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BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CAILIFORNIA

In tho Mettor of the Applicction of tho )

Board of Supcrvisors of the County of )

Kern, State ¢of California, for on order ) :

authorizing the construction of a crossing) Application No. 31815
by the County of Korn ovor tho tracks of ) '
the Southorn Pacific Rellroad at & point )

cpproximatoly L1 fecot wost of Milo Post )

315, Koern County, Colifornia. )

Clayton T. Cochran, Assistant County Counsol, for applicont.

Re. S. Myers, for Southorn Pacific Company, protestant.

William R. Peters, Engincoring Division, Public Utilities
Commission ol tho State of California,

QPIXNICON

The County of Kern czeeks an order suthorizing 1t to
construct 2 crossing at grade over the tracks of the Southern
Peelflc Company at Barlow Street in said county in such monner as

is particularly delineated on a map attached to the application.

A public hetring was held at Bakersficld on May 18, 1951,

before Examiner Silverhart and the matter subnitted.

Barlow Street runs southerly from Niles Street to a
point where It terminates at the northerly line of the rallrocd
right-of-way and then as Quantico Avenue continues from the
southerly line of such right-of-way to Brundage Lané. Thqpp 1ls
a grade crossing ot Oswell Road, approximatoly one-halrjglle to
the east of Barlow Street, one at Mt. Vernon Avenue, appfoximately
one-half mile to the west thereof and anothei ot Haley Street,

~within the City of Bdkersrield, approximately one and one-half
miles to the west. |

At the outset of the heoring, the Southern Pacific
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Company offered to install the proposed crossing, including
automatic protection, at its expenso, upon the condition that
the Mt. Vernon Avenue crossing be closed. The spplicant
rojected suckh offer and presented Chérlcs S. Dumble, County
Surveyor; B. 0. Wobber, Conaulti;g Zngineer & Maintenance
Engineor, Highways & Bridges; Walter M. Maitland, Planning
Engineer; Harry W. Greosham, Senior Fire Dispatcher, ond Floyd
Ming, Supervisor, Iin support of the #pplication.

The county surveyor testified that Niles Stroet, Stote
HEighwg Route 57, is the principal rocd for traffic moving
wecterly from the ares north of protestant's tracks to Bakersfield;
thet the proposed crossing would afford access to Edison Highway
and California Avenue and via Quantico Avenuo to Brundage Lone,
and would reduce use of the Mt. Vernon Avenue crossing; that
Oswell Stroet provides accossibllity to such area but dees nof-

extend to Brundage Lane.

The testimony of the consult ing and maintenancoe: engineer
dlsclosed thot 2t the scene of the proposed crossing there are
one spur and two moin line tracks; that the road approach grado
would be about one per cent from the north and about four per
cent from Edison Highwey to the souéh; that Quontico Avenue and
Barlow Street are paved up to the proposed crossing; that there -
is 8 well dbullt up area on the north side of the tracks znd thore
are some housing units on the south side. The witness stated
the county would cssume the expense of constructing the crossing,
bear ome half the cost of insctalling automatic gates and expect
the Southern Paciflic Company to maintaln the crossing between

Lines two feet outside of the outside rails. Ee indicated thati

Edison Highway, which parallols the railroad tracks is heavily
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travelled as is California Avenuve, ond both of these streots
meot 2% 2 sharp angle o short distonce to the east of Borlow
Street. While the wltness asserted the crossing as proposed
would relieve congestion at the Mt. Vernon Avenue crossing ond
would furnish & centrol outlet for the area to the north, he

concedod that there now are other avenues of travel to and from

Bakersfield.

The firec dispatchor testified that the area south of
the tracks and Edison Highway and west of'Mt. Vernon Avenue to
?he Bakeréfield‘city line 1s served by the Niles Streot Station
located north of the tracks ot Mt. Vernon Avenue and Niles
Street. The witness stated that difficulty has been oxperienced

at the Mt. Vermon Avenue crossing Yecause of switehing activities

(L
and the time )consumed by long freight trains heading east in

clearing such crossing.

The testimony of the planning engincer indicated that
bocause existing atreets could carry vehiculor fraffic the
proposed crossing could not ve justified upon the basls of traffic
bonefit alono. The witness declared that the section northeast
of the tracks has had the greatest Increase in population and
that the proposed crossing would afford better safety and
convenience to the peopls iiving in such arec. Upon cross
examination the witness stated that generally the traffic in the
territory here involved flows to md fLrom Bekersfield and that
the proposed crossing would be of no great convenience to through

traflic but was purely of loccl intorest.

(1) The testimony of this witness showed that the Mt. Vernon
Avenue crossing wos used by his fire department 15 times-
since Jemuwary 1, 1951, and that, on the average, one out of
three emergency runs found such ¢rossing bdlocked for periods
of two to four minutes duratior.
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The supervisor's testimony showed that in the locality }///
with which we here are concerned there are between 7,000 sand 8,000
people =esiding to the north of the tracka and 2,000 people living
to the south thereof. The witness testifled that the quickest way
“o reach Bakersfield from the portion of such section lying nortk
of the tracks is via Mt. Vernon Avenuo crossing’south to California
Avenue; that a grade crossing should be constructed somewhere
between the Mt. Vernon Avenue and Oswell Street crossings or &
grade separation Installed at Mt. Vernon Avenue; that the primary

use of such crossing would be for travel to Bakersfield.

Seven publie witnesses testified up?n behall of |
applicant. One such witness, who resides in the area, stated
that he utilized tho Mt. Vernon Avenue c¢rossing several times
daily in travelling to Bakersfield; that on May 17, 1951, ;uch
crossing was blocked 92 times for a total of two hours and seven
minutes; that a substantial portion of the traffic moving to
and from Bakersficld would use the proposed crossing rather
than chance Mt. Vernon Avenue bYeing open; that Mt. Vernon Avenue
crossing 1s hazardous but ho doesn't wish 1t closed; that the

proposed erossing is ncedod as an additional outlet for traffic
to Bakersficld.

A witnoss who resides on Barlow Streot, about one-

olghth of a block north of tho proposed crossing testified that

there are about 275 houses in the area )bounded by Centor

Street, on the north, the tracks on tho south, Webstof Street

(2) ZExhibit No. 2 deplicts such arva 4s an irregularly shaped
parcel of land divided into eight blocks.
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to the wost, and Pentz Street, on the east; that nearly all the
residents thereof work In Bokersficld; that the proposed crossing
would make 1%t easier to travel to Bokersfield and would increase

property valuos.

Other witnesses testified gonorally to the effect, that
the Nt. Vernon Avenuwe crossing was blocked 2 great deal of the
time, delaying ambulances and police vehicles; that meny accldents
occurred at such crossing; that the Mt. Vernon Avenuq croz3ing i3
essentlal ond should net be closed a3 a condition precedent to
the opering of & crossing at Barlow Street; that an additfonal
crossing at Barlow Street os proposed 1s needed to relieve the
situation existiﬁg at the Mt. Vernom Avenue crossing and provide
the section south of the trocks safe access to the Hillerest

Shopping Conter on Niles Streot.

A witness who resides on Barlow Streot testified that a

cerossing in addition to that at Mt. Vernon Avenue is mecessary;
that such additional crossing should, however, be located further
east at Pentz Street because Barlow Streot connects dilrectly with
Niles Streot upon which there are heavy traffic movoments east
and westbound and at the intersection of such streets iIs sitwated

the Horace Mann School.

It was stipulated thet an additional number of witnesses
-were avalladle, who if called, would testify to the same gcnerdl

elfect 28 the public witnesses presented.

Southern Pocific Company protested the granting of the
application. The superintendent of 1ts San Josquin Divizion

tostilied that it operates from 50 to 70 4rains delly across




A. 31815 AM

Barlow Streoct; that of such numbor 18 are passenger troins waich
move past Barlow Strect ot speods betweon 35 to LO mi;es por

hour westbound ond close to 50 miles per hour eastbound; that tho
balance of such number are Lreight trains which proceocd east at
speeds botweon 30 to 35 miles per hour and west between 20 to 25
miles per hour; that not only would it derive no advantage from

o grade crossing ot Barlow Street, but such crossing would Qubjoct
it to incerecsed hazards. The witness stated westbound trains-
consist of 70 to 78 cars and that esstbound trains contain 69
cars, 2 car being approximately 53 Teet.long. He asserted that

1L o grade crossing were opened at Barlow Street, the dlstance
betwoen crossings would be insufficlent to accommodato & train of
such length; 1t would then be-necessary, he said, %o cut the traln,
which operation would require from 8 to 10 minutes, with a similar
period of time comsumed in coupling the train. The same witness
testified that the oxisting crossing at Mt. Vernon Avenue i

: - o 1o 3)Y
extremely dongerous and that™ the number of acclidents > would be

(3) Aéci;}&hts 2t

Mt. Vérnon Avenue Crossing Haley Street Crossing

Oswell Street Crossing

19L7
1948
1949
1950
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higher were 1t not for the efforts of the Southern Pacific Company.
His testimony disclosed that Southern Pacific'Company pProposes
that the Mt. Vernon Avenue crossing be closed, and a grade cross-
ing constructed at Webster Avenue, one block to the east thereof,

including automatic protection, ot its expense.

The applicent has informed tho Commission that 1t 1a
opposed to such proposal. |

The record indicates that a principal reasen odvanced
in support of the application was the delays encountered at the Mt.
Vernon Avenue crossing. In this connection it should be notod
that the evidenco shows that & ¢rossing ot Barlow Streect could be
blocked by the same train moving through or standing ot the Mt.
Vernon ivenue crossing. The record does not show unsatisfoctory
conditlons existing at tho crossing at Oswell Street which affords

acceoess To the area northeast of the railroad tracks.

Tho eovidence doos not demonstrate that tho addlitional
proposec grode crossing 13 necesscry in order to adequately sexrve
the public. The advantogoes which might acerue to the rosidents
of the arco concerned, by way of added convenionce and poszidle
financial benefits aro outweighoed by the dangers and hazards
attendent upon o crossing at grado. Accildont Incidence 1s reolated
to Increases in the number of crossings, thoroforoe grade crossings

of streets and public highways with railroods should bo avoided

wherever 1t 1s possible to do s50. The aspplication will bo deniod.

Although the application did not raise m 4issue as to
the Mt. Vernon Avonuo crossing, applicant and 1ts witnossos

exprossed dissatisfaction with the conditions proval ling at such
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erossing but at tho same time malntoined that Mt. Vernon Avenuo

is a major stroet and insisted that such crossing 1s essontisl

and strongly opposcd its closing. Wo thoreforo doem 1t appropriato
to state that the partles of this proceeding nmight well consider
correcting the unsatis;actory situation at the Mt. Vernon Avenue

crossing as o means of achleving the result sought.

A publlec hearing having been held and based upon the
evidence therein adduced and the findings and conclusions set

forth in the foregoing opinion,
IT IS ORDERED thet Application No. 31815 is denied.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20)
days alfter the date horeof.

Dated at San Francisco, California, this ()éCEZQ; day

o2 L) prp gur Zoas , 1991
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