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Decision No. ~·6247 ~'j!@11!& 
COMMISSION OF T!!E STATE OF CALIFOR!UA '4L BEFOP3 THE PUBLIC UTILITIES 

In the Matter of the Application ) 
of NEWTON PASSENGER TRA1~PORTATION) 
CQ1.IPANY, INC., a corporation, to ) 
remove restrictions. ) 

Application No. 32674 

FT~ncisX. Vieira, for applicant. . 
Jones, Lane, \'/eaver and Daley, by Gilbert L. Jones, 

for Stockton City Lines, Inc., protestant. 
Bill DOzier, for City of Stockton, interested party. 

QEllilQN 

Newton Passenger Transportation Company, Inc. herein 

requests that all restrictions against its local passenger stage 

service within the city limits of Stockton be removed. The applica­

tion was filed on August 16, 1951, at which time, and continuously 

since July 1, 1951, all pnssenger stage service·s of Stockton City 

L1nes, Inc. were immobilized by a l~oor dispute. The 2pplication 

~llegcs the need for loc~l service by the residents of Stockton 

because of this situation. 

A public he~rine was held in Stockton bGfore Examiner 

Gillard on September 12, 1951, and the m~ttcr submitted for decision. 

The labor dispute involving Stockton City Lines had been 

settled on August 21, 1951, and full service had been restored on 

that date, ~nd Stockton City Lines w~s in full opcr~t1on &t the 

time of the he~ring herein. Appar~ntly because of this'situati?n, 

app1icN'lt during the hearing concentrated . its evidenc,e on the need 

for loce.l service along its Fremont and Waterloo routes, and 

presented no subst~nti~l evidence relative to 3 similar need on its 

run to 'Fr0nch Camp, south of Stockton. The l~ttcr line will thero­

fore be disregarded in ·the ensuing opinion. 

-1-



A-3.2674 SL e 

Eskdnlc Newton, the individual predecessor of applic~nt 

corporation, w~s gr~nted an in-lieu certificate on November 23, 1943 

(Decision No. 36715) authori,zing operctions bl3tween Hunter Square, 

in the City of Stockton, ~nd E. FrGmont Street, ~nd Waterloo Ro~d, 

subject to the restriction that no passengers could be tr~nsported 

whose origin ~nd destination were both between Hunter Square, on the 

one hand, and the inters0ction of Cherokee L~no (Waterloo Ro~d) and 

Wilson WRY, ~nd the intersection of E. Fremont Street end the pro­

longation of Locust Street, on the oth~r hand. L~ the area herein 

involved, the e~storly. city limits of Stockton 11e nlong Wilson Way. 

From Hunter Squ~re, appl1c~ntTs motor conches trAvol castorly along 

B. Web~r and E. Miner to Wilson W?y, and northerly along Wilson Way 

to E. Fremont ~nd Waterloo Road. From E. Miner and Wilson W~y, 

northerly along \vilson Hay, the distance is two blocks to E. Fremont 

~nd six blocks to Waterloo Ro~d. Locust Street lies two blocks 

easterly from Wilson Way. As the result of the restriction cg~inst 

locpl service, passengers boarding applicant's motor coaches in 

downtown Stockton (vicinity of Hunter Squ~re) and destined to points 

along Wilson Way north of E. Miner, c~n dcb~rk' only at E. Fremont 

Clnd Locust or at Wilson Way .md Wc.terloo Road ~ r'nd walk back a 

minimum of two and a maximum of six blocks. 

Th~ Ophir Street line of p~ot~stc~t Stockton City Lines 

p~ra1lels Wilson W2Y two blocks to the west, with ~hc result that 

passengers using this line can rc~ch any point along the section o~ 

Wilson Way hero involved by walking two blocks. 

Rcprcscnt~tives of three b~sinessc$ on Wilson Way testified 

on beh~lf of applicpnt. All d0sired that ap,liCGnt's motor cClaches 

make stops on Wilson Way, for the benefit of th~ir customers or 

employees. Conc0rnir~ the customers, it was stated by two of these 

witnesses that they were inconvenienced b~ having to walk two blocks 
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to protestant's Ophir Street line. Relat1ve to the employees, it 

was stated that those who lived with1n the city had to walk two 

blocks, whether applicant's or protestant's motor coaches were used. 

M~~y had compla1ned and soce had quit because of this situation. 

The P!incipal of Jefferson Grammar School, located at 

Wilson Way and E. Fremont, testified that 800 pupils attended his 

school. There is no school bus. Most of the pupils live east of 

Wilson Way and are picked up and discharged by applicant right at 

the school. He estimated that from 20 to 80 pupils live west of 

Wilson Way, and th:3.t all walk to school.. If they used the Stockton 

City Lines, they woUld have to walk one ~~d one-half blocks to the 

school from Ophir Street. The western boundary of the school dis­

trict is American Street, eight and one-half blocks from the school. 

He was not certain if any of these pupils would use applicant if it 

were authorized to stop at the schOOl. 

The rest of the witnesses presented no su;stantial testi­

mony relative to the issues raised by the application. 

The vario~ssituatioris described by the four witnesses 

above referred to do not establish a public need for the additional 

operative authority sought by applicant. On behalf of the 1!20 to 80n 

pupils of Jefferson School residing west of·Wilson Way~ it may bo 

that there is a need for public transportation right to the school, 

but if such be the fact it docs not appear on this record. The 

school principal was unable to testify that any of them would use 

the proposed serVice, and no other witness a,pcarcd on their behalf. 

The employees of th0 three business concerns on Wilson Way 

would not be helped by applicant's proposal. Applicantfs system 

docs not cover any appreciable portion of the residential area of 

Stockton, henco the employees of these concerns would not be served 

to or from their homes by this proposal. 
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-The testimony concerning the customers was that, to retain 

their trade, the business establishm~nts had to drive them to town 

(after the customers had left their vehicles for repairs) bec~use 

they wouldn't walk two bloCks to protestantts Ophir Street linc. It 

is not reasonable to assume that the great hurry of thes~ patrons to 

roach downtown destinations is going to be solved by applicant's 

motor coaches, which operate on 1,- and 30-minute headways during 

v~rious periods of the day. 

The record clearly indicates thet a large portion of the 

trouble experienced by applicant is due to the fact that passengers 

who board its motor coaches within the city and w~nt to be discharged 

Within the City, cannot be thus accommodated. H~wever, applicant at 

no time has put. ~ signs on the exterior of its motor coaches to 

indicate that local service cannot be rendered, and such passcngerc 

nre thus misled in their expectations of scrvicc. 

Upon cercful review of the record, we are satisfied, and 

we find, that public convenience and necessity do not require 

npproval of this application. 

Public hearing having been held in the above-entitled 

proceeding, and based upon the conclusions and findings set forth 

in the foregoing opinion, 

• 
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IT IS ORDERED th~t tho ~pplication be and it is heroby 

dcni.od. 

Tho effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) days 

~rtor the date hero~r.~ ~ . 

/JJ Dated at Pl(aJ'i'u?'M4'/~ ,!fA, California, this ,z -><! daY 

of rlJdU.J ,1951. 

Commissioners 


