The ovidenes also indicates that tha

roduced rovenue derived from earload and less-than-casload shipments

1s not commensurate with the ¢ost of maintaining Capitola zs an

v eney station.

Upon eonsideravion of all tho facts, as disclosed by thae
evidenee neredin, and the cpplication tacrcto of the factoréS)perti-
nent In o proceeding of thls kind, we conelude that the pudlic intor-
cet will 2ot be dissorved by cuthorizing the diseontinuance of agon-

¢y sorviee ot Capitola. The application therefore will de granted.

CRDER

L public heering having beon held mné basing this order
upen the ovidenee thercin addueced; and upon the findings ond con-

clusicns set forth in the foregoing opinion,
IT IS ORDERED

1. That Southern Pocific Company is authorized to Ais-
centinue ageney service ot Capitola, Santa Cruz County, subjeet to
the following conditions:

(a) Aprlicant shall continuc said station
a5 o non=ageney station.

5) Sec_soutacrn Paciiic Company Doeision No. L2k, dated Tobructy
1, 1949, Application No. 29735 (%8 Cal PUC %07).

-:-
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Applicant sholl give not leoss than ton (L0)

dzys' notice to the public of the discontin-

uance of agoney scervice by posting notice
thereof ot sald station.

Applicant shell provide storage at

sald station in o sultable structure
under lock, for less~than-carload
frelght shapments, supply keys therefor
£O be kept at convenient locations ncar-
by, and maintain noticc at such station
informing patrons where the keys may be
obtained.

The authorization herein granted shall lapse
and beecome voild if not coxerceiscd within 90

days after the offcetive date hercof wnless
furthor time is grantod by subsequont order.

Within 30 days aftor discontinucnce of
service as herein awthorizoed, applicant
shall notify this Commission thercod and of

compliance with the conditions heroinabove
set forth.

The cffective date of this order sholl be twenty (20)
days after the date hercof. |

Dateg at X .y California, this ZZ ;;_Z
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