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SEFORE TII FUBLIC URILITIES COBITSOI0H OF THD 510WE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application

of certain railroads for authority

£o cancel Note 2 of Item 10090,

Pacific Southecoast Freight Durcau tpplication No. 31401
Pariff No. 1-S, waich provides an ,
estimated weight on shipments of

volcanic scoria in open Cars.

Anpearances

. L. Van Dellen, for applicents.
&. Larsson, Paul D. Thompson,

Roddy Gordenker, Otto Vix, and
Kenneth H. Best, for protestants.
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Avplicants are participants in Pacific Southeoast Freight
Bureau Tariff No. 1-8, Cal. P.U.C.'No. w5 of J. P. Haynes, hgent.
Trem No. 10090 serics of thot tariff names joint rates, in cents
per 100 pounds, on volcanic scoria from Kephart, Tionesta and
pinshes Butvse Cinder Spur, Modoe .County, to various points within
California. For shipments moving in open Cars dctual welghts are
not required to be observed in copnection with the rates involved;
instead the rates are subject to an cstimétéd weight of 1,000 pounds
per cuble yard, deternined by calculating the cubical capacity of
she car used but not less than 70,000 pouncs.

By this application, as amended, authority is sought o

cancel the estimated weight provisions, thus requiring thet charges
e based upon actual weight. In addition, a downward adjustment

1r +he rates and an fncrcase in the minimam weight to 80,000 pounds
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is proposecd. The rc¢uccd rates are to be séé for<th in cents per
ton.l The sought adjustments would result in increased per car
charges.

Peblic hearings in this matter were held in San Freancisco
before Examiner Lalke.

In support of the authority sought, the Assistant Freight

raffic Manager of The "estern Pacific Railroad Company, onc of the
applicant carriers, testified that the present estimated weight
provisions were orisinzlly cstablished on shipments of volcﬁnic
scoria moving from Leaf, Siskiyou County, and that such estimated
weight when established was represcatative of the actual weight of
the commedity moving from'that point. Waen rates were published
from the Modoe County points the same estimated weight was
established.

The witness further stated that.similar estimated weight
provisions applying from related Oregon nroducing points were
removed from the tariff at the request of the Interstate Commerce
Comanission and actual weignts made appligable. The proposal here
is to publish a 1like basis on intrastate ftraffic. The witnéSs said
that hic company had tost weighed W8 shinments, which included 21l

movements of voleanic scorie in open cars f{rom Tioncsta, during

the neriod FPebruary 9 to and including Deecember 23, 19%9. IHeo teosti-

fied thnt the shipzents from Tionesta are representative of
movenents originatihg from the nther points involved. The results
of this investigation, he stated, showed o weighted average actual
welght of 1,471 pounds por cubic yard as contrasted with the brescnt
estinmated welght of 1,000 pounds. ‘

The witness furtier tostificd thnat the downward revision

esisting rates was nroposcd so that the sought adjustment in

The present and proposcd rates are sct forth Iin Appondix A"
hereto. | o
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welghts would not result in as great an increase in the per car
charzes as would apply from using actual weight at present rates.
Synibits were iantroduced showing the present and proposed rate struc-
ture in comparison witﬁ rates on the same and like commodities from
other producing points. The nroposed adjustments, while resulting in
an inecrease in the per car charges, will, accordiﬁg to the witness,
rates for the transportation of volecanic scoria which are in
line with rates.on the some and like commodities between other polnts.
ne sousht increase in minimum weight from'70,000 to_805000.
pounds, subject to the nrovision that if car is fully loaded actual
weight but not less than 60,000 pounds will apply, should not further
affect the freight chargess according to the witness, because expert-
ence has shown the actual weight of the shipments to be "in excess 2
of 80,000 pounds.” The higher minimum weight, he gald, was proposed

carliff uniformity.

Granting of the sought authority was opposed by various

shipper interests and users of the material involved, including’
manufacturers of concrote dlock and building materials. The& objected
to the cancellation of the costimated welght proﬁisions and to the.
raising of the minimum weight requirement from 70,000 to 80,000 pounds
to the extent that such adjustment resulted in Increased froight
charges. They claimed that the proposed per ¢ar charges would
seriously jeopardize their business and require that the receivers of
voleanic scoria seeck other sources of supply of this commodity or
obtain substitute light weight aggregate materiale. The protestants
sugzestod that rates be csfablished on a per cublc yard bazls but
of fercd no ovidence of probative value in support thereof.

e rocord 1s convincing that thc present cstimated welight

azis for the dotermination of the applicable charges in connection

with shipments of volcanic seorla from Tionesta, Kephart and Ainshoa

Zutte Cinder Spur is not representative of the actual weight of ;uch
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shipmehts. The proposed adjustments to actual weight coupled with
the downward adjustment of rates, 1t has beén shown, would remove the
preferences enjoyed by Modoc County shippers. and would establish
charges on a :easonable and nondiscriminatory bhasis.

Upon careful consideration of all of the facts and cire-
cumstances of rccord we are of thg opinion and find that the propoé
cancellatioh of the ostimated weight provisions of Note 2 of Item
Fo. 10090 series of the aforementioned tariff and the concurrent
publication of the proposed reduced rates have been justified. The

application, as amended, will be granted,

Based upon the ecvidence of record and upon the conclusions

and findings set forth in the preceding opinion,
| I? IS HEREBY ORDERED that the above-entitled application, v~
as amended, be and it is hereby granted.

IT IS HEREBY rURTHER ORDERED that the autﬁority herein
granted shall expire ninety (90) days after the effective date of this'
order.

This order shall become cffective twenty (20) days after
the date hereof. ' |

Dated at San Francisco; California, this_J} ‘= day of
March, 1951,
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APPENDIX "A" TO DECISION NO. 45426
IN APPLICATION NO. 31401

PRESENT AND PROPOSED RATES ON VOLCANIC SCORTA
FROM_KEPHART, IONSSTA AND AINSERA BUTTE

CINDER SPUR, CALIFORNIA, 70 _POINTS SHOWN.
(RATES INCLUDE ALL INCREASES.,)

PRESENT * PROPOSED*

(Minimum Weight (Minimum Weight
70,00C Pounds) 80,000 Pounds)
(Subject to NOTE 1)

Cents Per Ton k Conts Per Ton

Crico

Croville

Yuba City
Marysville
Sacranento
Woodland

west Sacramento
Suisun-Fairfield
Fairgrounds
Stoekton
Qakland
Richmond

San Francisco
Alameda

San Jose
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Manteca L0
Escalon 590 460
Modesto 620

Turlock 630

Hilmar 40 500
Merced 660 500
Fresno 660 580
Eanford 700 600
Bakersfield 700 620

San Bernardino

Pasadena

Los Angeles 820 760
Colton '

Riverside

Anahein ‘ 850 ' 760
Santa Ana 920 760
San Diego 1000 . 920

*Present rates are published in cents per 100 pounds. Proposed
rates will be published in cents per ton of 2,000 pounds.
NOTE l:-Minimuws weight 80,000 pounds, except if car 1s loaded

vo full space or weight carrying capacity actual weight
will apply, dbut not less than 60,000 pounds.

End of Appendix




