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Decision No. ~OOOR @ﬁ/@/ml

BE?ORE TZE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of )
PACIFIC ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY, a ) _
corporation, for authority to replace ) Application No. 32137
rail service on its Pasadensa Short )
Line and Sierra Vista Line with )
motor coach service. )

C. Wo Cornell and E. D. Yeomans for applicant. HarrE H.
Cook in propria persona, protestant; Roger Arnebergh, K. Charles
Bean, and T. M. Chubb, for the City of Los Angeles, H. Burton
Noble, for the City of Pasadena, Stanley M. Lanham, Tor Los
Angeles Transit Lines, Warren P. Maraden and P. O. Harding, for
the Department of Public Works, LDivision of Highways, State of
California, L. C. Faus, in propria persona, Clara McDonald,

for United Patriotic reople of U. S. A., and J. G. sunter, for
the Public Utilities Cormission, Interested partlies.

CPINION

Applicant herein requests autho}ity to replace rail
service on its Pasadena Short Linc and Sierra Vista LrQe with
motor coach service. Subsequent to tiae filing of the o;iginal
sppiication, an amendment was Iiled which changes the proposed
reute of the Sierra Vista Lihe, but otherwise does not affect
<he application. |

A publie hearing was held in this matter on April 11,
1951, in Los Angeles, before Commissioner Potter and Examiner
Syphers, at which time evidence was adduced and the matter
submitted. It Is now ready for decision.

At the hearing an affidavit of posting notice‘in‘the
cars and statlons of applicant was filed, and the record shows
that the notice of hearing was served upon all interesteu parties.
The only perty appearing in protest was an indi&idual appearing in

propria persons, who presented ne testimony. The appearances
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of the cities and sovernmental bodles concerned were as interested

parties.

Testimony was presented by the Department of Public orks,
Division of ‘Li.shwavs of the State of California, In emlanation of
its letter ¢ Pebruary &, 1951, attached tc the application herein,
and addressed to the applicent company, which letter advises that,
due to the. contemplated freeway construction, the Cranchlise of ap-
plicant over Allso Street will be terminated. erfective rinety days
after the date of the letter. The franchise iIn question is one
sranted by the Cﬂty ovaos Anccles to Pacific Electric Rallway Com-
pany oa April 1, 1646, in which there was a clause specifically pro-
viding for the torminatlion of Pacific Electric Rallway Company's
rights on Aliso Street, elther by the City of Los Anzeles or by the
state Deparitment of Public “orks, Divislon of Highw;ys, on ninety
days! written notice.

According to the testimony, the Irceway develonment in the
Los Anmeles area has -een occasionec by great increases in popula-
tion, comdined with a phenomenal increase Iin the use of highways by
motor vehicles, includingz orivate automoblles, commercisl vehicles,
and those vehicles devoted to mass transportation of people. This
situation has created a problem of congestion, to solve which the
State of California has spent, and s centemplating spending, many
willions of dollars for freoway construction. In the Los Angelos
area, Aliso Street becomes one of the Xkey thoroughfares, inasmuch .
as it will be converted into a freeway. It was pointed out that the
presence of rails on this street would so 1init its capacity as a
freeway that it would not be adéquate to handle the traffic which
will be diverted over it. It is estimated that the proposcd freeway,
when completed, will be called upon to carry some 84,000 vehicles
daily, with peaks in one direct‘o of 4,800 vehicleq per howr Just
westerly of Vignes Stweet and 6, 200 per hour eﬂsterly of Vignes

gtrect. TP rzil cars are continued to be operated on this street,

-2-




A.32137 go =

tnen its capacity will remain as at present, which the record in-
dicates as being U42,000 vehicles per day east of Vignes Street, with
poaks of appreximotely 2,000 cars per hour in one direction. Exhibit
No. 1 is 2 statement by the Assistant State Highway Engiheer of the
Department of Public Works, Division of Highways, elsborating upon
this theme.

It was further volinted out thgt it is necessary for the
State Department of Public orks to have the ralls removed by the
middle of September, 1951, if this freeway program is not to be
delayed wnnecessarily. This department presented further studies
showing thet sapproximately 92,000 pecple are moved over Allso Streetl
daily in both directions. The Pacific Zlectric Railway Company's
roecords show that of this total, omly 7,670 passengers in both
directions, or £.35 per cent, move via the Allso Street rail faclli-
ties. '

The principal traffic cngineer\or the City of Los Angeles
testified that, i hls opinion, the rails skould not be continued
on Aliso Strest. He stated that thé pressnce of ralls would impede
vehiculaf-traffic, and that, with the tracks on Aliso Street, it
could not be redesigned to meet the motor vehicle demands.

The applicant's evidence consisted of a study made by one
of its engineers as to the Pasadena Short Line and Sierra Vista
passenser operations, together with related exhibits. This study
reviews tho vrecent nistory of these lines, and then sets out the
present services. It is interesting to note that the areas served
by both ol these lines are essentlially residential or home communi-
ties, with the principal industries being lirht commercial and retail
trade. An analysis of these two lines shows that they have not been
operated at o profit. The Pasadena Short Line incufred a loss of
416,576 in 1949 and 420,176 in 1950. The Silerra Vista Line showed a -
loss of 165,789 in 19L9 and a loss of $176,L05 in 1950. The factors

..3..




r. 32137 - 72 @ o

A

advanced in explanation of these losses were three: (1) there has
been a continual downtrend Iin passenger trarrié, (Exhibit No. T shows
8 continuing downward trend In the number of revenue passengers o
both of these lines since 19U6), (2) the maintenance of way and
structures is an extremely heavy item on these two lines since
they are solely passengeé lines and must bear this total expense
without segregating any of it to Ireight operations, and (3)

there has been a continued increase in the cost of labor and
materials. The last wage increase of paésenger trainmen was
October 1, 1950, and amounted to l). cents per hour, and an agree-
ment has now been reached between the company and its nonoperating
employces for an Incresse of 12-1/2 cents an hour, effective
February 1, 1951.

This same study likewise pointed out that, 1if thelrail |
operations are to be contlnued, extensive track rghabilitation
will be necessary which would amount to a total estimated cost
of $62l,311. This amount does not include any costs for re-
locating the tracks on Aliso Street. Exhibit YNo. 1S shows
thet & temporary relocation of these tracks during freewéy
construction would cost $&21,SOO, and Exhibit No. 16 shows
that the permanent relocation of these tracks would involve
constructing & new grade separation and would cost approximately
$2,483,500.

- In view of this testimony, which was not contradicted
in any way at the hearlng, 1t becomes obvious that 1t would not
be practical to compel this applicant to spend such large sums
of money to relocate tracks for'lines that are not operating
on & profitable basis, unless there be & strong, compelling

public interest which requires the retention of these tracks.
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It {5 the proposal of applicant to substitute motor coaches
for the passenger rall service. Testimony prescented at the hearing
indicated that the motor coaches would be of the most modorn type, would
be well-ventilated, and that there would be & sufficlent numger of
motor coaches to supply & seating capaclty comparable to that of the
existing rail service.

In the light of this record we conclude that the substitution
of motor coaches for rail service will provide a worksble means of
transporting the passengers. Therefore, we find that there is not a
sufflclent compelling public intercst to require the retontion of
rail gservice under the conditions set out herein.

Tables 3 and 4 of Exhibit No. 7 set out the estimated

results of operations for the present rail opérations and for the

proposed motor coach operations. This testimony shows that there
L3 a definive possibility of improvement in the financial results
through the substitution of motor coaches. A condensation of
these tables follows:

PASADENA SHORT LINE

Present Proposed
Rail Operations Motor Coach Operattons

Amount ¢ Per Mile Amount ¢ Per Mile
(1) ) (3) ton

Passenger Revenue $281,4.00 76.6L  $281,L400 75.25
Operating Expenses & Taxes 320,079 90.75 223,733 59.83

Net Income ($ 39,279) (11.11) $ 57,667 16.h2

SIERRA VISTA LINE

g'assen%er' Revenue ‘\3126 ,L{go 59.6¢ ‘%96 ,ugo 7.08
perating Expenzes & Taxes 7 .30 260 C.70
Noet Income (ﬁﬂﬁ) (gg- ;5) (3:?%8’66) (I3.52)

Testinony was presented by an engineer of the staflf of the

Public Utilities Commission, the substance of which was to suggest

a difrerent routing Ior the proposed motor coach operations along
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Huntington Drive, and to estimate the number of motor coaches
required to replace the present rail service. This testimony
proposed that a new roadway for the use of motor coaches only be
cut across the Pacific Electric right-of-way through the northeast

corner. of the Sierra Vista Station grounds. This could be done

i

at a nominal cost and would provide a means whereby the outbound

cosches from Los Angeles could operate on the soutih side of

T i

Huntington Drive, and the indound coaches on the north side. It
| was pointed out that such an arrangement was desirable due to
traffic congestion, particularly in the El Sereno district. This
witness also testified that it would not be possible to have
standees én the motor coaches which applicant proposes to use on
the Pasadena Short Line without exceeding the authorized weight
limits under Section 70% of the California Vehicle Code. |
The Board of Public Utilities and Transportation of the.
City of Los Angeles has considered this matter, and, under date of
April 13, 1951, has approved the substitution of motor coach
‘] service for rall service, subject to a later determination as to
routing and scheduling of these motor coach lines. Under date of
fpril 2%, 1951, the Board of Public Utilities issued Franchise
’ No. 9035&, specifying the routes over which these motor coach lincs
might operate within the City of Los Angeles. -
| After 2 thorough consideration of the testimony presented
herein, wg_g;é of the opinion, and heredy find, thet it will be in f——
the public interest to permit the substitution of motor coach
service for ralls, as proposed by the applicant. The parts of
the routes in the City of Los Angeles for the motor coach service
which we authorize herein arc the ssme as thosc authorizod by the
Board of Public Utilities ang fransportation of the City of Los’

Angelcs. During construction or upon completion of the frecway,
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1t may become necescary and desirable to provide for other routes

in the vicinity of Aliso Street, at which time applicant will be

expected to apply for the necessary authority from this Commission.

Application as above entitled having been filed, & public
hearing having been held thereon, the Commission being fully advised
In the premises and hereby finding that pubdblic convenlence and
necessity so require,

IT IS ORDERED:

(1) That, subject to the conditions herclnalter provided, the

Pacific Electric Railway Company be, and 1t hereby ls, authorlzed

to discontinuve rail paésenger service on the Pasadena Short Line

and the Sierwa Vista Line.
(2) That the Pacific Elcetric Railway Company‘be, and i1t herebdby
is, authorized to sbandon rsils over the following described routes:

Commencing at San Pedro and Fourth Streets

in the City of Los Angeles Mile Post 0.652, thence northerly
on San Pedro Street to Aliso Street Mile ‘Post 1.045 on a
city owned double track electric line. Als30o commencing

at San Pedro Street and Aliso Street Mile Post 1.04S,

thence easterly on Aliszc Street and private right of way

to Macy Street, Mile Post 1.962, together with cross-

overs, spurs, sidings, and other appurtenances. A total
length of 1.310 miles, all iz the City of Los Angeles.

Also commencing at Valley Junction in the Civy
of Los Angeles Mile Post 3.112, thence a double track
electric line northerly on private right of way to Mlile
Post L.470 at Indian Village, thence & four track electric
line northeasterly on private >»ight of way to Mile Post
8.250 at Oneonta Park in the City of South Pasadens,
thence a double track electric line northerly on private
right of way and Falr Oaks Avenue to end of line at Walnut
Street in the City of Pasadena Mile Post 11.421, together
with crossovers, sgurs, sidings and other appurtenances.

A total length of 8.309 miles, in the Cities of Los
Angeles, Alhambra, South Pasadena and Pasadena.




Commencing at the comnection with the Pasadena
Short Line at Sierrsa Vista in the City of Alhambra
Mile Post 7.380, thence easterly on private right of
way to & point near Fremont Avenue Mile Post 7.776, &
total length of 0.396 miles.

(3) That a certificate of public convenience and necessity

be, and it hereby 1s, granted to the Paciflc Electric Railway
Company, authorizing the establishment and operation of a service
&3 a passenger stage corporation, as that term 1s defined in
Section 2-1/L of the Public Ttilities Act, for the transportation
of persons along the routes and between the polnts hereinaflter
specified, and as an extension ard enlargement of, and to be
consolidated with, applicant's exlsting rights:

Pasadens Short Line:

From Maln Street Station at Sixth and Main Streets
(Los Angeles) via Main Street, or as an alternate from
Los Angeles Street Terminal (Los Angeles) via Los
Angeles Street, Sixth Street, San Pedro Street, Aliso
Street, Mission Road, Huntington Drive South, Main
Street, Huntington Drive South, Fremont Avenue,
Euntington Drive North, and Fair Oaks Avenue to Walnut
Street, Pasadens.

Returning via Falr Qaks Avenue, Huntington Drive
North, Mission Road, Aliso Street, San Pedro Street,
Fifth Street and Maple Avenue to Los ingeles terminal.

Sierra Vista Line:

From Main Street Station at Sixth and Main Streets
(Los Angeles) via Main Street, or as an alternate from Loa
Angeles Street Terminal (Los Angeles) via Los Angeles
Strect, Sixth Street, San Pedro Street, Aliso Street,
Mission Road, Marengo Street, Soto Street, Euntington
Drive South and Main Street (Albhambra) to Hampden Terrace-
Euntington Drive South, thence into Pacific Electric
Railway's private property at Sierra Vista Station.

Returning via Huntington Drive North, Monterey
Road, Huntington Drive South, Soto Street, Marenge Street,
Mission Road, Allso Street, San Pedro Street, Sth Street,
Maple Avenue, and Los Angeles Strcet, to the Los Angeles
toerminal. '

Applicant is authorized to turn its motor vehicles at
tormini and intermediate points, in elther direction,

at intersections of streets or by operating around a block
contiguous to such intersections, or in accordance with
local traffic rules.
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(4) That, in providing service pursuant to the certificate
herein gronted, there shall be compliance with the following service
resulations:

(a) Within thirty (30) days after the effective date
hereof, anplicant shall file a wrltten acceptance
of the certificate hercin granted.

(b) Within one hunired eighty (180) days after the eof-
Tactive date hereof, and upon not less than the
periods otherwise herein prescerided, and in no
casa less than five (5) days® notice to the Com-
mission and the nublic, applicant shall establish
the service herein authorized and shell comply with
the provisions of General Order Ho. 79 and Part 19
of General Order No. 98, by filing in triplicate,
ané concurrently making effective, tariffs and time
schedules satisfactory to the Cormission.

(S) That the abandomment of rail service hereinabove authorized
13 subject to the folluwing conditlons:

(a) Chanzes in service shall be made only after thirty
(30) days' notice to this Commission and the pub-
1ic, and shall be subject to the same conditions
aa were prescribed in Decision No. LU1EL, dated
May 9, 1950, on Application No. 30095, relative
to the substitution ol motor coach for rail serv-
ice on the Nonrovia-Glendora line.

Motor coaches to be purchased shall be new, modern
equirment and shall be equal or superior to the
equipment descrived at the hearings in these pro-
ceedings in connection with the coxmpany's pro-
posals. Particularly, shall such equipment con-
tain forced wventilation ind shall be designed in
such 2 manner as to red.ce noise, fumes, and odors
to a wractical minimum. 3efore any motor coach
equivment is substituted for rall service, the
comnany shall submit cetalled specifications to
thtis Commission and szcure the Commission's sap-~
proval. :

Y
(6) That fallure of ap=licant to comply with any of the
provisions of this order, w.uhout prior authorization of this

Commission, will rendsr tke authority herein granted null and void.

In all other rsspects this application is hereby denied.

The effoctive dare of this order shall be twenty (20) days

alfter the date hereol.
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Dated at ;ﬁm_@%@_, California, this

day of '7’27/1;4 » 1951.
/




