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Decision No. 

BEfORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES CQ}11HSS I o liT OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application of The ) 
People of the State of Ca11for~ia on ) 
relntion of the Department of Public ) 
'dorks, for an order authorizing the ) 
widening and construction of existing ) 
grade crossing of the State Highway, ) 
Route 7~, and the tracks of the Sacramento) 
Northern Railway, in Contra Costa County, ) 
State of California. ) 

Application No. 30090 

George D. Mo~, for Department of ?ub11c \ITorks, 
applicant. 

E. L. Van Dellen, for Sacramento Northern Railway. 

In this application the Department of ~~blic Works of 

the St~te of California (hereafter referred to as the State) 

requests authority to widen and reconstruct a crossing over State 
(1) 

Eigh'''ay, Route 7~ and the tracks of the Sacramento Northern 

Railw~y (herenfter referred to as the Railw~y) in the City of 

Walnut Cre~k, Contra Costa County, and further requests th1s 

Commission to issue its order apportioning the costs of the work 

involved between the Stl~ te C'.nd the RnilwC\y. 

A public hearing was held in S~n Frnnc1sco on June 30, 

1949, before Ex~miner R. K. Hunter ~nd the motter was submitted 

on concurrent opening ~nd re~ly briefs which h~ve been filed. The 

officials of both the City of Vlnlnut Creek end Contra Costa County 

were notified of the hearing but no one o.ppe~rcd on the1r bchnlf. 

Follo""'ine the heoring but prior to the filing of the 

(1) Legislntive dcsien~tion. Also known ns Stnte Highway 24. 
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briefs, ~t the request of the State, to which the Railway had no 

objection, the Commission issued an interim opinion ~nd order in 

this proceeding being Decision No. 43118, d~tod July 12, 1949, 

authorizing the widening and reco~struction of the crossing involved 

but withholding for this opinion nnd order the apportionment of 

costs •. 

The f~cts arc undisputed. The prcscr.t cross1ng (Public 

Utilities Commission Crossing No. 8-27.1) consists of two lnncs 

of p~vement with a total width or 18 fect. The State proposes to 

.... 'iden the highway from two l.'lncs to four lanes with n. tot:::tl paved 

width of 46 feet with two-foot shoulders. The widening und re­

construction of this crossing is part of a state project which 

contcm~lates improving the highway from Orindn Junction on the west 

to 'vJalnut Creck on the cast making the entire length of this pro­

ject n four-l~ne h1ghway. In addition to the reconstruction and 

widening, it will bc neccssnry to relocate the t,~o exist1ne w1g­

w~g signnls, which ~ppcar to be adcqu~tc, to locntions outside the 

paved area in order to permit two l~ncs of vehiculnr trAffic in 

both directions. It is ~lso nroposed to inst~ll guard rails at 

the crOSSing to rct~in the pavement ~nd prevent any interference 

'·.'i th the operation of the trains b:'l keeping open :l fl.?.ngcwny for 

the whecls of locomotives and rnilroad cars. 

Subsequent to the hC3r1ng ~nd the filing of briefs, to­

wit, on J:lnunry 2, 1951, ~ stipul.:\tion ,,'n.s filed si~n0d by both 

the ~pplicant and the Sacr~mento Northern R~ilway which referred 

to ~ goncrnl plan of apportioning costs of widening ~nd recon­

struction of gr,~de crossings which was considered by thc repre­

sentatives of this CommiSSion, the Depa.rtmcnt of Public Works of 

-2-



• • A.30090 - JD 

the St~tc of C~lirorni~ ~nd of tho four major steam r~ilroads 

opcr.:1.ting in this Stnte, which p1~n is d,,'ltcd August 28, 1950. 

Both the np?licant and the Sacramento Northern in said stipulation 

hove 'lgrccd thnt the cost of widening nnd reconstructi~n of the 

s~id gr~do crossing involved in this procc~ding may be m~dc on the 

b~s1s of s~1d pl~n. 

The order will so provide. 

o R D E R - -- ..., - ..... 

A public henring h~,ving been held, briefs h~ving been 

filed nnd b~scd upon the evidence ndduccd ~nd the stipulation 

filed Jnnuory 2, 1951, 

IT IS ORDERED that the cost of improving and widening 

the crossing of Stntc Highw~y Route 75 with the tracks of the 

Sacramento Northern Ro.ilwtlY in th~ City of Halnut Croek, Contr:l 

Cost~ County, Californin,.(Cross1ng No. 8-27.1) shnll be 

npportioncd as follows: 

1. The S,'\crm.mcntCi :~orthern Rn.ilwllY shnll bear th(! cost of 

~ll work involving the improvement of the trnck ~nd its roadbed, 

including the cost of installing gu~rd rnils und preparing the ~rca 

within the track nnd ~ithin lines two feet outside of th~ r~ils for 

the reception of the pavement nlso including the replacement of 

tiCS, rnil .:'lnd b~l;J.n.st, .~nd further, sh:~ll be responsible for the 

cost of the m~1ntcnancc of snid nrea nfter the crOSSing hns been 

p~ved and completed. 

2. The Statc of Cnlifornio (rhe Department of ?ublic~Jorks) 

shall be~r the cost of relocating the existing protective devices 

and the paving of the crossing m~dc necossary by tho o.ltcr~tions 
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and reconstruction th~reof ~nd shnl1 be responsible for the mnin-

tcnanec of the nrcc outside of lines two feet outside of tho r~11s. 

3. The cost of Rny other incident~l oxpense not herein 

spccific~11y provided for sh~ll be apportioned bctwcan the 

Sacr~mento Northern R~ilw~y nnd the Dop3rtmcnt of Public Works of 

the St~tc of Cn11forn1~ pursunnt to the provisions of the ngreement 

d~.tcd August 28, 1950, referred t<":' in the st1pul,~t1-:':1n fi10d 

Jnnu:lry 2, 1951. 

The effective d~tc of this order sh~ll be twenty (20) 

d3Y of 

) ~':"~ .. ' 

-1~ ~ edA,.ddl't;~~1 

COHNISSIONERS 

-~-


