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Decision No. 45:191 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILlnES COMI'-lISSION OF '!HE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

) 
IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATI ON OF ) 
LeROY COOK, doing business as Cook's ) 
~ljater System, for Certificate of ) 
Public Convenience and. necessity; for ) 
approval of Rule s and Regulations; ) 
for approval of Rates. ) 

-------------------------------) 

Application No. 31302 

Burford and Hubl~r by Wnldo E. Burford for appli
cant; Ralph Gunderson for Tulare ~ounty Health 
Department, interested party. 

o PIN ION --------
LeRoy Cook herein requests a certificate of public conven

ience and necessity to operate a public utility io.J'ater system 1 under the 

na:ne of Cook's \-Jater System, in the unincorporated community of Poplar, 

Tulare County 1 and to have ~stablishcd a schedule of rates for the 

service rendered. 

A public hearing w~s held in Porterville before Examiner 

Gillard on October 311 1950, durin~ which no objections were raised to 

the grnnting of the certificate. 

Poplar is located about seven miles west of Porterville and 

has a population of about 750 reSidents, mostly agricultural workers 

who move in and out of the community in pursuit of their tr~de. 

Applicant has cp0roted a water system therein since 1947, and at the 

present timG :i.s serving .:lbcut 142 residences and business cstablish

mC~lts. jiat.Gr is obtainod from t\'lO 'ftrolls, both situated on one lot in 

the northwest section of th.c service o.r~.'l. One is 0. lO-inch cased well, 

226 feet dc~p) capable of delivering 300 gallons per minute through a 

Po;;ton.1 pump operated by 3. 20 hp motor. The other is a 12-inch ca~cd 
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w~ll, 500 f..:!ct d00P" delivering 150 gallons per minut0 through a By'ron

Jackson pu.'7lP driv~n by a 10 hp motor. Two pressure tanks of 2,000 and· 

;,500 sallons, respcctiv~ly" ar0 equipped to maintsin pressure between 

20 and 40 pounds per square inch. ~;e.ter is distributed through 11,700 

feet of pipe r~nging in ~izo from three-quarters to six inches. There 

arc 260 service connections, although only 142 arc in usc o.t the 

present time. 

Thoro is no other water system in Poplar l o.nd thcr~ are no 

priv~tcly o\l/nod wells supplying water to any part of the proposed 

service area. 

Ralph Gunderson" Chief of the Division of Sanitation, Tul~re 

County Health Department, testified that a test ~de on October 25, 

1950, showed the water to be sanitary and potable. He further st.:\ted 

he has had no complaints from consumers on this system since it has 

b~~n opcr~tcd by applicant. 

The Co~~ission's engineer cstim~tcd applicant's total opora-
1:.ivo !':i.xocl. c.:tp:Lto.J. to bo ;~J.e~209 o.~ o-r Octo1:>or )J., J.950~ w1.th n dapro-

cia~ed rate base of ~17,04; computed by the straight-line method. 
Those figuros were ~cceptcct by ~pplicant. 

Applic~nt d~sircs to instnll moters and complote the pr06r~m 

as soon ~s i'ina.nccs warro.nt. Ccrt<1in improvements are necessary ~nd 

~Pi'lic~nt desires to drill ~ new well and inst~ll the necessary pump 

~nd equipmcnt, lower present pumps and build pump houses for protoc-

tivc purposc~. Those ~~provcrncnts arc ectimntod to cost :~4,400. 

~. LeRoy Cook testifi~d tho.t his present ro.tcs are :~1.50 

per month for each building connection, with an addition~l chnrgc for 

lo.wn nnd gnrden irrigation during the months ~~y to October, inclusive, 

vc.rying from 50 cents to ~~2 per month, nccording to the size of' the 

irrigo.tod ~::"cc.. These r.ltes produced ~3 ,117 in 1949, o.nd $2,610 :for 
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the first nine monthc of 1950. From the eVidencc, it appears that tho 

rc.:asonable: annual (;!xPGnsc~, including deprcciation 1 arc ~~2,555 under 

prcsent oPQrating practic~s. With revcnuos for 1950 cztimatcd to b~ 

~'3, 467, t~e net return u~der present rates will be 5 .37~ on the dcpre-

ciatod rate base. 

Applic~nt requested flat rates which include a basic charge 

of ~2 per month per dwelling, including 30 square feet of lawn and 

sardcn irrigation, and also a r.l.~ter r~tc of ~~,l. 70 per month for the 

first 10,000 gallons, reduced through four blocks to 7 cents per 1,000 

gallons for all \.;atcr used in excess of 40,000 gallons. 

Applicant testified t~t the proposed rates arc designed to 

produce th~ same revenue as now received. The evidenco, however, 

shows that the proposed rate should yiold ~n annual rovcnuc of approxi

mately $3,600, r~zulting in a net return of 6.1% under existing condi

tions. Tho testimony indicates that the rate structure proposed by 

~pplicant will require certain modificutiono to conform to Commission 

pr~cticc ~nd to prevent possiblo unfair discrimination among consumcr~. 

It \'las agr~ed th:.t the meter ra t(~S should be based upon the cubic foot 

as a unit of mc~suremont rather th~n th~ gallon us formerly proposed 

~y ~~. Cook. The modifications set forth in tho rate schedules estab-

lishcd in the following order will make no subst~ntiul change in the 

rl",!venuc yield. 

It is concluded th~t a certificate of public convenience nnd 

ncccssi ty should be grunted ~nd the order \."i11 so provide. 

Tho certificate of public convenience and noccssity issued 

n0rein shall be subject to the following provisions of l~w: 

That the Commission shall r~vG no power to authorize the 
c~pitalization of this certificate of public convenience and 
nac~ssity or the right to own, opor~tc or enjoy such ccrtifi
c~tc of public convenience und necessity in excess of tho 
<1nlount (exclusive of any tux or ilnnuul charge) ,'lctually paid 
to the State as the consideration for the issuance of such 
certificate of public convonience and necessity or right. 
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Public he~ring ~~ving been huld on the above-entitled ~ppli

c~tion, ~nd b~scd upon th~ findings nnd conclusions set forth in tho 

prcc~cling opinion) 

IT IS HERZBY FOUND AS A FACT th~t public convenience and 

necessity ~~11 require the opcr~tion of ~ public utility w~tcr system 

by LeRoy Cook in the ~rc~ described ~s follows: 

The area around the unincorporat~d community of Popl~r) 

Tul~rc County, locut~d ut the common intersection of Sections 34 and 

35, To~~ship 21 South, ~ngc 26 East, and Sections 2 and 3, Township 22 

South, R:lnge 26 &-;.st 1 rJI.D.B. & :r-~. 1 described .:lS follows: 

Bcgi~~ing ct the Northwest corner of Section 2, Township 22 
South) Range 26 East, I'I.D .B. & M.; thence South .llong tho ~lest 
line of s~id Section 2, 625 feet; thence East ond parullel with 
the ~orth ~ine of sai~ Section 2, 1320 feet l more or loss, ~Q 
the ~ast 11t1~ ~f the t~ort.h\\f~st quarter of the Northwest qunrtor 
of s~id S~ction 2; thence North ~long ~hc East line o£ s~id 
~ort.hwcot qU':\l."'t.or of t.he Northwost quo.rtcr 575 feet to the South 
line of the County Road; th~nce ~Jcst along th0 South lir.c of 
so.icl County Ror..d 660 .fect; thenco North 1370 £cc~ ~o the North 
lino o-r ~hC' Sou"Ch~'!cst qu..1.rtcr of the Southwest quo.rtcr of 
Section 35,. TOw1iship 21 South, Mnge 26 Best, M .. D.B. & r·I.; 
t.honcc \ic:::t 700 feet to ~ pt1int 40 .foot Wes~ o.f the West line of 
s~i~ Section 35; th~nc~ North and parallel to the West line of 
s~id Section 35, 1295 fect~ more or less, to the South line of 
FO'Urth Street as dclinc~.:ted on t.ho m~p of Tr~ct No. 50, County 
of 'l'ul-'lre 1 ,,"s recorded in Volume 19 of r-laps) Pegc 96, solid 
Tul<lre County records; thence i.~cst :~long the seoid Scuth line of 
Fourth Street 4SS feet to the vle5t line of s,,"id Tro.ct No. 50; 
thence Sout.h t..long the West line of said Tract No. 50 and its 
extension southerly 2617 feet, more or loss) to tho South line 
o~ Section 34, T~wnship 21 South> Renge 26 Enst, M.D.B. & Moo; 
thence ~st nlong the South line of s~id Section 34, 52$ feet, 
~ore or less, to th0 point of beginning, containing 71 acres, 
::lore or less) .:lnd as dclinca. ted on a map rn..1.rked Exhibit HAn filed 
in this proceeding ~nd made a part of this order by reference. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED t~t a ccrtific~tc of public convenience 

.::.nd ncc~ssity be and it is hereby gr~ntcd to LeRoy Cook, ,,"n individu~l 

doing business as Cook's W~tcr System, to opcr~tc a public utility for 

the distribution and 5.::.10 of \I!~ter, for domestic purposes, within the 

torritory hereinbefore described. 
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IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED th~t: 

1. Rntes set forth i~ Exhibit A ~ttachod to this order s~ll 
be filed by LeRoy Cook in qu~drup1ic~tc, in conformity 
with this Commission's Gcncrn.1 Order No. 96, within five 
(5) days after tho effcctiv~ d~te of this order, to be 
charged for 011 w~ter service rendored to its customers 
on ~nd after the first day of Fcbru~ry, 1951. 

2. Applic~nt within forty (40) d~ys from the cff~ctivc dnto 
of this order s~ll filo with this Cownission four sets 
of rulc5 ~nd regulations governing customer rc1~tions, 
each set of which shall cont~in ~ suitable map or sketch 
dr.li\'!l to .:m indic:.lt~d scnIc upon 0. shoot S,x1l inches 
in~ze, celin~nting thereupon by distinctive m~rkings 
the boundary of applicnnt's present service ~rcn ~nd the 
loco.tion thereof with rofcrenccto the immediate surround
ing territory provided, however, that such filing s~ll 
not be construed as .:I.' final or conclusive dGtcrmin~tion 
or establiShment of the dcdic~tod area of service or 
portion thereof. 

3. Applicant within forty (40) days after the effective ~tc 
of this order s~ll file fo~r copies of ~ comprehensive 
1!lD.p drc,w"!1 to ~n indic.:l.ted $'::.:I.1e of not less tho.n 400 fc.;;,:t 
to the inch dclinc:~ting by :lppropria'ce markings the 
v~rious tr~cts of land and territory s~rved ~nd the' 
loc~tion of vnrious properties of ~pplicant. 

Th~ ~rfoctivc date of this order s~ll be twenty (20) dcys 

~!tcr the d~t~ hereof. -zdL 
If\. Do.tod at San Francisco, C~lifornio., this 

~~ ,19::LQ. 
~ 7 dOoY of 
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Schedule No. 1 

MONTHLY' ~ ~ 

APPLI CABIlI'l'Y 

For ~ll wutor furnished on ~ flat r~te basis. 

TERRITORY 

In the 'Ul".incorpor~ted town of Poplar" Tulare CO'Unty. 

RATES -
1. For each singlo family residenco of five rooms or less" 

L~cluding a gar don area of not over 500 square feet ...... 

Per Service 
Per Month 

$2.00 
For eaoh additional room •...................•..•..•...... ~. .25 

For o~ch ~dditional dwelling hous~" including cabins" 
tents ~r tr3.i1crs, on SOJIlC premisos taking wntcr 
through ~nmc connection ...............•..............•. 1.50 

2. For ~ ~bin, tent or trailer used as a residence on 
3. singlo lot or premises .•.•••.••••..••••.••.•••••.•..• 1.50 

:3. Sprinkling of lllwnS, g(U'dens, shrubbery and trees, for "ll 
~tercd area in excess of 500 squo.re feot" payable during 
the six months of May to October" inclusive: 

First 500 square feet .............•.•...............• 
Next 4,,500 square feet J per 100 sq~re feet 
Over 5,,000 sq~e feet" per 100 sqUAre feet 

4. For each water cooler" during months of us~ge: 

No charge 
.04 
.02 

1-1ator circula.ting type ......... " ............... ".............. .50 
Non-circulating type ••........••••...••..•...•. "....... .75 

5. For c~ch office or shop, according to f~ci1itics ~nd 
use of wat€lr ............ " ............. " ...... ~ .......... .. 2.00 to 4 .. 00 

6. For each C~rC, rcst~urant or service station, 
scccrding to use of ~ter ••••••.•.•••••••••••••••••••• 3.00 to 6.00 

7. For each cormnercial laundry" ~ccording to use of water .... 5 .. 00 to 10.00 

8. For Motels" and tr~ilcr ~rks: 
V~ger's residence or apartment •••••.••••••..•••••••• 2.50 
For each unit or tr~iler •••••••••.•.•..••..•••.•••.••• .75 

Lawn and g~rdcn irrig~tion, in ~ddition ~s set forth in 
Paragr~ph 3 ~bove. 

EXHIBIT A 
P~ge 1 of .2 
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ScheduJ.o No. 2 

METERED~ 

APPUCABILITY 

For ~ll ~tcr furnished on a metcrod b~sis. 

TERRITORY 

In the unincorporated town of Popl.:l.I', Tul.:u-e County. 

RATES 

Qu..':\.ntity Rates: 

Firot 600 cubic !c~t per month, 
Next l,ooO cubic teat per month, 
Next 1,400 cubic feet per month, 
Noxt 2,000 cubic feet per month, 
Over 5,000 cubic foet per month, 

or less .. '" .................. . 

}\,.il".imum Chll.rge~: 

For 5/s x J!4-ineh meter 
For 3/4-inch meter 
For l-inch m€tcr 
For l~-inch meter 
For 2-inch meter 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

p~r 100 cubic teet 
per 100 cubic !oet 
per 100 cubic feet 
p~r 100 cubic feet 

......... 

..................................... 

...................................... 

Per Meter 
Per Month 

$1.70 
.25 
.20 
.15 
.10 

1.70 
2 .. 40 
3.75 
6.50 

10.00 

A meter may be installed upon any service at the option of either the utility 
or the customer .. 

E)J1IBIT A 
P.:l.gc 2 of 2 


