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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

APPLICATION OF THE ATCHISON,
TOPZKA AND SANTA FE RATLVAY
COMPANY, A CORPORATION, FOR
PERMISSION TO OPERATE FREICHT
CARS OF THE OVER-ALL HEIGHT OF
16 FEET L=3/L INCHES OVER CER-
TAIN DESIGNATED ROUTE IN THE
STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Application No. 32166
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0RINION

In its application of March 1, 195., The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe
Railway Company requested authority %o mperate cars kaving a height of 16 L~3/L"
from top of rail vo top of running beard within the State of California, over a
route specifically deseribed in its application. The applicant states that these

.cars will e used for the purpose of transporting airfréme assexblies manufactﬁred
by Ryan Aeronautical Company in San Diego, California, anc comprisihg component
parts of airplanes being manufactured by Boeing Aircraft Company in Connell, Kassas.
Said ascemblices are of such length and dimensions that they can not be loaded in
cars ~f a height of less than 16t L=3/L".

ﬂApplicant is advised that the transportation of said airframe assemblie$
is urgently required in comnection with the program of the Department of Deferse ol
tne United States in strengthening the mational défense and prosecuting the military
operations ir which the United States is now engaged and consequently bclie#ée iv
necessary in the public interest that a sultable exempiion from the app;icab;e re~
quirements of General Qrder No. 26-D be granted applicant 4¢ enable it to furnish
such transportation service.

The Commission's General Order No. 26~D, effective February 1, 15u8, pre-
scribes that minimum overhead clearances between the top of rail and the lowest
portion of an overhcad structure above the, track shsll be 2276". 3ased on these
clearances the carriers in the State of California are authorized to operate fréight
cars having a height not exceeding 15' 6" from top of rail %o top of running bosrd.
However, practically the same overhcad clearance fLrom the runninglboard of a £feizht
car 16 L=3/L" in height to the under side of a structure 23'5" above top of :aii

would be provided as in the case of freight cars 15°* 6ﬂ in height and overhead struc-

tures 221 &' above tep of rail. In this cemnection The Atehison, Topeka and Santa
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Fe Railway Coupany in its application listed those overhead structures having a
hedight of loss than 231 S from top of rail to the under.side of the structure above
the track on the section of 1ts railroad between San Diego and Atwoed, Califﬁrnia,
over which it proposes to operate the excess height cars. Authority to operate such
cars in other zervice has herctofore beern granted from Atweod, California to the
state line by Decizion No. 39122 in Application No. 27161, dated June 18, 19Lé.

An ingpection on the ground of these structurcs has been made by the Com-
mission'c Engineering and Operations-Safety Divisions, together with representatives
¢f the Order of Railway Conductors, the Brotherbood of Railroad Trainmen, and the
carrier's Enginecring Department, for the purpose of reviewing certain operating
conditions in order to place tbc'transportation of the excess height cars on as |
safe 2 basis as possible where it was not practicable to provide an overhead clear—
ance of 23' 5. Understandings were reached in this connection as contained in the
folloying orcer. Alirplane parts are now at the San Diege plant awniting shipment.

Mr. F. G. Pellett, State Representative of the Brotherhood of Rajlroad
Triinmen, alleges that the Santa Fe Railway is lax in the obsefvance of the Com~-
mission's previocus orders in controlling the movement of such oxcess height froight
cars. In.a letter dated March 3, 1951 he rcquected that this application be set
for formal hearing in order 4o detérmine what control improvements the Santa Fe
xight wisk @o propose and how many of the overhead impaired clearahccs will be -
eliminated.

As 10 elinination of impaired overhead clearances the study hcreinbefofe
rentioned has determined the practicabiliﬁy of raising any of the structures or
lowering track to provide c¢learances of not less than 23' 5%, The matter of as-
certaining any improvements by Santa Fo Railway in controlling the observance by‘
its employees of the conmditions contained in any order of this Commission is a
separate issue from the necessity for the movement of airframe assemblies and com=
ponent parts in promoting the national defense. We are of the opinion that thev
issues Nr. Pellept brings up ¢an be handled separately from the matter here under
congideration and that there should be no delay in granting the carrier permission '
to operate the cars necessary for the mevement of suéh commodities. |

It appearing that a public hearing is not necessary herein and that ap~
plication should be granted, subject to certain conditions as zet forth in the fol-

lowing order: ’
.




IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:

The Atchison, Topcka & Santa Fe Radlway Company 1s exempted frqm the pro-
visions of Subsections 2.1, 2.3, and 2.5 of the Commission's Genéral Order No. 26~D
in the operation of freight cars having a height of 16! h—3/h* from top of rail to
tep of running board for the sole purposc of transporting airframe assemblics and
ccmponent parts of airplanes, subject to the following conditions:

(1) The authorizatiorn shall apply only over the folléwing route in Crlifornia:
Originating at San Diege, California, thence via applicant's
z2in line from San Diego via Orange, Atwood, San Berpardine
and Barstow, and leaving California at the Top§ck Bridge ot
the California-Arizona state line, and the emplty cars to.be;
returncd over the same route, |
(2) The two cantilever signals, one west of Santa Ana and the other 500" west

of Placentia Depot, and the pedestrian overpas:s dridge DA-2L5 near Del Mar shall be

raised so that the lowest point of each structure will not be less then 23! 5" above

top of rail.
(3) Applicant shall maintain telltales on eithor side approactidng the followe

ing structures where clearances of less than 23' 5" above top of rail are in exis-

tence:

Trrough trugs steel bridge
Santa Margarita River ridge A=223

Concrétexhighmay overpasses
Irvine Bridge Da=18L
Caldvan . Bridge Ea=192
Fallbroolk Jet. Bridge Aa=~225
Carlsbad Bridge .C=229
Solano Beach Bridge B~2L3
Del Mar (north) - Bridge Aa-2LL
Del. Mar-(south) Bridge Ca~2L6
Linda Vista Bridge E-253
(k) 2pplicant shall issue bulletins and yard notices tdlemployees handling
cuck excess height cars advising them of an impaired clearance of 22' above top of
rall created by one overhcad conveyor in the yards at 22nd Street, San Dicpgo.
(5) Each car herein authorized to be operated shall be permanently stenciled
or equipped with placards, and such markings maintained in a lezible conditien ad-

Jacent 1o the ladder or hand-helds at all four cormers approximately St above the
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wep of rail w:’x;.t.h letters 3" high of a color comtrasting with the ca.:." body celor,
reading as follows: )

"THIS CAR EXCESS HEIGHT 16 FEET

L 3/L INCHES ABOVE TOP OF RAILY

The space accupied by such stenciling shall be outlined with a 3/L" stripe of the

sane color as the letters.

(6) Yhen any train contains freight cars herein authorized 4o be operated,
such Ifreight cars shall be blocked together in a single univ; and, if ‘the total
numder of cars in the train permits, they shall be located in the train 30 as to de
at least five cars distant frem-oither the cahoosc or the engine.

(7) Each meﬁber of the crew of each train containing freight cars herein
autihorized to be operated shall be informed by an appropriate train arder that the-
consist of the train ineludes freight ears of such excess helghts, specifying the
tetal number thereof, and advising that no member of the train crew is required o -
ride on top of any such freight cars while train is moving through passing tracks
or over the main line between stations.

(&) kny vard crew required to handle freight cars herein authorized ¢ be
operated shall be notiflied through their supervising officials of the présence of
cuch fredignt cars in snid yard.

(9) No member of a road or yard crew shall be required to ride on wop of the
freight cars herein'authoriied t0 be operated.

(10) Ne new overhe#d construction betwnen San Diego and Atwood shall be lecs
tharn 23' 5" above top of rail s0 long as the movements of such exccss height

freight cars as herein authorized are made.

The effective date of this'order shall be the date hereof.

Dated av San Francisco, California, this 13th day of March, 1951.




