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j)ec1sion No .. 1S2iO -------
m:FORZ THZ PUBLIC UTltITIZS COi.;il'tIISSION O? 'mE STATE OF CALIPOR.L1'IA 

Commission inve~t!gation into the ) 
operations and pr~ctice3 of ) 
r .... \L?s A. HAGOPI.r.I.N, doing business, ) 
as Ro,eco r:.!otor I..1nes. ) 

Case :~o. $173 

Theodore Russell for respondent. H. A. Bischoff and 
.i. A. Ste1-er, for Southern CD.11tornia Fre.1:g~t Lilies and 
Southern C~itorn1~ FreiGht Lines Bxpress, interested parties. 
::a.rold J .. !,~cCarthy for ?1eld J)1vis1on, Publ1e Ut.ilities Com ... 
mission or the State of Cn1ifornia. 

O?I:!ION ----_._-

The purpose ot this proceeding, which is ~ invest1-

eat10n 1n3tituted upon the Comc1ssion's own motion, is to 

d.etermine: 

(1) ~~hether Ralph. A. Eaeopian, doing business as Bagco 

~otor Line~, hereinafter called respondent, has oper~ted or 

is operating as a highway common c~rrier, as defined in 

Section 2-3/4 of the Public Utilities Act, over resulnr routes 

or between fiXed termini, an~7here within toe State or Cali

fornia, w1thout ~v1ns obtained a certificate of public conven-

ience and necessity or havinS possessed or acquired a prior 

right so to operate, as requirod by Sect10n 50-3/4 or said Act; 

(2) \,:hether respondont should be ordored to cease and 

desist from operating as a h1zhway com=on c~ier until he 

~hall obt~1n authority so to do; and 

(3) Whether the permitted rights, or any ot them. held by 

respondent should be cancelled, revoked or suspended. 
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Public hc~rings were held before Exaoinor Rowe at 

Los .. ~gcles, on 1.pril 5, 195'0, and cn May 15', 1950, ~.nd eral and 

documentary evidence was adduced and the ~attor was submitted 

for decision. By stipulation briefs wore filed by respondent 

and by the Cocmission staff. 

The only operatL~g ~uthority held by respondent, granted 

by this Cor.~ssion, is under Rccial Highway CO~Qn Carrier Pe~it 

No. 13-2243 and Highway Contract Carrier Porcit No. 13-2244. 

Respondent coes not have any authority to opcr~tc as a highway 

common cprrior, as defined in the Public Utilities I~ct. 

~idcnce w~s ~rosentcd by a staff me~bcr of the ----------
Commission's field' division concerning the results of inspections 

of respondentrs records and of interviews with him. ~ study of 

the Commission's cx.~ibits showsth~t) for the period otMarch 9 

to 18, 1949, 37 persons p~id him frc~ght charges, 22 engaged his 

freight services, and he hnd 27 consignors. The period !pril 20 

to 29, 1949, shows 39 persons paying him freight ch~rgcs, 30 engag

ing his services, :?nd 34 consignors. The period JUl'lC 1 to 10, 

1949, shows 54 persons p~ying fruight charg~s, 39 0ngaging his 

services, p.no 43 c'=lnsignors.. The period F~bru~r~r 1 to 10, 195'0, 

shows 84 persons paying freight charges, 60 persons cng~ging 

respondent's services, ~nd 82 ccnsignors .• 

The weight of those shipments v~ried from two pounds 

to 43,070 pounds. The cCr:lr:lcd1 tics c~rricd during thcsG' periods 

wcr0 varied ond numerous. This ovidence c1e~rly justifi~s the 

inforencc that respondent held himself out to the public as a 

common c~~rier of freight. 
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Respondent quite rr~~ly admits that he has used U. S. 

Highway 99 as his principal routo or travel, not only to Los 

"~.ngelos, but also to Sacratlento oJ Stoczton, Bakersfield, ond the 

52..."l Froncisco Bay ,.. .. .rea, froI!l:::::l Cen"cro and other Imperial Valley 

point~. ~e seeks to dere~d h1~ operat10n upon the assertion that 

... ,.. "·1!...' 99 ~ \J. .;,. oil zu.way ... 3 tho onlr practical route or travel between 

the Imperial Valley and Los Aneeles, as well as Bakersf1eld, 

Stoclcton, Sacramento, and San ?rancisco. In de!'ining a "radial 

high\1s.y com:non c~.rrierll in Section 1 (h) or the Highway Carriers' 

Act, as well as in defining a. "highwo.y co:nmon carrier" in Section 

2-3/4 of the Public Utilities Act, tho Legislature must be assumed 

to have had in ~nd full geographical knowledge of the state. If 

the only practical manner in which respondent's operations may 

be c~rried on, is, as he asserts, under the latter definition, 

then it is incur.bent on ~~ to rerr~in from such o~eration until 

he has procured the required certif~cate of public convenience 

nnd neces!lity. 

Respondent, ~ccorc1nz to the u."ld1=puted evidence, main-

te,ins of fic os and torminSlls in :81 Centro a.."ld in Los )\.."lgeles. He 

oporotes on n. da.ily basi::: betYleCn t:.lese two cities. These two 

points a:e definitely proved to be fixed termi.."li between which 

he rezulnr11 oper~te$. The evidence elso is convincir~, and 

it is found th~t he regularly operate~ between s~id termini and 

the termini San Fr~cisco, Sacr~nento, Bakersfield, and stockton. 

Acide from .bis ov:n teatimony, which tl."':'lounted to little 

more than ~ admission or the fo.cta of his operations as above 

described, respondent offered no eVidence. Respondent cla~ed 
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to have only three written contracts with shippers, and these 

had been oxecuted, not at his request, but because those three 

had insisted upon them. Several oral contracts were claimed, 

but there was no evidence as to their scope or ter.m3. 

In view or the frequency a.~d regularity of his opera

tions, and the vol~~e and diversity of the shipments to and from 

numerous consignees and shippers over a well-defined route, it 

is obvious, and the Commission finds as a fact, that Ralph A. 

Hagopian, doing business as Hagco Motor Lines, has operated 

and is now operating auto trucks as a highway eommon carrier of 

freight over a regular route ~~d between fixed termini, herein

~bove described, within the state of California, Without having 

obtained a certificate of public convenience and necessity, and 

without possessing or having acquired any prior right so to 

operate, as required by Section 50-3/4 of the Public utilities 

Act (California Statutes 1915, Chapter 91, as ~ended). 

An order will issue directing Ralph A. Hagop1an, doing 

business as Hagco Motor Lines or otherwise, to cease and desist 

from such operations until he has obtained and accepted a certi

ficate of public convenience and necessity authorizing such o,era

tion. No order will be issued revoking or suspending respondentTs 

permits as above described. The order herein, will, howev&r, 

contain a proviso permitting o~erat1ons under a certificate 

today granted by a decision 'in Application No. 31398. , 
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Public hearings having been had in the above-entitled 

proceeding, eVidence having been received and duly considered 

and the matter having been duly submitted, and therearter b1 

agreement or co~~sel briefs having been filed and considered, 

the Commission now being fully advised and basing its order 

upon the findings and conclus1ons set forth 1n the preceding 

opinion, 

. (1) That Ralph A. BQgo~ian~ doing business as Hageo Motor 

Lines, or otherwise, be and he hereby is directed and requ1red 

to cease and desist and herearter rerra1n rrom conducting, 

directly or indirectly, or by subterfuge or deVice, any opera

tion as a highway common carrier (as defined in Sect10n 2-3/4 

of the PUblic Utilities Act) ror compo~at1on, over the public . 
highways or the state of California between any po1nt or place 

in the City of El Centro, or other place in the Imperial Valley, 

on the one hand, and Los Angeles, ·san FranCisco, Sacramento, 

stockton, or Bakersfield, or intermediate poL~ts, on the other 

hand, over U. S. H1ghway 99, unless and until, a.~d to the extent, 

he shall have obtained from this COmmiss1on a cert1r1cate or 
public convenience and necessity authorizing such operations, 

provided, however, that nothing contained herein. shall require 
, 

the respondent to cease ~~d desist from any operation authorized 

in Application No. 31398 and conducted atter the acceptance by 

respondent of the certificate therein granted. 
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The Seor~tary ot the Comm1s~1on is directed to caU36 

a certified copy or this decision to be served personally upon 

th.e respondent, Ralph. A. Hagopian. 

The erreet1v& d~te or this order shall be twenty (20) 

days after the date or such serv1ce. 

Dated .. t ~ ~'<£..d ~"hli1'orru.a. t!:>1$ /J!1! 

day 01' r4t.~.k. /, ,95#.(f'/ 
/? )~" .. ~~ .'"-~ C-L:::.: >->--- ~-~ ~ 

" 


