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Decision No. 459’?9 | @Rﬂ @ﬂ Mﬁﬁ.

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNTA

In the Matter of the Application of )
the City of Los Basnos, California, for)
permission to construct additional )  Application No. 32036
rallroad crossings. ‘ )

George G. M » CLty Attorney, for applicant.

Michael Dambrosio, City Clerk, City of Los Banos.

R. S. Myers, Ifor Southern Pacific Company, protestant.
Will{am X.

Peters, lor Public Ttilitlies Commiszion of the
State of Callfornia.

OPINIOXN

Tze City of Los Banos seeks an order authorizing it %o
construct crossings at grade over the tracks of the Southern
Pacific Company at 8th, 9tk and 10th Streets and to relocate the

grade crossing at 2nd Street, in said ¢ity, 2ll in svich manner as

is particularly delinecated on a map attacked to the application.

A public hearing was held at Los Banos before Examiner
Silverhart and the matter submitted.

The streets involved, namely, 8th, 9th and 10th Streets
parallel each other and »un southerly from B Street, D Street and
F Street, respectively, to o point whore each terminates ot the
northerly line of the ralil cad right-of-way. Each then continues
from the southerly line of such right-of-wey two blocks to J Street,
three blocks to Pacheco Pass Highway and one dlock to IIStreet,

respectively. There are now three grode erossings west of 9tk Street

and two east therool, viz.:

Crossing Numbexr Streot Approximate Distance From 9th Stroet

BALLO.1 2nd 3/5 mile west

BALLO.2 Lth /20 mile west

BAlLO.7 7th 1/L milo west

Balll.2 North Merey Springs 9/20 mile east
Road

BALLY.3 Packeco Pass Highway 1/2 mile east

-
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Micheel Deambrosio, City Clerk, Robert E. MeSwain, Chief

of Police, Johxn Erreca, Mayor, and Frazk Merrick, Firs Chiefl,

tostifled Iin support of the applicotion.

The ¢ity clerk testified tzaat the present population of

Los Banos 48 3,982; thet in 1940 there wore no residents in tho

area east of 6th Stroet, nortk of the railrbad tracks, west of
Merey Springs Roacd and south of tzo northerly city limits; that
thorc are now 555 residents in such grea; that such number will
Increaso conslidorably during the molon season; that in such arexz
thero are now 185 dwellings including shecks and tents; thet
children residing north of the tracks and east of 6th Streét use
the 7th Strect crossing in traveling to tho groxmar schoolgl that
truéks utilize such crossing going to and from the pa#king 3hods;
that I1tinerants congregate at the 7th Stroet erossing; that such
crossing is ofton blocked by switching activities and locomotives
taking on water. Upon cross examination the witness stoated that
thore are only two »czlidences on ¢ Street (north of the tracks)
botween 7th and 8th Strcets; that there 15 2 walk for foot travol
et the 7th Stroct crossing; that ho dosires a crossing mostly for
pedestrions; that the melon sotson oxtends from mid July teo
Novorbor with the peck boing reached In August; that if o crossing
could be obtained 2t 9th Stroect he would rot caro about ¢rossings
at 8tk and 10th Stroots.

Tho chief of police teostificd that tho meny trucks using
tho 7th Strect crossing during the pacldng season cause congestion;

that several times when such crossing was occupied By & trofin traffic

(1) Tho Los Banos Grommar School 43 situatod on J Stroot hotwoon
7¢th and 9th Strceete and 1s two blocks from the 7tk Stroect
erossing. .
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(2) .
backed up at E Streot. The witnoss statoed that he favorod o

crossing at 9th Streot beecsuse 1t would provide children o dircet
route to tho school and the proposed rocreation area at the ‘oot
of 9th Street and one less hazardous than through the bu,iness

section.

Tho mayor tostificd that the Fair Grounds aro locatod
north of F Streot between 3rd ond Sth Streots and oxtond to D
Streot; thot the anmual fair Rold on n wee?end in the first part
of Moy is attended by 30,000 to 40,000 poreon"' that during tko
Falr the crossings st 2nd, Lth and 7¢h Strocts are congested.
While the witness stated a crossing at 9th 3trect would be the
best of thoso proposed herein, ho conecdod tho princiéal ¢rossings

to The Falr Grounds would bo the 2nd, Ltk =nd 7th Stroot crossings.

According to the testimony of the firo chief a ropid
incrcasé in the numbor of rosidencez and industrios Bas occurrod
in the aroe north of the railrood traeks, oast of Hth Stroet, wost
of the oastern city limits and south of the northern city limits.
Tho witness statod that tho firc statien is located south of the
trecks moking 1t necessary to drivo through the dusineszs ¢istrict
in order to use the 7th Stroot erocsing; thot thero cre delays at
the Ltk and 7th Street ¢rossings; thet the fire department 13

monnod by voluntoers most of whom reoside cast of 6th Stroet and

south of the railroad. He deelored thot at leoost one more ¢rossing
is ossenticl. |

Tho epplicant did not prosent or call any public witnesses.

(2) E Stroot iZs Celifornic Stato Bighway 33 and 1s tho ‘irst
stroot south of tho railrosd rght-of-way 2nd runs parallol
theroto.
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‘Southcrn Pacific Company protested the granting of the
application. The assistant superintendent of itz Westernm Division
testified that one regular pagsengor train in each direction,
elght wostbound and four esstbound through Ireight trains, one
local fLreight traln Iroz Tracy and one local freight train from
the Fresnoe area are operated dally. The witness stated as an
average, westbound trains contain 70 cars and eastbound trains
consist of 85 cars, a car being approximately L9 feet long. Ee
asserted that 1f a grade crossing were opeped at 9th Street it
would be necessary, where a through train L:s involved, for the
brakeman to proceed to such point, there cut the train, which
OPcratioAB)would require several nminutes, with a like period
consumed thereafter in coupling the train. Thoe same witness
testified that during zeven or eight months of the year switching
oporations take place at 3 ofclock or L otclock 2.m. ond 2 ofelock
or L o'cléck P.m. that the Brooks~-Cumming Company packing shed
lécated cn'the north side of the tracks at 9tk and G Streets has
two loading tracks and a parallel drill track over which loaded
and empty cers are switched out and in at the site of the crossing
proposed at 9tk Street; that such erossing would prevent the
spotting of four cars east of Gtk Stroot; that during thé melon -
season the tracks are almost continuslly used; that éeduction of
trackgge would increase switching. According to his teztimony
there are two packing sheds on the north side of the tracks at

th end G Streets and one on the south sidec thereof. Also, the
end of Standord 01l Company's spur tracks, the lead to

the Azhdarian shed, the main track for through trazins, and

(3) such operations would be in addition to those now requirod

in cutting o train at 7th and Lth Streets then coupling the
train at 4th and 7th Streets.

- L -
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an operating siding for the mgoting and passing of trains are
located 2t 9th Street. Tho witness tostifiled further thot during
the Falr protestant provides cspecial officers tb protoct trafflic
and pedostrians a2t the 2nd, Lth and Tth Strect crossings; that
local froight troins arc dispatehod so thet such trains 4o not go
through for several hours proceding and more than one hour after
the Falr porade; that the crews of westerly bound trains are
instructed t0 stop short of the erossing at 7tk Street, dotach the
engino to toko on water at %he tank west of such crossing; that
protestant anticipatos using Diezel poworod ongines this fall which
will cccomplish oliminotion of water fdcilip;es. Such ercssing, he
sald, not orly would not bo qf advantege to protestant, but would
subject 1t ond 1ts persomnel to inereased hazards and work an

inconvenionce vpor 1ts shippers whoso facilities were thero located.

Protestantts Western Division assistant division enginecr
tostified that tho viow at 9th Stroct is impeired on tho north side
£ tho tracks looking westerly, by packing sheds, on the south
sido looking westorly by troes ond scction quarters, and looking

easterly by tho Standard 04l Company bulildings.

Exhidit 1, o map of tho districts odjoining tho proposed

crossing, shows that within tho area dounded by 6th Stroct on the
west, E Strcet on the north, Morcy Springs Rond on tho east and the
roilroad r;ghx-of-way on tho south, there are tpproximatoly 95

~ empty lots, 36 houscs, 31 one-room houses, 25 shocks, one quonsot

hut and four tentce.

Thé ovidence docs not demonstrate that the oxisting.
crossings are Insufflcient to servo tho public or thst additional

proposed grade crossings ore nccosscry in ordor to adoquately meet

-5 -
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tho public’s requiremonts. To the contrary, comstruction of
additional crossings.of streets with raflroad would tend to ©Xp 050
The public to increased dangers and hazards.' Tho ovidence does
not show that the conditions of which epp}icant ¢ompla1ns would be
eliminated by opening another crbssing at grade. It appears to

us that such result could better be obtained by a more effective

utilization of the present crossings.

The City of Los Banos did not tender'any substantial
evidence with reference to that portion of Lits applicstion dealing

with crossings at 8th and 1l0th 3treets.

The record shows that the parties hereto have negotiated
an agreement as to tke relocation of the grade crossing at 2né
Street and the apportionment of the costs thereofl. The application
will be granted to suck extent; in all other respects it will be
denled.

OR2

13}
d

-

A public hearing having been held and based upon the
evlidence tnerein adduced and the findings and conelusions set forth

in the foregoing opinion,
IT IS CRDERED that:

(1) The City of Los Ranoes is authorized to relocate the
erossing of 2nd Sﬁreet at grade with the tracks of Southern Pacific
Company (Crozsing No. BALLO.Ll), in the City of Loz Bunos, County of

Merced, as described in the application and in accordance with the

(L) A legislative committee has been appointed to make & study
Looking toward reduction of grade crossing hazards.

-6 -




A.‘32036 AN

plan attached thereto. Width of the crossing shell be not less
" than 2l feet and grades of approach;not greoater than four per

cont. Construction shoall be equal or superior to Standard No. 2
of Goneral Qrder No. 72.

(2) Construction expense shall be apportioned as set
forth in the agreexent hitherto entered into by the poarties hsrein.'
Maintenance cost outside of lines, two feet outside of fails shal l
be borne by applicant. Southern Pacific Company shall bear

maintenance cost between such lines.

(3) Wwithin 30 doys after completion pursuant to this
order, applicant shall so advise the Commiscion in writing. This
‘authoriza or shall becoms volid 1 not exercised within one yeor,

unle ss the time be extended, or if the above conditions are not
complied with.

() In 21l other respocts Applicotion No. 32026 is donied. 

The ¢ffective date of this order shall dbe twenty (20) days
after the date hcreof.‘

o,

Dated at San Francisco, California, this . o?é’ any

d./ //'//" » 1951.
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