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~~;; -.I:' Decision NO. ____ ~_·v __ ~_·~_~ ______ _ 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COM!\~ISSION OF THE STATE OF CALI~ORNIA 
I 

I 

In the Mattor of the Applicat10n of ) 
Asbury Rapid Transit System for ) 
Authority to re-route, extend and ) 
abandon certa1n or 1ts presently ) 
author1zed services ror the tr~~s- ) 
portat1on or passenge~s, baggage ) 
a.."lo, express on the following lines·: ) 
San Pernando-U. S. Veterans Hospital,) Application No. 32603 
and San Fernando-011 ve View ) 
sanatorium; that port1on or its ) 
Sunland-Sun Valley (Roscoe)-North ) 
Eol1yv/ooe line between Sunland and ) 
Sun Valley; and North Ho11ywood- ) 
Warner Bl"'os. Studio. ) 

Don L. Campbell and RO~"ley Williams for applicant~ 
C. L. Daniel ~or Sunland-Shadow Hills Civic Association or Sunland 
as protes~"lt. Neville R. Lewis for City of San Fernando, Harman 
R. Bennett for City of Buroank, Paul R. Garver tor F. M. chuob 
~"ld the Board or Public Utilities of Transportation of the C1ty 
of Los Angelos, G. K. Patterson ror Sunland Chamber or Commerce, 
in teres ted parties·. 

OPINION ... ~-----

By this app11cation'A~bury Rapid Trans1t System 

primarily seek~ authority to abandon three port1on3 or routos y 
or its authorized ~erviee= in San Fernando Valley • The . 

extension and rerouting referred to deal only with applicant's 

proposal to combine its san Fornando-Olive View Ho~pit~l line 

17 Dec1~10n No. 1)526 as amended, date~ M~y 1, 1924, on 
Applictl.t10n No. 9989; Deci:lion No • .39061 as amended, 
datod J\ltl.e ll, 1946, on Application No. 27.3.31; and 
Decis10n No. ,31764, datod Fobruary 20, 1939, on 
App11cation No. 22229. 
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and its San Fernando-U. S. Veterans Hospital line, by extending 

its authorized route between olive View S~itorium and the 

1nt~r$ect1on ot Foothill Boulevard and Polk Street. The portions 

to ce abandoned are: 

l. Along san Ferna.""J.do Road between Roxford Street and 

Maclay Street and along Roxford Street between San Fernando 

Road and Foothill Boulevard. 

2. Between the inters'ection of Penrose street a.nd S'Unland 

Boulevard and the intersection .of HillroO"o street and oro Vista. 

Avenue along Sunland Eoulevard, Foothill Boulevard and Oro 

Vista Avenue. ' Also along Hillrose Street and Sherman Grove 

Avenue between the intersection of Foothill Boulevard and 

Sher!'llan Grove Avenue and the intersection of Oro Vista. Avenue 

and Hillrose Street. 

3. Between tho intersection ot Chandler Boulevard and 

Lankers~ Boulevard and Warner Broc. Studio on Olive Avenue , 

in Burbank~ Ca11forn1a, over and along Lariker3h1m Boulevard, 

Magnolia Boulevard, Cahuenga Boulevard~ Riverside Drive and 

Pass Avenue. Rowland Avenue and Olive Avenue are traversed by 

t~s line but are also used in other operations. 

A public hearing was held before Examiner Rowe at 

san Fernando on October 26, 19.51, a.t which time eVidence both. 

ora.l a.nd documentary wa$ adduced and the matter was duly 

submitted for decision. 

Notice ot the hearing and of the proposed aoandonments' 

waz duly published in a newspcper of general circulation in 

San Fernando and a new~paper of general Circulation in Los 

Angeles and posted in the company eqUipment, in the torminals 
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and alor~ the routes ·to be abandoned~ Tho posting wao for ten 

days immediately before the hearing and the publication in the 

s~~ Fo~ndo newsp~por, a weekly publication, w~s made on 

October 25, 19$1, and in tho Los Angeles pa~er, a daily newspaper, 

on October 22, 23 and 24, 19$1. 

Ap.plicant's witnesses testified that mos.t of the 

passengers us1ng tho presont Olive View Sanitorium service from 

san Ferna.."'ldo go all the Vlay to the Sanitorium. Under the pro

posal these per:ons will be able to go by applicant's buses to 

this destinat10n by the rev1sed route. Those persons pl"osently . 
using applicant's service along San Fernando Road can avail 

themselvos of the local service along that bighway presently 

ottered by Continento.l Tre,ilways and by Greyholmd. The only 

portion ot this route wbich will be left without service by the 

aba..'"ldonmen t will be along Roxtord Street between Sa.n Fernando 

Road and Foothill Boulevard. For the seventeen months' period 

commencing with April, 1950, through August, 19$1, the operation 

ot the Olive View Line hAs :hown 0. loss or ap~rox1mately l$¢.per 

!:lile tor the total of 67,.$20.9 miles operated. It is the opinion 

ot applicant Ts w1tnes$es that the co~o1ned lines to the U. S. 

Veterans H03pital and to Olive View Sanitor1um can be-made to' 

at lea$t meet out-ot-pocket costs. According to their opinion 

no reasonable tare 1ncrea$~ could make the present operation 

pro!'1ta'ole. The few res1c1.0nts along Roxford S·treet who 

appeared in opposition testified to their individual in~onven

ionce but ofrered no evidence contradictory to tb.a.t of :appl1ca.nt 

l:'"egarding revenues wh.ich could be derived trom the present. 

operation,> The resolut,1on of the City Council of the ~1ty of 

-3-

I 
I 
I 



e 
A.32603 - JD * 

San Fernando expressed disapproval of the proposed abandonments o~ 

service but contained no facts to show that applicant should be 

r~quired to continue an operation which is resulting in a substantial 

loss. 

An even greater loss per ~1le is shown on the Sunland

No:'th f.ollywood line. There. the total mileage operated during 

the saQe seventeen monthsr period was 1~,0?7.~ and the revenue 

PCI' mile has been 19.5¢ or more than 20¢ lo~s per mile as the 

companyfs system cost is slightly in excess or 40¢ per mile. 

The opposition to this abandonment took the form of testimony 

as to individual inconven1'ence o~ passengers in the Sunland 

area, and statements of population in the area, as to the need 

for bus service to maintain real estate values, and comparisons 

with bus service in other areas partieularly in the east. It 

was generally conceded that tr~s portion of the line could not 

be made compensatory. The request on ber41f or the Shadow-Hills

S~nland CiVic Association that Commission action on the appli

cation be deferred tor a year a~pears unreasonable in view of 

the con:inued and steady loss over this route and the absence 

of any eVidence that conditions will i::provc ::'$ ~ar as bus 

revenue is concerned. 

Thc:"e wc.s ~o opposition expressed to the request 'CO 

abandon the SE':"vicc b~t,·rce!'l North Iiollyw-ood and ''/arne:- Ero:;. 

Studio. On Sc?tom~er l2, 1951, a total of 68 passengers were 

carried over tr~s line. Th~ total mileage operated that day 

was 92.8 and the revenue pcr mile was $.073. This line has 

never proved rem~crative. 

Upon full consideration of the record in this proceed

ing, it is found as a tact that the portions of routes sought to 
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be aoandoned have not been protitable~ but have been carried on 

at a substantial loss, ~d car~ot be made profitable. The 

proposed route change appears to be justified 'by the fa.ct:; of 

record and will be authorized. 

ORDER ....... - -..-

Application a~ above entitled having been tiled, a 

public hea~1ng having been held, the Commi~s10n being fully 

aevi~ed 1n the premises and the matte~ being under submission, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

1. That the route descriptions added to Decision No. 13526, 

dated May 7~ 19~, on Application No. 9989 of original Stage L1n~J 

the predeceseor of applicant herein, Asbury Rapid Tra.."lsit System, 

by Decision No. 41331, dated March 16, 1948, on Application 

No. 28963 be, and such route descriptions hereby are amended to 

::-ead as follows: 

Commencing at Asbury Transit System1 s depot 
at 726 San Fern~do Road in the City of 
San Fernando; thence via San Fernando Road, 
Wolt~ki11 Street, Truman street, Maclay 
street, Seventh Street, Borden Avenue, Polk 
Street, Poothill Boulevard, to and through 
the grounds ot the Olive Viow Sanitorium; 
Footh1~l Boulevard, Sayer Street to ane 
through the grounds ot U. S. Voterans 
Eoopital; returning via Sayre Street, Foot
hill Boulevard, Polk Street, Borden Avenue, 
Seventh Street, Maclay Street, S~ Fernando 
Road, ChatsVlorth Drive and Celis street to 
said depot. . 

2. That, in all other re~pects said Decision No. 13$26 

as amended and as applying to applicant Asbury Rapid Transit 

System, ~hall remain in tull torce and effect. 
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.3. That said Asburj Rapid Tran:1t System be, and it 

hereby is, authorized to abandon and discontinue passenger stage 
, 

service over and slong tho follov~ng ztreot~ and highways: 

(a) Along Roxtord Street between Olive 
View San1torium at Foothill Boule
vard and the intersection of Roxford 
Street and San Fernando Road and 
along San Fernando Road between its 
1ntorsection with Roxford Street and 
its intersection w1th Maclay Street 
in the City or San Fernando, California. 

(b) Between the intersection or Penrose 
Street and Sunland Boulevard, and the 
1Qtorceet1on or Hillrose street and 
Oro Vista Avonue along Sunland 
Boulevard, Foothill Boulevard and 
Oro Vista Avenue. Also nlong Sherman 
Grove Avenue between Foothill Boulevard 
and Hillrose Street and along Hillrose 
street between Sherman Grove Avenue 
and Oro Vista Avenue. 

(c) Between the inter:ect10n or Chandler 
Boulevard and tankershim Boulevard ~n 
North Hollywood and Warner Bros. Studio 
on Olive Avenue in Burbank, over and 
along tankershim Boulevard, Magnolia 
Boulevard, Ft1verside DriVe and Pass Avenue. 

4. That app11can'c be, and it hereby is, authorized to 

cancel all fares, rule3, regulat10n$ and schedules applying to 
, 
I 

the $ervice horein authorized to be abnndoned b:v order-ing 

paragraph numbered 3 herein. 
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S. That, at lea~t five ($) days prior to the change~ 

and abandonments of service herein authorized, applicant ~hall 

post notice thereof 1n all its buses and terminals. 

The effective date of this order shall be twent1 (20) 

days after the da te he·reof. I 

Dated a~~& dett.::',ce.11forn1a, thi3 4t2d 
day of '?l.4t1d ~4,g~ / 19.51. 

. . \ . 
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