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DeCi.sion No. ___ 4_5 __ 0--,_1._5_ 

. ·BEFOP.E TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES 

@1!j7fI7J 
fllt/ff1lJil 

COMMISSION OF TEE STAXE OF CALIFO~~A 

In the Natter of the Application of ) 
DESERT EX?P~SS, for a certificate of) 
public convenience and necessity to ) 
operate as a highway common carrier ) 
of commodities generally between ) Application No. 32053 
presently authorized points and ) 
Lake Hughes, Valyermo, Argus, Cali- ) 
fornia Institute for vlomen, and ) 
inter:nediate and off-route points. ) 

Glanz & Russell, .by Theodore W. Russell, for applicant. 
lloyd R. Guerra, for Western Truck Lines, Ltd., 

interestea party. 

o ? I N ION ... _--..----

'Applicant herein is presently engaged in bUSiness as 

a highway common carrier pursuant to a certificate of public 
(1) 

convenience and necessity issued by this COmmission. Authority 

is requested herein to extend these operations as a highway common 

carrier into eight territories which applicant has designated as 

follows: 

1. take Hughes 'Extension, comprising territory "oetween 

Lancaster ~nd Lake Hughes; 

2. Valyermo Extension, comprising terri tory between Palm .... 

dale and Valye~o; 

3. An extenSion to the California Institute for Women, 

near Tehachapi; 

4. Argus Extension, co~pr1sing ~erritory in the vicinity of 

Weztend, Argus, Inyokern,. Ridgecrest, Cbina Lake, and between 

these points an~ Red Rock, Randsourg and Johannesburg, including 

other desigr~ted points in the area; 

(1) DeciSion No •. ~1149, dated January 19, 1948, on Applic~tion 
No .. 28951. 
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s. toz Angelez Territory Extension7 whereby app11c~nt 

propo$o$ to extend its pickup and delivery nrea to include ad­

ditional territory in the vicinity ot tos Angeles; 

6. Alternate, ?o~tte ExtensiCl::lS, whereby applieant proposes 
. 

cortain altC'!rn:ito rou-:es for oporat~ng convenience only between 

Eakersfield end Pree~n J~~et10n, and between Bodfish via St~te 

Highway Uo. 178 to its intersection with U. S. Highway No. 466; 

7.' :·ioj.:lve txten=1on, whereby al'plicant p::-oposez to extend ~ 

se~vice 'between Mojave e.nc. the area in and around Muroe; 

8. Beeche::-s-A to113, Exter..zion, whereby llppl~cant proposes 

to extend service to th'3 area coz:prisi:-..g A to11o., Kr~er and 

30ron ... 

All of t~ese exter~10~~ are proposed ove::- desig~ted 

::-outes which are set out in the application, and they are in-

tended to be made a part of applicant's existing service. 

The application ru:-ther requests ~uthority to trans­

port, over the routes a:d between tho points specified, general 

commodities except pet::-ole'Ul'!! and petroleu:n products in bulk and 

in tank trucks, and exeept livestock. 

An amendment to the origi~l application propoood an 

addi tiona.l extension known o.s the Bt.~:cro!'iold.-Barsto"ll-Victorville 

Exter~1on, whoreby applicant pro,o~e~ se~ice between Eaker~­

fiold, on the one hand, and, on the othe::- hand~ Barstow, Daeeett, 

Hodge, Helendalo, Oro Grande, Victorvill~, Ceorge Air Porce 

Ba.se, 1:arine corps Bases near Barstow e."'ld Ye'rmo 7 Adelanto and 

Wi1sona. via specified :outes. 
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Public hearings were held betore Exaoiner S~her~ at 

Los Angeles on Z.!sy 7, 1951, and at Bal!ersfield on June 8, 1951. 

On these dates evidence was adduced and on the last-na::1ed dtte 

the matter was submitted, subject to permission granted to 

applice:r:Lt to submit a late-:f1led. ey.hib1t.. Th13 o}"'.h1bit. was re­

ceived on June 18, and the matter is now ready tor decision. 

At the hearings applicant had no opposition what­

~oevor.. Tosticony was introduced to show applicant's present 

operatiOns (Exhibit No.1), a balance she~t, as of Docom'bor 31, 

1950, an operating statement for the year 19$0 (Exhibit No.2), 

an equipment list (Exhibit No.3), and a map ot the propozod 

operations (Exhibit No.4). In addition, a finan.cial statomont 

for the first G,UJlrter of 1951 VlCS submitted as Ey.h1bit No. $. 

The prosi~ent or applicant corporation testified as 

to tho proposed plnn of operation and the oqui~mont and ratos 

proposed to be used.. He also pOinted out the terminal facili­

ties or applicant .. 

Numerous public witnesses appeorcd in support or the 

application, and in every case testi~1od that their particular 

comp~~1es have a need tor the proposed service. Nearly all of 

these witnesses stated that, under ~re=ent conait1ons, it was 

very difficult to mnk~ shipments to the proposed area~~ it being 

.necessary in::r.any CQ$es to ship fro:: B.al~ercfield to LO:l Angeles 

and then back to the areas in ~~estion. S~ch a procedure 1: 

timo-consum1ng, taking from two to five days. Many w1tnes:es 

testified that in their business it'was desirable and necezsary 

to have alternate service. Other ~ublie witnesses testified 
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that their companies were not now shi,p1ng 1nto the areas due 

to lack of trensportat1on, and that they would do so were it 

posz1ble to receive adequat~ transport~tion. Most of the public . 
witnesses statod there was no ava1lable transportation 1n the . 

area at the present t~e. 

Exhibit l~o. 6 is a resolution by the Board or Supe~­

visors or Kern County supporting the proposed $ervice and stating 

there is not adequate transportation. Exhibit No. 7 is a st~te-

mont by the Industrial Co~ttee of Kern County C~~ber of 

Commerce, in support of t~e a~p11c~tion, while Exr~b1t ~o. 8 is 

a statement by the Secretary of Kern, Inyo and Mono Counties of 

California Building and Construction Trades Council, likewise 

in su,port of the application. 

After a careful consideration of all of the evidence 

presented in this matter, we are of the opinion, and hereb7 find, 

that public convenience and necessity roquire the proposed serv­

ice. 

Desert Express is hereby placed upon notice that 

operative rights, as such, do not constitute a class of property 

which may be capita11zed or used ~s an ele~ent or value 1~ rato-

fixing, tor any ~O\Ult of money in excess ot that originally paid 

to the state as the consider~tion tor the g~~nt or zuch right~. 

Aoide from their purely pormis:ive aopect, they oxtend to the 

holder a rull or partial monopoly or a cla$~ of bus1ne$~ over 

a particular route. Th!o monopoly feature cay be chnnged or 

destroyed at any time by the state, which is not, in any respect, 

11~ted to the n~~oor or right~ wh1ch ~y be givon. 
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ORDZR -- ...... __ .-. 

Applic~tion as nbove entitled having beon tilod, public 

hoarings having been held thereon, the matters having boon sub­

m1tted p the Commi~sion being tully advisod in the premi=os and 

h~reby finding that public convenience and nece~sity so roquire, 

IT IS OEmmm: 

(1) That a certificato or public convenience and necessity 

auth?rizing the ostablishment and operation of a service as a 

highway common carrier, as defined in Section 2-3/4 or the 

Public Utilities Act, tor the transportation' of general co~odi­

tio$, excopt petroleum and petroleum products in bulk ane 1n tank 

trucks, ~nd except liveztock, be, nnd it herebj is, grantod to 

Dosert Expreos, & corporat1on, upon and along tho follow1ng­

describod routes, including, unle~s otherv~se specified, all 

intermediate points and all otr-route points within a radius ot 

throe milos on eithor Side ot the routes hereinafter described: 

a. Lake Hughes Extension: Botwoen Lancaster, Cali­
fornia, ana LaKe ~UShes, via State Rig.~way No. 
138 to it3 1ntor~ect1on With County Road, 
a~prox1mat~ly rive miles west ot Lancaster, 
thence OVer unnumbered Co~~y Highway via 
Lnke Elizabeth to Lake Hughe:. 

b. Valyermo Exten::ion: Between Palmdale end 
valYermo via U. s. Eighway No. 138, to its 
intersection with Cou.~ty Highway approxi­
rna~ly five miles east of Little Rock, 
thence southerly via Co~ty Highway to 
ValycrI:lo. 

c. California Institute for Women Extension: 
Between the juncti.on of U. S. Highway No. 466 
and u.~umbered County B1ghway to the California 
Institute for Women, Via U. S. Highway !;o. 466 
to a point approximately two miles west of 
Tehachapi, thonce via County Highway to the 
California Institute t~r Women. 
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d. Ar~u5 Extc:l!:1on: Betwoon Rod Rock, Rands~urg 
an Johannesburg, on the one hand.,. and Ar~, 
on the other hand, trom the junct10n of U. S., 
H1ghway No • .395 a,."'ld 'Umlumbered County H1ghway 
near JohAnn~$burg, via unnumbered County Highway 
to Argus; 

Between Johannesburg and Inyokern, v1a U. S. 
H1ghway No. 395, the~ee v1e. 'U.""l.."'luz:ibered County 
Highway through Ridgecrest to Argus; 

Also, 'between junction ot '0'. S. H!.ghVlsy No·. 6 
and Co~t:r Road near Red Rock v1a U. S. Highwa.y 
No. 6 to junction w1th County Eighway approx1-
~~tely three milo= W03t or Inyokern, thence via 
County Highway to Inyokorn, and thence vin un­
numbered County Highway through R1dgecrest to 
Argu$. 

e. Mojave ExtenSion: Between Mojave, California, 
and. the junction or an unnu:ncered highway approxi­
mately rive miles north or Muroe, via U. S. 
Highway I~o. 466, and thence via the unnumbered 
County Highway to ~.1uroe. 

t. Beoehers-Atolia Extension: Betwoen ?~amer 
end Atolia via u. s. Highway No. 466 and. 
U. S. Highway No. 39.$. 

g. Bakersfield-Barstow-Victorvi11e Extension: 
Between Rrwoer and victorvrlle via o. s. 
Highways Nos. 466 and 91 to Yermo" the:c.ce 
v1a unnumbered County Highway to Dagge~t, 
thence via U. S. Highway No. 66 to Victor­
ville; 

Also" between tho intersect10n of U. S. H1ghway 
No. 66 with unnumbered County Highway north of 
Victorville mld Palmdale, vis. U. S. Highway 
No. 66 to U. S. Highway No. 39$" thence over 
wmumbored County Highway v1s. VlilsOM' to the 
intersectio:c. of that h1g.~way With Stat~ 
Righwa1 No. 138 .. thence v1a State Highway 
No. 138 to Palmdale. 

h. to:s Anp:eletJ Territory Extension: Beginning 
at the interseetion or Sunset 50ulevard and 
U. ·S. Highway No. 101 Alternate; thence'north­
easterly along S~et Boulevard to'State Highway 
No.7; northerly along State H1ghway No~ ·7 to 
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Stcte Highway No. 118; northes:terly along 
State Highway No. 118 through and. 1n- -
c1udir~ the City of San Fernando; continuing 
northoacterly and southeasterly along State 
Highway No. 118 to and including the City or 
Pasadena; ea.3te:::-ly along U. S. Highway 1;0. 66 
to State Highway No. 19; southerly along 
State Highway No. 19 to its inter~ection with 
U. S. Highway No. 101, Alternate, at X~eno 
Street; southerly along X~eno Str~et and 
its prolongation to the Pacifie Ocean; 
westerly and northerly along the shore line 
or the Pacific Ocean to a point directly 
south of the 1~tersection of Sunset Boule­
vo.rd and '0'. S. Highway No. 101 Alternate; 
thence northerly along an imaginary line to 
point or beginning. 

1. A 1 terna to Route Extens io:o.z : S ta te Highway 
~o. 178 between Baker:fi~ld and the junetion 
with U. S. Highway No.6; 

Also, betweon Bodt'i:::h and a point on U. S. 
Hig.."lwIlY No. 466 rive :nil~s oa::t or Sena via 
U. S. Highway No. 466. 

(2) That, in providiDg service pursuant to the authority 

granted herein, there shall be compliance with the rollow1r~ 

service regulat1ons: 

(a) i'Jithin thirty (30) days after the effectivo 
date hereof, applicant shall file a ~~1tten 
acceptance of the cortiticate herein granted. 

(b) Within sixtY' (60) days tlfter the effective 
date hereof, and upon not lez3 than rive ($) 
days' notice to the COmmission and tho publiC, 
applicant shall e3tabli~h the service herein 
authorized and comply with the prOVisions or 
Gene~al Orde~ No. 80 and Part !V of General 
Order !~o. 93-A by riling, 1n triplicate, and 
concurrently ~k1ng erfective, tariff: and 
time oehedules sat1:::ractory to the Comm1:sion. 
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The effective date or this order shall ce twenty (20) 

days aftor the date hereof. 

Dated a~~~~rJI~/& •. Ul\, California, this 

day or \J. .. I 0 AJ , 1951. ' 
/,' A ,j '~ 


