
Decision No. 45144 

B.r.:FORE THZ PU3LIC U'rILITI:::;~ 

(1 ) 
L~.1IS STAVIS, ot 0.1 

VS. 

Petitioners, 

'1'P.::: P/ .. C IE'IC 'i'ZLZPHONZ AHD 'i':::r.3Gn:.PH 
CQIi.P.'.NY, :l corporation, 

Defendant. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) COoses Nos. 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

------------------------------) 

,501,5 
,5022 
,502,5 
,5026 
5027 
,5028 
5029 
50)0 
50)1 
,5032 
.503~ 503 
,503 
,50)7 
,5038 
,5039 
5040 
50~ 
,5044 
5047 

,5048 
,5049 
,50,50 
,5051 
,50,52 
5053 
$054 
50.57 
,5058 
5059 
5060 
,5061 

506~ $06 
506 
5069 . 
5070 
5071 
,5072 
5091 

(2) 
Ral"Oh L •. 'Je1sb. for petitioners .Lawler, Felix o.nd 

Hall, and P11lsbury, i.,;ad.izon a..""lcl Sutro, by Les11e C. Tupper, for 
defendant. 

o ? I N ION ------..--

Each pet1 t10ner heroin has filed ,~ cOr.1plaint 1l1lec;ine 
tl .... c.t, on a d~te set out therein, which in every in!) tance occurred 

durinr; tl'le per10d r.~o.rch 16 to April ,5, 1949, the telephone 

faci11 tics of each. pot1 t1onor were disconnected by defondant 

Tll-SeJe ,".ppcnClix liN'. .--. 
(2) P.t the heo,r1n~; Mr. Welsh ~:1thdrew b,is oppeEl.l"e.nce in (.;,rlses 5025, 

5026, ,5029, ,5036, ,5071, and 5072. T:'le se petitioners ho.d in­
dividu~lly si3nod stipulations which were presonted by dafen­
dnnt. 
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c. ,015 et '- • 
telephone company, upon a repre:.entntion by do~ondant that it 

haC. intorl't:.ation to the effect tl'la t the telephone facilities 

concerned were being put to uses prohibited by the law. It is 

further alleged that the telephone facilities were not used in 

violation of the law and that each petitioner will sutfer ir­

repnrable injury, hardship, and financial loss by beinc deprived 

01' these telephone ra~i11ties. 

Orders granting temporD.ry interim. relief were issuod 

by this Co~ission on the dates and under the decision numbers 

set out in Appendix "A" 1 directing dlQ:f\:mdo.nt telophone company 

~o restore the facilities in question pendinc a he:lring on ench 

co~plnint. In e~ch case, restoration wns effected and sub­

sequently the telephone company filed answers to the complaints, 

t~'lC prinCipal nllesntion or each being tl"lat the defendant· 

~elephone company had reasonable cause to believe that the U$e 

~nde ~~d .to be ~ade of the telephone facilities concerned was 

prohibitod by law, and that, o.ccord1ngly, it wa.s required. to 

discontinue service to thez~ subscribers under the provisions 

of this Com.."l'l.issionTs order contained in Decision nolO 41415" 
dD.ted April 6, 1948" in Case ~.?.30 (47 Cal. P. u.c. 853). 

Public hear1ncs were held in theso matters on 

Decolnber 11, 1950" before Exruniner Syphers 0. t Los Angeles " at 

wh1cL"l time the matters wore zu'omitted. 

Each of the petitioners hereto entered into a s tlpu.­

l.:ttion with defendant wherein it is stipulated that" although 

tho telephone cO::l:pany a.cted vii th reasonable ca.use" it does not 

ha.ve evidence lito introduce bofore the above-entitled COl'lllniss ion 
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C_ 5015 et sl - MP * 

to estcb11sh the actual use made or to be made of said telephone 

ser~J'ice1! • It is !\:.rther stipulated the. t the petitioner 1!has no 

cause for .'lction nor claim for do.mages against defendant" for 

its action in this matter. 

A review of the record in these cases discloses thD:t 

dofondn~t telephone company disconnected tho telephone facili­

ties of each petitioner upon information received from the Crime 

Study Commission on Organized Crim0 of tho Sta.to of Cali:Cornie.. 

Si~la.r information from the Crime Commission was held by tJ:;'.is 

Co~ission to constitute re~sonable cause 'for the telephone 

comp~ny to disconnect the service in the case of Millstone vs. 

The Pacific Telephone ~nd Telegraph Company, Decision No. 

43458, ~o.tod October 2$, 1949 (49 C~l. P.U.C. 178). 

In the light of this rocord, we find that the telephone 

compo.ny oxercised duo care in taking the action it did, and wc 

further find that this action wac based upon roasonnble couse 

a~ such term is usod in Decision No. ~141$, supra. Howevor, 

i:~~smuch as thero 1$ no evidence to introduce concerning the 

.'lctuc.l use made or to be nlElde of the tel ephono sorvico, a.'I'l.d in 

view of the affidavit made in each complaint, wa must give 00ch 

petitioner tho benefit of the established prosumptions of the 

law •. Therc:fore" wo :find on this record tM teach poti tionar 

horei~ is ontitl~d to continued telophono servico, subject, of 

cour~e1 to 011 rules ~nd rogulotions or tho telophone company 

~~d to the existing applicable law • 

... 
-~-



C' • .501.5 at ,- 1"J? 

AP::':~1DIX I' An 

Orders temporarily 
restoring service 

Case No. Petitioner Number Date 

501.5 Lewis Stavis 4280.5 4-26-49 
, 

5022 Leonard ~royn,e 427$0 ~.-19-49 

5025 Harry !:a t zman 4.2746 4-19-49 

5026 Kathryn K11tnick 42751 4-19 .. 49 

5027 Edith Franklin 4.2752 4-19-49 

5028 Kenneth o. Leedom 42753 4-19-49 

.$029 Roy Donov1ck 4.2754 4-19-49 

.$030 Robert Laro'b 42755 4-:!.9-49 

5031 John \;. Butord 42756 4-:-J.9-49 

5032 Edward L. Star 42757 4-19-49 

5033 r/i't"s. r!enry Hir3h 42758 4-19-49 

.$034 Eowar~ J. SpraGUe . 42759 4-19-49 

.5036 M.. Rubin 42760 4-19-49 

.$037 Herman Hoffman 4276:. 4-19-49 

5'0,38 t .. D. Davie 42762 4-J.9-49 

.$039 Fr~: Na1di tch 4276" 4-19-49 

5040 Robert Greenberg, co- .l.J2764 4-19-49 
p~tner in Little Club 

.$042 Lester A .. V!om"oachor 42768 4-20 ... 49 

.$0W+ Berdie Cor.,n 42770 4-20-49 

.$047 Lona S hOrnlr;-.n 42773 4-20-49 

.5048 Horold Zubl~off 42774 4-20-49 

5049 Maurine Jayn,f)s, dba 42775 4-20-49 
Florence Avenu~ ~~cre-
tarial Service 

5050 Charles Ross 42776 4-20-49 
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co. 5015 et , - MP 

APPENDIX nAn (Continued) 
Orders temporarily 
restoring ~ervice 

Case Ho. Petitioner NU!'!l~er Date -
5051 Sidney Pepperman 4.2777 4-20-49 

5052 Henry A. Gronich 42778, 4 .. 20-49 

5053 C •. L. Handley ~.2779 4-20-49 

5054 Donovan A. Himebaugh 42780 4-20-L~9 

5057 Ma.urice Feldman ~L2783 4 .. 22-49 

$058 Theodore Mich.a.ud 42784 4-22-49 

5059 E. S. Trimble 4278$ 4-22-49 

5060 A. :Sennett 42786 4-22-'+9 

5061 Jacl'l: P. Kaye 4.2787 4-22-~9 

5063 !i!o.rthe.. Hays 42789 4-22-49 

5064 M:-s. :J. Vans te in 42 ... ·..,0 I ~ . ~.-22-49 

5066 u. s. 1"'lart'~.:r1 427:'2 4-22-l~9 

5069 Sa..-n. Ca.rbone 42808 4-26-l.lo9 

5070 Caryl C. Clarke 42809 4-26-49 

5071 ;.~::. Helen Ws.gnor L12810 4-26-1.1-9 

5072 R. V. LoGro.nd 423'L6 5-2-49 

$091 Cha.s. A. B~ne ~2983 6-14-49 
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C: $01$ et t -

onDZR - - - --
The above-entitled complaints against The Pacific Telephone 

D.nd. Teleere.ph COr.'lpany hllVinZ beer.. filed) the pa.rties havinC entered 

into stipulations, o.net the COl;Ullis sion beinc fully advised in the 

pre~ize~ and basing its decision on the evidence of record in 

sa,id. caoes~ 

IT IS IillREBY ORDJRED that each and every order of this 

Co:r.mission in the decisions set out in Appendix "A", tempora.rily 

restoring telephone service to each complainant herein, be made , 

permanont, such restoration being subject to all rules and regula­

tions of the telephone company and to the existing app11¢~ble law. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) 

; (- b cm:U:l~V'£RS _,' ' 
of:,/' : ...... , ... ~ .. 

4 


