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Docisiorn Wo. 4:.64.94.

BEFOXE DHE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THI STATZ OF CALIFOKIIA :

In the Natter of the Application of SOUTHLRN PACIFIC )
COMPANY to disconmtinue all regular passonger sexrvice Application No. 32545
between Black Butte, California, and the California~ )
Orogon State 1line nmear Hilt, California. )

Z. J. FOULDS, for spplicant

TRED G. SEIG, Legislative Ropresentative, appesring for tho
Ordor of Railwoy Conductors, Protestent.

NORMAXN M. GRZEN, appearing for F. G. Pellett, State Reopresentative,
Brotherhood of Railroed Trefnmen, Senm Franeisco, California,
Protostant, and T. F. Cerson, State Reprosontetive, Brotherhood
of Railroad Trainmen, Tho Dalles, Oregon, Protestaont.

WILLIAM I. GUNLOCK, Legiclative Reprosentative, for tho
Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen cnd Enginemen, Protestent.

ROE E£. BRADSEAW, -appoarfag. £or the Brotherhood of Locomotive
Firemen and Enginemen, w~rotostant. '

JAMES B. HANRATTY, for Mount Shaste Iodge 312, Brotherhood of
Locomotivo Firomen and Tnginemon, Protestent.

FLOYD M. CRE4SON, for the Genersl Committco of AdJustment,
Brothorhood of Loccmotive Engineors, Southorn Pacific
Systom, Protoestent.

EARL 4. SHOUPE, for the Brothorhood of TLocomotive Engincers
of Dunsmuir, Califorais, Division 425, Protestant. '

FXED 0. LLOYD, for the Dunsmuir Chember of Commerce,
Interested Poxty.

JOHEN E. CARKIN, Counsel and Direoctor, oppotring for the Publie
Thilities Commicsioner of Oregon, interosted party.

QRLNZIQOX

Zy thic application Southern Pacific Company scoks authority to discon—
tinte regular passcager sorvice by rail botween Black Butte, California, 2nd the

Californie-Oregoa Steto line near Zilt, Celifornia.
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Applicant prosertly oporates inm this territory two passonger trains,

No. 328 from Dunsmuir, Califormia, to Crants Pass, Orogon, and No. 327 from Grants
Pass to Dunsmuir. These trainms provido tho oaly rail passenger service between
Black Butte and the Californio-Oregon State lime noar Hilt, and it is thoir 6por;
ation “bat applicont secks to discontinue.

Public hearings were hold in Dunsmuir on Soptombor 12 and 13, 1951,

- before Commissioner Mitchell and Examiner Gidson, tho metter was submitted, and
ic now ready for decision. |

Tho line involved is part of applicant's so-colled Siskiyou line, which
leaves the main San Francisco=-Fortland lime at Black Bu.tﬁe, 23 miles north of'
Dunzmuir, and rejoins thisc line at & point just south of E\zgoné, Oregon. Aﬁ one
time the Si§kiyou Lino was tho principal route of rail travel bBetweon California
and Oregon points, dut sinco the opening of the Coacade line 4t hee become. Pro=-
grossively less usoed due 10 tho stecp grades and shoxp curvaturo.

Tredin No. 328 4c scheduled to leave Du.nzmuir at 2:25 p.a., ccmwctin.:;
with the "Shesta Daylight! which deperts from Son Francisco at 7:145 s.m. The
trein leavee Bleck Butte, 23 milos from Dunsmuir, at 3:25 p.m., ond Hilt, the leost
shation in Celifornic, 8l miles from Duncmuir, &t 5:48 Pele, 2ad errives in Gronts
Pass, Oregon, 153 miles from Duncmuir, ot 9:05 p.m. Ashland o.r;d Medford, Oregon,
are served ex route. | |

- Southbound train No. 327 loaves Gremts Pass, Oregon, 2t 9:50 a;m., .
prstes through Eilt, Californie, at 1:03 p.m., and orrives in Dunsmir at 4:25 PaZe
A connectior is medo with the "Shrste Deylight! leaving Duasmuir at ‘5 :00 p.n., and
arriving Scen Francisco ot 1l:15 p.n. |

The elapsed time from Dunsmuir to Grants Poss 4s 6 hours, 40 minutes,
repreoseating cn cverage apood of 22.9 m.p.h. Southboﬁnd tho clapsed time is
6 rours, 35 minutes.

Ividonco was to the effect that the slow specds on this line are

occesioned by the mowntainmous terrzin and numerous curves. Applicent's witness

. ._2.-
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testifiod thut rocligning or robuilding the Siskiyouw Lino to permit higher spoeds

would involve an expenditure which was considered unroasonable in light of the
potential traffic.

The trains operated on this lino normally &re powered by ctesnm ongines
end consict of four cars; two for mail, Baggage and axpress, axd two for PLOIONLOTS.
The comch &ssignod to each train hes been ontirely refurbished and oquipped with
mycezn focm rubber roclining seats, identiccl with those used on the company's
most modern tradns. The cocond possenger~cirrying car 4s 2 lounge car with o |
sanck bor serving sandwighes and light refreshments.

The advertising literature deseriding tho Siskiyouw Line and its points
of iantercst wac introduced as exhidits by epplicant.

Applicant's witnesses Yestified a# %0 the number of pissengers crrried
on these tradns during 52 days in May, Jgne. August, and, September, 1951. It was
stated thet in these n.:onth'.: tae troffic is comewhot higher than the a.vemge throughe

out the yeor. The figuros are as follows:

NORTHBOUND — TRAIN 2328

Frop Points L :
¢ South of : On 7328 42 : On 328 in T
To Points : Dunemufy : Celifornia : Oregon ' : Totnl - :

02 v328 in California 71 76 - 147
On ¥328 4n Oregon 360 38 %) K38
Noxth of Grants Pass &9 - = 4%

TOt&l ®« > & * * s @ b96 ll“ % 650
ATOTALC POX QLY o o o o o o o o o o o 0 o = 2 o s o v o o o A2

SOUTBEOUXD - TRAIN w327

: : Frem Points :
: : North of : Qn %327 4n : On 9327 4n :
: To Pointe : Grents Pageg:  Oregon California :

On #327 in Oregon - 302 -
On 9327 4n California 3 54 70
South of Dunsmuir %3 423 104

Total o o v o v v v . 56 779 v
AVerage POX dAY ¢ o o o ¢ e v 2 o 8 o s b e e . s e .. 19
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From the foregoing tablec 4t will be noted that 147 northbound Passengors
and 174 southbound passengers (o total of 6 per day) wore oither Californis intro-
ctate passengers on trains Nos. 327.328 or were persons moving between points norﬁh
of Dussmuir in Coalifornia on the one hand and points south of Dunsmuir on the other.
Tne balence of the passongors wore interstate or intrastato in Oregon.

Exhidit No. 23 presented by one of applicent’s witnesses showed 4n detail
the pacsenger revenues of the two trains, as well as the total oporating costs, and '

thease iioms are summarizod below:

Poxr Day  Per Year

Roventes (Ave =3

Passengers, Moil, Beggoage, Express ' 15159.12_ 98,078

mpennes (Miract s

Wages (Troin Crows, Engine Watchman ond Poyroll Taxes Oaly) 315.36 115,106
el W0.73 - 51,366
L5, 00k

Other Direct Ixpenscs a3.%0

Totel directly asoigned EXPenses « v « « « o o o o . . 5579.-39 $2L,476
Loss, besed on directly assigned Expenses only © 420,27 153,396
Alocetod Zxpenses (Mointenence, Depreciation, Casualties,

Superintendence, Doficit on Lounge Car, Emil of Company
Metoricl, Wege Incroases not otherwice shown, Payroll Taxes) _ 6585.93 239 414

Tot&lmmneficit-..--..-.-.--..--.yﬁl.gzélggw
The foregoing tzble sbows thet the costs for the fuwel o4l, trein crows,

engine watehman, ond their cosoclioted poyroll toxes slone are zlmost triple tho
revenueos derived from the operation.

Applicent conceded that tho operction of the Siskiyou Line, considering
Dotk freight and possenger traffic, was conducted profitably. EZowever, 4t contended
that PL.8scoger operdtions alono over this line wcre‘unz-cmore.t:.ve..

The testirmony indicated that ot one time those two trains connected with
treins Nos., 1L and 20 at Dunsmuir mthpr then with the "Shosto leigh‘as," and in
order for pacsengers to travel botween points scerved by these traine :c..nd. Sen

Francisco 1t was nocessary for them to secure Pullman accommodations or vlse sit
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up &4ll night in a day coach. About a year ago, in an effort to make fhe service
more attractive to passcngers nmoving %o and from the Son Frahcisco area, the |
schedules on trains Nos. 327 and 328 were changnd 30 that they connocted with the
"Shaste Joaylights" ot Dunscuir and permitted passengors living either 4n San
Prancisco or Crants Pass, Oregon, to zake tho trip to tho othor eand of the line
entirely within ono day. 7Tho oclapaed times from the oxtremitics of the route
were docrcased from L4 hours, 40 minates im one direction and 19D hours iz the
other, %o 13 hours, 20 minutes in one direction &and 13 hours, 25 minutes in tho
other. The fares wore matorially decreasod because 4t was ro longor necessary
%0 odtain Pullman accommodations.

' At the same timo those changes were made tho moro comfémﬁle passeager
cquipment presently oporated was plucoed 4n servico. Bowever, applicant’s wite
nesses testifiod that 4n spite of theso offorts to make the service more atirac-
tive, additional passcongors were not obtained.

Exhibite were introduced showing the amount of pirallol bus sorvice
prosently rendored by both tho Pacific Greyhound Lines and tho Continental Trail-
ways betweea Dunsouir and the Californio-~Oregon State line near Hilt, as well as
intermediateo pointc and Orogon points as far north as Graats Pasz. Some 14 bus
trips in one direction and 15 trips ir the other are oporated by the two bus
ca':-rierc perclleoling trains Nos. 327 and 328. These tuses do mot serve oll rail
pointe, but all principal ruil stations aro sorved with the exception of Montaguo.

The olapced time from Duaswmuir $o tho State line by buz vories from
1 hour cnd 45 minutes to 2 hours amd 50 mimutes, which 4s from ome=half hour to
14 hours faster then the rail service. Comparable savings iR ¢ime are provided
to other points. |

Other testimony pointed out thet the railroed iz parelleled by V.S,
Highway No. 99, o modern highwoy pormitting much higher speeds than on the railrosd.

As 2 cudstitute for trains Nos. 327 eand 328 appli’ccmﬁ pProposes o make
arraﬁgements with a dus cowpany for bus transportation connecting with the''Shrsta
Jeylights? ot Dunswmuir cnd serving the same pointc o3 do the two trafins. The
ruvning time for the substitute Bus service would de from 44 o 73 minutos locs

Yetween nsmmir and Hilt than dy the treins.

~5—
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It wno testified thet thic proposed bus sorvice would serve all points:
Presently sorved by the railreoed, wita the e;ception of Ager, Ceolifornia. In
eddition, 1t is proposed o give Yreka direct service. The railrond doos not pass
through Yruke and Bus conncctions are mado via Montogue. Applicant’s proposal
would elimisete this tronsfer. The asubstituts dus service wruld seﬁe both
Hornbrook and Eilt railroed stations which are about a mile off U.S. EHighway No.
99. A de luxe air-conditiconed bus would be used in the proposed 30XVECA.

Applicort would provide motor truck service by Pacific Motor Trucking
Company %o handle the heavy baggago cnd expross prosontly moving on troine Nos.
327 and 328. Today & P.M.T. truck cperatos from Dungmuir to the Steto line for
less=thon~curlond froight, end thic schedule will be wsced for the corricge of
oxproas and that bagsoge too dullky to deo placed’on the busce. Actuall&, tﬁi;
éhenge will improve the sorvice ¢f northbount expross shipmeﬁt: ainéé they
presently &rrive at Dunsmuir oo train No. 20 2t 5:55 a.m. aod are hold 8% hours
watil the depérturo of train No. 328. Under tho proposed plen these chipments
would leave Eunsmuir'shcrtiy zfter tha# arrive on trasin No. 20 ecnd would roach
their destinations in C&lifornia‘thét mach sooner.

Represontatives of th@ Pogt Offico Depertmont 4id not mako any eppecr—
ances ot the hoaring. Applicrnt's witnesses testifioed that thc first cleses mail -
does not move on treins Nes. 327 cnd 328 ot the prosent time but is corried on
Star routes oporcting owt of Dunsmuir. They statod that the Post Office Depart-
zent eowld meke similar arrangements for tronsporting other clesses of mail now
deing cexricd on the vreins. .

There was considerablo testimony from protostants to tho offect that
the compeny could make the passenger corvice on tho Siskiyou Line more attractive
by meens of rebuilding tho line 30 Ls 10 permit highor oporating specds and by & o
pore intensive edvertising program dosigned to acqueint the public with thc_sconic';
cteractions of this line. Some eriticicm was directed toward the old typé of
equipment preosently wsed on the trains, As well 23 the foct thet 4t was not always

prosible to obtoin reservitions on the "Sheste Deylight" to and from San Franeiseo.

b
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dewever, wost of these pratestonts admitted thuy had not deen or the tfains in
questisg for severcl ycars and were not femiliar with the refurbiched equipment
tadt bed boen placed in service about o year agu. .

4 momber of tho State Scnato testifiod to the effect th&ﬁ the highweys
iz Sizkiyeu County were not up to 1950 design standards and traffic volumes, &nd
were incdequite to toke the additional lozd thet would de thrown wpon them by 4hc
obzadonment of theso twe trains. Mombers of the Bocrd of Suparvisors »f Siﬁﬂiyou
County testified thut the county rocds over which 4% Lo proposed t¢ oporets the
sudstitute dus service from Groncda vis Montague to Yreka are not & hedvil& cun~
structed as the modn highways and therefore not sultedle £ar the operutionﬁof houvy
vihicles.

Resolutions and staﬁéments of ropresentatives of Chemdors of Commerce,
prrticulerly from Oregon points, wore prosented in opposition teo applicant's
proposed adbendounent.

Ve have carefully considered all of the evidence and have cemoe to the
conclusion cad nsw £Aind that the abandonment of prssenger service as proprscd by
cpplicent herein ic Justified. The dus and truck service proposed will 50 an
sdoquats’ substitute for the trains.

As for the coatention that 4the Stckiyouw County highmay; arg iasdoquate

to cLrry the traffie diverted frem the rails, we mict suy thet 4% docs not Appecr

tht one ndditional Buc por dey 4 each direction would have any spprecisble

:
- ]
- P o

offect on highwey congestion.

It further appecxs that cpplicent hes mado o &ogscienxious effart t~
improve the troin servico by mesnc of botter scheduling, nore confortoole couip=-
went, and cdvertising, «uod yot the troffic h.o not moterialized.

A% tho vime of the hearing upplicsnt hed nvt pede £1rm arrangeasmnts with
oy tus couwpany for the provision of thic substitute cervics: furthermore, 4t was
stated thut oo additional certificate would be required by whatever btus coupany
provides this service 40 points along tho county roeds from Gremada vin Montiypg:
t¢ Yreke. The Ordex willltherofore ba contingent upon the completion'of ALFANSe~

wents bstwaen Southern Pacific Compeny and an nparnting bis econpany, ns woll e

e
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upon tho securing of the nocessary certificate to provide the proposed alternetive
us sexrviec.
Qur ruling 45 confincd %o operations conducted whplly within tho State

of California and subject to the Jurisdiction of this Commiscsion.

Application as 2bovo entitled baving beern filed, 2 pudblic hearing hnving
beon held thoreon, the Commission Yeing fully advized in tho prozises and heredy
finding 4t to be in the public 4interest: |

IT IS ORDERED that Southorn Pacific Company be and 4t horeby 4c authore
ized to diszcomtimue all regular rail possenger sorvice botween Black Butte,.
Celifornic, 2nd the Califoraia-Oregon State Linme near Bilt, Califernia: and olse
to diccontimue the operation of treine Nos. 327 and 328 between Dunsruir cs:nd Black
Butte, Colifernia, cudject to the following conditions:

(%) Changes 4n service chall be made only after ton (10) days!
notice to this Commicsion and to the pudlic.

(2) Adendonment of reil cervice as hercin autborized shall de
mede concurrontly with the esteblishment of subdctitute
motor coach service to points aldong U.S. Highwuy Yo. 99,
with the exception of & detour from Grenads via Momtagwo
to Yreler, and also providing dircct service 1o Hombroolc
and Hilt railroad stations.

Tho effective dato of this Order chall be twenty (20) days aftor the

dote herecf. :
Dated at Cclifomio, MESL

o /ﬂ
UCOEM sionors‘;/




