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Decision No. 45308 

BEFORE TEE PuBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF 

) 
In the MCltter of t.heApplic:-tion ) 

) 
) 
) 
) 
} 

of. 
., 

SANTA PAULt tiATER WORKS, LTD ... , 

.~ corporat.ion, for .;).n· Order ) 
~uthorizing it to enter into' ) 
agreements under which it will ) 
~r~nsfer priorities under certain) 
wpter rights otmec. by it; , 

. ) 

App1ic~tion No. 31969 

OPINION ~ND ORDER 

Santa P~ula WDtcr Works, Ltd .. , a corporation> on 

D~cembcr 8, 1950,. applied for authority to ~nter into agreements 
, 

with Jergins Oil Company, Otto Ellsworth, a.nd F .. E. Fair!i~ld.l 

oil property operators I to le~ze for a period of one year certain 
-

limi ted priorities under water rights o'lw'Tled by $pplicant.. The . 

:lgreernents Clttached to t.he app1ic~tion as Exhibits. ff~, ff "B," i;l'nd 

"C,.l'T re'spectivelY1 set forth the conditions ~nd terms of such 

propos€'d tr~ns:fer. 

.... ; 

i ApplicDnt is ~ California corporntion :furnishing water 

service in, ~nd in the vicinity o:f, the City of Santa Paula, 

, : 

V~ntur:.'\ County, California .. It has been :furnishing such' service 

forma»y yepr~, ~nd there are now soce 3,300 domestic and irrigation 

consumers ineludeo.in its w.~tcr system. 'l'hesource of wt:ter supply i 

o:f the w?ter system is S~nta Pnula Creek and five wells. 

An. investigt:ltion by the Commission s.tar£has' . disclosed t!lZt 

the.lowest flow of Sant~ Paula Creok, which occurred in the 

YC3r 1924, was 135 gallons per minute, or 194,400g::'l1ons per da.y. 
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The corlbined c::.:.p.~c1ty of the five wells is 4,185 gnllons per minute, , 

-?ll or which llli;'I.y be utilized for the entire system, except itl,ell 

No. 4 which serves consumers locr.tcd in the upper portion, of the 

service &rea only. 

According to the terrl$ of the .;.greements being considered 

herein, the applicant '~11 pe~!it the Jergins Oil Comp~ny, 

Otto Ellsworth, ~nd F. E. F.:.ir.field., ecch, to take and use W$,ter 

from the Santa Paula Creek in z\n arr.ount not to exceed S50 cubic 

feet o~ w~ter per daY7 or 300,000 cubic feet of w~ter p~r ye~r, 

such w~ter to be used for drilling wells for oil or g~s :l.nd for 

conducting oper~tions for the ,drilling ~nd production of oil Dnd 

gt~S on certain premises 51 tUDtc in the County of Ventura, St~te of 

C;:.liforniD, and more p,.'rticu1:.rly described in Exhibits ft;...," "B," 

3.nd "C," .attached to the applic .... tion. No w~ter is to be used' for 

do~estic, purposes, And ~pplic~nt will not be responsible for its 

purity. 

The ~grecments with Jcrgins Oil Comp~ny 0nd Otto Ellsworth, 

expire October 1, 1951, ~nd October 17, 1951, respectively. The . 
agreeroent ... ,i th F. E. Fairfic 1d expires Deccn-.ber 31, 1951. Eleh of 

s~id [.\t:,recments is subject to extensio'n by mutual ~greement in 

writing ~nd consent ~nd ~pprov~l of this Co~~ission. 

Since it is proposed to ~ssign tho right to take w~ter from 

sn ~rca subst3nti~11y r.loove .:.:nd. outside of r.pplico.nt' s ser~i¢e area 

P.lnci frot:. olong S.~nt$ ?cu1a Creek, ~nd" further, sin~e the totcll 

~:nount of w.:'ter ~ssigned. will not exceed 2,550 cubic feet per doOY, 

which is -'bout 19,125' gallons per dClY, or 900,OOOcub-ic feet per 

ye,~r, it is evident that the tot<ll w~ter supply ~vC.il.~ble to 

~pplic~.nt' s r"gul~r custolilors in .:nd about the City of Santa ? ... ula 
, , 

'..rill in no w~y be jeopardized. 
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The ~grecd ~rice of' $120 per yed':" to be ppid by epch 

of the three oil oper~tors for the exercise of the rights con­

t~ined in the ~greement5 ~ppeors to be re~sonp.ble.-

It ~ppe~'ring th::tt :t ?ublic hearing 'is not necessary herein" ' 

and th~t the permissive use of said priorities under certDin of 

?pplic:."'nt's W:.lter rights by Jergins Oil Con.p~,ny ,Otto Ellsworth, 

And F. E. F~1rfield, in ~ccord~nce with the ~bove referred to 

~.;rce:l~ents, is not ad.verse to the public interest, .;Ind. 'ch; .. :t the 

ppplic:Jtion should be gr::lnted subject to cert~~in conditions. 

.. 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED th~1 t Sant? ?D,ula :'la ter '.'lorkz, Ltd. > 

is rluthorized to ca,rry out the terms :!nd provisions of s",id f.I.greecents . . 

with Jergins Oil CompDny, Otto Ellsworth and F. E. F~irf:telcl',: ~s set' 

forth in Exhibits "A," "B, ft' and '9C,,'" respectively, att~ched to the 

application herein, \I/hich exhib1 ts ere hereby Dl.3de <t p·?rt of this 

order by reference. 

Applic~nt sh~ll notify this COIl'J'llission of the terminet'ion 

of e~ch of SDid' agrccD':ents within thirty (30) d~ys c.ft~r the date of 

s~id terminction. 

The cff~ctive d~te of this order shall be twenty (20) days 

from the d~te hereof. 
"7£ 

C~lirornia 1 this _ .... ~ .. 1..l1::(J~..::_~_da.y 


