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Decision No. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COI-1!'lIS3ICN 

) 
In the Matter of the Application of ) 
SAN CABRIEL VALLEY ViATER COMPAJ.'JY for) 
a Certificate of Public Convenience ) 
and Necessity in territory adjacent ) 
to its Whittier District. ) 

------------------------------) ) 
Applica~ion of WHITTIER WATER 
CO~~ANY) a corporation, for a cer­
tificate of public convenience and 
necessity to serve certain unincor­
porated terrJ,tory west and northwest 
of Whittier, California, and to 
exercise franchise rights. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

---------------------------) 

Application No. 31616 

Application No. 31766 
(Amended) 

Faries and McDowell by McIntyre FA.ries, attorney, 
and Edsar Skelton, for applicant in Application 
No. 31016, and for So.n Gabriel Valley Water 
Company, protestant in Application No. 31766 
(Amended) as it applies to territory covered by 
Application-No. 31616; Gordon and Knapp by 
HUSh Gordon, attorney, for applicant in Applica­
tion No~ 31766 (Amended), o.."ld for Whitti'er ~Jater 
Co~pany, protestant in Application No. 31616; 
Donald J. Dunne, attorney, for Citrus Grove 
Heights Water Company, Rincon Irrigation Company, 
Rincon Ditch Compa.ny, Rose Hills Memorial Park, 
Central L~~d and GraZing Company, and Joe Moynier, 
protestants in both matters as to territory 
covered by both applications in duplica.te; 
Frank F. Pellissier and Sons, Inc. by Leon A. 
Pellissier, protestants in both matters as to 
territory covered by both applicDtions in dupli­
cate; George C. Gillette, attorney, for Cross. 
Water C9mpany, protestant in Application ! 
No. ;1706 (Amended). 

OPINION IN APPLICATION NO. 31616 . 

INT£;nr'I O:INION IN AffLIGATION NO. )1766 (AMENDED) 
11 

San GD.briel Valley T/[ater Company, a corporation, by the 

above-entitled application £iled July Z5, 1950, and Whittier Wa~er 

11 Hereinafter referred to as San Gabriel. 
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y 
Comp~ny, ~ corporation, by the ~bovc-?ntitlcd ~pplicotion filed 

September lS1 1950, each asks for a certificate of public convenience 

and necessity to construct, operate, and m~intain a water system in 

unincorporated territory west, northwest, north, and northeast of the 

City of Whittier, Los Angeles County, California. The territories 

applied for by each applicant overlap substantially. ~fuitticr W~ter 

Company ~lso applied to serve an area southwest of the City of 

Whittier. 

A consolidated public hearing in these applications was 

held before EXC-."l1iner Warner on October 5, 1950,. at Los Angeles, 

C~lifornic, at which ovidcnco was received pertaining to the dupli-

cate territory west, northwest, north, and northeast of the City of 

Whittier; and Application No. 31616 was submitted, and that portion 

of Application No. 31766 (Amended) pertcining to the duplicate area 

was submitted, the portion of Application No. 31766 (Amended) relat-

ing to the area southwest of the City of Vmittier being continued in 

order that proper notice could be given to other public utility water 

comp~ni~s operating in the are~ and to other interested parties. 

Whittier \'[D.tcr Company 1 at the hearing, amended the title 

of its :lpplication by adding the words "and southwcst Tt ~ftcr the 

phrase 'Tunincorpor~tcd territory west and northwest." This was done 

in ord~r that the title should include a reference to Parcel 2 in 

Appendix A, as further delineated on the m~.p 1 Appendix B., Page 2, 

~ttachcd to Applic~tion No. 31766 (Amended). This ore~ is not related 

geogr.:lphic,':tlly to the crcos herein being considered. It lies some 

5 or 6 miles to the southwest, and separate hearings will be held and 

y HE:rcinafter rcferr~d to as Whittier. 
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a sepor~tc order will be issued therein. An interim order will be 

issued in Application No. 31766 (A."'ncnded)' herein. 

The ar8a now being considered is located in unincorporated 

territory of Los Angelos County about 1 mile from the northerly 

limits of the City of Whittier. The area extends for about 4 miles 

in a northeasterly ~ southwesterly direction bet.ween the San Go.briel 

River, which bounds it on the west, and the low rolling foothi11s,on 

the east. The c~sterly boundary generally is Workmnn Mill Roed for 

~pproximately one-half the distance, ~d then, at the extreme north­

erly portion, the southerly boundary becomes the San Jose Creek wash. 

The requested territory has an area of approximately 1,200 acres. At 
~ 

~7' present~ there are few inhabitants, the territory being principally 

devoted to dairying ~nd farming. However, it is situated on the 

easterly, outer perimeter of the East El Monte-Pico-Puente-Whittier 

district which is rapidly b~ing converted to suburban property. The 

record shows that many landowners therein ~lready have been approached 

by prospective subdividers regurding the pozsible development of their 

lands for homesites. 

San Gabriel Valley vIator Company is a California. corpora.­

tion serving some 10,000 customers in its El Monte district, imme­

diately adjacent on the northwest and west of the arca applied for 

herein, and some 7 1 °00 consumers in its Whittier district west, south­

west and south of the ~rea applied for herein. As shown on the map 

filad at the hearing as Exhibit No.1, it has presently installed 

wD.ter production ft1.cili tics on the northwest, north, and northeast con­

sisting of Plant No.9, 1,000 gallons per minute, Plant No. W-7, 

1,500 gallons per minute, Plant No. B-3, 2,000 gallons per minute, 

and Pl~nt No. B-5, 500 gallons per minute. On the southwest, 
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San Gabriel has presently instollcd facilities consisting of Plant 

No. W-4A, 2,500 gallons per minute, and Plant No. W-l, 1,200 gallons 

per minute, and Plant No. W-1A, 700 gallons per minute. The record 

shows that San Gabriel plans to drill a well, to be known as Plant 

No.7, due north of the area applied for, with a capacity of 3,600 

gallons per minute, and a new well of unknown capacity to be located 

southwest of the area as an addition to Plant No. W-l. 

San Gabriel's Witness, M. E. Mosely, Vice President, in 

exploining the present and propo:sed pipe-line installations as shown 

on E~~ibit No.1, stated that because of the plans of United States 

A~y Engineers to build ond construct the Whittier Narrows rlood 

Control Dam and Basin, in this generol vicinity, San Gaoriel plans 

~o interconnect its El Monte and Whittier district systems around 

and to the east of the Flood Control Basin flooded lands. This 

proposed connection would traverse, from north to south, the area 

applied for herein with a 10-inch trcnsmission main, to which dis­

tribution mains of smaller size would be nttachcd. Other distribu~ 

tion mains would be installed throughout the proposed territory • 
• 

San Gabriel holds Los Angeles County Franchise No. 3063 N.S. 

to operate in this arCa. 

The record shows that the water from all wells h~s been 

tested by the Los hngeles County Health Department at regular inter­

vals and has been found to be potable and free of undesirable content. 

The territory applied for, according to the witness Mosely, 

would be oper~ted as an addition to San Gabriel's present Whittier 

district and would be included therein for service and accounting 

purposes. 

-4-



,~-.31616 £L 
i\-J1766 

~ccording to the record, pipe ~nd f~cilities for making 

thi:' prupuscd installc:.tions are ei th€r on h~md or ilre immedia.tely 

:wailablt; to San Gabriel. 

Rates proposed to be charged by San Gabriel ilre those 

prcs~ntly on fil<;: t~'r its Whittier di strict. They include both 

mct~r ~nd flat rates ~s follows: For Gonor~l Metcrca Servico, 

~1.Z5 per meter per month, minimum ch~rg€, for ~ ,/a x 3/4-inch 

:r.~t<::r. Tho;: quun~i ~1 rat('.s are ~1.25 per meter p(;r m(mth for th!::' 

first 800 cubic fCQt, or loss, of wnt~r uscg~; with th~ next 1,200 

cubic feet at 11 cont~ per 100 cubic fe~t; the next 1,000 cubic fe~t 

,~t 9 c0nts per 100 cubic f(.et; und allover .3,000 cubic feet ~t 

7 cents pwr 100 cubic f~ot. For Flat Rate SerVice, $2 per month for 

e~ch r~sidenc~, including one lot of ona-half ~crc, or less, per 

service connection; 75 cents for <.:ach ndditi()nal one-fourth acre 1 or 

l~ss; ~nd $1 p~r month for each addition~l residence on a lot. Th~ 

record shows that SM Gabriel proposes to install meters throughout 

th~ ~rca applied for inasmuch as it is pursuing n general pl~n of 

mt:tt!ring throughout both its E1 Mont~ 'und Whittit:r district.s. 

At the h~aring, Snn Gabri~l submitted l~ttcrs from two 

property owners in the area indic~ting thoir deSire that San Gabriel 

furnish water servic~ tv their properties. Th~ir combined properties 

tot2.l about .350 D.cres .::nd a.re loco-ted northeD.sterly from Mission Mill 

R.oad. 

Whi tti~r \-lat\,:r Company is a Colifcrnio c~rpor:1tion serving 

s~mc ),500 consumers throughout its dedicated service area southwest, 

s0uth, and southecst of the City of Whittier, ~nd lying at its 

cloSQst pcrimet~r about 4 miles south of the area herein being c~n­

sid~r~d. It or its predecessors have been serving.water in its 

presently d~dicotcd service areD since prior to 1900. 
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Whittier's principal sources of water supply consist of 

two well fields plus certain water obtained from La Habra Heights 

Mutual Water Company developed in Judson Basin located west of'the 

Ci ty of \\'hi ttier. The first of the well fields is the Bassett Wells 

located just north of the central portion of the area applied for, 

from which Whittier is entitled to take, by an agreement with the 

California Domestic ~I}'ater Company (a mutual water company), at least 

250 miner's inches and more if necessary. This water is transmitted 
. 

through a 4-foot conduit to a point of juncture with a main from the 

Bartolo Wells and eventually to Whittier's general service area 

about 9 miles distant. The transmission main runs along the west­

erly base of the rolling hills just east of Workman IoIill Road, as 

shown by the solid red line on the map filed at the hearing as 

E~~ibit No.7. The second of these well fields is the Bartolo Wells 

which are located in the Whittier Narrows Flood Control Basin. 

Whittier's witness C. A. Garnier, President, testified that these 

latter wells would be under water upon the completion of the 

Whittier Narrows Dam but that arrangements had been made with the 

United States Army Engineers to construct a concrete tower ov~r the 

wells and to continue to pump water therefro~, running the trans-

~ission main from tho wells through a gallery ir. the dam to 

Whittier's service area about 5 miles south. The transmission 

mains from both the Eass~tt and Bartolo well fields join at a point 

~car Rose Hills Memorial Park at the intersection of Guirado Avenue 

and \olorkman r.Iill Road. 

Whittier has been serving Crandvi~w Sanitarium and two 

other services from th~ Bassett transmission main for some time, and 

also has been serving four consumers from its Bartolo Wells 
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transmission main for many years. These services are also shown on 

Exhibit No.7. The record shows that Whittier, in September, 1950 , 

constructed a 6-inch distribution main northeasterly along Workman 

I~li11 Road from the aforementioned point of joining of the trans­

mission mains to furnish service to the Mill School located on the 

east side of Workman Mill Road at Mission Mill Road. 

\>Jhi ttier \~o.tcr Compa.ny submitted no pl~ns for detailed 

development of the area requested to be certificated, except for the 

proposed construction of certain additional transmission and large 

distribution mains, and no requests to it for servic~ were offered 

in evidence at the hearing. 

Whittier's proposed rates would include its general serv-

ice meter rates as presently filed with the Commission. They include 

a monthly minimum charge of $1 per meter per month, which includes 

the first 600 cubic feet, or less, of water usage per meter per 

month; with the next 1,400 cubic feet at 12 cents per 100 cubic feet; 

and allover 2,000 cubic feet at 7 cents per 100 cubic feet. They 

would also include 0. wholesale rate for service to large consumers. 

With respect to the area applied for by Whittier and now 

being se:oved by Cross vlater Company, a mutual water company and 

protestant in this proceeding, the record shows thnt this area is 

being served by the mutual water company on a practically saturated 

basis and no evidence was adduced at the hearing to indicate that 

the mutual company's service was either unsatisfactory or inadcquatc, 

and no requests for scrvice by Vfuittier Water Company within or 

adjacent to the area now served by the Cross Mutual were introduced 

by ~'lhi ttier. The area served by Cross Wn.tcr Company, therefore, will 

be excluded from the area certificated herein. 
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Protestant Leon A. Pellissier entered the mnp filed as 

Exhibit No. 5 upon which were delineat~d his properties consisting 

of ~pproximately 250 acres, which he requested to be excluded from 

~ny area certific~ted to either applicant on the grounds that 

Fr~nk P. Pellissier, Inc., his client, wished to have its lands 

reserv~d to itself in the event that it might wish to develop them 

and form its own public utility water comp~ny. Inasmuch as it 

appears that water service from either of the applicants herein is 

not desired by the Pellissicr interests, and since it appears from 

the record that those properties are not in need of public utility 

water service at the present time, said pro?erties will be excluded 

from the area certific~ted herein. 

Witnesses for the protestnnt Citrus Grove Heights, Rincon 

Irrigation Comp~~y, Rincon Ditch Company, Rose Hills Memorial Park, 

and Central Lond and Grazing Company testified that the area, shown 

on the map filed at the hearing ~s Exhibit No. 13, colored in blue, 

comprising some $9 acres lying on the southeast side of the 

Los Angeles and Salt Lake RailroDd to Workman Mill Road and up to 

Mission Mill Road on the northeast, and owned by Central Land and 

Grazing Company and Rose Hills Memorial Park, will be utilized as a . 

cemetery. 

The nrca colored in light green on Exhibit No. 13, com~ 

prising some 57 acres cnd lying in the extreme southwest portion of 

the area requested by applicants to be certificated, belongs in part 

to the Kern Oil Company and is being served by the Citrus Grove 

Heights Water Company, a mutual water company which protested the 

invasion of its service area. 

-s. 



A-316l6 EL . a 
A-3l766 ., 

The areas hereinabove discussed, comprising the 89 acres 

~ore or less and the 57 acres more or less, ~8$pectively, will be 

excluded from the area certificated herein, except that \~ittier 

Wat~r Company will be authorized to continue service to Grandview 

Sanitari~~) Mills School, and such other s~rvices as were being 

rendered, but only such other services as were being rendered as of 

October 5, 1950, from its Bassett and Bartolo transmission mains and 

the 6-inch distribution mcin located on Workman Mill Road. 

The balance of the urea in the southwest portion herein 

u."'lder considcrc,tion, for which \Vhittier \'lutcr CompDny has applied 

for a certificate, is also served by Citrus Grove Heights Water 

Company and the Water Deportment of the City of Whittier. Inasmuch 

as ~pplicant Whittier's witness testified that Whittier Water Company 

had rcc0ived no applications for service in this area, and, further, 

since Whittier ~later Company' s gen~ral service area lies some 4 or 

5 miles to the south and southwest thereof, this territory will be 

excluded from the arcaS certificated herein, there having been no 

showing m~de ot the hearing of public r.eed therefor. 

Nr. Joe Moynier is the: owner of ccrt::tin L':Inds now used for 

agricultural purposGs. He st~tud th~t he did not n~cd or require to 

h~ve his l~nds within any public utility certificated area at this 

time. Howcv~r, the evidence shows th~t the porticular section in 

which these lands arc located is rapidly being converted to rcsidcn-

ti~l property; und since the present and requested service areas of 

San Ga.briel Valley Water Compcmy adjoin and embrace, respectively, 

said lands 1 it appears to the best interests of the public that they 

be included in Snn Gnbricl's certificated area. By so doing 1 the 
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~griculturol oper~tions will in no mnnner be interfered with nor 

adversely affected. At the s~me time, dct~rmination of public 

utility cbligations and rights in this district will act as a stabi-

lizing factor nnd eliminate future ~xpense and probable complica-

tions. 

IVhittior Water Company will be ~uthcrized to continue to 

furnish water service to those consumers served as of October 5, 

1950, from its Bassett Wells ~nd Bartolo Wells transmission mains 

and from its 6-inch distribution'main along Workm~n Mill Ro~d, but 

to no other consumers Within the areas requested in the applic~tions 

herein, it being the intent of the Commission's order herein not to 

disturb services presently being rendered. 

The Commission has considered the requests for certificates 

of public convenience and n~cessity and is of the opinion that they 

should be granted subj~ct to the following provision of law: 

That the CommisSion shell have no power to authorize 
the capitalization of this certificate of public 
convenience and necessi~y or the right to own, 
operate, or enjoy such certificate of public conven­
ience 3nd necessity in excess of the ~mount (exclusive 
of nny tax or annual charge) actuclly paid to the 
Stote ~s the considerntion for the iscu~nce of such 
certificate of public convenience and necessity or 
right. 

The &ction taken herein shall not be construed to be a 

findins of the value of the property herein described. 

ORDER IN APPLICATION NO. 31616 

INTERIM ORDER IN APPLICATION NO. 31766 (~mNDED) 

The above-entitled applications having been considered
1 

a 

public hearing having been held, the m~tter of the Application 

No. 31616 h~ving been submitted, and that part.of the matter of the 
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Application No. 31766 (Amended) appljring to the areas west, north­

west, north, and northeast of the City of Whittier having been sub-

mitted, that part of Application No. 31766 (Amended) applying to the 

area southwest of the City of Whittier having been continued, and it 

appearing that Application No. 31616 should be granted, subject to 

certain conditions) and that Applic~tion No. 31766 (Amended) should 

be gra~ted, subject to certain other conditions, and in part denied, 

and in part continued, and those matters now being ready for 

decision, 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that public convenience and 

nece~sity will require the operation of a public utility water sys­

tem by San Gabriel Valley Water Company in the areas delineated on 

the map attached hereto and marked Ex.hibit A, and by ~fhittier v~ater 

Company ~o those consumers only who were being served water as of 

October 5, 1950, from said company's Bassett Wells and Bartolo Wells 

transmission mains and the 6-inch distribution main on Workman Mill 

Road; therefor'::, 

IT IS HERESY ORDERED that a certificate of public conven­

ience and necessity be and it is granted to San Gabriel Valley Water 

Company to operate a public utility water system for the production, 

distribution, and sale of water within the territory shown· on the 

~ap marked Exhibit A attached hereto. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that a cel~ificate of public 

convenience and necessity be and it is granted to Whittier Water 

Company to operate a public utility water system for the production, 

distribution, and sale of water to these consumers only who were 

being served w~ter as of October 5, 1950, from said company's Bassett 

Wells and Bartolo \~ells transmission mains and the 6-inch distribu­

tion main on vlorkman Mill Road) as aoove set forth. 
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IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED as follows: 

1. That ~ach applicant shall be authorized to file, publish, 
and place in effect its presently filed rates applicable 
to the Whittier district of San Gabriel Valley Water 
Company and to the Whittier Water Company, respectively, 
to be effective on ~nd after F~bruary 5, 1951, together 
with rules and regulations and tariff service area maps 
as may be acceptable to this Commission and in accordance 
with General Order No. 96. 

2. That San Gabriel Wat~r Company shall file, within forty (40) 
days after the effective date of this order, four copies of 

3. 

a comprehensiv~ map, drawn to an indicated scale of not 
less than 600 feet to the inch, delineating by appropriate 
markings the various tracts of land and territory served 
and the location of the various properties of applicant in 
and immediateJ.y adjacent to the territory herein certificated 
t~ said applicant. 

That Whittier \'later Company shall file, within forty (-40) 
days after the effective date of thi~ order, four copies of 
a comprehensivo map, drawn to an indicated scale, delineating 
by appropriate markings $aid company's Bassett Wells and 
Bartolo Vlells transr.lission mains and the 6-inch distribution 
main on Workman ~~il1 Rood, together with the name and loca­
tion of all consumers served therefrom as of October 5, 1950. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED th~t the applicution of 

Whittier Water Company as it applies to the area west, northwest, 

north, and northeast' of the City of Whittier, except as otherwise 

gr~nted in this order, be ond it hereby is denied. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER OP~ERED that the matter of the ~ppli-

c.::.tion of i'llii ttier Water Company, as it applies to the area southwest 

of the City of Whittier, and as more particularly described as 

Parcel 2, Appendix A, and further delincuted on the map, Appendix B, 
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Page 2, attached to Applicction No. 31766 (Amended), be and it horeby 

is continu~d to a date to b~ set. 

The effective d~te of these orders shall be twenty (20) 

d~ys after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this I'~ day 

Commissioners. '. 
~ . 


