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In the i.attor of the Applicntion of
P. C. CROSS, doins business as IEIE
DUS LINZ, for certificate of public
convenlonce and necessity to operate
bus service as a common carrior of
vassengers botwoen So0X Springs
(intersection of Highways 395 and 60)
and lL.areh ALy Force Dase gate om0
Nighway 395, in Riverside County,
Californla.
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Applicatfon No. 32109
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P. C. Cross, aprlicant, in propria persona. Leonard
2ifani, attorney, Ior Riverside Transit Lines, protestant.
Ue .o Jones, for Pacific llectric Rallway, M. R. liay, for
Greyhound Sus Lines, and Thomas 7. iloonev, Ior URivorsity
Holghts Improvement Assocliation, interested partios.

QPINION

By the application herein, P. C. Cross, an individusl,
doing business as Hemet Bus Line, now operating passenger dus
service between the City of Rlverside and the City of Hemet,
California, via Hizhways 395, 60, and 79, and passing through
Dox Springs, reguests authority to ocxtend his service along
Eighway 395 between Box'Sprins; and the lLiarch Alr Force Base
gate, a distance of L.6 nmiles, serving intermediate points,
and to consolidate this service with his presontly held.
operative rights.

A public hearing on the gpplication wos held in River-
side on Mpril 13, 1951, boefore Examine& Rogers, evidéndé was
precented and the matter was submitted. It Ls now ready for

decision.
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Prior to the hearing, notice thereof was posted in
applicant's depots and buses, for the time and in the manner

required by the Commission.

The application herein, and the application of
Riverside Transit Lines, Application No. 31959,4which was
heard on February 1, 1951, and this day decided; are appli-
cations for authority which will permit an operation over
identical routes from the same point of bﬂginning, i.e.,: 7th
and Market Streets in Riverside, to the entrance to the March
Alr Force Bése, and, with the consent of the commanding officer
of the air force base, to a depoé on the base. 3y stipuliation,
a letter from the commanding officer of the base to the Com-
missionCl)was admitted into evidence., This letfer states
that the air force plans to discontinue operating a bus service
between Riverside and the base as soon as some dublic utility
bus service is authorized, and commences, to operate, and that the

air force has no preference as to which utility should perform

the service.

Regardless of whether the applicant herein or the
Riverside Transit Lines securas a certificate to perform the
hercin-deseribed service, the same need will exist. The
record shows that thére are at present appréximately hob persons
daily using the transportation furnished by:the air forece be-
tween the base and Riverside. If that service is discontinued,
those persons will need a public transportation service. In.
addition to persons going to and from the air force base,

therc is, or Highway 395, about half way between Box Springs

(1) Exhibit No. 2.
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and the base, a commun ty of about 1,500 persons, known as
Eégemont. The only public transportation available to the in-
rabitants of Edgemont 1s the Pacific Greyhound Lines, which
makes only two round trips per day to Riverside. From the
foregoing facts set forth in this paragraph, the Commission is
of the opinion, and finds, that pudblic convenience and necessity
require %hat a passenger bus service be Inaungurated and main-
tained between Riverside and March Air Force Base, serving
intermediate points.

The record herein shows that applicant is experienced
in the operation of passenger stages, having operated & line
from Eemet %0 Riverside for over twelve years. He is also
adequately linanced-to secure whatever additional equipmeht
he will need to perform the services for which authority is re-
quested.

A comparison of the fares proposed by applicant and
those proposed by Riverside Transit Lines, along the extenslons
involved, are as follows:

Hemet Bus Line Riverside Transit Lines

7th and Market to Tth and Market to

Box Springs $ .15 Box Springs
(Rouné <rip) (No »ouné trip)
Edgemont .20 Edgemont
(30 rides (25 gédes)$h .50 = 50 rides «*’
.00
March Air Force Base .25 March Air Force Base
{10 rides ( 5 rides $1.00)
(30 rides (25 »ides $lL.50)
(50 rides (50 rides $8.00)




It appears that tho fares proposed by applicant are
somowhat higher for the trin to Zdgement and the alr force
base, the two principal éoints with which we are here concerned,
than the nropossd I=rcs of the Riverside Transit Lines.

Applicant proposes on hourly service in each direc-
tion between 6:00 a.m., and 10:00 p.m., with service spaced
1-1/2 hours in each direction between 10:00 p.m. and 1:00 a.nm.
In Aprlication Fo. 31999, Riverside Transit Liﬁes proposes
approximately the same service, but specifies 1-1/2 hour
service during "off-peak" periods. It thus appears that
hourly service is proposed to be rendered by applicant and
Riverslide Transit Lines during peak periods. 7

It was stipulated vetween the applicant and Riverside
Transit Lines thet each of fifteen peréons present in court
would, if called as a witness, testify that he lived in an
area cerved by Riverside Transit Lines; that he worked at the
liarch Alr Torce Dase; that, if applicant were siven the
authority requested, he would have‘to walk throe~quarters of
a mile to one mile to use apnlicant's services‘to Harch Alr
Force Sase, or, as an alternctive, use the present services
of Niverside Transit Lines to Highway 395 and along that highway
change to npplicant's duses. |

Llthourh the services proposed by applicant and
Riverside Transit Lines, in Application No. 31959, are similar,
and would meet public need end convenience In the same way and

to the same extent, there ore two matters which require that

the Cormilssion deny the applicntion heroin and authorize




instead the services proposcd DYy Riverside Transit Lines in
Anplication No. 31959:

(1) The application of Riverside Transit Lines was
filed with the Cormiission on Jecember 7, 1950. The‘applica-
tion herein was filed on Februvary 9, 1951. Inssmuch as the
service proposed by each applicant is éomparable to that
proposed by the other, and each appiicant appears to be ex-
porienced and able to perform the contomplated services, the
Commission %s of the opinion that the requested éutbority
should be grented to Riverside Transit Lines. Other things
veing equal, the applicant who first fliles an‘applicétion
for a certificate of public convenlence and necessity to
porform a service as a passenger stage aorporatién should
receive the reward due to his diligbnce,

(2)' In addition, the records of the Commission show that
spplicant, by Decision No. 35391, dated tay 19, 1942, on
rApplication No. 23028, First Supplemcntall had autpority to
serve between Riverside and EHemet via U, S. Eighway 395 and
State Tigaway 7li. Applicant testififed that, in 1945, he dis-
continued such service without authority from this Cormission.,
Je also testifled that, within the month preceding this hearing,
he filed with this Commission an application to abandon the
service authorized by said'Decision\No.‘3539{, and thet he was |
aware that, beflore an authorized servicq 1s abasndoned, authority
rmust be secured from the Commiscsion to abandon such service.

In the opinion of this Comuission the aﬁandonment without Com-

mission authorization, and the request for abandonment now on
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rile, appo-r to be inconsistont with the present application,
and furnish additional grounds for denial.

For the reasonsabove stated, the Commission is of the
opinion, and findsg, that public convenience and necessity do not.

require that the applicant be piven the authority requested by

the epplication herein.

Application having been Liled, a hearing having beon
held thereon, the matter having Dbeen subndtted, and good cause
appearing therefor,

IT I3 HSREBY ORDZERID that the application of P. C. Cross,
doing business as Hemet Bus Line, for a certificate ol public con-

vonionce and necessity osuthorizing the operatlon of a service as a

passenzer stage corporation, as defined iIn Section 2-1/L of the

Public TUtilitles Act, between Box Springs‘and liareh Alr Force
Base gate, be, and the same hereby is, denied.

The effective date of this order shzll be twenty (20)

days aflter the date hereof. '
Dated atm,. California, this 4“-’-"

day of Pnaf/ , 1951.




