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Decision No.

BEFORZ THEE PUBLIC URILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNYIA
In the Matter of the Application of SOUTHERN
PACIFIC COMPANY for an investigation of exrode
crossing of Dainty Way over applicant's line
in Brentwood; to allocate the cost of sny - Application No. 30439
additional crossing protoction found necessary: :

or to abolish caid crossing 4if tho eame 15 not
needed. ‘

R. §. MIERS, for Southern Pacific Compony, Applicant
ROBERT N. BLEWETT, for City of Bremtwood, Protoctant
ROBERT L. CCNDCN, interested party. '
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In this proceeding Southern Pacific Company requestc an imvestigation of
the crossing at grade of Dainty Way over its mainm line and other tracks in Bront-: .
wood, Contra Costa County, to dotermine 4f additional protcc%ion is neoded, and if
30, to allocate the cost thereof: or in the event gald crogsing is fm:.nci to be not
necessary in the pudlic interost, to bave authority gronted for its physical clos-
ing.

A pudlic hearing has doon held bofore Examiner Hall, briefs filed, acd
the matter sudbmitted and ready for docision. |

The main line of applicant botweon Cakland ond Tracy, vie Martinez, runs
in o general north amd south direction through Brentwood. Within the city limits
the tracks are straight. Oak Streot and Dointy Woy arc the only stroots crogsing
the tracgks, Oak Street c:‘-ossing boing locnted adjacent te applicant!s dopot.

On tko oagt side of tho rallrosd, Roilread Avenuo 4s adJacent and parsllel
to applicant's right of way, and First Street 1s located ono bleck, or about 400
foot, onst thoreof. Immediately west of the railrood :S.nd para.llél theroto 1o
walnut Boulevard which extends southeasterly from Ininty Way a distance of cpproxi-

mately 900 feot ond then curves away from the rallroad to tho seuth. Dainty Waoy-

oxtonds woet aftor ereosing Walmet Bowlovard., Ook Street has ita wostorly torminus
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at Walmut Boulevard and oxtends eastorly sevoral dlocks. The Stato highway route

through Brentwood runs on Oak Stroct betweea First Street ond Railroad Avezue,
thonee southerly along Railroad Avemic to and beyond tho south city limlts of
Brentwood. The maizn rctall dusinoss district 4c along Oale Stroot. The indue—
trial area ic along bBoth sides of the railroad right of way. |

Tho physical charactordstics surrounding ocach. of the crossings herein

involvod aro sumarized as follows:
Dofnse Warv Oale_Stroat

Yurbdor of Tracks , 1 Zain line 1 madn line (Zx. #2)
_ 5 sidings 5 siddngs "

Width of pavement 25 feet 25 feet
(approx.) .
Protoction 1 #L crozsing sign 2 43 wigweg signols (Ex. 43)
1 4L croczing sigm

Cet. 10 Oct. 14 Cet. 7
—ehed 2z, & Ay,

Podostrians 7
Autos 1,793
Trucks ' 788
Motoreyclos ' &
Bugos : 15
Bicyclos ‘ 13

Trains:
Switching
Movomonts 12 - 3L
frain M 6 '

All traffic to the businoss diztrict of Brontwood azd to tho industrial
arca 0ost o..‘l' the tracks originating west of tho railroad must use olthoer of the
erossings herecin involved.

The fruit packing houses arc loceatod on onch zido of Dainty Way.:
adjacent to Railroad Avonuo or Walnut Boulevard, During tho fruit :casdn large
quantitios of perishadlos are moved from tho wost of tho tracls to those pack-

ing housos.
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Applicant contends th.';\.‘a in view of the cmall amouwnt of traffic, Dainty
Way crocsing could be closed without undﬁe hardship %o tho traveling ﬁublic. but
£ £t 4c shown that this crossing shovld be kopt open, then automatic protection
chould bo provided with cirevitc that will reduce to o minimum excess opomtio#
and ringling whon trains aro not a.ctuo:'.'.ly noving over 4he croscing.

'L‘ho’ City of Brentwood wvigoroucly objectod to tho clocing of the Dainty
Way crossing on thoe ground that it 4s necessary for the circulation of vebicular
traffic in the inductrial ozd business districts of the city; that trucks load.éd.
with perishedles originating to tho weet of tho ¢ity muct cross tho ra.ilroo.drté
roach tho paciing housos; that te avoid congostiorn at f;ho intersoction of Onk
Strect and Roilroad Avenue thosze trucks wse the Dainty Way croscing rather than
the QOnic Szfoct ¢rosscing; that thls congostion is caused lorgely by right and loft
turn movoments as all Stato Highwmy toaffic must moke theco turns ot tho intor-
section of Oak Stroot and Railroad Avonus; and shat thic congostion ic méitorial.ly
reduced By the uae of the Dainty Way crossing.

A witnoszs for tho Schcol Dictrict tostifioed that scheol bus drivers
have been instructod £0 wso thoe Dadnty Way croscing in ordor to avoid the State .
mm treffic. He vigorously opposod the closing of tﬁo Tainty Way erossing
axd wac 0f the opimion that croscing sienals showld be 4nmstalled.

The Firc Dopartment chowed that 1t had fire plugs on cithor oide of
tho traclks ot Dalnty Woy and that a crossing ic nocossory to onmabdle 4t %o lay‘
heso from the fire truck across the tracks. If no crocsing oxisted ot thot lo-
eation 4t would be nocessary te Llay the hose by nand, & slow and cuborsome
acthed. .

Many witncssos were ealled by tho City, including its Planning

Enginocr, who showod that both tlc crossing at Oak Stroot and the-ono at Dainty

Woy wore mecossary: also that tho lattor crocsing showld bde protoctod,‘by auto-

matic signals.
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In reviowing tho ontire rocord in thic proceeding wo £ind the
following:

(a) 3Both tho croccing at Dainty Way and the one at Onk Streot are o .
convenlonce vo tho traveling public, altbough the volume of vehicular traffic
could ve handled by one crossing:

(b) The.elimination of the Dalnty Way crossing would cause inconvenience
to vohicular traffic throué;h the industrial area of tho city as such traffic
would poss through the interzoction of Oak Stroet a.nd Redlrond Avemuc eaucing
an abnormal sxount of turning movemonts and interforenco at that. location:

(¢) Public coxvonicneo necossarily roquires the continmusd wse of the
Dointy Way crossing:

(4) Dainty Way crossing should bo protocted by autematic cignals for tho
protection of road traffic:

(6) Tho coct of providing such protoction should bo borne oqually by
applicant and the City:

(£) Applicant chould rearrange the circuits of tho signale at Qak Stroet
in order to roduce oxcoss operation of Signals when no train movomonts aro:
pacsing over the crossing.

The following ordor will provide for additional crossing protoction

as horoinbeforo outlined,

QR2ER

A public hearing having boon hold and the matter having beon zud-
néttod, IT IS ORDERED: '

I. That applicant and tho City of Brentwood are autherized to imstall
twe No. 8 flashing light signols ot thé crecsing of Dadnty Way with the tracks of
Southorr Pacific Company (Croscing No. B-61.6) with control circwits which will
roduce to a minimum oxcess oporation of said signals., Tho cost of construction

¢£ thoso signals shall de oqunally divided Yotween applicent and tho City of

Ll
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Brontwood. Tho maintenance of theso signals shall thereaftor o dorno by appli-
cant. Before storting imstallation, applicant shall file with the Commission

clroult drowings for sald signals.

II. That applicant shall at 1ts own exponsc roorrange the circuits
fer tho cignnls at the Oak Streot crossing (Crossing No. 38-61.7) 1n order to
roduco oxcoss oporntion of coid cignals when no trains are moving or passing

ever the crossing.

Within thirty days aftor cempletion pursuant to thic ordor applicont

shall s¢ adviso thoe Cemmisgion in writing., This aunthorizaticn chall beecome void
1T not exorcisod withir onc yoor wnloss timo %0 extonded or 4f above conditions

are zot compliod with, This order chall bo offoctivo twonty days after the dato

Datod O.‘ug:qmjﬁgm: 4‘4 . "’6 , California. this ,;2/ >

day ef \\‘ MM/MAMZ | , 1950.
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