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Decision No. 46672 

BEFORE TEE PUBLIC tJTILITIES COmrrSSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Ma.tter of the Investir;ation into) 
the rate:, rule:, regulations, charges,) 
allowances and practices of all common ) 
carriers, high,,~ay c2.rriers ane. city ) 
carriers rel~ting to the transportation) 
of' property. ) 

Case No. tr8c8 

SUPPLEMENTAL OPINIQN AND O.RQ.ER 

F~ghway carriers of property are required to observe 

minimum rates established by the CommisSion. Specific rates for 

radial highway cornmon, highway contract and petroleum contract 

carriers are set forth in minimum rate tariffs. Highway common 

and petroleum irreeular route carriers are required to publish and 

maL~tain in their tariffs rates no lower than the minimum rates. 

All classes of highway carriers may meet the tariff rates of rail­

roads or other' CO!:llD.on carriers ",hen such rates are lower than the 

specifically stated minimum rates. The highi·ray common and petro­

leum irregular route carriers, hOvicver, must first publish and file 

the competitive r~tes in their own tariffs. They havp. made such 

filings in various inst~mces to meet r~.ilroad carlcad (.;ommod:!.ty 

rates. By Decision No. 46572 of December 18, 1951, in Application 

No. 32219, the rail lines were authorized to increase their car­

load commodity r~tes generally by 6 percent. Tariffs establishing 

this increase were m~de effective January 14, 1952. 

By petition filed January 9, 19~2, the Moto~ Truck 

Association of Southern California and The Truck Ow~e=s Association 

of California seek an order authorizing high",ay common and 

petroleum irregular route carriers to increase their rates published 

to meet r~il competition to the extent made necessary by the 

adju:toent of the corresponding rail r~tes. Petitioners ask 
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permission to make these revisions on one dayTs notice to tho 

Commission and to tho public. They also request such othor relief 

as oay be required for the p~oposcd adjustments. They point out 

that high\<J'ay common and petroleur.l irrceul.3.r route c.lrriers arc 

authorized under outsta~ding orde~s of the Commiss~on to deviate 

f~om the specific nini~~~ truck rate levels by estnblishing r~tcs 

as low us carload rnil r~tcs, but arc not permitted to maint~in 

r~tes lo,,:or th:m the r;:il ro.tes., The petition is filed to satisfy 

the reqUirements of Section 454 of the PubliC Utilities Code that 

0.11 rc.te increases proposed by t.::\riff-filin3 comlnon carriers be 

~uthorizcd. 

In the circumst~nces, the proposed ~djustments arc 

justifiee.. One do.y! s notice i::1 filing the adjusted rc.tes has not 

been shown to be sufficient. Five dayst notice will be authorized 

instead. 

Petitioners also seck an order directing all radial high­

woy common, highway contract and petroleum contr~ct co.rriers to 

increase their competitive r='.tes to the ne,,, r~il rC'.te lovel.. To 

eliminate ~y conflict between the ceiling r~tes of highvl~Y contr~ct 

c~~riers ~nd petroleum contr~ct c~rricrs esto.blished t~~der the 

p:-ovisions of gencr~l ceiling price regultt'Cions nnd D.1j1..'Lstcd 

competitive rntes of contr~ct c~rriers, petitioners request th~t 

the Commission file with the Regionnl Director of the Off~ce of 

Price Str.b'ilizD.tion a petition pursu:-.nt to Supplement~ry Regulc.tion 

23 for ndjustment of the ceiling Tntes. 

Under outstanding minimum r~te orders dcvi~tions from .. ', 
tho specific minimum truck r::'.tc levels 'b.! rc.di~l hiShv.:ty common, 

highi>my contrc.ct o.nd petroleum contrQ.ct cO-rriers ~rc limited to 

the competitive r~tes in effect on the date of shipment. Con­

sequently, no further order \>li th respect to these cc.rriers is 
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neccss:lry. HOi·;cver, the requested filing vI th the Office of Prico 

St~biliz~tion ivill bo m~de for tho ro~son ~dvnnced by petitioners. 

In vic,., of tho fact that the r~il ro.tc ndjustments a.re 

no,., a.pplic,".blo, the order heroin will bo :llt'.do offoctive irn.mod1'.:-.tely .. 

Tho~ofore, Good c~uso nppe~ring, 

IT IS h~:SEY ORDEP-ED th~t highi'l~y common c~rriers ruld 

petroleum irrcgulc..r rou'ce cnrricrs m~into.ining, under outstc..nding 

3.uthoriz.'1tions permitting thc a.ltornativo use of r:-.il rates, 

rntcs below the specific minimum truck rate levels otherwise 

~pplica.ble bo a.nd they ~re hereby a.uthorizcd to incrca.se such 

rntcs, on not less th::~n five (5') days I notice to the Commission 

and to the public, to the level of the rail rates established 

pursu~nt to Decision No. 46572 of December 18, 1951, in Application 

No. 32219, or to the level of the specific minimum truck r~tes 

whichever is lower; a.nd that such c~rriers be and they nre hereby 

a.uthorized to depart from the provisions of Ta.ri£f Circular No.2, . . 
Gencrc.l Order ~ro .. 80, Section 1,.60 of the Publie Utilities Code 

~nd Article XII, Section 21 of the Constitution of the State of 
Ca.lifornia., to the extent necessa.ry to m~ke the ndjustmcnts 

~uthorizcd horein. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER OP~ERED that in 011 other respects 

the petition uf the Motor Truck Associo.tion of Southern Ca.lifornia 

ane. The Truck Owners Associ.:'l.,tion of Cnliforni.:l., filed Jo.nuo.ry 9, 

1952, in this procccding,.bc t'.nd it is hereby denied .. 

effective on the date hereof. 

Dated at ~~""""t..c.o,..w..::~..::;,Q,~,,-' Co.lifornio., this ~:s~ day 

of J.~nu~ry, 1952. 

"'I 
-,)-

Commissioners 
Coml:l1 ~ s! on cr ... %.~%!'!1Q.t)LP.o.tt.or •••••••• "b01X!g 
nocesnnrl1y ab:~nt. did ~ot ~~rt1c1~to 
i ~ the d 1.~pooi tioe ;)~ this procooding. 


