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Dec1sion No •. _~_-._5_6_8_2 __ 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application ot ) 
PACIFIC ELECTRIC RAILWAY COMPANY ~ a ) 
corporation, for a.uthority to replace) App11cation No. 32137 
rail service on its Pasadena Short ) 
Line a.nd Sierra Vista tine with ) 
motor coach oerv1ce. ) 

c. W. Cornell and E. D. Yeomans for applicant. Harr! H. 
Cook in propri.a, persona, protestant; Ro~r Arnebergh, K. ChAr es 
Bean~ and T. M. Chubb, for the City ot s Angeles, H. Burton 
'N'OOIe, for the cIty of PasadeM, Stanley,M. Lanham, tor Los 
Angeles Transit Lines, Warren P. Marsden\and. P. o. Hardin~, for 
the Department of Public Works, Division 'of Highways, Sta.te of 
Calitornia, L. C. Faus, in propria. p~rsona, Clara McDonald, 
for United patriotic People of U. S. A., and J. G. Hunter, for 
the Public Utilities Co~ssion, interested parties. 

o PIN' ION -------
Applicant herein requests authority to replace ra1l 

service on its Pasadena Short Line and Sierra. Vista L~ne w1th 
\ 

~otor coach service. Subsequent to the riling of the orig1nal 

app11cation, an amend.."!lent was filed which changes the proposed 

route of the Sierra Vista L1ne, but otherwise does not affect 

the application. 

A publie hearing was held in this matter on April 11, 

:951, in Los Angeles, before Commissioner Potter and Examiner 

Syphers, at which time evidence was adduced and the matter 

submitted. It is now ready for decision. 

At the heor1ng an affidav1t or posting notice in the 

cars and stations of applicant was filed, and the record shows 

that the notice of hearing was sorved upon all interesteci parties. 
, 

'.!'he only party appearing in protest was an ind1vidual appearing in 

propI·1A. p-ersons., who presented no testimony. The appeara.nces 
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of the cities :md sovernlrental bocl1es concerned were a.s interested 

parties. 

Testimony was ~resented by the Department of PUblic ~~:orks, 
Div1.sion or '::::.iShWOY3 or the Strtte or Ca11!'orn1.a, 1n exp~ana.t1.on or 

it~ lettor <.;~: February 8 1 1951, attnched tc the applica.:tion herein. 

o.nd adcressed +':0 t!lC ~Lp~licgnt cO!!lpany, \-:'h.1ch letter advises that, 

due to the contem'Pla.ted freeway construction, the franchise of ap-

plicont over Aliso Street will be t'=lrminated. e1'1'(e cti ve :r:J.nety days 

atter the date of the letter. The franchise in ~uestion is one 

sro.nted by the C'~~ty of Los An;;cles to Pacifi c Ele ctr1c Railway Com­

pany on April 1, 1946, in which there was a Clause specifically pro­

viding for the tor~inntion of Paci~ic Electric Railway Company's 

rights on Aliso Street, either by t..-""e City or Los An:eles or by the 

Stt;l.te Department of Public "'orks, Division of Bigh'\'ays, on ninety 

dnys' written notice. 

Accoreing to the test ir:ony 1 the freeway developmEnt in the 

Los An:,,:eles area h.."lS ?een occasioned by Great increases in populo.-

tior., combined vdth a phe~omenol increose in the ~e of highwnys by 

motor vehicles, including private automobiles, co~ercio.l vehiCles, 

and those vehicles devoted to mass trons,ortat1on of people. This 

situation has created 0. proble~ of con:jestion, t.o solve which the 

State of California has spent. ~~d is ccnte~plotir.g spending, many 

~illions of dollars for freoway construction. In the Los Angeles 

ares
1 

Aliso Street beco~es one of the key thoroughfares~ inasmuch. 

as it r.ill be converted into a freeway. !t '~s pointed out that the 

presence of rsils on t.'1.is street Vlould so 11l:l1t its capacity as a 

freeway that it would not be adequate to handle the traffic which 

will be diverted over it. !t i~ estimated that the proposed freeway, 

when completed, will be called upon to carry some 84,000 vehicles 

da ily, \'l~ th peo}~s in one dire ct!.o:~ or 4, SOO veh1 ole !oJ. per hour just 
" 

westerly of Vi~ne3 s~,:,eet and 6,200 per hour e~sterly of Vignes 

street. It r~11 cars are continued to be operated on this street, 
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then its capacity will re:!l.ain o.s at present, ·r.hich. the record in­

dicates ss be~,ng 42 ,000 vehicles per day e~st or Vicnes Street. with 

poaks or appre,xi:nctely 2,000 cnre per hour in one direction. Exhibit 

No. 1 is 3 stote:nent by the Assistant sto.te Bigh":lOY Engineel" or the 

Dep3rt:nent o! ?-J.b11c ~··.orks" Division of Highways, els.borstir.g upon 

this theme • 
... 

It was further pointod out that it is necessary tor the 

St~te Depal"tment or ?ub11c 'l'}'orl'.s to have the ro.ils removed 'by the 

middle 0: September. 1951, if this freeway program is not to be 

delayed unnecessarily. This department ,rosented turther studies 

showing ths.t ar>prox::'r.:ntely 92,t)OO people :::.re !':loved over Aliso Street 

daily in 'both directions. The Pacifie Electric Railway Company's 

records $hov: thot of this total, only 7,670 passengers in both 

d1r~~t1ons, or 8.35 per cent, move via the Aliso Street rail facili-

ties. 

The ,rineipal traffic engineer of the City of Los Angeles 

testified that, iu his opinion, the r~ils should not be continu~d 

on Aliso streo'l:. He stilted that the presenee of rails wo~..:.ld 1I:1ped~ 

vehiculcr -tra.rtic~ and t..'lo.t, with the t:-a.cks on Aliso street, it 

could not be redesiGned to meet the =ootor ve,hicle demands. 

The applica~t's ev~de~ce cor~isted of a study made by one 

of its engineers as to the Passcena Short Line and Sierra Vista 

po.ssen!:;er opero.t ions, tosether wi th related exhibits. 'l'h1s study 

reviews tho re cent history of these lines, So nO. then sets out the 

present services. It is L~terect1n; to note that the orens served 

by both ol' these lines!'l re essentially reside:ltia1 or home co;-::nuni­

ties, with the pr1ncipol industries being li~ftt commercial and retail 

trade. An onol~sis or these two lines shows t~~t they hsve not been 

operated at 0. profit. The Pasadena Short Line incurred a loss of 

;;'16,576 1n 1949 and ~~20,176 in 1950. The Sierra Vista tine showed a ' 

loss of ,'~165, 789 1n 1949 and Do loss of $176,405 in 1950. The faetors 
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Adv~nced in explanation of these losses were three: (1) th~re has 

been a continual downtrend in passenger traffic, (Exhibit No. ( shows 

a continuing downward trend in the number of reven~e passengers o~ 

both of these lines since 1946), (2) the maintenance of way and 

structures is an extremely heavy item on these two lines since 

they are solely passenger 11nes ~nd ~ust bear this total expense 

without segregating any of it to freight operations, and (3) 

there has been a continued increase in the cost of labor and 

mAterials. The last wage increase or passenger trair~en was 

October 1, 1950, and a.mou.."'lted to lJ. cents per hour, and an Ilgree­

ment has now been reached bet~een the company and its nonoperating 

employees for an increase or 12-1/2 cents an hour, effective 

February 1, 1951. 

This same study likewise pointed out that, if the rail 

operations are to be continued, extensive track rehabilitation 

will be necessary which would amount to a total estimated cost 

of $624,311. This amount does not include any costs for re­

locating the tracks on Aliso Street. Exhibit No. 15 shows 

th~t a temporary relocation of these tracks during freeway 

construction would cost $421,$00, and Exhibit No. 16 shows 

that the permanent relocation of these tracks would involve 

constructing a n~w grade separation and would cost approximately 

$2,48.'3,500. . 
In view of this test1~ony, which was not contradicted 

in any way at the hearing, it bcco~cs obvious that it would not 

oe practical to compel this applicant'to spend such large sums 

of mon,ey to :-e1ocate tracks for lines that a.re not operating 

on a. profitable baSiS, unless there 00 a strong, compelling 

:public 1nteros.t which requiNs the rotention of these tracks. 
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It is tho proposal of applica.nt to substitute motor coaches 

for th~ passenger ra.il service. Test1mony presented at the hearing 

indicfltr:::ld that the motor coaches would be of the :nost mod~rn. type, woald 
• 

be well-ventilated, and that there wo~ld be a sufficient number of 

motor coaches to supply a seating capacity comparable to that of the 

existing r~1l service. 

In the light of this record we conclude thAt the oubst1tution 

of motor coaches for rail service will provide a workable means of 

transporting the passengers. The:-efore,' we find that there 1s not a 

su~ric1ent compelling public interest to require the retention or 

rail $ervice under the conditions set out heroin. 

~ables 3 and 4 of EXhib1t No.7 set out the estimated 

results of operations for the present rail operations and for the 

proposed motor coach operations. Th13 tes~imony shOW$ that there 

is a definite possibility of improvement in the financial r~su1ts 

thro~gh the 3~Q~t1t~t1on Or motor coaches. A condensation or 

these tables follows: 

PASADENA SHORT LINE 

passenger Revenue 
Operating Expenses & Tax~s 
Net Income 

Passenger" Revenue 
Operating Expenses & Taxes 
Net Income 

Present 
Ra.il O'Cerations 

Amou.."lt ¢ Per ~ 
(1) (2) 

$281,L.OO 
320,67C} 

($ 39,279) 

79.64 
90 .7$ 

(11.11) 

SIER."qA VISTA tINE 

$196,400 
~27 18~ () 30:78 ) 

Proposed 
Motor. Co ach OperAt:!:.ons 

AmoWlt i Per Mile 
(03) (4) 

$281,400 
223,73~ 

$ 57,667 

7$.2$ 
29. 83 
1$.4S 

u.7.08 
60.70 

(I).62) 

Testimony wa.s presented by an engineer of the staff of the 

1='ublic Utili t1e:3 Commission, the substa.nce of which was to suggest 

a d1fr~r~nt routing tor the proposed motor coach operations along 
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Huntington Drive, ~~d to estim~t~ the number of motor coaches 

required to replace the present rail service. This testimony 

proposed that a new roa.dway for th.e usc of motor coaches only 'be 

cu'c across the Pacific ElectriC right-at-way through the northeast 

corner of the Sierra Vista Stotion gro~~ds. This could be done 

at a nominal cost and would proviae a :ne~ns whereby the outbound 

cO$ches from Los An~eles could operate on the south side or 
Huntington Drive, and the inbound coaches on the .north side. It 

was pOinted out that such an arrangement W3S desirable due to 

traffic congestion, p~rticularly in the El Sereno district. This 

witness also testified that it would not be possible to have 
-

standees on the motor coaches which ap~lic~nt proposes to USe on 

the Pasadena Short Line without ehceeding the authorized weight 

limits under Section 704 of the California Vehicle Code. 

The Board of Public Utilities and Transportation of the. 

City of Los Angeles h~s considered this matter, snd, under date of 

April 13, 19$1, has ap~rovcd the substitution of motor coach 

service for r~il service, subject to a'later d.eterminat1on as to 

routing and scheduline of these motor coach lines. Under date of 

.~pril 24, 1951, the B01;lZ'd of Public Utili tics issued Franchise 

No. 90344, sp~cifyir.g the routes over which these motor coach lines 

might operate within the City of Los Angeles. 

Aft~r a thorough considcre.t10n of the tostimony presented 

herein, we ~rc of the opL~ion, and hereby find, that it Will be in L----­

the public int~rcst to permit the substitution of motor coach 

service for rails, as proposed by the appllcDnt. The parts of 

the routes in the City of Los Angeles tor the motor coach service 

which we authorize herein are the same as those authorized by the 
. 

BO(!Jrd of Public Utili ties and Transportn,tion of the City of Los 

Angoles. During construction or upon completion of the freeway, 
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. 
it may become necessar! and desirable to provide for other routeo 

in the vicinity of Aliso Street, at which time applicant will be 

expected to apply for the nece5sary authority from this Co~ssion. 

o R D E R -_ .... --

Application 8.$ above entitled having been filed, a public 

hearing having been held thereon, the Cocmission being fully advised 

in the premises and hereby finding that public convenience and' 

neeessity so require, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That, subject to the conditions here1nafter provided, the 

Pacific Eloctric Railway Co=pany be, and it hereby 1s, authorized 

to d1scontin:J.€l rail pe.ss~nger sorvice on the Pasadena. Short Line 

Md the S1er::-8. Vista. Line. 

(2) That the Pa.cific E10ctr1c Railway Company be, and it hereby 

is, authorized to abandon rails over the following describe~ routes: 

Comoencing at San Pedro and Fourth Streets 
in the City of Los Angeles ~ile Post 0.6$2, thence northerly 
on San Pedro street to Aliso Street Mile 'Post 1.045 on 8. 
city owned o.ouble track ~lectric line. Also commencing 
at San Pedro Street and Aliso Street Mile Post 1.045, 
thence easterly on Aliso Street and private right of way 
to Macy Street, Mile Post 1.962, together with cross-
overs, $pur~, sidings, and other appurtenances. A total 
length of 1.310 miles, all in the City of Los Angeles. 

Also commencing ~t Valley Junction in the City 
or Los Angeleo Mile Post 3.112, thence a double track 
electric line northerly on private r1ght of way to Mile 
Post 4.470 at Indian Village, thence a four track electric 
line northeasterly on private ~ight of way to Mile Post 
8.2$0 at Oneonta Park in the City of South Pasacena, 
thence a double track electriC line northerly on private 
right of way and Fair Oaks Avenue t~ end of line at WaL~ut 
Street in the City of Pasadena Mile Post 11.421, together 
with crossovers, spurs, sidings and other appurtenances. 
A total length of 8.309 miles, in the Cities of Los 
Angeles, Alhambra, Sou.th Pasadena and pa3adena. 
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Commencing at th~ connection with the Pasadena 
Short Line at Sierra Vista fn the City ot Alha.'"llbra. 
Mile Post 7.380, thence easterly on private right ot 
wAy to a point near Fremo~t Avenue Mile Post 7.776, a 
total longth of 0.396 miles. 

(3) That a certificate of public conveni~nce and necessity 

be, and it hereby is? granted to the Pacitic Electric Railway 

Company, authorizing the establishment and operation of a. service 

as a passenger stage corporation, as that term is defined 1n 

Section 2-1/4 or the Public Utilities Act, for the transportation 

of persons along the routes and between the points hereinafter 

specifiod, and as an extension and enlargement of, and to be 

consolidat,~d with, applicant's existing rights: 

Pasadena Short Line: 

From Main Street Station at Sixth and Main Streets 
(Los Angeles) via Main Street, or as an alternate trom 
Los Angeles Street Terminal (Loz Angeles) via Los 
Angeles Street, Sixth Street, San Pedro Street, Aliso 
Street" Mis3'ion 'Road, Huntington Drive South, Main 
Street, Hu.~t1ngton Drive South, Fremont Avenue, 
Huntington Drive North, and Fair Oaks Avenue to Walnut 
Street, pasadena. 

Returning via Fair Oaks Avenue, Huntington Drive 
North, Mission Road, Aliso Street, San Pedro Street, 
Fifth Street and Maple Avenue to Los Angeles terminal. 

Sierra Vista Line: 

From Main Street Station a.t Sixth a.nd Main Streets 
(Los Angeles) via Main Street, I,r a.: a.n alternA.te trom Los 
Anselo~ ~treet Terminal (Los Angeles) via Los Angeles 
Streot 1 Sixth Street, San Pedro Street, Aliso Street, 
Mission Road, Marengo Street, Soto Street, Hunt1ngton 
Dr1ve South and Main Street (Alhambra) to H~pden Terraoe­
Huntington Drive South, thence into pacific Electric 
Railway'S private property at Sierra Vista Station. 

Returning via Huntington Drive North, Monterey 
Road, Hunt1ngton Drive South, soto Street, Marengo Street, 
Mission Road, Aliso Street, San Pedro Street, 5th Street, 
Maple Avenue, and Los Angeles St~cet, to the Los Angeles ' 
terminal. 

Applicant is authorized to turn its motor vehicles at 
tormini and intermediate points, in either direction, 
at intersections of streets or by operating around a block 
cont1guous to such ir.tersections, or in accordance with 
local tratfic rules. 
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(4) That, in providing service pursuant to the cert1ticate 

horein ~rnnted, there sh~ll be comp11~~ce w.1th the tollovdng service 

reculations : 

(a) ','''1 thin thirty (30) days after th.e ettective date 
hereof, n,plicsnt Shall tile a written acceptance 
of the certificate heroin granted. 

(b) ~Yith1n one hu.""l<1.red eighty (180) da.ys after the et­
fective date ht!reot, and upon not less than the 
periods oth-crvd.se he:-ein prescribed, and in no 
caso less than five (5) days· notice to the Com­
~~ssion and the ,ublic, applic~~t $hall esta.blish 
the service herein authorized and shall comply with 
the provisions 01' General Order No. 79 and Part 19 
01' General Order No. 98, by fi!.ing in triplicate, 
and concu:-rently :raking effective, tariffs a nd time 
schedules satisfactory to the Co~iss1on. 

($) That the abx~donmcnt of rail service hereinabove authorized 

is subject to the toll(..w1ng conditions: 

(a) Chan;es in e ervi ce shall be made only after thirty 
(30) days' notice to this Commission and the pub­
lic, and sh~ll be subject to the same conditions 
as were prescribed in Decision No. 441cl, dated 
May 9, 1950, on Application No. 3009$, relatlve 
to the substitution oi' motor coach tor rail serv­
ice on th~ TI!onrovia-Glendora line. 

(b) Motor co~~~es to be ~urehased shall be new, modern 
equ1,ment and shall be equal or superior to the 
eoui~ment descr~bed at the hearings in the~e pro­
ceedir~s in connection, with the co~snyts pro­
posals. Particularly, srAll such eqUipment con­
t~in forced ventilation lnd shall be designed in 
such 0. ma.nner as to rec .. ~e noise, !'ut'lOS, and odors 
to a ,ractical minimum. Betore any motor coach 
eoui?~ent is substituted tor rail service, the 
comoany shall submit ,:eta1led ~eci!ic8.t1ons to 
tbi3 Commission and ~~cure the Commission's ap­
proval. .' 

(6) Thnt failure 01' ap:~:'icant to comply with any of the 

proV1sions of this order, Y/:..';hout prior authorization of ~h1~ 

CommiSSion, will rendor tee authority hereincranted null and vold. 

In all other respeets this application is hereby denied. 

The effective da're of this order shall 'be twentY' (20) days 

atter the date hereof. 
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Dated at;;fa.w a,A,~ 1 California, this Z"tl-

day of ~ , 19$1. 

a (. ')..,..., q .. x,,;( .. -- .... 

:;~ '1. ~.lcL« p;" 
.7' 
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