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Decision No. _4~1.oo 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application or ) 
HIGHWAY TRANSPORT, INC. for authority ) 
to extend an operation as a highway ) 
common carrier for the transportation ) 
of express traffic of HIGHV!AY TRANSPORT) 
BXPRESS, between San Jose, Oakland and ) 
East Bay Points. ) 

Edward M. Berol, for applicant. 

Application No. 32253 

Douglas Brookman and N. R. Moon, for Merchants 
Express Corporation, protestant. 

OPINION' 
-~ .... ----

Highway Transport, Inc. (hereinafter referred to as 

Highway) requests the issuance of a certificate of public convenience 

and necessity authorizing it to extend its highway common carrier 

operating rights so as to enable it to transport the express 

traffic of Highway Transport Express (hereinafter called Express) 

except uncrated used household goods and petroleum products in 

bulk, between (a) Richmond and San Jose and int'ermediate pOints, 

(b) Oakland and Livermore and intermediate points, (c) Livermore 

and San Jcse and intermediate pOints, and (d) all pOints and 

places in (a), (b) and (c) and Alameda, Mulford Gardens, Russell, 

Arden, Newark, Santa Rita Prison Farm, Santa Rita, Pleasanton, 

Asco al'ld P.:earst Ranch, excluding any service locally between 

Richmond and San Leandro and intermediate points. 

A publiC hearing was held at San FranCisco before 

Examiner Silverhart. 

Joseph Robertson, an officer of Highway and of Express, 

testified that the latter is presently actively operating as an 
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expres= corporation and that applicant possesses highway common 

carrier operating authority generally between San Francisco and 

Carmel and intermediate points, and under a joint rote and through 

route arrangement with C:lnton Transbay Expre ss, Inc. bet1N'een 

Oakland and San Jose. According ~o his testimony, applicant proposes 

. to make available one daily schedule departing from Oakland at 

7 a.m. and another fro:n san Jose at 7 a .... m., except Saturdays, 

SundaYi5 and holidays, together with such other schedules throughout 

the day as may be required. 

The witness stated that Express, in the conduct of its 

operations as an express corporation, utilized the ser~~ces of 

Herchants Express Corpor.'3.tion, a highw.:3.Y COmz:lon carrie:t'~ to the 

area ancompassing the points here involved. He asserted that 

shipt:lents originating on the lines of Express on the we:::t side of 

San Francisco Bay and destined to points in the East Bc.:~~) Wt;re 

deli vered to Merchants EXpress Corporation to complete the trt~:~s

portat1on; that Merchants Without exception charged Express· the 

full local rate for moVing such shipments; that such rate was 
(1) 

apprOXimately equal to Express's through published rate, thus 

(1) a. Exhibit 2 compares several presently e:f'fective through 
rates of Ex:prl?ss (extracted from Highway Transpor't Express 
Tariff Cal. P.U.C. No.2) and local rates of Mercbants 
(taken from Merchants Express Corporation Tariff' Cal. P~U.C .. 
No. 12) applying to some of the points covered by the appli
cation. The following will suffice as an illustr~tion of 
the contents of such exhibit: 

§an Francisco to: 
Alvaraclo· 
Livermore 

Santa Clara to: 
Alvarado 
Livermore 

Through Rate 
Expre'ss 

$ 1 .. 23 
1.25' 

1.16 
1.18 

Local Rate 
Merchants 

$ 1 .. 16 
1.21 

1 .. 16 
1.18 

b. Expressts !reight bill #5281002 covers a shipment from San 
FranCisco to Mission San Jose ~nd is charged to the shippor 
at n through rate ot ~.93 plus 3 cents tax. Mcrd •. lnts' s 
bill 71"571304 indicates Merchants ch.:l.rgcd Express CO .. 96 for 
transporting such shipment • 
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affording Express nothing for the pickup and other service it 

rendered in connection with such shipments; that if the authority 

here sought were granted, it would permit a single line operation 

under through ra.tes, reduc,e the probability of losing freight, 

expedite deliveries and make for c better service to shippers. 

The record indicates thnt applicant possesses su!ficient equipment 

~nd adequ~tc financial resources to inaugurate and maintain the 

proposed service. 

Representatives of business establishments and 

manufacturing concerns making shipments between th0 pOints 

comprehended herein testified upon behalf of applicant. Their 

testimony disclosed that sh1pments r~nge from one pound to 20,000 

pounds; that they are made as often as daily and as infrequently 

as once ~ month; that F~ghway furnishes them 0. daily pickup and 

has been ~nd is rendering an excellent service to the pOints on 

its system; that they will utilize the proposed service if 

authorized. One witness indicated that he preferred to use one 

carrier in that it would effect a saving in the time devoted to 

shipping procedures. Another witness ~sscrtcd tr~t his company's 

warehouse facilities are located in ~ building in which the docks / 

olnd receiving platforms are used jOintly with oth~r firms; tho.t 

the proposed service will reduce the congestion caus0d by such 

joint use and exp~dlte the transportation of its freight. 

Merchants Express Corpor.9, t! . .,n protested the granting of 

the o.pplic~tion. It did not offc:r any testimo:lY or present any 

wi tncss in 1 ts beh.:llf. It \las stipulated that Merchants Exprcs:s 

Corporation is authorized to and does operate as ~ highway common 

carrier between &-:t.n Fr.,:\ncisco ~nd East S'lY cities, on the onc hD.nd, 
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~nd San Jose and intermediate points, on the other hand, and both 

s1des of S:;m Franciscc Bay, including Livermore and Pleasanton, in 

connection with which it renders a daily service to S~n Jose, 

excepting Saturdays, Sundays and holidays. 

The record herein dcmonstr~tes, and we so find, th~t 

public convenience and necessity require that the application be 

granted. 

o R D E R - - - - ~ 

A public hearing having been held and evidence having 

been ndduccd therein, 

IT IS ORDEBED: 

(1) That a certificate of public convenionce and 

necessity is gr~ntcd to Highway Transport, Inc., authorizing it 

to operate ~s a highway common ccrrier, as defined by Section 2-3/4 

o:t' the Public Utili t:i os Act, for the transportation of express 

traffiC of Highway Trnnsport Express, excepting only used uncrated 

household goods and pctrolOllm products in bulk, as follows: 

a. Between Richmond and San Jose vi~ St~tc Highways 
Nos. 17 and 9 ~nd D. S. High~ys Nos. 40 ~nd 50, ~nd 
intermcdi~te points, except that service shall not be 
rendered locally between Richmond and San Leandro, 
inelusive, and intermediate points. 

b. Between Onkland and Livermore, via U. S. Highway No. 
50, and intermediate p01nts. 

c. Between Livermore and San Jose via an unnumbor0d st~te 
highway, State High~ys Nos. 21 and 17, and all inter
mediate points. 

d. Botwoon ~ll the pOints in p~r~gr~phs (a), (b) ~nd (e) 
above and Al~mod~, Mulford Gardens, Russell, Arden, 
Newark, Santa Rita ?rison Farm, Pleasnnton, Aseo and 
HOolrst Rnnch. 

c. Vi3 all routes co~~ect1ng said highways between said 
points. 
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(2) Th,lt in provid1ng sc::vicc pursuant to the certi:f'icate 

herein granted, there s~ll be compliance with the following 

service regulations: 

a. Within thirty (30) days after the effective date 
hereof, applicant shall file a written acceptance 
of the certificate herein granted. 

b. Within sixty (60) days nfter the effective date 
hereof, and upon not less than five (5) days' 
notice to the Commission and the publlC, applicant 
shall establish the scrvicG herein authorized, and 
comply with the provisions of General Order No. . 
80 and Part IV of Gener:ll Order No. 93-A by filing, 
in triplic~ to, and concurrently m.-:lking ~~frcetive, 
tariffs and time schedules satisfactory to the 
Commission. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) 

~ 
, Californi.'l) this ""',I) -

day of 

'. 
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