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Decis10n No. '------- roJff[D@DIMAL 
BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the App11cat1on of ) 
Benjam1n S. Goldberg and W. Earl ) 
Golaborg~ copartners do1ng business } 
as FILM TRANSPORT CO. of CALIFO&~IA~ ) 
tor a certificate or pub11c convenience ) App11cation No. 319$1 
and necessit1 to operat~ as a highway ) 
common carrier of commod1ties gen- ) 
erally oetween points and places now ) 
served pursuant to Dec1sion No. 43160. ) 

Glanz and Russell by Theodore w. Russell~ tor appli­
cant. Donald Murch1son and Goraon ~~d Knapp~ by Freder1c A. 
Jacobus~ for Pacific Freight Lines and Pacif1c Freight Lines 
Express, and H. J. B1schofr, for Southern California Fre1ght 
L1nos and Soutbern California Freight Forwarders~ protestants. 

OPINION -------

By this appl1cat~.on, as amended~ Benjamin S. Goldberg 

and W. Earl Goldberg~ copartners~ doing business as F1~ Trans­

port Co. of Cal1rornia~ see~ authority to o~erate as a h1gh-
(1 ). 

way common carrier of general commod1t1es between the 

"San Diego Terr1 torylf and the "Calexico-Eo"'.· Centro-Brawley 

Service Terr1tory", ns described 1n Exhibit "Aft r1led with. 
(2 ) 

the amendment to toe application • 

(1 ) 

(2 ) 

Commodit1es not proposed to be tr~~ported are iiv6Stock, 
petrc~eum produ.cts in tank trucks~ used household goods 
and p~r~onal e!!ects~ explos1ves~ and uncrated. rurn1ture~ 
Generally the San D1ego Territory is all the area south. of 
a line running from La Jolla to Lakes1de~ and west of a 
l1ne running south from Lakeside to the Mexican border; 
the other territory 1s along U. S. Highway NO.,BO east of 
Bostonia to El Centro and along all the principal high­
ways'1n Imperial Valley and three ~les laterally thereof. 
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'A. 31951 ... rr.. 

Public hear1ngs were hel~ at San Diego~ El Centro 

and Lo~ Angeles, and the matter hAv1ng been nrgued, was sub­

mitted for dec1s1on. 

At the hear1ngs applicant proposed to restr1ct 1ts 

service as follows: 

(a) transport only shipments weighing not more 
than 500 lbs.~ 

(b) charge second-class or higher rates for all 
shipments, 

(c) -sh1pments to be ca~ied only in the same 
vehicle ~ed to transport film and film 
accessories, 

(d) operate only one trip per day in each direction, 
using a vnn-type, s1ngle-axle truck of not to 
exceed 12,000 lbs. capacity. 

Applicant is nov I authorized to transport~ as :3. high­

way common c~rrier, motion picture ri~, ri~ accessories, candy 

and confections from distr1buto~3 thereof in Los Angeles to 

motion picture theatres located in verious service territories 

in Southern Ca1iforn1a (Decisions Nos. 43160 and 4$421). 

Several routes are used (Exhibit No.1), one ot which ~s 

designated Route No. 5~ between San Diego and Imperial Valley. 

Applicant now operates one of its routes southerly 

trom Los Angeles to San Diego. The truck leaves at 7:30 P.M., 

and arrives at 11:00 P.M. At 1:30 A.M. e. line-haul truck 

leaves San Diego for the Imperial ValleYI arriving at Calipatria 

at 6:,30 A.M. Lading from. Los Angeles is transferred at appli­

cant's terminal at National City, which adjoins the City ot 

San Diego. Pickup and delivery service is pertormed in the 

San D1e50 area daily with three truck3, including the one used 



A. 31951 - M~ • 
for the valley run. Applicant has a contract with the Po~t 

Orr1ce Department to transport ma1l 'between San Diego and 

Imperial Valley which requires a p1c~p a.t the sari Diego Po:st 

Ofrice around 1:00 A.!~l., a.."'l.d. delivery at Calipa.tria at 6:30 A.M. 

In pertorming the Imperial Valley service a van-type s1ngle-axle 

truck, having a capacity or approximately 12,000 los., i~ uzed. 

Mail is delivered at El Centro, Brawloy and Calipatria 'between 

5:30 A.M. and 6:30 A .. M. Oecasionally theatres may be serv.'~d 

on this schedule, 'but 1 t is CUB tomary to' deliver the mail 

f1rst. At 7:30 A.M. another driver takes over the same truck 

and begins the m.orning delivery of :tilm and candies. The usual 

route followed by this driver 13 from Calipatria to Westmore­

land, Bra.wley" El Centro, Calex1co and HoltVille, arriving at 

the latter place before noon. 

After lunch time this driver returns along the same 

route, making pickups and deliveries, if ~"'l.y, along the said 

valley route. At 8:00 P.M. the or1ginal line driver leave~ 

Calipatria for the return tr1p to San Diego, arriv1ng at 

1:00 A.M. 11ai1 is picked up by e1ther or both 01' the drivers 

for delivery at the San Diego Post Office. 

One of the partners test1fied that app11cant trans­

ports, between s~~ Diego and Imperial Valley, 1,000 to 1,$00 

los. of film and fil~ accessories, $00 to 600 los. of mail, 

and 200 to 300 Ibs. of candies and contect1oDS per day, six 

days per week. The approximate average mOrltbly revenue 1s 

$1,200 from film, $622 from ma1l, and $lSO from candy. The 

total monthly revenue averages about $1,972. 
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The evidence also shows that, in Octocer, 19$0, 

applicant began to transport le~s-truck-load soipments of 

general commodities into Imperial Valley from San Diego, 

utilizing the available space in the truck ,carrying film, candy 

and mail. Exhibit No.2 shows the extent to which this business 

had been developed by the month of February, 1951. Said ex­

hibit shows that, in said month, applicant transported 139 

shipments weighing a total of 34,3$7 lbs. Individual shipments 

weighed from 7 lbs. to 6,625 lbs. L~cluded were 12 shipments 

weighing in excess of 500 or a total of 16,350 lbs. Therefore, 

there were 127 shipments of less than 500 los., weighing a 

total of 18,015 lbs. On the basis of 24 working days in said 

month, applicant tr~~sported an average or 5.3 shipments per 

day averaging approximately 142 los. each, 9r 750 los. per day. 
\ 

or the tot~l number of shipments of general comoodities trans-

ported in said m~nth, seven shippers accounted for 123, or 
(3) 

89 per cent • 

Eighteen shippers and/or receivers of freight 

testified tor applicant. Nearly allot them a~e named in Ex-

b,ibit No.2. In sub~tance, their t~st1mcny was that they need 

an e·a.r1y following-morning delivery from San Diego. The evidence 

shows that there is M. occll.sional need for shipments to bo de­

livered i~~ediately u~on the opening of a store. The record 

(3) ~he Shippers and commodities were: Eaton & Co., frozen roods; 
Hudson Corp., lubriplatc, paint and machinery parts; Auto 
Gear, Wetmore t s, Magneto Sales, Dor:ma.n' s and ~erry High. 
Distributing Co., all in the auto parts and accessor1es 
bu:iness. Fifty-eight of the shipments were for Eaton & Co., 
and sixty-five for the others na:.·,~ed. All a.re, San Diego con­
cerns except Jerry High Distributing Co., located 1n El Centro. 
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lacks 3uostant1al &v1deneo to 3upport a ~1nd1ng tnat the service 

of an additional highway eommon earrier is necessary to meet 

the usual O&1ly requ1rements or these witnesses. Tne1r test1mony 

that they cannot get next-morn1~ deliver1 by using prot~stants' 

services is not sup~orted by all or the evidence (Exhibit No.8). 

The evidence shows that both the Southern Cali~ornia 

Freight tines and Pacific Fre1gh1:; L1nes have te:-mins.ls situated 

in several cities in Imperial Valley; tha~ severnl line-haul 

schedules arrive at the El Centro terminal between 3:00 A.M. 

and 6:00 A.M.; that shipments are transterred to several pickup 

and delivery truoks, and that deliveries to various parts ot 

the valley begin as early as 7:30 A.M., but usually at 8:00 A.M. 
, 

It was also testiried that, wben there is a spec1al need for 

an earlier than regular delivery, arrangements can be made tor 

such service. Both protestants can and do g1ve a tollowing­

morning delivery to all the pr1nc1pal points in Imperial Valley 

which are proposed to be served by applic~t. Even with as 

many as rov:: d.elivery trucks> used b1 oneot the protestants, 
(4) 

all shipments ca.~ot b~ dropped at 8:00 AoM. or oven 9:00 A.M. 

Obvio\:.sly applicant, with only O:le trt:.ck, .ca.."'lnot perform such. 

service tor all his shippers and consigneese The need tor su~n 

(4) Scuthern Cal 1J," 0 r::i-'l, Frtl!gb.t Lines, one or i;he prot;est:L."'lg 
carritlrs, pr~~ontod ev!d~nce (Exhibit No.8) showing that, 
rc~ the last 6 mcntns ot 1950 ane the first 3 months of 
1951, 1t consistently reade following-morning deliveries or 
shipments from San Diego to Imperial Valley po1nts, the 
t1me ot d~livery being between 7:50 A.M. and 11:30 A.M., 
w1th the large majo~1ty of the shipments ha~1ng been de­
livered by 10: 30 A .;\1. 
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exceptional service CIOlnot, upon this record, be accepted as 

a bas1s tor author1z1ng ~~other certificated operation. There 

is no substantial evidence in the record showing that a need 

exists tor applicant's proposed service between Bostonia and 

El Centro, nor westbound from Imperial Valley to San D1ego. 

~he record does not show that there is SUch a volume of general 

freight moving into the Imper1al Valley rrom San Diego, nor 

that there is a material runount ot new business available as 

would just1fy the granting of this application. Most of 

applicant's present general commodity shippers have been, or 

now are, also the customers of protestants. Having recently 

authorized one of the protesting carriers to operate as a high­

way common carrier of gen~ral commodities between San Diego 

and Imperial Valley, via U. S. H~ghway No. 80, (Decision No. 

4$$38, dated April 3, 19$1), we are unable to t1nd upon the 

evidence presented in this proceeding that a public need 

exists tor an additional highway common carrier service. 

The app11cation w1ll be denied. 

Public hearings having been held in the above­

entitled proceeding, the Comm1ssion be1ng tully advised in the 

premises and having been unable to find that public conven­

ience and necessity require applicant's proposed service as a 

highway common carrier, 
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IT. IS ORDERED that tile application of Benjamin S. 

Goldberg and W. Earl Goldberg, copartners, doing bus1ness as 

Film Transport Co. of California, being Application No. 319S1, 

'be, .s.nd it hereby is, den1ed • 

The effective date or this order sball 'be twenty (20) 

days 

~ California, this ~;? -

clay or 


