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Decision ~; 0 .. ___ 4.....-S ...... 0'""~""'> ... 3r..-_ 

BEFORE 1m; PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORi'YIA 

In the Matter of the Application or ) 
T.K8 ATCHISON, TOPEKA and SA:..'iTA :r~E ) 
RI ... IL\~AY CO.~?.c.l~Y, El c,p.rpora t10n, ) 
(hereinafter called TP'...8 A.TCHISO!~ ) 
CO!I1?A::.fY), a.."l.d RA1LViAY EXPP.ESS t .. C£l;CY,) Application No. 31336 
1.;C.. (here:i.nafter called EXP: .... .,gSS ) 
AGZ~CY), for authority to discontinue) 
the station at Hinklej, California, ) 
a..~d to thereafter operate the eame as) 
a nonazenc y s to. t1 on. . ) 

!{o~ert w. ';Jalke!', Jolm J. BJ:llluff,. nnd John B. 1<r!L."'n.er, 
for Tl"le Atch:'scn~ '':;'ope1:':l. {'1nd Sc.nta :r'e n<:l11woy Compt\r1Y' :lone. 
Railway :Sxpre:Js Agency, Inc.; Osco.r DIll01an and. Robert J .. ·S'Ooth, 
p:-otes ta.."l ts. 

o ? I NT ON .... _ ... _-_ ... 

Tho "tchizon, Topel~o. c.n.d St.n tc. Fe Ra1lwo.:r Co:npany e..-"d 

th~~ Railway Expres!l Agel'lCj, Inc .. , Ilpplicllnt3 herein, requost 

:::.uthori ty to d.iscontinue the operat',Ol'l. of Sli. aeency stct10n tlt 

Hinkloy, California., e..ld to opi:rate the stat:'oll' O!l n nonagency 

bacis. 

A public hea.ring was held et Hin'kloy,on O'ctobeX' 19, 1950, 

before Exo.mmor Syphers, at which timc ovlde:J.co W£J,S sdduced and the 

%l".a.ttor submitted .. ' 
., 

Hinkley st&t10n is located.. in San '2ern~rdino County, 

spproxi::nately 10.2 milos, by rail, west of Eo.rstow, and approxi­

matoly 27 :n110s, bY' roil, east of Boron.. At both Barstow and Boron 

ag~nts nrc maintained. At tho hear~.ns, testimony wo.s prosentod. to 
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,A. • .31336 - a • 
the effoct that a notice of the hearing had been posted at the . 
Hinkley statior.~ end published 1':l (). newspaper of genera.l 'circula.-

t10n in Barstow. Exhibit ~lo. 4, presented by a witness for the 

railroad, shows the revenues and exponses for the years 1948 and 
1949, s.ttributable to the station here under consideration. From 

~~ ~naly$is or this exhib1t, the following figures have ~oen 

secured: 

Applicable to H1nldey St;;ltion 

EX?ENSES' ---

Actu~l sta.t~on ex­
pen:e at Hinkley 

Oper. Exp. cttribu­
table to Hinkley 1,264 

~et 10z~ trom operation of Hinkley stnt~on 

1948 1949 

~ 1,$44 ) 996 . 

.. ' 5J 666 4,,621 
~ 4,.l22 ~i3,621 

It should be pointed out that the revenue attributable 

to Hinkley stp.t1on was computed by tho ra11roaa to '00 equel to So% 
ot the totcl rev'enuo de:-ived from troish.t torwo.rded and receivee 

at the Hinkley sto.t1on. Exhibit No. S shows the volwnc of froight 

h:Lndled at Hinkley during the years 1948 end 1949. AI;. examination 

or this exhibit shows t~at, during tho year 1948, there were seven 

carloads or tre1ght forwa.rc.od from HinJ:eloy O,j.'l.d. 41 car1oo.ds received, 

while in 1949 thore woro no car1oad~ forwarded and ~n1y four 

received. In 1948 there were nine lees-than-carload sh1,ment~ 

rorw~dod and 213 received, while in 1949 thero were six lesz-tnan­

carload chipmcntc forwardod ~d 221 received. 
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It 'i~ tho proposal or applicant to pay some rezident or 

H1nkley a no~1nal sum to be custod1nn or the key to the'station. 

All less-than-carload shipments will be set orf at Hinkley: and 

locked 1n the station and the consignees may obtain tho J<ey from' 

the custodian ~d secure their shipments. The necessary book work 

~~d accounting re1at1ng to these shipments w11~ be done by the 

agent at Barstow who will notify the consignees. All 1ncom1ng ship­

ments at H~ey will be on a prepaid basis and the outgoing ship­

ments from H1nl<ley will 'be handled through the agent at Barstow or 

Boron. It w~s the conten.t1on or the railroad w1tness'es th.o.t this 

plan of operation would prove sat1sractory nnd that, in, view of the 

amount or bus1noss being d'one at Hinkley, 'on agent was ,not necos-

sary. 

The opponents to applicant's proposal'1ndicated that the 

agent now pertormi duties in addition to those required ror the 

operation of the Hinkley station. In other words, the agent now 

h.andlos some train orders and also yertorms services in the pump1~g 

of water. The ra11ro,cd w1tna,sses conceded thllt this was the case 

but contended that the train orders could bo handled by the agents 
, ' at the other stations ~~d the pumping or water could be handled 'by 

the section crews. 

It wcs further pointed out tl~t, While at the pres~nt 

ti,ce there is a telephone at the Hinkley station, end thl\t this 

telephone, under the proposal" will not be available to tho, !:>ublic 

generally, there is other telephone service in Hinl:ley. The station 

telephone is proposed to be in a locked booth" a.vai1a.ble only to 

train crews. Likewise" it was pointed out that telegraph messages 

may bo ~ent by ca.lling Barstow. 
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A!tor a complete con~ideration o! all of the evidence in 

this record, we are ot the opinion and hereby tind that the con­

tinua."lco of the agency station at Hinkley is not justified in thtlt, 

in view ot the volume of business handled, the st~t1on is operated 

at a 103s; t~t, under the proposal, carload shipments will not be 

afrected; and t~t less-thAn-carload shipments may bo handled 

through the apPointment or a custodian. Accord~gly, the applica­

tion will be granted. 

ORDER - - - --

Application as abovo entitled hav1ng been tiled, a public 

hearing, having been held thereon, and the Co~ission be1ng tully 

advised in the premises and hereby f1.."'ld1ng it t.O be 1n the publie 

interest, 

IT IS ORDERED that The Atchison, Topeka. and Santa Fe 
-.' 

Railw~yCo~pany and Railway Zr-press Agency, Inc. be, ar.d they 

hereby are, authorized to discontinue their joint agency station 

at Hinkley, Cali1"'orn11;i., anc1 to change station rocords tmd opera­

tions accordingly, subject to the following conditions: 

1) applicants s.hall continue :to operate tho 
Hinkley station as a nonagenc:r station; 

2) a,plicants shAll g1vo not lets than 10 
days' notice to the pub11c ot said agency's 
abandonment by po~t1ng a notice at said 
3t~t1on; 

3) applicant, The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 
Railway Company shnll store less-th~"'l-carload 
freight shipments under lock in the companY't 
depot located at Hinkloy and the key to this 
treigh.t ho'u,se shall be obtainable tro:::l. a cu::J~ 
todian located at or near the station. A 
notiee shall be ~1nta~ned at the station 
advising the patrons as to where tho loCej" may 
'be secured; 
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4) npplicantsshs.ll, with1."'l thirty C~O) cloys 

thereafter, notify this Commission, L"'l v~iting, 
of tho ~bcndonment or the tec111t1es ~uthor1zed 
herein ~d of their coop11ance with tho.condi­
tions hereof; 

$) tho authorization herein grnnted shall lapse 
~d become void if not exercised within ninety 
(90) days after the date hereof unless· further 
time is granted by subsequent order of this 
Commis$ion. 

The effective date ot this order sh&ll be twenty (20) 

day$ ~fter the date hereof. 

Dated t:.~. ~..zw:~.o· , California, this ,..:J/ ~ 
day of n:z..:..r;:zr/-~ ./ , 1950. 

I 


