
Decision No ___ o4_G_O_7_9 __ 

BEFORE T}1E PUBLIC 'O'TILITIJ~S Cml1.fISSION or. TEE STATE 0:;' CALIFOmrIA 

In the Matter of the Application of' ) 
SOUTHERN PACI::'IC COl1PA!l.TY to discon- ) 
tinue services of hUl:laD flagman a.t ) Application rio. 32131 
Third Street, Livingston, California. ) 

R. J. Latl~op, ~or Southern Pacific Comp~y, applicant, 
,Gordon H. l"ii,ntQn, Jr. City Attorney for the C1 ty of 
Livingston, protestant, ~ofa!'garet Co'Olc..x; for LivIngston 
Parent-Teachers Association, protest~t, Andre't·' ~. 
Escola1 fo~ Livingston Farm BurC~ul protestant, and 
H. E._Getchel, for the CO::mlission :stoff. 

o P I ?J ION ------..-.-.... 
In the above-entitled proccedinz the Commission is ~skcd to 

~pprove tho discontinuance of hum~ flagoan service ~t a crossing in 

the City of Livingston. A public hearing \oJ'as held a t Livingston by 

Sxaminer Gannon on Hay 22, 1951, at ,.,hich time the matter ... ,as taken 

under consideration ~d is now ready for decision. 

The crossing in question is ~t Third Street, deSignated as 

Crossing Ho. B-136.2 i.;hich provides Don ~ntrance to the main business 

~ort~on or L~~ngston rrom the State S13hW~y (U. s. 99) which at this 

point lie::: north or and p~ra.J.lcl to the mn.:l.n V!'~ley Line traoclzs or 

Southern PacifiC Co=pany. The crossing with the railroad has b~dly 

obscured view conditions in all four quadra.~ts ~nd is now protected by 

two f1:lzh.ing light sign~.l$ inst:lllcd on October l5, 1948 o.nd by the 

human flagman on duty 11 hours daily. This flagman service ho.s been 

proVided for many yc~s and at present costs approx1~ately ~S500 per 

month in ~aZes which with other ite~s suc~ ns vacation allowance and 

retirement t~~ brine the total nnnual expcnso to G6,678.00. 

W. H. Ferguson, Assistant Superintendent of Southern Pncific 

Company, test1i'icd that he was frunili:;:,r .rlth gr:lde croszings and sr:lde 

crOSSing protection, and th~t ~hc two No. 3 flashing light signals ~e 
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zuff1cicnt protection for this crossing. He st~tcd th~t ~t other 

crozsin~s ""here tro.fi'ic is just as hoa.vy ~.nd in a number of C:l.ses at 

cross~.nes vl11ere traffic 1s :l great deo.l heavior it "ms not necessary 

to h~ve ~ hum~n crossinz flagman as the h~an !l~:man is gcner~lly 

omployed ut locations \lhicn have considerable svl1tching rJ.ove:nonts. 

At LiVingston '~hc l:ltter condition does not exist. 

~crguson ~lso testified that ninety pOl' cent of the north-

bound froight trains stop Q.t the "lO.ter tank ... ,hich is loco.ted 

ap~roxim~te1y 100 feet cast of the grade crossing. Throe rc~~lar 

passenger trains in c~ch direction, or a daily total of s~x, oporato 

oval' tho line 0. t a no:,thi'ls.rd pc:rmissi ble speed of sevonty ::lilcs per 

hour .md a southi'f:\rd porJ:issiblo ~,ced of fifty miles pel" hour. The 

o.vor~gc n~~ber of freight trains is approxi~te1y ton tr~ins per cay 

northwurd and five so~thward ut ~ maximum permitted spocd of fifty 

miles .per hour in both directions. The conversion from stoam pOi<le:, 

to diesel power i'rill not ~ffcct the 1'roo101:1 involved in this c:).sc. 

G. H.F~ir, Assist~nt Division Engineer, testified ~~~t the 

road appro~chin$ the sro.de crossj.:ng has a. pcculio.ri ty not common to 

~ost crossings in th~t thero is not a straight ~1'proach of zuf~icicnt 

lcnc'tr. tr.o. t vrou1.d perru. t a ctlr, even viol~ tine the lo.wful speed 11mi ts 

of the community, to r~ach a speed Hhich wou.ld incre3.se the ~.a.zo.rds at 

'~he Gr~d0 crossinG. The crozsins is locs. ted in a business district of 

res tr1ctcd vchiculo.r speeds. Thi::; witness iY'o.::; of the opinion tha. t the 

cxistine f~slting light protection is adequate. }lis opinion was 

prediae ted. to to. consider.::.ble extent on the a:lount of traffic over the 

crossing ,~l':.ich aver.?ged 2,675 vcr..iclos by 0. tolpc tro.:f'fic count bken 

on w.rious do.ys in Augus t 1949 o.nd HilY 1951. 

Evidence on bcrolf or the protcst?nts i'l::tS presentee:. by Cmrlcs 

I<.:.\ncn, Robert H. Lyon, Keith i..linton, .:::.nd Andrc~! Escolc.. Their testi

r.1011.Y ShO\:lS tlJ.:l. t an cvcro.ce of 0. bout sixteen 55 pc.sscnzer school 
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A.3213l NEC 

buses uze the crossing daily. Every school day approximately fifty 

pupils walk across the crozsing as pedestrians and approximately 36 

students cross on bicycles. The evidence further shows that 90 per 

cent of the trains slow do\m and stop for water at the water tank 

caUSing the No. 8 flashing light signals to operate for periods of 

five to ten minutes at a time. Other through tr~ins cross the cross

ing with only twenty to thirty seconds warning of the flashing light 

si~n~ls. This condition tends to create a trap because automobiles 

have to get very close to the tracks before they can'see a sufficient 

distance in either direction to cross safely. Durinel' the hours the Q 

fla~ is on duty, people have the habit of watching hi~, o.ctions and 

while he does not actuo.lly signal motorists over the cros:sing, :10 

~lks to one side after a train has stopped and even tho~Sh the No. 8 

signals are operating, motorists realize that it is s~fe to continue 

over the croszine. E:,.hi bi ts one and tioro were presented us evidence 

to this effect. 

As 0. part of the evidence in this hearing, the Southern 

Pac1fic Company, by letter dated June 26, 1951, indicated that the 

"later colmim could be relocated and the s1gno.l circuits reo.rranged to 

eli~inate prolonged ringing when trains are st~nding at or approaching 

the water col~~ to take water. The cost of these changes is esti

mated to be ~13,629. 

The record clearly establishes, and we hereby find, that 

CrOSSing No. B-136.2, Third Street, Livingston, sho:.:.ld 'be protected 'by 

rearranging tho existing signal circuits to eliminate ~necess~y 

ringing of the existing flashing light Signals ~d the moving of the 

1-Tater column as indicated in the <l'bove ::lentionod letter of June 26, 

1951, under Item 2. The railroad shall 'bear the expense of the rc-

~rrangoment of facilities. 
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QB12EE 
Public hearing haVing been held in the above-entitled appli-

cation, tho ~atter submitted ana ready for decision, 

IT IS ORDERED that Southern Pacific Company, applicant here

in, may ivi thin one year from the effocti ve date of this orde!', 

discontinue the services of a hum~ fl~gman at the crossing d:f Third 

Street ~fi th its track at Liv1ngston, !-reread County, Crossing 

No. B-136.2, subject to the provision that the s~gnal circuits be 

rearranged to eliminate unnecessary operation of the Standard No. S 

1'lashinz light signals no'~ protecting said crossing ~nd that the water 

colmml be moved, as proposed in Item 2 in the letter of Southern 

p~ciric Company dated J;~e 26, 1951, filed in this proceeding. 

The entire cost of re~rr~~eine said circuits and moVing the 

vlater column is to be borne by Southern Pacific Company. 

t'lithin thirty days after completion pursuant to this ordet, 

a~plicant shall so ~dv1se the Co~ssion in writing. This authoriza

tion shall become void if not exercised wi thin "nc year unless the 

time be extended or if above conditions are not complied with. Author

ization may be revoked or modified if, public convenience, necessity, 

or safety so require. 

The effective d~te of this order shall be twenty days ~fter 

hereof • ..... J --I! 
Dated at J2<lo,..~ , Ccl1fol'I\1a ~I'i, 

the date 

1951. 

~' , .. 
co::mti ssi oners 
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