
Decision No. 4566:1. 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES OO~~:ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the A~~lication ) 
of the SISKIYOU TELEPHONE COMPANY ) 
f.or ~ermission to abandon toll ) 
~;ervice and telegraph service at ) 
Orle~ns B~r. ) 

Ap?lication No. 31$89 

Eleanor Hendricks and ~. Av Danr'l.enbrink, 
for applicant; SiskiyC'u County Farm Bureau 
and California Farm Bureau Federation,by 
Edson Abel, interested party; John E. Minnea, intereste~ ~~rty; A. B. Campbell, interaste 
party. 

Siskiyou Telephone Company, a 6!llifornia corporation and 

applicant in this proceedinf:, by th(~ above-entitled applic<ltion 

filed November 3, 1950 1 rCQ.uests 'P,ermission to ~bandon its toll sta­

tion at Orleans Bar in Humboldt County, tog'ether with anexisting 

lines in Humboldt County ar.d all service heretofore offered in 

Humboldt County. A p\:.olic r.earin~ ,on this application was held 

before Ex~miner Edw~rds on April ~5, 1951, ~t ~ort Jones} G~ii~orn1~. 
Ap'Plicant claims that the cost to :no.in.t.:lin this service is now pro-

hi'bitive b~ceuse the For'~st Service has stopped providing mainte-

nance on this line. 

Applicant's facilities fo,r renderin~ telephone and 

telep.r~'Oh service in Humbolct COlJ.l'l,tyconsisted of. 9 miles of sin8=le­

wire li.ne built on Forest S€lrvice J:1oles and one t.elephone toll sta­

tion. The telephone lines \,lere ir.lt.e~ated to 0. considero.ble extent 

with t:'e lines of the Kla!:ln:th Naticlnal Forest Service in that pin 

space \l13.S leased from, a,nd maintenamce service was furnished by the 

Forest Service. 
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I:"I. 1930 'the Klam~tr N.qtic)nal Forest Service constructed a 

pole 1i1'10 for its own purpose from. the Forks of Sa.lmon to Somes B~r 

,and from Somes Bar an additional 9 miles to Orleans Bar. The 

:~orest Service per:nitted tho cO:'l'par.tY' to rent pole space for its toll 

lines at a cost of 10 cents 'PCr pir:: per year. 

In 194$ the territory fro·:n: Somes Bar to Orle~ns Bar was 

removed from the jurisdiction of the Klamcth ND.tion.~l Forest and 

'Olaced into the newly f.ormed Six Ri viers National Forest. Followin.~ 

t·hc severe winter of 1 'I4S-1940 ) whe'n the toll line from Somes B.o.r to 

Orleans Bar was severely dam.lf.'ed , th~~ Six Rivers National Forest 

det~rmin,=d th£:.t it 'trould no longer In:2l.intll.in the telephone lin1e a.nd 

that, t-h.~reafter, the Siskiyou Tele:?hone Compa.""lY would have to !llZl.in­

t,ain its li!le. The Forest Ser\1~ce :~:; now using ra.dio e.s itsprin­

c:ipal means of communication. 

Applicant clo.ims, that the line went down in Jc.nuary, 1950 , 

and was not therea!'ter returned to ~:er~'lice. Since January, 1950, 

th.e residents in the area :r.ave d~pen:ded upon the United State$ mail 

s~~rvice for ordinary cornmu:nicc.tion and. r,o.ve used the Forest Service 

r.~dio system in case of em\~r~ency. Those persons in. the area who 

d€!sire to use a telephone have been dl."'i ving: to c:pplicant t s office at 

SClmes Bar. 

Exhibit No. 3 of a:otllic:J.nt shows that d'lI'infr, the last 

13 m..,ntl-. s t.he line 'W'D.S iT! operation, 'Prior to February, 1950, .~pp1i­

c~nt.Ts revenue Wo.s ~50e.4) and opcra't,inr, cx-ocnse WIlS ~535 .. 76. A net 

loss of ~27 .. 33 was shown prior to a...'"l:r ~llowtlnce for d.e'Oreci~tion, 

mo:terial for repc.irs, o.ccountinr expEmse or ret'lm. on its. inve~~tment .. 

The line WD.S torn down about ~he middle of Scpt~mbcr~ 1950, 

by the Forest Service. To re:olac~ the old servic<?, a:op1ic~nt esti­

::no.'~ed t~D.t a. tree line from Somes Bu.l" 'co Orleans Bolr would cost 

$1,752.72 to CO:lstr'J.ct.. Also , it estillmted th~t a replacement ro.dio 
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com::nunication system would cost $3,000, but because of an intcr'len­

inp..: mountain, the feasibility of l:"eli.able radio communication would - . , 

be C'luestionaole. If D. repl~Lcemen~~ po:l'~ line system is; required, the 

estimo.ted cost is $7, $02. 

During the pas't y~~ar or two ,: the Co!nmission received 

se,reral informal complaints re,2:.lrdinp.: the tele...,hono service at 

Orleans Bar. Accordin~ly, all compl~dnants were notified of the 

he~~rin,ll' a.nd invited to be ?resent or have representatives of 1;he 

community in attendance. No people from the Orleans Bar area 

a'9peared at the he~ring. The ap'Olic~tnt was questioned regarding c 

'Petition presented to us l~Lst August requesting that' the Commission 

use its offices in behalf of the people in Orleans, ~veitchpec, 

~!a,rtins Ferry and the area adjacent thereto, to have a telephone 

cc,mmunication system insts.l!led. In reply, applicant testified that 

it has no certifiC.:lte to serve in Hum.boldt County and the toll sta­

tj.on was a cooperati v~ measure when the Forest Service insta.lled its 

l:Lnes. It ho.d never 1nvcstir.~ted the' entire area covered by the 

p~~tition but was not interested in e:xtendin~ its service in Humboldt 

C,~unty as it was not economic.:llly justified in ~oing outside of 

Siskiyo'l County. 

A representative of the Cnlifornia Farm Bureau Feder,!ltion, 

who was familia.r with the 'Problem of 'furnishing telephone service in 

the a.re~) testified that. 0:1 the basis of a survey made last year, 

t.here is not enoup,h businless to war:r;ant any individual or public 

u.tility installing a tele'ohone syste:1:l in the communities mentioned' 

j.n the 'Oetition. Since the P~ci£ic Gil$ Clnd Electric Compo.ny 

:Lnstalled electric service into the area., single-wire grounded tele­

phone systems will not work properly and the extrc. cost of <:l two-wire 

t.elephone system r:u1kes the re<i.uest Clf' the petitioners even less 

feasible from ~. cost standpoint. 



A-·31SS9 NB 

Two residents of the Etna a:rea. ap'Oeared at the hearinp.: to 

ftClvis'3 the Commission of trouble they were having with the service 

of the Siskiyou Telephone Compar .. y. Their problem concerned lack of 

~\ldibility on long distance c,,"lls, crosst~lk, amd slow operator' 

r~~s'Oonse. ~,~"ile these subscribers t'calized that their problem was 

nc)t pertinent to the abanclontlent prc1ceeding, they did request th..'lt 

the Commission E=i va some attention t,o this matter. An :Lnf'orm,3.1 
, ' 

i~'1vestip:1ltion of their probl~m ""-ill 'ole made by the Co,mmission staff'. 

I'·,T,o one a"'D0ared at the hearit'lp: to pl."o,test the 'Proposed abandonment 

of toll service tl~ Orleans Bar. 

From a review of the reco::-d 1 we llore of the opinion that 

a'Pplica.nt s}l.ould be given pen:rl.ssio::l to :::.b:mdon toll service and 

telegraph service at Orle:lns Bal" and. in Humboldt County. This ... 
s,crvice has not been dircctly avail,o.1;)le since Januo.ry, 1950, when 

t,he line went down. In the mC:lntime the npplico.nt has indirectly 

furnished sllch service to residl~nt$ (~t the :lre~ by tlaili:lg copies of 

nle sS:l.~es, or directly to those who drive over to SOI:l~S Bar. The 

Porest Service is furnishin.e: e::l~rgencj" cocmunication service in the 

area by ra.dio. Justification has rlOlt b €len shown for requiring the 

applica::lt to reconstruct il lin€t t~\ti will not sustain itself ,lnd be 

a burd.en on the rates P."lid. by the c>ther subscribers of the company ~ 

C R D E R ___ f __ 

Siskiyou Telephone ComparlY', havinr. :lpplied to this 

'C('I!Ilmiss:Lon for permission· tCl :lb.lndcm toll service and telegro.ph 

service at Orle~s B~r and in H~~~>ldt County, a public he~rlng hav­

in?: been held, the I:l~tter having bE~~tn submitted,. and it c.ppe.:t::-ing t·~ 

the COmJ'llis.sion th::.t it 'M:'Iuld be un1~conomic, o.s recited in the for~­

~oing opinion, to reQuire applicD.n~~ to reestablish such service, 

therefore, 
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IT IS ORDERED that applicar.:t :nay abandon its toll staticn 
I 

,3.t Orleans Bar and its lines and tele'phone and telegraph service 

heretofore rendered in Humboldt C.ounty. 

IT IS FURTF£R ORDSRED that applicant is authorized to file, 

in <,uadruplicate , with this Commission after th€~ effective date of 

thJ~s order and on or before July 31, 1951, in conformity with 

Gerlera1 Order No. 96, the necessary tariff filin~s to reflect the 

abamdonment of toll and tele,p.:raph service at Orleans Bar and in 

Humboldt' County and, after not less· than five (5) days' notice' to 

the! Commission and the public, to make said tariff filings effective. 

The effective date of this order shall be t.~.,enty (20) days 

aft,er the date hereof, 

Dated at Los Anp:eles, Califl~rnia, this __ ......w.l_t:..t-___ day 

of May, 1951 .. 


