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45754 
Decision No. -----

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTIUTIES COM!-D:SSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the M~tter of the Applic~tion ) 
of ?.fiKE ABDELNOUR for permission ) 
or certific~te of public convenience ) 
or necessity to oper~te a water company_) 

Applic~tion No. 32130 

C. F. ~'loolpert, attorney, for applic~nt; 
Fr~nk Dal1ost~, ~orest ~~isler, and r~s. 
R. H. Hinkle, consum.ers~ interested -
pn.rties; 
J~es F. Wilson for the Commission staff. 

o PIN ION 
------~ 

Mike Abdelnour, an individual, owner ~~d oper~tor of 

a water system, by the ~bove-enti tled applicotion, f'ilcd Febru~;ry 8, 

1951, requests a certificate of public convenience and necessity 

to opercte said water system in the City of' Coachella, Riverside 

County, C~lifornia, ~nd requests the establishoent of rates for 

wC\'ter servic~. At the heari:lg, the applic;:,tion wns D-mended by 3-

reo,uest thnt the proposed service 3.rea be enlarged from 70 <lcreS 

to a tot~l of 100 acres to inl:lud,e certain unsubdividcd l.?nd 

loc~t~c adjacent to the area originally included in the applicntion 

as filed. The applicD.tion was alsor amended at the hearing by a 

request for the establishment of meter rates, fire hydrant rates, 

and a flat rate for agricultural and horticultural water usage. 

A public hearing on this matter was held before 

Examiner ~larner in Indio, California) 0:1 r~ay 9, 1951. 

Applicant has been furnishing domestic, commercial and 

agricultural water service to three subdivisions lying within the· 

city limits of the City of Co,achella since 1946. The subdivisions 

contain 282 lots and are known as the Abdelnour, Ruiz, and 

Ellis Coachella Tracts. As of the date of the hearing, water se~rice 
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was being furnished to 175 consumers located on 165 lots. There 

were 10 instances where separ.ate service conl'lections had been 

installed (where there was more than one conS1,.Uller living on a 

5ingle lot). Water service is furnished to 14 fire hydrants but 

no revenue is derived fro= such s~rvic~ at this time. 

The subdivided territory comprises 70 acres upon which, 

in addition to sev~ral houses) are located a grocery store, weldi~g 

shop, c&rage, scrlice station, beer parlor, and a s~all church. 

The land is flat and the soil is sandy. )'Jatcr is used for flowcr:5 ,
1 

gardens and trees, and for house water coolers in tho summer timl~ .. 

Such water coolers are of the dri"O tv"Oe as contra$:;~d to the full., ... -~ " 

circulating type. There are no groves in the proposed service ar,~al. 

No c8.ttl(;! is :,aised. 

At the hearing, ap:plicant requested tj,c inclusion, 

within the proposed service area) of an area co~~~ising 20 acres 

more or less of unsubdivided land, now agricultu:,al, lyin~ between 

the Ruiz and Abde1nour subdivisions, and a1~0 requestwd the inclu!)ion 

of an area comprising 10 acres :norc or less of 'U."'lsubdi vid<;;d l&.nd). 

now ar.ricu1tural, lying west (,! the :silis Coachella subdivision and 

south of tho west"!rly half of the Ruiz subdivision. The proposed 

service area, compr~sing the total of 100 acres more or less lies 

entirely within th.~ city limits of the City of Coachella and is 

further delineated on the ~ap fil~d at the he~rine as Exhibit No.1 

Tho source of wc.t~:r supply consists of two wells. 

V!ell No.1, loc:ted On !.at 71 of the Ruiz subdivision, has been 

in operation since 194.6. '!1::11 No.2, drilled in November, 1950, 

is loc~tcd outside the propos~d service area just cast of St:.l.tc 

Highwey U. S. 99 on propc~ty owned by applic~nt. E~ch well, the 

record sho\'ls ~ h~s a capacity of between eo and 90 miner' $ 

,./r,; 1nches1/, and has install~1i in it a Peerless pump , :lrZ_. 
/1.)./'" ---------
~. 11 This ~iner's inch is equivalent to a flow of 1/50 cubic 

fe'~t of water per second. -2-
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driven by a 15 horsepower electric motor. A 3)OOO-g~11on auto­

matic8.l1y controlled pressure 'tal:'lk located at ~;Tell No. 1 is set 

to operate at 45 pounds pressure. A 5,OOO-gallon automatic~lly 

controlled pressure tank located at '';ell No. 2 will be set to 

operate at pre~sures of between 50 and 55 pounds. Applicant 

testifi~d that ~;lel1 No. 2 has not yet been connected to the 

domestic ."ra.ter system but that it would be so connected within 

10 days. 

The distribution s~'stem consists of 2,SOO feet of 

6-inch ,lnd 12,000 feet of 4-ir.:ch steel main installed in 1946, 19.+7, 

and 1950. The total fixed capital investment in operative proper­

ties is reported to be $33,611 as of May 9, 1951. 

From a review of the record as outlined hereinabove, 

it appears that the water supply available to applicant and the 

distribution system installed are adequate to serve the proposed 

area. 

The record shows that the water supply has been tested 

at rcrular intervals by Ri ver~;ide County !1ealth Dep~rtment' 

orfici~ls and round to be potable. 

App1iccmt inste.l1ed the "rater system prior to the 

recording of subdivisions ~nd the m~ins are l~id in private 

easeme~ts which were reserved at the time Of Bubdiyia1on, 
Appl~ce.nt. M:) ~cC\lrod pormj.t.$ !'rom the;:: $to.to of: Ctl.~i!'orn1.11. Division 

of Hi~hways, to lay mains under the st~te highway. No other public 

utilities of like character arc operating withi~) or imme~iately 
adjacent to, the proposed are~, ~ne no protest to the sr~nting o£ 

the application was entered <It the heo.ring by any p~.rty. 

Applicant is presently charging a flat rate of' $2 per 
consumer per month, with a charge of an additional $2 for each 

extra house located on one lot. Gross revenues amounted to $2,6$7 
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and expenses were $2 7582 for 1950. No change in the basic flat rate 

is requested in the application as amended) but applicant indicate!d 

that he would 'be willing to have the flat rate for extra hous.es 

on the same lot somewhat reduced. He testified that although he 

desired the Commission to establish a meter rate, he had no 

intention of installing meters at the present time. He also asked 

that a tire hydrant rate be fixed although no arrangement as yet 

has been made for payment for fire protection service. He requested 

that the Commission establish a rate for agricultural and horti­

cultural water use on the basis of area irrigated for 'those 

properties upon which no house is located and for those properties 

devoted to agricultural use. It appears from a review of the 

record that the requ~st for'the establis~ent of rates as outlined 

above is not unreasonable and the order herein will provide for the 

granting of such request. 

With respect to applicant'S proposed methods of opera­

tion, the record shows that he is financially able to undertake 

such oper~tions. The record further shows that the water system 

properties arG entirely owned bJr him without financial-encumbrance. 

He will provide for the handling of maintenance and service matters 
;/ ,...r-"' 

It /j.Y' by another person durine i.lcri.,ds when he !:light not be available 
1,-,"/~ - • -

to handlG them personally. He a.lso owns a service truck, and 

tools, for construction and maintenance work. 

The COmmission has considered the request for a certifi­

cate of public convenience and necessity to 'serve the area 

descrioed herein and is of the o?inion that it should·be granted 

subject to the following provisi<,n of law: 

That the Commission shall have no pqwer to 
.:luthorize the ca.pi talJ.zation of this certific~te 
of p\l.blic convenience and necessity or the righ.t 
to own) opcr.1te) or e::ljoy such ce!"tificate of 
public convenience and necessity in excess of the 
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amount (exclusive elf any tax ornnnual cMrge) 
~ctu~lly paid to the State as the considerntion 
for the issuOonce of such certificate of public 
convenience ~~d necessity or right. 

The action taken herein shall not be construed to be 

a finding of the volue of the property herein described. 

The above-entitled ~pplication as amended having been 

considered, a public hearing rulving been held, the matter.~ving 

been submitted, and now being re~dy for deCision, 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that public convenience 

and necessity will require the opcr~tion of a public utility water 

system by Mike Abdelnour, an individu~l, in the area delinc~tcd on 

the m~p filed at the hearing as Exhibit No.1; therefore, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a ccrtific~tc of public 

convenience end necessity be ~nd it is erant~d to Y~ke Abdelnour 

to operate a public utility water system for the production, 

distribution, and sale of water within the territory hereinbefore 

described. 

IT IS HEREBY :FURTHER ORDERED that applicant is 

~uthorized to file in ~uadruplicate with this Commission after 

the effective date of this order, in conformity with the Commission's 

Gcner~l Order No. 96, a schcclulc of rates shown in Exhibit A 

attached hereto, and, on not less than five (5), days' notice to 

the Commission and the public:~ to make said rates effectiye for 

service rendered on and after June 15, 1951. 

IT IS KEREBY FURTr.-IER ORDERED as follows: 
. . ..... 

(1) That applicant shall file, within forty 0 .. 0) 
days after the ~ffective date of this order, four copies 
of a comprehenslve mapl drawn to an indicated scale of 
not less tha.~ 600 feet to the inch, delineating by 
appropriate markings the various tracts of land and 

-5-



AFPUCABIUTY 

EXHIBIT A 
Page 1 of 3 

Sehe d.ule No. 1 

M~N'ffilY FLAT RA'I'E --

A~pllea.ble to 'UXlJIleasureci water :service 1:cor' dome:Jtic" cQmmercial 
and other purpo~es. 

TERRITORY 

Withi .. the authorized service area in the City or Coachella." 
&nd contiguous areas. 

RA'I'Ei -
Per Month 

For water ~ervio.e to ~l. single-family residenee 
on a s5.ngle lot not exceeding 9,,000 square feet in area" 
:3aid service pipe not cxceodi."lg 3/4 inch.................... $2.00 

For each additional f~wily unit on a 
single lot.................................................. 1.00 

For ...... ""ter service to ~~djoining lot through 
residential service line" f!~r each 100 50.. ft. of 
cultivated area. or traction thoreof......................... .02 

For each 5to~ or oth~r com:ncrcial 
e~tab11shment ••••••• _ •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~.. 2.00 

SPECIAl CONDITIONS 

1. All water service not covored by ~he above classifications 
will be furnished on a :metered bn:!lis. 

2. Y.etcrs may be installed a.t the option of the utility or the 
CU:!Itomer for above cla:::sificntion:s" in 'which event service 'Will be 
rendered on the basis or the General Metered Rates. 
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S<:hedule No. 2 

GENERA~ lo1ETERED SERVICE 

AP?LICABIUTY 

Applic~b1e to all w~cr service furnished on a metored ba31z. 

Within the ~uthorizcd ~e:t"Vic~ nrea. in the City of CO.:lchella, and 
contiguous area~. 

Qua.ntity R3.tos: 
Por Meter 
Per Mo~ 

Fi~t 1,000 cu. ft. or less •••••••••••••••• •• $2.00 
Next 1,,000 cu. ft • .l' per 100 cu. t't.......... .15 
Over 2,,000 cu. 1't.~ per 100 cu. ft .•••••.••• , .10 

lIJ.niJnu:n Charge: 

For 5/S-inch meter ••••••••••••••••••••••• • ••• $2.00 
For 3/4-ineh meter; ••••••••••••••••••• • •• •••• 3.00 
For l-inch mcter •••.••• _ ...••..••• • •• •••• •• 5.00 
For l!-~eh meter............. ..•... ... ...... .... 7.50 
For 2-inch ~tor ••••..••.•••••••.•••••• •••• 10.00 

The Mi,nimu.":1 Charge will entitle tho 
consumer to the ouMtitY' o! w<3.tcr 
whieh that l:Ionthly minim1.ml clmrge 
will put'Chp.se. :\t. the Q;Ilfl.n.tity: Rate~. 
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APPLICABILITY 

EXHIBIT A 
Pc.ge 3 o! 3 

Schedule No. 3 

FIEE HYDRANT RATE - -

~pplica.ble to tire hydrant:5 throughout the :5ystem. 

TERRITORY 

Within the authorized service area in the City or Coachella" 
and contiguous areas. 

RATES -
For each single outlet ~~drant head ••••••• 
For each multiple outlet hYdrant head ••••• 

Per Month 

$1.00 
2.00 
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territory served, and the location of various properties 
of applicant. 

(2) That applicant shall file, coincident ,with the 
rate filing ordered herein, four copies of rules and 
rer,ulatl.ons, and tD.rif! service area map acceptable to 
this Commission and in accordance With the requirements 
of General Order No. 96. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) 

days after t he date hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco, California, this ;Z'z:1?L day 

of _~~~"+--__ ' 1951. 

commissioners.. . 


