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Decision No. 4.4.872 
fUJ ffff U (fJ U ff§~ 1 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF' CALIFORl~IA 

County of Fresno, ) 
) 

Complainant, ) 
vs. ) 

) 
So~thern Pacific Railroad Company, ) 

) 
De fendant • ) 

----------------------------) 

.. ~ 

Case No. 5'208 

leRoy Snyoer, Jr., for County or Fresno. 

.----

~. S. Myers, for Southern Pacific Railroad Company 
M. E. ~tchel, tor Tra.nsportation Department, 

Public Utilities Commission. 

o PIN ! 0 N ....... ~---- .... -. 

The County of Fresno, by com~laint filed herein, seeks 

an order directin~ Southern Pacific ~ilro~d Company to install and . 

completely bear the expense of an automatic type warning deVice at 

the crossing of its main track with Central Av~nue in Fresno County 

(Crossing No. B210.;), alleging that said cross~ng is an extre~ely 

.hazardous one. 

The defendant has controverted the m~tor1al allegations 

of the complaint a.nd upon the issue thus joined, 0. public hoar1ng 

w~s held at Fresno, before Examiner Silverhart, on Septemb0r 6, 1950, 

at ~hich time the case was submitt~d for deciSion. 

The crossing ia located some five miles southerly of 

Fro:no and 1~ situated about ;0 feot east of the east line of U.S. 

H!.ghway 99. 

Lew N. Clark, a member of thc Board of Superv1sors of 

Fresno County, testified that he had observed the crossing tor nine 

years; that Central Avenue was a main route to ~he west from Del Rey; . 
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C~se 5208 - ER * 

th.~t tho Contrc.l Avenue erossin~ ~!o.S put to grooter use th:ln othor 

crosc:ing::: in tho t!re::.; tho.t pcr::ol'lS residing in Dol Re:r must usc 
, 

s\\ch crossing to reach tho drive-in t~i.loat0r on U. S. Highwny99 to 

tho southwest t:'lcreof. ~d lO.011$, Jr., Frosno CO'U.."lty ~ssistru1t com

~~ssioner of Public Works, testified th~t direct tro.ffic from the 

east trovcrscd Centro'll Avenue for C\ dist~ncc of ten or t~Nclvc miles 

to Crossing ~o. :8210.5, ~'/hich is utilized more tr...:ln othor crossings 

...,i thin ~ rod1'1J,$ of 'Cwo milos. He stiltod that Co moeh.mical traffic 

cou.."lt. covering the poriod. from 9 :00 a.tn., l:"'y 26, 195'0, to 9 :00 n.m., 

Y.:.ny 27, 1950, ind.1co.tod 727 vehicles moved over the crossing, travel

ing in both directions, but thAt such n~~ber idll increase betweon 

/ 

l.rO to 50 per cont d'.:t:ring tho harvest SOClson.. The wi tnc::s :l.ssertod 
(1) 

tho.t ~"'l C!.ccident resulting in dec.til occurred "'ithin the lest 8 

~onths ~t tho cro::sing; th~t oth~r ~ccidont$ h~d token place thoro and 

that ~ tr~in actu::.tod flcshinb sig~l should bo inst~llcd. 

Evio.oncc on bo~lf or 'elle dotondc.nt ·'''~S prosentod by tho 

~:;$ist=...."t supotint~ndent .:t!':'.d the a:;sist~nt division enginoor of its 

Son Joo.CJ.uin Div1s1or.. Their testimony sho't,rs I,;h~.t Ccntro.l Avenue is 

cro:::scd by defoodont r S tl~in lirJ.c, , .. rhich is sinGle track o.t tM.t 

pOir.Lt.. A siding, ucod only by the y~ra. s."r.ttching (~neino o.nd not for 

l'~ssing of tr.:tins, is o.djc.ccn~~ 'Co :md l'c.ro.llol with tho main trock. 

A spur extends southerly from 'cho cl~ossin~ to the CCllifornio Pine 

Bo:: co~:>::!~y, dist311t 200 t¢ 250 foot ~rom tb.·~ conter line of Ccntro.l 

Avenuo. Usu~lly one: car is taov~d ovor this spur throe times ~"cokli. 

It. '\I!e.s stcted t~t 36 throueh freight tr~in$ tr:J.vclcd{ltl.) oast over the 

crossing and ~3 west d'Urine the period from Augu:::t 22, 1950 to 

A\:~.lst 28, 1950, ~nd thc.t dcfondcnt opcro.tcs loss po.ssongor ond local 

freight troins now th~ it did lO yc~rs ogo, ~~th the number of 

(lD.) 

In tho period November 19, 191+9~,o April '"i"9, 1950, there worc
trse~ ~ccidcnts ~t tho Centr~l ~vcnue crossing, rc~ulting in 
throo do~thz end t~::> non-1"at~l injuries 
Railroad direet10ns are hore roferrod to·. 
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through freight trains remaining substantially the same. Maximum 

~llowablc speeds over the crossing range from 30 miles per hour 

to 75 miles per hour. 

Defeodo.nt's witness estimated the cost or -installing 

two Stsnd~rd No. 8 Flashing Lignt signals, as detailed in the 

Comrniss~onfs General Order No. 75-B at $8,000, with a maintenancc 

charge or !lOO annually. 

The record clearly establishos, and we h~reby find, 

that Crossing No. B210.5 should be protected oy autom~t1c signaling 

devices. ~hc record also demonstrates that the need tor prot~ct10n 

arises, not because of defendant's activities, but r~thor becnus~ 

of the increased number o~ vehicles tro.vcling over U. S. Highwny 

No. 99 Dond to ~nd from Central Avenuo over such crossing. It must 
, (2) 

be noted th~t we have harotofore stated that a r~ilroad's 

respOnsibility to keep at a minimum the hazards at all points .. 

of highway crossings with its line, is ~ continuing one, ~nd thc 

cost or providing protection nt gro.dc crossings dopends upon the cir

cumstances :lnd equities in co.eh inst.lnee. 

We h:lv'c decided that a pro';)cr allocation of the costs 

requires the r~ilroad to assume one-half of the expense or in

stalling the needed protection and the County of Fresno one-hAlt 

thereof. The r~ilro~d shall bear the expense of maintaining tho 

installation. 

o R D E R ... --.. .... .-.. 

A publiC hearing h~ving been held and b~s1ng this order 

on tho evidence thorein ndduccd, ~nd upon the findings and con

clusions s¢t forth in the foregoing opinion, 

(2) Sac city of !Os Angeles - Docis1on No. 23744, Ap~licaticn 
No. 17036 de-ted June 1, 1931, 36 P .. U .. C. 342. 
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,IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That Southern Po.eific RA.ilroCl.d Company; dcfendo.nt 

herein, ~thin 90 days from the effective date hereof, shall. install 

.:It the crossing of Central Avenue with the defendant's tracks, in 

the County of Fresno, Crossing No. B2l0.5, two Standard N~. 8 F!a.shing 

Light sigr~ls, in cccordance with the provisi¢ns of General Ord~r 

No. 75-B of this Commission, the s1gn~1 on the southwest corner 

to be equipped with o.n ad~itiona1 set of Flashing tight Signals to 

face northOoun~ traffic on Highway 99. 

(2) The entire cost of inst~lling said lights shall be 

borne fif.ty per cent by Southern ?~.cif1c Ra.ilroae. Compan:r, and 

fifty pe:r cent by the C"unty or Fresno. 

(3) The cost of ~~1nt~1ning s~1d lights s~~11 be borne 

by South~rn Pacific ~ilroo.d Co~po.ny. 

The effective date o~ this order sho.ll b~ t"vfcnty (20) 

days after th~ date hereof. 

Do.tcd :lt~~1/~A//.("t~ACC ,. Co.11fornia, this ;?tL 
day orb 1)7;711'1 I ,19,0.. . 


