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Decision No. 45371. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE S1ATE OF CALIFO~!IA 

In the Matter of the Application of ) 
J. CHRISTEI\SON CO., a corporation, ) 
for a certificate of public convenience)' 
and necessity to extend its highway ) Application No. 31697 
common carrier service to various ) 
points and places in California. ) 

Frank Loughran, for applicant. 
Cordon & Knapp, by ~osenh C. Gill, for Pacific 

Freight Lines and Pacific Freight Lines 
Express; Ted PeteTs, Jr., and Athearn, 
Chandler & Hoffman, by Theodore P. L~mbros, 
for Theo Peters, doing business as Ted 
Peters, protestants. 

Frederic A. J~cobus, for The Atchison, Topeka & 
Santa Fe Ra1lwa~p Company and Santa Fe' 
Transportation Company, interested parties. 

o PIN ! 0 N 
-~ .... --- ... ~ 

J. Christenson Co., a corporation, is presently certifi­

cated as a highway common carrier to transport specified perishable 

commodities under refrigeration, and empty containers, between 

numerous points in central Ca·lifornia, bounded by Sebastopol and 

Salinas on U. S. Highway 101, and Chico and Tulare on U. S. High­

ways 99, 99W and 99E, and most of the territory between those 

highways, along U. S. Highways 40 and 50 and California Highway'2~. 

By this application it seeks authority to extend its 

service to the west side of the San Joaqu1n Valley, along Ca11~ . 

forn1a Highways 33 and 180 and five miles on.each side thereof 

between Tracy and Fresno (hereinafter called the West side). 

Public hearings were held before Examiner Gillard in San 

Francisco and Newman, and the ~atter submitted for deciSion on 

January 31, 19,i. 
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With the exception of empty containers and dry ice, a 

self refrigerant, applicant devotes itself exclusively to the 

transportation of frozen and fresh commodities requir1ng.controlled 

t~mperatures. Its equi?ment for the most part is insulated and 

equipped with Thermo King mechanical refrigeration units capable 

of ma.intaining tetl?eratures as low as ten degrees bel'o· ..... zero. 

Both fresh and frozen commodities can be transported in the same 

semi-trailer by means of special wrapping, but in general applicant 

segregates these commodities and operates over the road with one 

tractor and double 21 foot trailers to facilitate the distribution 

of these two kinds of commodities. Cold storage facilities are 
- .-

maintained in Oakland, ~1..~ntccD., Stockton, Frcs.no .6.~5~Chico. In 
, 

add1tion,.each Ther~o King equipped semi-trailer operates as an 

independent cold storage ,box when the need arises. The record 

discloses that applicant M.S sufficient experience, f~c111t1es, 

equipment and !inanci~l resources to conduct the proposed operation. 

Rates. in general would be at the level ot those established in 

Highway C~rric:rs' Taritf No.2, plus five per cent tor the 

rct"rig0ration service. 

A~plicantfs proposal was supported by representatives of 

seven firms which now ship pcrish~blc ~omrnoditics to or trom points 

on the West side bc::twccn Tr.lcy ~nd Los 30.nos.. Th0 products moved 

consist of cream, curd, skim milk, salad dreSSing, cheese, prepared 

dough, butter, eggs, dressed poultry ~nd turkey, fresh ~nd frozen 

me~t, and smoked ~nd cured sausage. Applicant's vice president 

testi!1cd it was presently !"ondcring service for five of the 

sixteen dairy plo.nts located on th<.:l West side. Rcprescnt3:t;i vas of 

two of these five plants arc included among the seven firms which 

appeared in this proceeding on bch~lf of applic.'lnt. 

-2-



A.3l697 - JD 

Protestants p~cir1c Freight Lines ~nd P~citic Freight 

Lines Express presented no evidence herein ~nd eave no ind1c~tion 

they tr~nsportcd co~~od1tics under refrigeration to or from the 

West side. 

Protest~nt Theo Peters is certific~ted to transport dairy 

products of all kinds between the San FranCisco B.'lY ;.l.rca., the v:ost 

side and north to G~lt. Under his certificates thisprotcst~nt 

ca.nnot tr:lnsport eggs, poultry, moats, prepared dough and other 

~roduct$, other th~n d~iry products. 

Four of the firms appc~ring for applicant de~l in products 

not covered by Theo Peters' certificates. Those which ship d~1ry 

products, nlthough serving points included within the certific~tc 

of this protesto.nt, .~lso ship to other points such as ~N~tsonv11le; 
Frc~mo .?nd SO-cramento. All of these witnesses expressed a desire 

and n need for the service of applic[l.nt betwc..zn the West side 

points ~cntioncd and numerous other pOints ap~11cant is now 

certificated to servo. 

Upon full consider.ltion of the 1"~cts presented 'We find 

t~t pu~lic convenience .lnd necessity require the establishment olnd 

opcr~tion of service by J. Christenson Co., ~ corporation, ~~ a 

highway common carrier for the tr~nsportction under refr1ger~tion 

ot the commodities specified in the ensuing order, to ",11 points 

on C~lirornia Highway 33 between its junction with U. S. I~gh~.y ,0 

ncar Tracy, and Los ~nos.. In all other respects the ~pplico.tion .. 

"rill be denied .. 

o R D E R .... _----
Public hearings having been. hold nne. the Commission, 

based upon the evidence received, h~v1ng found thnt public 
~ 

convenionce and necessity so rc~uiro, 
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IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That C\ cert1fic~te of public convenience and necessity 

ba o.nd it is hereby gr,lnted to J. Christenson Co., C\ corporation, 

~uthorizing the cst.'lblishmcnt nnd op~r~t10n of service as :l highwc;y 

common c~rricr, ~s dofined in Section 2-3/~ o~ the Public Utilities 

Act, for the trllnsportntion of the commodities specified in Decision 

No. 44241, dn ted Mo.y 26) 1950, in Applic~ tion No. 30872', between 

all pOints on C~lifornin Highway 33 between its junction with 

U. s. Highw~y 50 ncar Tro.cy CLnd its junction with California 

State Highway 152 no~r Los Banos, including Los Eanos, ~nd between 

such points, on the one ho.nd, and 0.11 points covered by its 

present certificates, on the other hand. 

(2) Th.:lt the ccrtific,~t~ herein gr~nted is subjoct to 

the following conditions and limitations: 

:l. The line h.o.ul (intercity) transport~tion of nll 
commodities other t~~n empty containers shn.ll be 
in insu13ted equipment under refrigeration. 

b. Applicant shall not transport any shipment of 
eva'por.'l ted or, condensed milk, except when shipped 
and trnnsportcd in milk shipping cans of five 
gallons or grc~ter capacity. 

(3) Thnt in providing service pursu~nt to the certiric~te 

herein grn.nted, J. Christenson Co. shnll comply with ~nd observe 

the following service rceul~tions: 

~. Applicant shall file ~ written ~cccpt~ncc or tho 
certificate h0re:in gr:lntcd within a. period of not 
to exceed 30 dc.ys o.iter the effective d.'ltc hereo!. 

b. vJithin 60 dc.ys =~fter the: effective dn.tc hereof :lnd 
on not less t~'n 5 days' notice to the Commission 
and the publiC, applic3nt sh~ll cst~blish the 
service herein ~.uthorizcd nnd comply with the 
provisions or Gcncrnl Order No. 80 ~nd Part IV 
of Cicnornl Order No. 93-A, by filing in triplico.tc 
and concurrently mnking effective, ~ppropriatc 
t~rifrs and time tables. 
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c. Subject to tho authority of the Commission to 
chnngc or mod1fy them by further order, ~pplicant 
shall conduct oper~tions pursuant to the certificate 
herein granted over .::tnd alo·ng the route specified in 
p~ragraph (l) of this order and, 1n ndd1t1on, ~y 
oper~te over and along tho following routes: 

, , 
Between ~~ntcca ~nd Vernalis - unnumbered road. 

Betwoen Modesto and Vcrn~lis - Cnlifornia Eigh­
wo.y 132. 

Between Modesto and Crows Landing .. unnumbered 
ro~d. 

Botween Turlock ~nd Patterson - unnumbered road. 

Between Merced ~nd Custine - California Highway 
1l.j.Q. 

Between vlatsonvillc and Califa .. C::llifornia High­
way 15'2. 

(~) T~t in ~ll other respects the application bo ~nd 

it is hereby denied. 

The ~ffectivc date of this order shall be 20 days 3fter 

the d.ato 

'1 Co.lif"rnia, this ~~ 
day of , 195'1. 

COMMISSlONERS 

.' . 


