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BEFORE TEE ?UBLIC UTILITIES CO!,lMISSIOH OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the !,lo. tt~r or the Commission ) 
invostigation concerning the ) 
Hughes Place and st. Lawrence ) Case No. 5278 
Street Grade cros$ings within ) 
the City of Riverside, County ) 
or Riverside. ) 

John Power ~or ~ran~port~tion Division or the Public 
Uti1itio: commIssion of tho stat¢ or California. H. Wo. Dougherty 
for the C,1ty of R1vers1de, protestant •. , Robert W. VJalker and. 
John J. Eallufr for The Ateh1~on~ Topeka an~ Santa Fe Rnilway 
company, interestod party. 

OPINION 
~ .... -----

This Commission upon its o,'m motion ordered an investi-

gation into the maintenance, operation, use and protection or 

the grade cros~ings in tho City of Riverside, california, at 

Hughes Place (Crossing No.2 B-17.1) and St. Lawrence Street 

(Cross.ing No.2 B-14.5) over the right 0: way and traeks of 

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Ro,ilway Cocpany for the 

following purposes: 

1. To deter.mir~ if said grade cros~1ng$, or any or them, 

are hazardous to the pub11c. 

2. To determine whether the sarety of the public demands 

that anyone or ~ore o! zaid grade crossings be abo11shed by 

physical closing or alteration or :::-elocation, and whether the 

safety of the public· de~nds the installation of protective 

devices at one or more of said grade crossings. 
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3.. To prescr1~ the terms upon which any such physical 

closing, alteration or relocation and any such installation 

shall be made and th~ proportions in ~hich the expense thereof 

shall be diVided between The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe 

Railway Company and the City· :o! Ri versicle. 

Public hearings were helcl at Riverside before Examiner 

Rowe on May 25, 19,51, and June 11, 195'1, and oral and documentary 

evidence was adduced and the matter was duly submitted on June 11, 

1951. 

Cross1ng 2 B-14.5 is a 'crossing by St. Lawrence 

Street in the City of Riverside over the main track of The 

Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe ?~i1way Company, located approxi

mately 4.6 miles southwest of the 8th Street Depot of the carrier. 

At this crossing St. Lawrence Street 'is a dedicated street 

across the railroad track.. From Lincoln "Avenue on the south 

the used port!.on of St. Law:rence Street ,is- a ten-toot 'Wide 

dirt road. It extends to the north approximately 278 feet where 

it ends at an irrigation canal running generally parallel to 

the tracks. The crossing itself is approximately 15 f~et wide 

and is constructed With an oil mixture between the rails. 

Th~ :;.llowaol~ spe:::c. of trains at this crossing is 

seventy-nin~ ~il?s p~r hou= ~or p~ssenger trains, and fifty-five 

miles per hour tor !reigtt trains. The volu~e of vehicular 

traffic over this ~rossing is extremely light. One witness 

for the city testified that, during the one and one-half hoUr 

he recently spent in the vicir~ty, no auto~bi1es crossed the 

tracks at said crossi~g. 
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The testimony as to private convenience and to the 

probable future residential development north of the 1:rac~s and 

the possibility of opening St. Lawrence no~th and through to 

Indiana Avenue appears too spec'llative to be of any v::~l'\le. In 

the opinion of the staff engineer who examined this crossing, 

Visibili ty ~t that point is poor ano. it presents a tr~~ttic haza::-d 

and should be closed. Balancing the s~a11 private need and the 

lack of any substantial public need tor this crossing against the 

fact that it presents a serious safety hazard, the Comcission 

finds as a fact that the closing of this crossing would not be 

adver:se to publiC interest and that it should be ordered closed. 

Crossing 2 B-17.1 is a crossing at H'.1ghes Place in the 

City of RiverSide over the main line railroad tracks located 

approximately 7.2 miles southwest of RiverSide Depot. Hughes 

Place is a dirt road 10 feet wide on a dedicated casement 20 feet 

wide. The crossing of the track is 17 feet ·~de, with an oil 

mixture between the rails. The grade of approach fro~. the south 

is a dcsconding 1.2 per cent grade, and it slop¢s on a 3.6 per 

cent grade away fro~ the tracks to the north. 

In the opinio!'l of the CO::n::lission engineer who ?'lade a 

study of these grade crOSSings, the Hughes Place Crossing is 

dangerous a~d should be closed because of poor visibility 

-3-



c. S278 - MP ~ 

especially as one approachos 'ehe one-hundrod-toot right ot 

way. From the map, Exhibit No. 20, and photographs, especially 

Exhibits Nos. 3 and S, visibility appecrs and is tound to-be 

very poor due to orchar~$ in all quadrant~, and a 2 per cent 

curve on the railroad approximately 300 teet east ot the cro~s

ing. The allowable speee ot passenger trainz over this crossing 

is 6S miles per hour and 50 miles per hour £or £re1ght tr~1ns. 

The fact that no serious 1njuri~s haveso.tar occurred on 

e1ther ot the two cross1ngs involved 1n th1s invostigation is 

not persuasiv~ in determining whether these crossings do or do 

not present a hazard to the pub11c. The publie use of this 

crossing is inconsiderable. According to one of the witnesses 

tor th~ city, only 1$ or 20 cars use the crossing per day. 

The tew residents residing ~long aughes Place south 

ot the Santa Fe track$ could use Fox Street east of Hughes 

Place with only slight inconvenience, and cross the trackz over 

cros~ing 2 3-16.9 at Rarrison Street. This would increase the 

distance to be traveled by about two-tittGof a mile. In the 

absence ot competent testimony as to the inability of the fire 

department to lay fire ho~e over or u.~der the tr~cks at the 

location ot tho present crossing 2 3-17.1, it must be assumed 

that the elimination of this crossing would not adversely 

affect the ~ublic 1ntere:t in this regard. It is of interest 

that the resolutio~ ot the Mayor and City Council, adopted 

February 1, 1949, did not contain a find1ns t~t the crossings 

herein discus:ed were not dar~erous, and the !i~ding that said 

crossir~s were needed wns not stated to be a public as dis

tinguished from a private need. Even ~hou1d the city be 
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required to install ~ tire hydrant along Hughes Place south of 

the tracks at 3 cost or approximately $2,500 in order to <ldequat~ly 

protect the homes in that neighborhood, it would present no valid 

reason for retaining this crossing. The Commission finds that 

this crossing presents a public ~~zard and should be closed. 

o R D E R - .... - --
Investigation on the Comm1ssion f s o'~ ~otion h<lving been 

instituted, public hearings haVing been held thereon, the matter 

ho.vlng 'been duly su'b:nittec! and the COm:Ussion now being fully 

advised, 

IT IS ORDERED thr~t the City of Riverside shall institute . 
all necessary steps to legally abandon ~nd effectively close the 

existing crossings at grade ~t St. La~en¢e Street (Crossing No. 

2 B-14.5) , ~nd at Hughes Plac~ (Crossing No.2 3-17.1) over the 

tracks of :he Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Company in 

the City of Riverside, 'Hithin ninety (90) days after the effective 

date ot this order. The Atchison, Topeka nnd Santa Fe Railway 

Company, at its sole expense, shall remove the crossing signals o.nd 

pavement from its right of w~y and erect suitable barriers in such 

rn~nncr ~s effectively to prevent the use of said crOSSings, ~nd 

e~ch of them, by vehicular traffic ~ithin thirty (30) days after 

the c.1osurc of said crossings. 

This order s~ll oecome effectiv~ ~~cnty (20) days 

after the dat~ hereof. 
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