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Decision No .. ' L\55R9 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COt-rtvIISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Mattcr'of the Application of ) 
HOr;:ER ~']ILLS and DORIS WILLS, husband ) 
and wife.·for an Order authorizing the ) 
sale of all of the assets of the ) Application No. 32266 
"Wills Water Co.". a public utility ) 
water system.' to ¥~LIE OTIS RICHARDS ) 
and BERTHA A. RICHARDS, husband and wife,) 

o R D E R .......... - --
Homer Wills and Doris Wills, husband and wife, doing 

business as Wills Water Co., and ~wning and operating a public 

utility water system supplying certain residents of the unincorpo­

rated town of LeGrand, Merced County, ask for authority to sell 

and transfer the water system, togethe~ with certain nonoperative 

real property, to Mallie Otis Richards and Bertha A. Richards,: 

husband and wife, for the sum of $9 , 500 cash, in accordance with 

the terms of a memorandum agreement attached to the application 

and marked Exhibit A. 

It appears that applicants" Homer ;';ills ~nd Doris Wills , 

are unable to make a living from the operations of the water system, 

and desire to engage in a more profitable bUSiness. Applicants, 

Yallie Otis Richards and Bertha A. Richards> have partially retired 

from business activities, and desire to acquire the water system as 

an investment, and to provide an occupation during the p'eriod of 

semiretirement. 

Water for this system is obtained from a well by pumping, 

and is distributed to the consumers through approximately 4,950 feet 

of pipe lines, varying from 2 to 6 inches in diameter. There are 

nine fire hydrants connected to the system. 
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The investment in the wolter syst-em is not presently 

~v~il~blc bcc~use ~ll of the records of inst~l~tion costs werc 

recently d~stroyod in a fire. 

Of the ~9,500 being prlid for the V'Tills property, the 

su~ of 05,800 covers the rlcquisition of wo.tcr 3yst¢nl, .lnd the 

o~l~ncc ~pplics to the rc~l property b~ing o.cquirod. 

It cppc~ring that this is not c mo.tter in which ~ public 

h\!o.ring is n.ccosscry, th~ t the proposed t ro.nsfor will not 00 , 

~dvcrsc to tho public interost and thot the o.pplic~tion should·be 

gr.:ntcd in so fc.r o.s tho opcro.tivc property is· concorned, no\'!, 

th(;!r~foro, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDZ!mD the. t Homer Wills end Doris ~lills 1 

husb::mc. o.nd Wife, dOing business DoS Wills i.J"'tcr Co., mc.y, on or 

~ftcr the cf£octivc da~c h~roof, ~nd on or before July 1, 1951, 

sell ~nd tro.nsf~r tho herein described public utility property.to 

Y~llic Otis Ric~rds c.nd Bort~ A. Ric~rds, husb~nd o.nd Wife, 

purs~nt to the memorandum cgrecment o.ttrlchcd to the o.pp1ic~tion 

and mcrked Exhioit A, subject to the following conditions: 

1. The r.lt~s, rulos .::.nd re:zu,l.:l.tiorLs of s:-.id \Ji1ls. vlo.tcr Co. 
now in ~ffcct on s~id ~ystcm s~ll be filod with this 
Coml'!'lission wi thin thirty ()O) dtlys from the cl..::.tc of 
tr~ns!'er 'by !'<bllio Otis Richo.rds and BcrtM A. Ric~rds, 
husb.:nd .:-.nd ..... ri£o, in .:I.ccordanco "trith procedure prc,:, 
scribed by Gcncro.l Order No. 96. ·No increrlscs, in the 
r~tcs o.t present in effect, or cr~ngos in rules o.nd 
rcgulo.tion~1 sh.=.ll be made unless properly o.uthorizod 
by this Commission. 

2. T~~t on or before the dntc of o.ctuo.l trcnsfcr1 Homer Hills and Doris ~li11s, husb",nd o.nd wife, sm11 
refu.."'ld 0.11 doposi ts whic·h consumers 0.1"0 anti tlod to 
~vc refunded; end th~t o.ny unrcfundcd deposits s~ll 
be tro.nsfcrrcd to ~nd become the obligction for rcfu."'ld 
of Y~11io Otis Richo.rds o.nd BortM A. Ric~rds, 
husoo.nd o.nd wife. 

3. If.' tho authority herein gr.::.ntod is exorcised, Homer \,11115 . 
o.nd Doris (lills, husbo.nd o.nd wife, s~ll within thirty (30) 
do.ys thcrcc.ftcr, notify this Commission in writing of the 
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date of such completion of the property transfer herein 
authorized~ and of its compliance with the conditions 
hereof. 

4. The action taken herein shall not be cons.trued to be a 
finding of the value of the property herein authorized 
to be transferred. , 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) 

days after the date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco 1 Califon.i!1, th:t,s / zd dflY 

of a..jvr;& , 1951. 


