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Dec is ion 1\o._--"'4 .. 5 .... 0""'-5 .. 9.__-

BE?ORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CO~~ISSION 

J. Z. CHRISTENSEN, ) 
) 

Coml'lninnnt, ) 

V:l • 

TIiZ PACIFIC TELEPHO!m AND TET..ECtR.APH 
COi':!PJU';Y, a corpora. t1on, 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

Defend.ant. ) 

00.30 ~ro. S06S 

-----------------------------) 
OPI1~ION 
-"-- .... - ... ~-

The compla.int herein alleges that, on or about t~e 31st 

day of' Ma.rch, 1949, the telephone facilities of com,lainant were 

disconnocted by respondent telephone company upon a ropres~nt4t1on 

~y respondent that it hOod information to the effect that the tele-
I 

phone facilities concerned were being put to uses prohib1t~d by 

the law. The complainant further allege5 tha.t the telephone facili-\ 
, 

ties were not used in violation of the laVl and tha. t he Vl11l sutter r' / , . 

irreparable inj\l%'y, ha.rdship, and financial loss by 'oe1nsdepr1ved 

of these telephone facilities. 

An order granting tC:lporary interim relief was issued 'by 

this Co~ss1on on April 22, 1949, in Decision No. 42791, direct­

ing respondent telephono company to restore the fac11it1e:!1 1n ques-
- . 1 

tion pending a hearing on the complaint. This restorat~on was 

effected nnd s,u'osequent.ly the tolephone company filed an u.nswer 
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to the complaint, tho principal allogation of wh~.ch was tJ:~t the 

respondent telephone company bad re~=onable cause to believe that 

tbe u~e made and to be made of the telephone facilities concerned 

was p~oh1bited by law and that, accordingly, it was required to 
! 

discont1nue serv1ce to the sub3cribe~ under the provisions of this 

Comm1ssion's order contc1ned 1Xl Dec1s1on No. 41415, dated April 6, 

1948, in Case No. 49.30 (47 Cal. ? .. U.C. 85.3) .. 

The parties hereto have novl signed and filed a stipula­

tion wherein it is stipulated that, although the telephone company 

acted with reasonable cause, it does not have ev1dence frtointro­

duce before the above-entitled Cocmission to establish the 'actual 

use made or to be ~de of said telephone service't. It 13 further 

stipulated the. t the ?et1 tionar "has no cauze for act1onno:r: cla1m 

for dD.llULges against defendant" tor 1ts action in this :.l3.ttEir. 

A review of the record in th~s case d1scloses thtlt 

defendant telephone company d1sconnected the telephone facilities 
I 

of petitioner upon information received from the Crice Study Commis­

sion on Organized Crime of the S·tate of California. S1m1lnr 1ntor­

mstion tro~ the Crime Comoission was held ~y this Commission to 

constitute reasonable cause for the telephone compony to d~~connect 

the sorvice in the case of Millstone v:.. The Po.citic Tolephone and 
, .. 

'Z'elegraph COtlpany, Decision ~;o. 4.3458, da.ted Octo'ber 25, 1949 

(l~9 Cal. ?U.C. 178). 

In the light or this record, we find t~t the telephone 
, 

company exorCised due care in taking tho action it did and 'we fur-

ther rind that this action was ~.:sod upon reo.sonable ctluseas such 

te~ 1~ used in Decision No. 4~15, supra. However, 1nasmtlCh as 

there 1: no evidence to introduce concorning the Qctuo.l USI~ made 

or to be made of the tolephone service, and in view of the affidavit 

-2-



r.w.ci.e in the complaint', we !'!lust s1ve the complainant the b:~mefit or 

1;he as ~ab11shed presumptions of the law. Therefore, \'10 find on 

t~"l.:ls record that petitioner is entitled to eontinued tele'phone 

~lJrvice, subject, or course, to all duly authorized rules: and regu-
I 

lationz of the telephone eompa~ and to the exist~g app~1eable law, 
I 

ORDER - .... ---~ 

The complllint of J. Z. Chri9ten:Jl)n against The 'Pacific 
I 

Telephone and,Telegraph Company having been tiled, the parties hav-

ine entered into a 5 t1p'l.. .. la tion, and the Cotm:l1s~1on being tully 

advised 1n the premise: and basing its decision on the evidence or 
reeord in th1~ ease, 

IT IS HJ::.~.sBY ORDERED thtl. t the order or th1s CoZ:m1,ssion 

in Decision No. 42791, dated April 22, 1949, temporarily restoring 

tolophone sorvico to complo.1nant, 'be mede permanent, such re:tor£1-

tion being subject to all duly authorized rules an~ regulations ot 

the tolophone eomp~y and to the exist~~g applicable law., 

The effective date or this order shall be twe~ty (20) 

<f:tu 
, California., this otf . 

day or 

~ ."" .... ' 
. ,", .. .' , , - .', 


