
Decision No. 4.6469 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMXISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFO~~IA 

In the Matter of the Application) 
of SOUTHER..'t'.T PACIFIC COM?A.NY and ) 
of RAILWAY EXPRESS AGENCY, I~C.,) 
for authority to eiscont1nue ) 
agency at Rutherford, County of ) 
Napa, State of California, ane ) 
to ma1ntain said station as a ) 
non-agency_ ) 

Application No. 32477 

R. S. Myers, for applicant~. 
1. S. Wilson and .1. E. H;)nlon, for The Order of Ra1lroad 

Telegraphers, protestant. 
John DAniel, Jr., for Inglenook V1neyard Co., protestant. 
Otto A. Gr~rnlow and H8rrv Conrey, for Beaulieu Vineyard 

Co., protestant. 
George A. Lincoln, for Lincoln Power Farm Equipment Co., 

protestant. 0 •• 

John 01ne~, for St. Helena Chamber of Commerce, prot~stant. 
Gustave ~hrens, for The Handy Store, protestant. 
Steve Leitner, for The Rutherford Grocery, protestant. 

o P 1. N ION -_ ... ------
(10 

The Southern Pacific Company herein requests authority to 

convert its station at Rutherford, Napa County, from an agency to a 

non-agency ·stat1on. 

A public hearing was held at Rutherford oefore Commiss1oner 

Mitchell and 'Sxaminer S1lvcrhart. 

Applicsnts' agency stations nearest Rutherford arc St. 

nelena and Yountville, distant therefrom 4_2 miles easterly and 

5.4 miles westerly, respectively. 

If the application is granted, prepaid c~rlood shipments 

will be delivered at ~uth~rford as will collect carload shipments 

where1.n the shipper or consignee hOoS arrangod fer extension of credit 

(1) Railway Express Agency, Inc., joined in the appl1cation_ 
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(2) 
by applicant. Notification to consignees will be effected by the 

agent ~t St. He10na by means of U. S. postal card and telephone 

(if ~v~ilable). Arrungcrr.cnts to obtain curs on outbound movements 

would be made with the agent ~t St. Helena end could be consummated 
(3) . . 

vic telophone. Sto:e-door pick-up and delivery within a radius of 

ono mile from the Rutherford station for less-than-carlo~d shipments 
.. 

is presently afforded by Pacific Motor Trucking Company which will 

continue to render such service. Consignees who arc not located 
., 

within the Pacific Motor Trucking Company de11very zono will be 

not1:f'i~d by the agent at St. Helena that such shipments have been 
(4) 

locked in the warehouse 3t Rutherford and consignors outsido of 

such zone may de~os1t outbound shipments in the war0housc. Shippers 

ond consignees would gain access to the wsrchouse by moons of keys 

~ade nvailable by npplicnnt. Payment of freight chorges and surren­

der of thO bill of lading to the ogent at St. Helena will be required 

in order to effect delivery of shipments consigned to shippers' ordcr. 

A?plic~nt docs not render passenger service to Rutherford. Express 

traffic will be processed by the ogent oither at St. Helona or. 

Yo~~tvill~; bills, however, will be issued ct St. Helena. P~1lrocd 

shipping documents will continue to indicate Rutherford ~s pOint of, 

origin on outbou.~d mov~mcntc. 

App11c~ntst ~xhibit 2 sct~ forth the volume of freight 

t~offic handled at Rutherford during tho two twclve-~onth ?~r1ods 

which ~nded Juno 30, 19;0, ~nd J~~e 30, 19$1, respectively, ond' may 

be summarized os follows: 

(2) Whero a eonsignee ::-\)SZ0.s:~CS a prlvntc spur track, cors are 
placed thereon without rurth~r notico. 

(3) Tho evidence shows th~t such a telephone call would not entail 
toll cherges os Ruthertord 3nd ~t. Helena ore in the same . 
telophone exchange. 

(4) A'pplicants' sto.tion supervisor stated th:?!t it would be responsi­
ble for loss ond pilferage in and from tho war~houso. 
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C~rlo~dz lriarease-Decrea~e 
Fwd. Reed. Fwd.. -Reed. 

Less-than­
e::trlof-ld (Tons) Ine.-D~e. 

F"N'd. .Raed. 
~- - - ~. ~. 

Year Ended 
Ju.~e 30, 1950 40 23 

Year ~nded 68 10 
June 30, 1953. 

70% 

100 

56.52% 124 

58 

58 

The financial result of the operation at Rutherford is 
( 5) 

illustrated by the tabula~;ion following: 

Year Ended 
June 30, 195'0 

(1) (a) 
(b) 

System Operating ratio 
System operating ~atio 
excluding station expenses 
RatiO station expenses (c) 
to revenue 

(2) Gross operating revenue 
Rutherford (in dollars) 
(3) Carload - local 
(b) Carload - interline 
(c) Less c~rload ,- 10co1 
(d) Less carload - interlin~ 
(e) Express 
(f) Westorn Union 

TOTAL 

(3) Cost of handling freight 
traffic exclusi·'~ of stction 
expense 

(4) Station opcr~ting cost at 
Rutherford, 

(5) Total Cost handlin.g Rutherford 
traffic 

(6) Amount by which cost exceeds 
revenue 

82.22% 

77.91% 

4.31% 

$3,851 
9,724 
1,826 
2,52§ 44 

1 
$18,373 

$15,456 

3,686 

19,142 

769' 

Year Ended 
June 30,. 125'1 

80.52% 

76.57% 

3.95% 

$ 3 2l+l+ 
l2~4'50 
2,004 
2,996 

490 

12l,l81+ 

$17,571 

3,872 

2l,443 

259 

Six public witnesses, of' whom all but two":are connec't,cd 

with th~ neighboring wine growing industry, testified in' opposition 

to tho application. 

c. Y~ragliano, whose !3r~ is one quort~r of a mile distant 

from tho station (thus within Pocific Motor Trucking Company's 

($) Dota dcrivod from opplicants' EXhib1t~ 1 and 3. 
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pick-up and dolivery zone) testified that ho had not forwarded or 

reC01vcd carload shlp~ents; that he hod received loss-than-c3rlond 

shipments, including one store-door delivery. His test1~ony 1ndlc3tcd 

thAt h~ mckcs some express shipments during the Christmas zeason and 

that closing the station would result in little inconvenience. 

George A. Lincoln, a de~ler in fnrm implements and tractors 

at Rutherford, test1f1ed thnt a non-agoncy station 1s not os con­

venient ~s an agency station; that he would ~ncur greater expense it 

he tr~veled to St. Helena in ordar to rorwt\r~ express shipmel"'.ts. 

This witnoss' testimony shows that he receive::; most ot his less-than­

carload sh1pm~nts, store-door; th3t he does not forward cerload:; and 

has not received an inbound carload shipment 1n tan years. 

Otto A. Gramlow, treasurer of Beaulieu Vineyard, testified 

thot his coopany makes rDil ~nd express shipments from Rutherford; . 
thot closing the stotion would be a great inconvenience nnd would 

reqUire ~~m to acquire on $dd1tion~1 mon and truck in order to 

tr~nsport shipments to St. Helena; that the Bcoul1eu Vineyard haz 

be~n loco ted ~t Rutherford for over ;0 years and hns an estoblisncd 

nome throughout th~ 'O'nit\?d Stat~s; th0t there would be some detriment 

to its business if the nome I'St. Hclen~ If W2S sc~n on the expr~ss 

shipping documents; that tho agent ot St. Helena, would afford his 

St. Helena customers b~ttcr s~rvicc th~n would be extcndod BC3u11eu 

Vin~ya~d. Cross-cxaminot1on of the witness developed thot his compony 

has its own spur trnck whcr~ c~rs nrc picked up; th~t he thO'lght he 

would protlptly obtoin cnrs for outbound movements from the St. Helena 

ogcnt; thnt Boaulieu Vineyard's lnbols on its bottles, crat~s and 

p~ckogcs will continue to show Rutherford, Co11fornia, as its locetion; 

t~t ho ships by truck at customer's order; thct he utilizes trucks 

to corry shipments to piers because rail movcm~nt ent~ils a longer 

t1::c in transit. 
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John Daniel, Jr., managing partner of the Inglewood 

Vineyard and R~nch stated that closing the Rutherfordstat1on at and 

from which he receives and forwards freight and express shipments, 

would be an inconvenience to him. His testimony disclosed that in­

"oo'U."ld shipoents con$ist of glass, corks and equipment, most of which 

are transported by truck; that he received one car last year; that 

~~ne comprises outbound Shipments; that such shipments are equally 

divided between the railroad and trucks, that the matter of cars is 

not of great importance as he can obtain them from St. Helena. 

!he supervisor of the Eeaul1eu Vineyard testified that the' 

Rutherford agent attends the bracing and loading of a car and when 

it is completed signs the bill of lading and seals it. The witness 

asserted he did not wish to permit a car to r~main unsealed overnight .. 

J .. Gagetta, a winery owner, stated that ho had very few 

express zhipments. His shipments move in cars whic~ are" scaled by 

the agent at Rutherford. 

In this conn,ection it should be noted that applicants' 

station:n~stc:, testified that arrDngcments could be made to: have the 

s~. Helena agent ~isn bills of lad1ng and seal outbound e~rs ot . 
Ruth0rford and also, that tho train crew could seal a roady outbound 

car. 

The evidence demonstrates that during the two twelve-month 

periods ending June 30, 1950, and June 30, 1951, the total revenue 

derived from express traffic amo~~tod to $448 and $490, respectively. 

Carload shipments receivecl in the twelve-month period ending June 30, 

1950, averaged 1.91 cars per month ond declin~d to an average per 

oonth of less than one car for the twelve-month p~riod ending June 30, 

1951. The evidence olso indicates that revenue at Ruth~rford is 
• 
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(6) 
dor1v~d chiefly from corlo~d tr~tfic which c~n be handled adequatoly 

wi thol).t n~cd of an ngont and tb.~t :1.ncomc produced by ·other than' 
. 

carload traffic is not commensurate with the CC'st of 'maintaining 

Rutherford as on ogency station. 

Upon eonsiderntion of ~ll the focts, as disclosed by the 

evidenco herein, ond the npp11cation thoroto of ell the f~ctors 

pertinent in a :proceeding of this kind, wo conclude that the public 

interest will not be dis served oy atlthor1zing the discont1nuonce of 

agency service at Ruth0rford.. The application will be granted. 

o R D E R ... -...-.. - ~ 

A public hearing having boon hed and based upon the·ev1dcncc 

therein adduced, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) That Southern P$cific Company is authorized to dis­

continue ag:?ncy serv1co at Ruth~rrord, N<:lpa County, subject to the 

following conditions: 

(6) 

s. It shall maintain s3id st3t1on in a non-agency status .. 

b. It .shall give not less than ten (10) days' notice t~ 
the public of the discont1nuance of ng€)ncy service by 
post1ng notice theroof ~t sa1d st~t1ons. 

c. It sh~ll provide storog~ at scid stat10nin a suitable 
structure u.~der lock, for less than carlond freight 
shipments, supply keys th~refor, to be kept at con­
venient locations n~3rby, end maintain notice ct such . 
station informing patrons wher~ th~ keys may be obtainod. 

Forty c:?rlo~ds werO forw~rded in tha Y0D.T ending June 30, 1950, 
of which 39 were cars of wino, and all 68 c3rlo~ds forwarded in 
19,1 consisted of wino c~rs. 
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d. Tha authorization her~in granted shall lapse if not 
exercised with1n 90 days after th¢ effective datG 
hereof unless furth~r t1me 1s granted by subsequent 
order .. ' 

e. Within 30 days after discontinuance of service as herein 
authorized, Southern Pacific Company shall notify this 
Commission thor~o:f'·end of compliance ",1.th the conditions 
hereinabove set' forth. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) days 

from tho d3te hereo!. 

D3~ed a~/~jlai / , Ca11forn1~, th1~d~Y of 

Cz74-tW£1d'6l.{ L, 1951,. , 

Preside 

" . 


