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Decision No. 46633· . /J':fI!t1i 
BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIPORNr;!. 

In the Metter of the Applics. ti on of the ) 
30A..'IID OF SUPERVISORS OF THE COUNTY OF KERN, ) 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, tor an Order authorizing) 
the construction of a crossing by the Coun~ ) Application No. 32277 
of Kern over the tracks of the Southern ) 
Pacific Railroad, approximatoly 1343.5 feet ) 
South of Mile Post 286.8, Kern County, ) 
California. ) 

Clayton T. Cochran, Assistant County Counsel, for Applicant 
J. o. Reavis, tor McFarland Chamber of Commerce, in support of 

application. 
R6 S. )!yers, for Southern Pacific Company, Protestant. 

OPINION 
--~ ..... ---

In this application the County of Kern requests authority 

to construct a crossing at grade across the tracks and right-of-way 

of the Southern Pacific Company at Kern A.venue in the town of 

McFarland. A public hearing was held 'by Examiner Gannon at McFarland 

on August 30, 19$1, and the matter was submitted. 

The town of McFarland is presently served by two grade 

crossings, Perkins Avenue (Crossing No. B-286.8) and Sherwood Avenue 

(Crossing No. B-287.3) one-half mile apart. U .. S. Highway #99 i3 

the principal business street of McFsrland. The railroad parallels 

the highway immedietely to the east thereof. The 'business establish

ments are on the west side of the highway from Perkins Avenue, on 

the north to Sherwood Avenue on the south, and center D.'bout Kern 

Avenue, the location ot the proposed cross1ng. The proposed 

extension of Kern Avenue is midway between the two existing crossings 

D.nd extends through Southern Pacific Companyts station grounds, 

which would necessitate the relocation of the Southern Pacific 

depot and loading platform. It would olso b~ necessary to relocate 

one block signal ~nd make cert~in track ch~nges in order to provide 

~dequate service to various industries in the immediate area, 
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construct cro~sings 60 fect in width over four tracks, and install 

two No.8 flashing light signals equipped with timing-out devic~s. 

The cost of these changes, together with the np,cessary grading ane 

paving 7 is estimated at approximately $36,000, and applicant states 

it will bear the entire expen~~ o~ constructing the crossing and 

costs incidental thereto. 

Applicant allegos in its application that there i3 a heavy 

volume of traffic that desires to cross the Southern Pacific right

of-way in this neighborhood. Practically all of tho testimony ot 

witnesses deals with the need for a pedestriRn crossing over the 

trscks. The present crossings are at the extreme north and south 

oides ot McFarland and there is no crossing in tho center ~ich 

would lead to the business district of the town. It is further 

alleged that there exists a fire hazard by reason of no centralized 

crOSSing, as the fire station i3 located in the south of the western 

portion and frequently tire trucks must go to the north crossing to 

reach the eastern portion of the to'ffn. 

McFarland has a population of between three and tour 

tho,usand. A la.rge number of intereotec. persona a.ttended the hearing. 

Fourteen were sworn and testified. Of these 14, two were county 

of!'ic~,als 7 two represented oervi ce cl ubs, one was superintendent of 

schools, one a. newspaper publisher, one wac postmaster, one a cjv11 

engineer~ two were housewives l one was a banker, one a hardware 

~erchantl one a public accountant, and one was in the employ of the 

~1vision of Highways. 

It is the contention of residents of the town of McFarland, 

as disclosed by the teotimony, that ope~1ng of the crossing would 

pI'ov1de greater safety for school children and m.ore convenient 
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cccass to the post office and businoos district for residents 01" 

East McFarland. Of 1,000 pupils attending school, 450 nrc from 

the Oo.~)t :::;ide, and of th;;oe 282 walk to school. Of thoso walking 

to sch(:>ol, tho witness te$titied, 215 presently cross the tracks 

at K01')1 .kvenue. Tho others cross ct Shorwood or Porkins. 

In further support of tho &ppl1cct10n residents or the 

tovm 01" McFarland contond that meons of accoss at Kern AVbnuo 1s 

n~cossary in order to tok6 c~rc of tho fire protection facilit1es 

as w~ll cs the police protection of last McFarland. Th0 town of 

McFarland is unincorporatod and thereforo is policed by tho Kern 

County Sh~r1rf's offico. 

Tho test1mony shows that during tho peak s~asons of pototo, 

b~ot, and cotton harvest, the Southern Pacific Company mAinto.ins a 

switch engin~ at McFnrlund 24 hours r. day to provide satisfactory 

service to the various pll'l.nts c.nd packing sheds, and during this 

poriod as mAny as 50 switch movoments o.ro mode doily in the vicinity 

of Kern Avonue extended; consequently, tho crossing if npproved1 

would bo blocked a great portion of the time. Mor0over, the n$ture 

of tho ra1lro~d and shipping ~ctivit1es at McFerlond would r~sult 

in ccrs being stor~d on the siding in such proximity to tho 

proposod crossing o.s to seriously rostrict motor1s'ts! V10WS of 
-

~pproaching troins. These conditlvns, couplod with the fect that 

tim~to.bles permit speeds up to 75 milos pur hour through the.area~ 

lead to tho conclusion that tho proposed crossing would be extremely 

hnzordous. 

A witness fer protestant, r~proscnting American Crystnl 

Sug::1r ComponY1 with c l08ding facility at McFo.rl(-lnd .. testified that 

the npon1ng of the crossing at Kern f~venU0 would render the station 

usel~ss as far as his pl~t is concerned end if tho crossing were 

permi ttod they would havtl to move thoir plant. Tho witness 
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t~stitied that ct pro=ont th~ir practice is to havo 10 to 1$ ccrs 

spotted ot th~ir beot d~~p ~d the string of cnrs is moved f~rword 

one ct n time co th~y ~re loaded. The proposed crossing would 

!'!lco.n thut no more than threo co.r~ cou.ld bel spottod at once o.nd this 

would seriously interfere with their opvrotion. Anothor witness 

tf:)stitied tho.t were it not for 0. hindronco to tho roilrood it would 

be ~n ideal situnt~on 11' crossings were to be constructod at sll 

the streets. 

From the number of potentia.l witnesses cttond1ng the 

h(;j!'lring cnd the testimony of those who actu$.lly tvst1fied, it 1s 

rcasono.blo to concludo that thore is a. well der1n~d segment of the 

population that fevors tho opening of the crossing. It appocrs, 

howcvur, thnt most of tho witnosses dealt with the nocessity 1'o~ 0. 

pcdestrio.n cro=sing. It is not so c10o.r that such witnesses hod 

given full c .:Jnsidcrntion to the hazo.rd rcc tors inv~lvod. The trend 

thr0ughout tho country is toward elimination or soparation Qf 

dc.ngorouo grodo crossings rather than toward the instul1ing of 

new points of potont1o.1 ho.zc.rds. 

It is the settlec policy of the Commission in tho interost 

or sc.foty of tho public, to requiro thnt grade crOSSings of public 

roods with railroe.ds be avolded whenever practicable. In this 

1nstllnce tho cro::sing wuuld 'be 0. ho.zC\rdou.s one :!:Iineo motorists 

would ho.vo to cross f()ur tracks in a busy swi tching aroa and o.lso 

have their view or high opecd tr~1n3 restricted by standlng cars. 

It d,00S not appoCtr thot tho oxicting cross:1ngs nt Porkins Jo"..vonue or 

Shorwood Lvenuo couse circuitous ruuting for tho Fire Dop~rtmont 

sinco the firohouse io located on Shdrwood Avenuo w~st of the tracks. 

ThtiI"EI e.ro oxisting crossings within one-fourth of 0. mile in each 

diroction of tho propo:od crossing. 

It is sugg.;,stod that the County of Kern give cc')nsiderc.t1wn 
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tu the c onstruc ti on ()f a pedestr1c.n ovorp'o..ss c.cross tho trncks 0.3 

well QS ovor U. S. H1gnway #99-

~'lc :lro t>f tho opinion, ~md so find, thnt public convenience 

::nd necessity do not f.lt this time wo.rra.nt the construction (')f n 

grade crossing at Kern Avenuo, nnd thnt tho application should be 

deniod. It will be 00 ordered. 

ORjER - - - --
Public hoaring having beon held in the o.bovc-cnt1tled 

!ll£"ttor end the Comrr..ission o€.ling fully advised~ 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED tho.t tho applicnt10n of the County 

of Kern to construct Korn ~venuc ~t gro.de over the tracks vf 

Southvrn Puc1fic Company be ond the some is h0reby denied. 

The effective dote of this Order shall be twenty (20) d~ys 

~!tor the dut e heroof. 

;Ar.r-= . Doted otx J0..a'?O-e.4 -c < .. ~ C D.li forni 0... th 1 s_ ... ! __ 'Af ........ __ _ 

doy of O--a '"27,d'< a'" ~~ -- ,19S:Z. 
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