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Decision No. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COM!·USSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

) 
Application of Thelma B. Wood to ) 
operate a water system in· Campton ) Application No. 315S1 
Heights Subdivision in Humboldt ) 
County, California ) 

-------------------------------, 
o PIN ! 0 N ......... ~~ ..... .-.--

Thelma E. Wood, in the above-entitled application asks the 

Commission for an order granting a certificate to operate a water sys­

tem, to be known as Campton Heights ll.ltcr Service, located in the 

vicinity of Roh.~erville, Humboldt County; to charge the rates set forth 

in said application and to collect the sum"of ';;;50 for each meter 

installed for each property owner. 

A public hearing in this proceeding was held before Examiner 

Exner-con at Rohnerville on September S, 1950. 

Applicant was the owner of approximately 146 acres of land 

in the southwest quarter of Section lZ, Township 2 north, range 1 west, 

Hu."nboldt r.:cridian, as delineated on the map attached to the ~pplication, 

from which she fo~ed the Cam~ton Heiehts Subdivision of approx~~tely 

lSO lots. Certain of said lots may be further divided by their new 

owners so that the tract may eventually include as many as 350 sep­

arat.e parcels Wi'th:Ln the subdivision boundaries. The service area was 

enlarged by approximately 30% by amendment of the application during 

the course of the hearing, as shown on the map marked Exhibit 1 in 

this proceeding. The total area to be certificated is therefore all 

of the southwest quarter o! Section 12 in 1'2N, Rl~l, H.M., except ·two 

small parcels, the one comprising bluff land located at the southwost 

corner of the tract and the other at the northeast corner of the tract. 

- 1 -



A-315Sl NB -- • 
The tract is presently supplied water from a well located 

on the highest lot on the south boundary of the subdivision. The well 

is reported ~s being 315 foot deep I ea:>cO. to the bo'Ctom ".'i th l2-inch 

oil well casing, and having a 7~ hp turbine pump whose bowls are set 

at a depth of 200 feet. The ",ell .first fiowcd as an artesian and tho 

present water level is s~id to be at 5 feot below tho sur£~ce. Water, 

at ~hc r~te of 150 gpm, is lifted to a 7, 200-gallon, covered redwood 

'tank) 42 feet above ground from whence gravity now supplies the 

tract. Present water pressure ranges from a minimum of 20 psi on the 

south side to a maximum of' eo psi on the north side of' the tract. 

The distribution system presently consists of some 9',500 

foet of mains ranging in size from 4-inch to 3/4-inch pipe to which 

ar~ connected 85 serviccs~ Nine 2:-inch fire, standz :tre in place, 

seven With valves ~nd hose adapters and two with wharf' hydrar~ts. 

?orty customers arc prcs~ntly being served, including the Rohnerville 

Elcment~ School ~Thich has an enrollment of' al'proxima tcly 225 pupils 

and which is served from a 2-ineh ou~lct on ~ 2,-inch main. It app~ars 

toot approximately two-thirds of the entire tract is piped. There is· 

on hand for the unzervcd area 4, 075 feot of pipe togother with valves 

and fittings. 

aesidcnts and othe:rs who intend building in the tract havo 

indicctcd tl~t loans insurod by the Federal Housing .Authority canno~ 

be obt~ined until certificated public utility 30rvice is ~uthorized 

in the tr~ct a.nd b..'\vc urgod Gc.rly granting of o.pplic.lnt f oS request. 

Applicant ~s proposed the following rates ~nd intends to 

suP?ly metered service ~s meters may be obtained end inst~lled 
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A-315Sl NB- • 
METER RATES 

5/S X ,!4-inch meter, monthly minimum c~rgo •• $ 2.50 
.,!4-inch meter, monthly minimu."ll cho.rgc •• 3.25 

l-inch m~tcr, monthly ~inimum charge.. 4.75 
l-l!Z-inch mator, mo~thly minicum c~rgo •• 9.25 

2-inch meter, monthly minimum c14~rgc • • 12.50 
3-inch meter, monthly minimu.~ chnrge •• 25.00 

Th~ monthly ~nimum will entitle the consum~r to 
~hct quantity of wator which the monthly minimum charge 
.... fill purcholse at tho !ollo'l."ing q~ntity rates: 

First 
r;cxt 
Next 
Next 

5,000 g~11on$7 or les3 ••••• 
10',000 gallons, per 1000 golllons 
10,000 golllons, per 1000 gallons 
20,000 g~llons, per 1000 gallons 

FLAT RATES 

• • • • 

• • 
• • • • 

(Applicrlbl~ to all unmeasured water cervice) 

~~nimum, per !~ily, per dwelling: •••••• 
Minimum, irrigation, sprinklers only, u."'ltil 

such time ol~ meters arc ins tolled • • • • • • 
Per 2-1/2-inch fire plug per month •••••• 
For stock per head per month • • • • • • • • • 

~ 2.50 
.50 
.45 
.30 

~ 2.50 

2.00 
1.00 

.25 

The cost of: constructing the present system appears to MoVO 

been ~19,252, segrogated as follows: 

well drilling 
P1.:mp 
Tank and tower 
¥~ins and connoctions 

$ 4,509 
3,025 
1,9l0· 

~~.~~~ 
It was developed at the hearing that the lot on which the 

well, pump ~nd t~nk are located :md a rr~rket value of $1,000 before 

instolll~tion of such £~cilities. Construction work is in progrGss 

involving a materi~l cost of ~l,S50 and ~n cst~~tod l~bor cost of 

~2J700. Future distribution main extension~ have been estimated to 

cost ~5 ,600, ~nd the meter installations to cozt :;~llJSOO. The com ... 

ploted syste:n. "r'lould, therefore, have an ~stiIlUltcd cost of ~41,602. 

Applicant in ~$timating future yo~rly revenues has based 

such c$tim~te on prcs~nt customers ~nd their flet-rate minimums under 

the rates requested, re~ulting in o.n annu:!l reVC1nuc of ~~1,6l0. Thi:; 

estim.:l.to appears to be very conscrv~tivc since it can hQ.rdly be 

assumed that all cus~omors will be minimum-usc custo~0rs or t~t no 
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A-3158l NB 4It ~ 

new customers will be co~~ected to the system. The tract is new, ~s 

attr~ctive ~nd newly built homes and presents the appear~nce of. a 

going ~nd gro."ling subdivision. 

Annual opcrCl'eing expenses were estimated by applicant and 

preze:lted as an, exhibit at the hcc.ring. Such expenses arc summarized 

as follows: 

Power for pumping . 
Office 0~enses (billing, t~lephonc, 
boo~oeping, postage) 

Maintenance ~nd rcpc.irs 
Taxes, dues, legcll fecs, licenses, permits 

Estinuted Totc.l 

~ 720 

300 
1,080 
..lQQ 

$2",400 

The estinutc for mainto~ncc a.nd repair expenses appear excessive in 

t!1at over one-h:llf of all pipe connections arc welded, all pipe :lnd 

fittings arc new, :lnd a now pump :lnd ~ub$tanti:ll t~~k is in place :lnd 

in proper opcr~tion. 

The rates proposed by ~pplic:lnt, even though not objected t.o 

c.t. t.he hen-ring, do not appear to be p:r-opcrly designed particul:lrly in 

view of the wide spread in U$~gc to be expected between customers hav­

ing tho smaller lots and those ~ving :lcre:lgc. ~tcs for the school 

also require specio.l attention. The entire rate structure, there,forc, 

will be redesigned to spread the ch~rge~ more cquit~bly among" th¢ 

users. Until the tract is further developed, the r~toz that will be 

authorized will ~ppc.rcntly provide revenues only sufficient to meet, 

oper~tins expenses. 
. 

The system ~s been fino.nced on ~ cash b~sis ~nd ~pplicant 

~sscrts t~t such ~ b~sis will bo continued. 

It ~ppcars from tho rocord t~~t applicant has a permit from 

the Bo~rd of Supcrlisors of Humboldt County to install ~nd mcintc.in ~ 

w~~cr system without the necessity of obt~ining a franchiso from the 

county, such permit to continue u~til further order of the Board of 

Supervisors. It also ~?pc~rs that ~ health cc~cificato has not been 
, .~. 

. 'Of:;:'. . .... . .. ", . 
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A-3l5Sl NB ~ • 
required but ~hat the inspector for the county regularly tests appli­

cant's wat~r supply ~nd has dcc~rcd it to be ~ safe supply. 

No other public utility w~ter systom opor~tcs in or adj~­

cent to the subdivision ~skcd to be ccrtificat¢d and no protests or 

objections rove boon made rcl.:ltivc thereto. Undor the circ'Umst.lnccs, 

it appears t~t public convenience ~nd necessity require ~nd will 

require t~t applic~nt be granted a certificate in the aroa requested. 

~lith respect to applico.nt T s requ~st to collect Co ~50 met.er 

in$tc.l~tion cost froo customers, we Wish to point out that such ~ 

practice is contrary to long established policies of this Commission. 

A wntcr company should install I11etcrs at it-s o",'n cost, as meters are 

properly a pert of the plant. Thore is no more reason for ~ custcmcr 

to pc.y the purch.:;,zo price o.nd installD.tion cost of 0.. met~r i~Mn there 

is for him to purc~se a pump, an electric motor, main pressure regu-

lator~ .or cny other part of the utility plant. By like rC~$oning, 

it is ~pp~rcnt that the water comp~ny should make ~ll s~rvice connoc­

tions c.t i'es own cost. Applic.lnt's request in this regard will not 

be grc.ntcd. 

The certificato of public convenience and necessity herein 

issued is subject to tho following provision of ~w: 

T~t the Commi~sion s~ll have no power to authorize 
capit~liz~tion of this cortificctc of public convenience 
~nd necessity or tho right to own, opcr~tc or enjoy such 
eorti£ic~tc of public convenience ~nd necessity in excess 
of tho a::no'U."lt (exclusive of o.ny tax or cnnual coorgc) ac­
t~lly p~id to the State as the considcro.tion for the 
iss~~ncc of such certificc.to of public convenience and 
necessity or right. 

o R D E R - ... ----

..... 

the 

The above-entitled D.pplication mving been consid.erod, .:l 

public hcnring ~~ving been held, the matter ~ving been submitted ~nd 

now being reedy for deCision, 
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IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that public convenience ~nd 

nec~zsity require ~~d will require ~he construction ~nd operation of 

0. p't.:.'olic utility WD.tor system by Thelma B. \;ood, in C~mpton Heights 

Subdivision in Rohncrvillo" Hu=lboldt County, as set forth in a map 

marked Exhibit 1 in this proceeding; therefore, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED thnt ~ certi£ic~te of public con­

venience and necessity '00 o.ne. it is gr~ntcd Thelma B. ~lood to con­

struct and operate 0. public utility syst~~ for the distribution and 

s~le of w~ter within the territory horeinbefore described. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED thc.t o.pplico.nt sho.ll" within 

thirty (30) dOoYs from the do.te of this order 1 file tho following 

sch~ulc of r~tcs to become effective for all w~ter service rendered 

on or after t~c first do.y of October, 1950, such schedulo of ro.tas 

together with rules and regu~tions o.nd sorvice creo. map, o.cccpto.blc 

to this Commission, to be tiled in o.ccord~neo with the requirements. 

of this Commission T s GcnorcLl Order no.. 96: 

Schedulo No .. 1 

METER RATES 

APPLICABILITY 

For all "ItOoter :::crviC0 rend.erod on ~ ::;.ctcrcd bo.sis. 

TERRITORY 

Within Cru:pton Heights Subd.i vision (SV1~ of Section 12, T2N 1 Rl'"tfl, 
H.M.), Humboldt COUIlty, Co.lifornio.. 

~TES 

Monthl~ o,u~ntity C~r$cs 

Per Meter 
Per M9.,nth 

o to 56°00 so.llons • • • .. .. .. .. .. • • • .. .. $ 2.2'5 
Next 1 ,000 g~llons, per 1000 g~llons .... .40 
Next 20,000 gallons, per 1000 gallons ...... .)5" 
Next 25,000 gallons, per 1000 g~llons ..... .)0 
Allover 60,000 gallons, p~r 1000 gallons .... .25 
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RA TES ('Co:l'tinued) 

Per M~ter 
Per Month 

!~onth1y Minimum Ch:lrgcs 

5/a X 3/4-inch ~cter ............ " •• 
3!4-incl1. tlctcr· .. .. .. " " " " • " " " " 
l-inc-h meter •• .. .. .. .. " • " .. " 
1-1/2-inch ~ctcr .""..".""""" 
2-ineh meter ..""..""".."." 
)-inch me-ter "".."...."""."" 
4-inch meter ""..".."...".." .. 

$ 2.25 
).50 
5.00 
6.50 

10,00 
20.00 
40.00 

A minimWil ch:lrgc will enti tlo the con­
SUI:'ler to the q'.l:lntity of wc.tcr "/hieh 
t~t monthly ~n~'num coo rgc will pur­
CMSC o.t tho monthly quo.nti ty cr.crgc" 

Sch0dule No. 2 

~ __ RA ...... T~E .... S 

APPLICABILITY 

For all w~ter service rendered on 0. flo.t ro.tc bc.sis •. 

TERRITORY . 
\'Jithin Campton Heights Subdivision ($\'[1; of Soction 12, T2N 1 R1W, 

H.!-l_) 1 Huoboldt County, CC\li£ornia. 

RATES 

Dwelling 7 per :fWlily 
Irrigation by means of sprinklers 
Fire Hydro.nt 1 eo.ch "". _ " .. " " 
StOCk

i 
per hc~~ "."."".,,_ 

Schoo """...."."."". 

• • • • 
• • • • · . . . 
• • • • · . . . 

Per Month 

$ 2.50 
2.00 
1.00 

.25 
20.00 

SPECIALCONDIT!QNS 

C~rgcs for flat ro.tc service o.rc p~yo.blc in o.dvaneo. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED thD.t appliCAnt sh.:.ll: 

1. Noti£y this Co~ission in writing of the completion 
of ~he sys~cm for which this certificctc is gr~nted, 
within thirty (30) days thcrc~fter. 

2 _ File, within sixty (60) dolYS .:lft·cr the d~tc of this 
order, four copies of :l comprehensive map, drawn to 
:In indicc.tcd scn.1e of approx~tely 400 feet to the 
inch, delineating by approprio.tc markings the land 
and te-rritory zerved .lnd tho loc.ltion of the 'V'c.riou3 
propcrtic$ of ~pplico.nt. 
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" A-31SS1 NB. • 
The cuthori~tion herein gr~nted will l~ps¢ if not exercisod 

within one (1) yc~r froo the d~tc h~reof. 

The effect i vo date of t his order shall be tho d:ltc hereof • . 
Dated at S~n Fr~ncisco, .California, this 

~.L1950 .. 
.... 

J 9 It.. day of 
t- I 

Commissioners.. 
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