
Decision No .. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA , 

AP?LIC~TION OF THE ATCHISON, ) 
'TOPZM AND SANTA FE RA.nVlAt ) 
CO~A~ry, ,A CORPORATION, FOR ) 
PZRMISSION TO OPERATEFREICHT ) 
CARS OF TP~ OVER-l~HEIGHT OF ) 
i6 FEEt 4-;/4 INCHEs OVER CER- ) 

Application No. 32166 • 

TAIN DESICNATED ROUTE IN TEE ) 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA ) 

'-' ---' ---'------) 
OPINION - ... -~- ...... 

In its application of March l, 1951, The,Atchison, Topeka And Santa F~ 

Rail·II'3.Y Company requcsted authority te "'Perate ea.r!l1".aving .g, bP.ight of 16,' ~-;/4" 

!rom tep of ra.il to top of running beard with1n the Sta~ 0'£ ca.li!ornia, over a. 

route specifically described in its application. Tha applicant states'that the~ 

cars v.'ill be used tor the purpose ot transporting airframe a.ssemblies manui'actured 

'rq Ryan AerOnAutical CCmpar.y in San Diego, Cal1£ornia., and comprising component • 
pa.rts of airplan~:; being mnu!actured by Boeing A1rcraft CompanY :in Com'lell, K:mSllS. 

Said a~semblics ~re 0'£ such length ~ne d1me~ions that they can not be loaaed in 

C:lr:: ,.,t a height of 1c~s th..Vl 16' u-3/4" • 

. ,Applicant is advised that the transportation of sa.id airtrolme a:i::emblies 

is urgently required in cOMl!Jction w.i. th the program or the Dep~rtment of I:e£er.sa ~f 

th~ United States in s~rengthening the nAtional defense and prosecuting' the mil~tar,y 

operations ir. which the United SUl.te~ is now eng~ged and eon:;.equently 'b~lieve.! it 

nec~ssar.y in the p~blic interest that a suitable exemption from the app~ieab:e re

quirements of General Order No. 26-D be granted "'pplicant to enable it te ft...""nish 

such tran:portation serTice. 

The CO~$sion's GP.neral Ord~r No. 26-D? ~ff~etiv~ Februar,y l? 19~5, pre

scrib~s that minimum overhead clearances ~tween the top ot ra.il and the lo~~t 

po:'t.ion of a.n overhead structur(:l! ~bovc the. tra.ek shsll be 22' 6" • Based on these 

clearances the earriers in the Stat;.) of c.."\litornia are authori·zod to opera.t~ ~r~ight 

cars r~ving a height not exceeding 15' 6" from top of ra.il to top of running bo~d. 

However? praetieally the same overhc:ld elear~ee from the rur~ngbo~d or a!r~ieht 

car 16 r L.-.3/4" in height to the under side of a struetur~ 2.3'$" abo·,e 'top of :'ri.il 

'WOuld ~ provided as in the case of freight cars 15 r 6" in height aod overhead struc

tures 22 r 6" a.bove top ot rail.. In this c~n."loetion The lItchison, Topeka a.nd Slnt.? 



Fe Railway Comp~y 1n 1t~ a~~lic~ti~n listed th~sc ovorhead structures having a 

beight of l~ss than 23 T $" from top of rail t() the under,· sid., or the .structure .above 

th~ track on th~ ~ction ~f its r~ilroad betwc~n San Di~go and Atwood, califo~ia, 

over Which it propose~ to operate th~ cxc~~~ h~ight cars. A~thority to operate such 
, 

~s i~ other :ervicc hAs heretofore been granted rrom At~od, california to the 

stat~ line by ~ci=ion N~. 39122 in Application No. 27161, ~lt~d June 18, 19~6. , 

\ 
An inspection or. thlll ground of these structures has been mAde by the Colt.-

mission'z Engir.eerins and Operationo-Saf~ty Divisions, ' together with reprosent~tivos 

ef the Order of Rai1Y~y Conductors, the Brotherhood ot Railroad trainoen, and the 

carrier t s E:lgineering Depar1:.m":lnt ,tor the purpose of reviewing certain opera.ting 

conditions in order to ~lace the'transportation o.f the exccss height cars on AS 

sate Q. ba.5is a.s possible wh~rc it was not practicable to provide an overhead clear

a.nce of 23 t $I!. Unders't..,,\odings were reached in this connection a:: contained in th" 

!ollowing order. ,Airplane parts are now at the San Dieso plant a~iting shipn:ent. 

Mr. F. G. P~llett, ,Statp' Representative of the Brotherhood of Railroad 

Tr.linmen, :;J.leg~s that the Santa Fe Rail .... '3.j" is lax in th~ observanc~ of the Com

mission's previous orders in controlling the movement of such excess height £roieht 

ca:-s. I:l ,a letter datEld March a" 19$1 he rCCl,ue:;ted that. this appli~tion be set 

for formal hearing in order to determine what contr~l improvements the Santa Fe 

~sht v~sh to pr~pose and how many of th~ overhead impaired elearances~~ be . 

, As to elimination ot lopaired overhead clearances the ~tudy hcreinb~fore 

mentioned ~s determined the practicability of raisin~ any or the structure~ or 

lo".\'e:-io~ t:-ack to provide clearances of not leo: than 23! $H. The mo.t~r of as';' 

certaining any improvements by ,Santa Fe Railvm.y in controlling the ob~ervanee b:r 

its e~ploY'ees of the conditions contained in any order ot thi:;Commi~sion is a 

Gepar~te issue from the necessity for the movement of airframeassemb1ie5 and com-

ponent p~~s in promoting the national detense. We are ot the o~1nion that the 

is::ues Mr. Pellett brings up ea.n be h.lndled .sl3para~ly iroTl the rn.'ltter here under 

considp.ration and t~'lt there thould be no delay in grantirig the carrier pernrl.s~ion 

to o~ratc tho cars nee030ary for tho movement of such commodities. 

It ~pp~aring t~t ~ public hearing i~'not noe~ss~r.r herein ~nd that ap-

plic~ti~r. should ~ er~nted, subj~ct t~ certain condition3 as s~t .forth in the £01-

10i"ling oreer: • 
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e. 

!T IS HEREBY ORDERED: 

The Atchis~n1 Topeka. & Sr'lnta. F~ RD,Uway Company is exempted ~rom the 1'1"0-

ylsions or Subs~ctions 2.11 2.31 ~nd 2., of the Ccmmi~~ion's GenerAl Order No. 26-D 

i!l t~p. operation of freight e,3,rs having a height of 16 r 4-.3/L." from top of rail: tc 

top of running board for th~ sole pu~ozc of transporting air!r~me ~~zemb1ies and 

ccmponcnt :parts of airplanEls., ~bject to the following conditions: 

(1) Th~ authoriz~tion s~lll ~pply only over the f~llo\~g route in C'li!or~: 

Originating at San Dieg01 Californ1~1 thence Via applieant's 

:J:..'lin line fro1'.l s..'=I.n Diego vi~ O: .. ~nge 1 Atwood, Stl.n Bernardino 

and a~rstow1 and leaving califOrnia at the Topock Bridge ot 

the C:'llii'ornit'l.-ArizOM st3t~ lin(), and the empty Colrs to. 'be 
\ . 

returned over the s,~e route. 

(2) The two c!:.ntilever zign.q.15, one west of ~ntn. .Ana and the other SOC r we~t 

of Placentia Depot, and th~ p~destrian overpasz bridge DA-24S near Del Mar shall be 
• 

raised so tM.t the lowest point ot each structure will not be less th.. ... n 23 f . SIt above 

top of rail. 

(3) Applicant shall mAintain telltal~5 on either side Approaching .the !ollov~ . 
ir~ structure::: ... lher~ clearances o! less than 23' ," above top or r.'lil ar~ in exis-

tencc: 

Through truss steel bridge 
. Santa Margarita River 

. ' 
Concrete "high'Wtl.y overpasses 

Irv1lle 
Caliva..'"l 
Fallbrook Jet. 
Carlsbad. 
Solano Beach 
Del Mar (north) 
Del M.':I.~:(south) 
Lindn.Vista. 

Bridge A-223 • 

Bridge :oa-1SJ.. 
Bridge Ea-192 
Bridge Aa-22, 
Bridgo ·C-229 
Bridge B-:-2U3 
Bridge Aa-2W.. 
Bridge \ C'.3,-246 
Bridge E-2$3 

(J.j.) ).pplica.nt sMll issue bull~t:i.ns and yard notices to emplO"J~es Mndllng 

cuch exccos height cars a~vi3ing them of an 1rnpair~d clearanc., of 22' aOove top of 

1"1;1,11 created by one overhe.'ld conveyor in the YiJ.rdz a.t 22nd Street, Sr'l.n Diogo. " 

(;) &'\ch CAr hp.rcin authorized to be operated ::ho.l1 be pcm..'\nently $toneil~d 

cr equipp~d ... lith plAo;,uods, 3.nd :5Uch lM.X'kings maint~ined in a lf3gible conditiee Ild

j~c~nt to tbe ladd~r or Mnrl-b¢lds at ~l i'oar cClrrJ~rt; :~.I'I'r~.~~tplY' 5'. II.~C the 
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t&?' of r.lil with letters 3" high of a. color contrasting; w1th the ear 'body color? 

r~adin; as fellows: 

"Trt.IS CAR EXCESS HEIGHT 16 FEET 

4 3/4 INCrlES ABOVE TOP OF RAIL" , \ 

Th~ ~a.eL'! ~ecupi~d bj· ~ch stenciling ~h.all be outlined with a 3/~!I sttipe of the 

saroP. eolor ~s th~ l~tt~ro. 

(6) Wht:>n a:ny train Mn'cains !r~ight cars herein :luthorizcd to ~ operated" 

such ::'rpight CA.rs ~hr').ll bo blocked together in a single unit; and, it 'the tot.al 

numb~r of ears in thp. train p~rmits, th~ shall be located in th~ train 30 ~s to be 

at lea~t rive c~s dis~~nt rr~m'eithAr the c~hoo~e or the engine. 

(7) Each member of the crew of each tr~in con~ining freight cars'her~~~ 

a~thoriz~d to ~ op~rat~d dhall be in!ormp.d by ~n ~ppropriat~ ~rain ~rdcr that the' 

consist o! the train includes freight ~lrs of such ~xc~s~ heigh to? specif.ying th~ 

tct~l number thereOf, and advising that no member of the train crew is required to 

r::.de on top of any 3ueh freight car:s ..... 'hile train is mov1nl; through passing trnck:s 

or over the ~lin lin~ between stations. 

(8) i-ony yard crew re'1'lired to M.ndle freight C.lro herein o.uthcr1zed t.c 'be 

opero.ted sh .. 'lll be notH'ied thro'"gh tMir mpf:!rvioing o1"fici.-'l.ls of' the pr~senc"! ot 

:uch !'reight cars in :~id yard. 

(9) No memb~r or 3. road. or ya.rd cr~w' shall be req,u;i.r-d to. rice on top of tho 

fr~ight cars h~rein authoriz~d to bp opp.rated. 

(10) No new overhead construet.ion between San Diego and Atwood ohall OP, le:::s 

than 23 f ;tr above top of rail so long as the movements of $Uch. excc:::s heieht 

r~eibht CArs a::: herein ~uthorizee are mad~. 

Th~ effect.ive date of thi~ order shall be the dlte hereo!. 

Dated at San Frtlnc:ioco, California, this 13th day of March, 19$1 • 

... - ..... ---7\ 
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