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Decision No. 458:13 @UITll@D~~[ 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES ~~lf~SSION OF THE STATE OF CAL!FOaNIA . 

In the Matter of the Application of 0 ) 

''1IlLIAM E. BART!.ET':' for a eerti£ieate ) 
of public conveni~nce and nee~ssity ) 
to o~erate a public utility ~ater ) Application No. 31807 
system) and to establishra~s and ) 
rules of operation for water service ) 
in the unincorporated town c! ) 
Caruthers) Fresno County, C4liro~ia. ) 

'ljlilliam E·. Bartlett) in propria per~ona .. 

o ? I N ION -- .... ~ .... ,..-

William E .. Bartle1;t" doing business as the Caruthers Water 

Com~ny, engaged in the business or furnishing domestic and commercial 

wate~ servic~ in the uninco~oratee town of Caruthers" Fresno County, 

seeks a certificate of public convenience and neeessity for the 

operation of the system and authority to rile flat and meter rates. 0 

The application was submitted at a public hearing held at 

Caruthers before Examiner Cregory on April 19, 1951. 

Applicant acquired the system in 1946, from S. R. Peart, 

, ... ho installed i1; in 1926. Approximately 154 customers are· now. being 

served under seasonal flat rates, said rates being $2.75 per month 

during the !our winter months and $3 .. 25 per mont.h during the balance 

of the year. 

Two drilled wells, each ten inches in diamet.er and 160 feet 

vi deep, supply the water~ EaCh is· equipped with a deep-well turbine 

pump directly connected to an electric motor. The well normally 

u$ed is equipped with a 20 hp ~leetr1e motor. It pumps into a 

3 

I 

2,100-gallon pressure tank from which the water is distributed through 

about 15,.200 feet of mains: varying in size from two to four inches· 
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in diame~er, a~ automatically controlled working pressures of from 

20 to 40 pounds per square inch. The other well is US~~ for st~nQby 

purposes. A new well, 12 inches in diameter, is now being drilled 

near the pressure tank. 

A re?ort $ubmi~ted by an engineer of the Commission's 

Hydraulic Division 1 based on a field inspection of the properties 

and o£ applicant'S records, indicates the following results at the 

requested ra~es: 

Operating Revenues 
Operating Expenses 
Net Opera.ting Revenue 
Rate Base Depreciated 
R~te of Ret,'urr.. 

1950 
A.ctual 

$ 5,S40.6Sa 2,50S.06 

1951 
Estimated 

$ 6,400.00 
4,630'.00 
1, 770.00b lS,600.00 

9.51% 

&. No supervision or depreciation expense charged by applicant. 
b. Includes one-half est1:r~ted 1951 ir~t~lla~ions. 

Revenues for 1950 were derived from 154 consumers. 

Es~ima~es for 1951 were based on a potential patronage of 166 

cus~omers serv·ed under fla-e rates .. 

The.appraisa1 of the system sho~s a total capital i~vest

ment of $lS,$5·2 as of December 31, 1950.. The depreciation an.."luity, 

computed by the straig~t-line. method, was determined to be ~730.79 

and the accrued depreciation as of December 31, 1950, was $3:947.$0. 

To allow for such e~enses as supervision, interest, and legal 

expense during construction, an overh~ad o! 10% was added to the 

histOrical cost of all capital items except lands, and office and 

garage equipment. During the cu:rent year a total of approximately -
$7,400 will be invezted by applicant in his new wall, a pumping 

plant, the land on which they are situated, and new distribution 
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mains. Applicant estimated. that his operating costs will increase 

$30 or j40 per month above present levels after installation of the 

new well and pump. 

It is concluded that the rates now being charged by 

applicant are yielding an excessive return. The order to follow 

will provide for rates which will result in a return of about 6% on 

a depreciated rate base of $lS,6oo. 

The record indicates that there are recurrent drops in 

pressures on the system 7 especially during peak periods of use during 

the day and in the summer when open hoses are runnir~ for irrigation 

of gardens. Also J most of the houses and bus iness establishments 

in the community have evaporative type coolers which use large quanti

ties of water. Applicant requested permission to include in his 

rules and regulations some provision for limiting use of water during 

morning and evening. peak periods and for area irrigation. The request 

appears to be reasonable under the circumstances and it will be 

granted. 

The record shows that the system, with 'the improvements 

now under construction, i$ adequate for the service to be rendered
1 

and that the estimated historical costs shown in theengineerts 

report, together with the utility'S capital fi~res where available, 

accurately reflect the cost or installation. 

No other public utility presently renders water service 

in the area supplied by applicant, and no protest to the granting 

of the application was manifested at the hearing. Some of the 

consumers J however J voiced compla.ints concerning low pressures on 

parts· of the system during certain times. The new installations 

and the adoption and enforcement by applicant of ~les designed to 

conserve the available supply and to maintain constan~ pressures 

should result in alleviating this condition to a considerable extent. 
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The record docs not clearly reveal whether applicant. 

possesses a county franchise to enter into or under streets in the 

co~unity of Caruthers for the purpose of installing and maintaining 

water pipe lines, nor whether the purity of the water supply has 

recently been tested. In that connection, applicant testified that 

his predecessor, Peart, told him at the tioe of the transfer of 

the properties that there was a county franchise covering the system. 

Applicant also stated that. the water had been analysed by a Fresno 

concern, but there is no evidence in this record of the results of 

such analysis. Applicant is placed on notice that he should 

imcedi2tely take steps to'determine whether or not he has the 

necessary authority from county officials· to install and maintain 

his faCilities, and he should also, as soon as practicable, 

ascertain the quality of water now being supplied from ey~sting . 

wells and to be supplied from the new well. 

It is concluded that applicant should be granted the 

requested certificate, subject, howeve~, to th~ following provision 

of law: 

That the CommiSSion shall have no power to authorize 
the capitalization of this certificate of public 
cO~7er~ence and necessity or the right to own, operato 
or enjoy such certificate of· public convenience and 
necessity in excess of the amount (exclusive of any 
tax or annual charge) act'l.lally paid to the State as 
the consideration for the issuanc~ of such ccrti£icat~ 
of public convenience and necessity or ri~~t. 

o R D E R .... _---

The above-entitled application having be~n filed l a public 

hearing having been held, the matter having been submitted and now 

being ready for decicion, 

IT IS h"EREBY FOU~~D AS A. FACT that public convenience 

3.nd necessity will require the construction and o?cration of a 
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public utility water system by William E. Bartlett in the unin

corporated town of Caruthers, Fresno County, in the area set forth 

in a: ma'P marked Exh,ibit No. 2 in this proceeding; therefore, 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that a 'certificate of public con

venience and necessity be and it is hereby granted to William E. 

Bartlett to construc~'and operate a public utility system £01" the 

d.istribution and sale of water within the territory hereinbefore. 

described and as shown in said Exhibit No. 2 in this proceeding. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDEP~D that applicant shall: 

1. File the rates set forth' in Exhibit A attached to 
this order, to be ~ffective for s~rvice rendered 
on and after July 1, 1951, together with rules and 
regulations and tariff service area map acceptable 
to this Commission and in accordance with the 
requirements of General Order No. 96. 

2. File within forty (40)'days after the system is 
placed in operation four copies of a comorehensive 
map" drawn to an indicated scale of apprOximately 
400 feet to the inch, delineating by appropriate 
markings the various tracts of land and territory 
served and the location of the various properties 
of applicant. , 

, T~e authorization herein granted will lapse if not 

exercised within one (l) year from the ~te hereof. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) days 

after the dat~ hereof. 

Dated at San Francisco) California 1 this 

----_~~~~/~~,~G~(~<' _____ ) 1951. 

/! 

Commissioners. 



APpt.!CABn.ITY 

J;:Q-:IBIT A 
Pa.ge l or 2 

Sched.ule :ro. 1 

FLAT RATES -

Applic~ble to all ·~ter zervice rendered on a tlat rAte b~is_ 

TER.'UTORY 

In lU'l.c!. in t.he newt.yo of the 'UIl.incorpo~ted to-NIl of Ca..""Uthor~ .. 
frezr/,) Co\lnty .. 

RATES 

Per l'lOnth 

For each residence, inclu~ing an irrigate~ a.~a, 
not. 1."'l. exec':'; o~O square teet ................................. .. 

For eolch addi't.ioM.l residence on. :same lot ....................... .. 
For aeeit.ional irrigation or la~~, ~r~bs, gareen 

or trees, per month,Ma.y to October, inclueive, 
per lOO s~ ~eet, ••••••••• , ......... .tIII •••••• " •• "" •• " •• 

For ea.ch. noncirc1.llating tYl)C air cooler, Hay to 
October I inclu::; i ve ...................... . ' •.••. _ •.••. ., •••• 

For each recirc'W.at.ing type air cooler, May to 
Oetober~ inelusive ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~._ ••••• 
Gr~ School •.• ..- ............ ,. ......... ,. ............. ,. e" ...... .. 

.Hi.ga.\ School .................. oil ................ ,. ......... ,. ,. ....... . 

Se'Mce Station:3 ....... ., ............ " ......................... . 
Reztaur3%lts ........ ~ ........... ..- ••••••••••• ., • _ ...... _ e' ••.•••• 

/ . 

$ 2.50 
1.50, 

.05 

.50 

.25 
7.50 

12.50 
3.50· 
3.50 

l. .oJ. service not covered. by the above classi!iea.tions will 
only be f~~ished on ~ mctcr¢~ basis. 

2. l{ete:-s 'may be in~talled. a.t option 0: utility or cuztomer 
for a.bove cla3~i!~.ca.tions" in which event ::ervicc' thcrcatter 'Will 'oe 
rendered. only on the 'oa.zi~ of Schedule No., 2., Y~¢r Rate:;. 

I • 

;. Yard. irrigation will not oe pcrmitt~d during the hO'llrs 
7 ~~ to·9 a..m. and ; p.m. to 7 p.m • ., May to Octobor, inclusivo. 



EXHIBIT A 
Page 2 or 2 

Schedule No. 2 

METER RATES 

APPLICABn..ITY 

Applica.~lc to all 'W'ater service rc:lciered on .:l. measured. basis. 

TEP.RITORY 

In Q.."ld i.."1 tho vicinitY' o! the unincorporated to"...n o! Caruthers, 
Fre~no Cou."lty. 

RATES 

Quantity Charge: 

Pcr l~cr 
Per ll.onth 

First 500 cubic teet or 1esz •••••••••••••••••••• $ 2.25 
Next 1,$00 cubic teet, per 100 cu. tt. ............ .35 
Next ~,OOO cubic teet .. per 100 C'lj,. it. .......... .-25 
N~ 5,000 cubic teet .. :per 100 cu. !t. ........... .15 
Over 10,000. cubic teet" per 100 eu. ft. •••...•••• .12 

For 5/s x ~/4-i."1ch meter .............................. $ 2.25 
For 3/4-inch meter....................... ..• ...... .3.00 
For l-1nch =etcr.......................... 4.00 
For l~inch l:neter ............ .,............... 6.00 
For 2-ineh ~er ••••••••••••••.••••••••••• 12.00 
For ~~~ch =eter •••..•••••••••••••.••••••• 20.00 

, 'For: 4.~irleh :DOter _ ••• '* •••••••••• • '. • • • • • • • •• 30.00 

The Yoi.."'lil::n.1m Charge will entitle the cOIl3umer 
to the quant,itj'". of wa.ter which tha.t ~nthl:r 
:mild :m"rn charge will purcha.:se at the Quantity 
Rates. 

SPECIAL CONDITIONS 

Yard irrigation ~r.i.ll not be pemitted du.."'"ing the hours 7 a.: to 
9 a..:l. a.nd 5 p.m. to 7 p.m., ll.ay to October, inclu5ive. 


