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4:r=:2-"'=O Decision No_ -'" "1 

BEFOR~ THE· PUBLIC 'O'I'ILITP"....s COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Application ) 
of Walter J. Johnson and Rose A. ) 
Jor~son, copartners, doing busi- ) 
ness as Johnson Truck Lines, for ) 
a certificate of public conven- ) 
ience and necessity to extend its ) 
service. ). 

Application No. 31595 

Fr~nk L~uehr$n, for applic~nt. 
Clair W. NacLeod and E. ?reston:, for Interlines 

Motor Express; Dou~las Brookman and N. R. Moon, 
for Merchants Express Corporation; William 
Meinhold, Frederick ~, Fuhrman, W. A. Gregory, Jr. 
and D. V __ Chand~, for Southern Pacific Company 
and Pacific Motor Express; and W. L. WaTner, for 
Sacr~mento Auto Truck Company, protestants. 

Bd Mores, for Valley i\fotor Lines, Inc. and Valley 
Express Comp~~y, interested parties. 

OPINION --------

By the instant application, Walte= J. Johnson and Rose A. 

Johnson seek highway common carrier authority to transport commodi­

ties from the Bay Arca to all points in the Sacramento Valley between 

Woodland on the south and Corning and Los Molinos on the north, 

except such pOints as they are presently certificated to serve, and 

locally between such Sacrpmento Valley points. Under their present 

certificate (Decision No. 42643, dated March 22, 1949), app11c~nts 

are authorized to transport general commodities between San Francisco, 

Oakland, ~meryvill~, Berkeley, Albany, Richmond, Alameda and 

San Leandro, on tho one h~nd, and Yuba City, Marysville, ChiCO, 

Oro7ille nnd intermediate pOints, on the other h~nd. 

Public hearings were held before Examiner Gillard in 

Orland, Colusa, -WoOdland and San Fr~ncisco, ~nd the matter submitted 

on August 14, 1951. 
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Applicants operate their present service with 91 pieces 

of oquipment and £ivc t~rminnls located in San Frnncisco, Richmond, 

Yuba City, Oroville and Chico. For the year 1950, they received 

$700,457 in gross revenue and $30,47l in net profit; $ll9,786 of 

this gross revenue was derived from applicants' p~rm1tted operations, 

~lmost all of which wore conducted in the territory heroin sought. 

To thG pOints for which a certificate is sought herein, applic~nts 

h~ve boon operating an unscheduled service under tho authority of 

p~rmits issued by this Commission in 1936. They propose to establish 

terminals in Woodland, Orland Pond Co1us~ from which distribution will 

be made to contiguous areas. Line-haul trucks from Richmond are 

scheduled to arrive at WoodlAnd 3t midnight, at Colusa by 2 e.m. Pond 

at Orl~nd by 3 a.m., with local distribution commoncing from oech of 

these pOints at 8 a.m. R~tes for th~ proposed serVice would be at 

th~ level or Highway Carriers' Tariff No.2. 

Applic~nts introdUced into evidence exhibits which sot 

forth all shipments transported by them to and from the pOints 

herein sought, for th~ period J'Uly 1, 1949 through March 31, 1951. 

These oxhibits show frequent and consistont shipments to Woodl~~d, 

Olivehurst, Sutt~r, Mer1dian, Oswald, Colusa, Palermo and Hamilton 

City. To all other points, shipments av~ragod two or less per 

month. Tho exhibits disclose a cons1stent pattern or cons1gnors 

pnd consignees throughout th~ entire 21 months covered. During the 

calendar year 1950, these shipments totaled 5,l29,77~ pounds and, 

included steel and steel products, pipe and fittings, hardw~re, 

fresh, canned and processed food, m~chincr.y and po.rts, lumbGr and 

building matcr1p.1s, electrical supplies, paper products, dry goods, 

soap products, home appliances, paint, auto pprts and appliances, 

d~gs and chemicals. 
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Public witnessos p~oduced by ~pplic~nts did not ~ll show a 

c(:mvincing need for :).ddition~.l highway common c~.rrier services. 

M~my of the consignoe witnesses had not used the permitted services 

of applic~nts, and f~iled to show substantial reasons why the exist­

ing certificated carriers could not meet their needs. Exceptions 

to this general situation occurred with respect to witnos50S located 

in Ord.Bond, P~lermo, Sutter ~ndWoodland, who received shipments 

from the Bay .Area, and Woodl~nd witnesses who shipped to Sacrr.-mento 

V~llcy points and were of the opinion that the Woodl~nd torminal 

proposod by applic?nts would be of grc2t ~ssist?nce to them in making 

such shipments. Destination pOints mentioned by th0se latter wit­

nesses include Yuba City, ~furysville, Gridley, Oroville ~nd Chico. 

A fow other witnesses had a need for ~pplic2nts' services for 

occ~sion~l shipments mOving locally between other valley points. 

Some of the Bay Are~ shipper witnesses testified they 

h;:lvC b"::,;,m using ~pplicents! permitted .service end will continuo to 

do 50 if this certificate 1s gr~~tQd. The bulk of the shipments of 

these Witnesses, as disclosed in the exhibits heretofore discussed, 

is concentretcd in the area between Colus~, Yuba City and Woodlpnd. 

Other witnesses wero using upplic?nts' certificated service and 

found it highly s~tisrnctory. Thoy ~lso have shipments moving to 

most pOints ~~ong U. S. Eighway 99W between Woodl~nd and Corning, 

pnd w~nt applic?nts to Servo th~m in that territory. Although some 

of these witnesses (four) huve spoci~l problems with r~fcronco to 

stoel, pipe, refrige~~tcd drugs ~nd fresh meats, th~t they cl~im are 

not bving solved by the existing carriers, they arc so row in number 

tht'.t we c~nnot find a public noed for add1t1on~l services to this 

~rc~. No subst~tial evidence was presented concerning tho nre~ on 

U. S. Highw~y 99E north of Chico. 
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Witnosses ~~re producod by protest~nts who testified, in 

g~ncrnl, thet their shipping noeds were being fulfilled satisfnc­

torily by these carriers. Both Merch~nts Express Corporation and 

Southern Pacific - ·Pacific Motor Trucking pres~nted testimony as to 

th0ir physic~l opor~tions and timo schedules. Morchants also 

presented n traffic study for the week of Febru~ry 5, 1951 which 

disclosed thnt 88 por cent of its shipments to the area involved 

from Bay Aro~ pOints were overni~~t. Of the pOints sought to be 

served by ~pp1ic~nts, }wrch~nts docs not sorvc Olivehurst, Palermo, 

H~milton City, Glenn, Ord Bend, Princeton, Yolo, and pOints on 

St~te Eighw~y 24 between Wooel~nd ~nd Yuba City. Southern Pocific -

Pacific Motor Trucking do not serve Meridian, Olivehurst· and Sutter. 

The evidence produced by those protestnnts is not convincing that 

thoro is no need for ~pplicants' s~rvices in the area involved. 

Upon the record ~e find that public convenienco and neces­

sity require thpt the applic~tion be gr~:.ted to the ~tent set forth 

in the ensuing order. The request for relief from Section 24(a) of 

the Public Utilities Act will be deniJd without prejudice. 

Public hearings hnving beon held ir. the abovc-cntitlod 

proceeding, and the Co~is=ion upon the evidence received hnving 

fo~~d th~t public convonience and necessity so re~uiro, 

IT IS ORDE:ED: 

(1) Th~t ~ cortific~tc of public convenience and necessity 

be ~nd it is hereby gr~~tcd to Walter J. Jo~~son ~nd Rose A. Johnson 

authorizing th~ est~blishmont ~d opor~tion of ~ service as a high­

wcy common cerri~r (as d~fincd in Section 2-3/~ of the Public 

Utilitios Act) for the tr~nsport~tion of gcner~l co~~odities except 

uncratcd household goods and personal .eff~cts, uncrated livestock, 
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liquid petroleum in bQll~, and articles of 'unusu~l v~lue (a) betwo0n 
, " 

San Fr::mcisco, Oakland, EincrYVtJ.lC , Berkeley, Al'b.:my, R1ch1:lond, 

~~lamod'!1 nne. S::tn LC2nc.ro, ".on tho, one h~nd, ~d Wooc!lanc., Yub~ City' 

F.\nc interccd1:3tc pOints, Yuba City, Colus~ anc. intermedinte pOints, 

Chico, Hrue.ilton City and intermediate poin~s, Ha:nilton City, Co~uso. 

~nd intermediatc' pOints, 01iv~hurst ~nd Palermo, on the other hend, 

nnd (b) locally between ~ll pOints north of Woodl~~d, including 

Woodl~nd, herein or heretofore authorized to bc sorvee by ~pplicnnts. 

(2) That, in'providing service pursunnt to tho certificate 

herein gr~nted~ npplic?nts sh~ll cocply with anc observe the follow­

ine service regulRtions: 

(a) Within thirty (30) days after the effective date 
hereof, applicants shall file ~ w~itten ~cceptance 
of thG certificate herein gr~nted. . 

(b) Within sixty (60) cays after the effective date 
hereof, ~nd upon not less than five (5) days' 
notice to tho Cocmission and the public, applicants 
shall cstablish thc service herein authorizcd, end 
comply with the provisions of General Order No. 80 
and Part IV of General Order No. 93-A by filing, in 
triplicate, anc concurrently caking effective, 
tariffs and time schedules satisfactory to the 
COI:l!'lission. 

(c) Subject to the authority of this COomission to 
change or moeify thoe by further order, applicants 
shall conduct opc~2tions,pursuant to the certifi­
cate heroin granted ov~r ~nd along xhc follOwing 
routes; Bctwc~n Yube Cl~y and GcluBa; California 
Highway 20; betwoen Chico nnd H~eilton City: 
C~2irornin Highway 32; betwoon H~1~ton C~ty an~ 
Colusa: Unnu.m.ocrcd hlghi'lc.y; ~.nc! any ava11c.ble 
roads to tho off-line points of 01iv~h\lJ:'st :me. 
Pnlormo. 
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(3) In ~11 other respocts, the application is hereby 

ce:nied. 

The effective dote of this order shall be twenty (20) c~ys 

~rtor the date hereof. 

Dated a~/~QAC~' C~liforni~, this __ C2~~~-~_ day 

f),eZ:'/.-j-L , 1951. of 

\ 

/1 
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Cocmiss1oncrs 
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