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Decision No. 46836. @~9@DfM4! 
BEFORE THE Pu'sLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOFJUA 

In the Matter of the Application of) 
The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe ) 
Railway Company for authority to ) Application No. 33037 
establish a special charge for ) 
passefigers occupying reserved coach) 
seats A ) 

Fredericlc G. Pfrommer, for applicant .. 
James K. Gibson, for the staff of the 

Pu~lic Utilities Commission of the 
State of California • 

.o.E~.H.l.Q.!iJ: 

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railw~y Company is a 
CCm:clon cc.rrier or pilssenser::; by railroad. By this applica.tion 7 it 

~eeks authority to e~ta.blish a limited number of reserved sea.ts on 

its ztreamlined trains operating between Oakland and Ba~~ersfield 

and to azsess a special service charge for l'Q.ssengers occupying 
1 

such ::eats. 

Public hearing of the application ~·,as held at San 

Francisco on February 15, 1952, before Commissioner Potter and 

Examiner Jacop1. 

The prezent o~orations and th~ reserved seat propos~l 

were explained by applicant's western gen~ral pazsenecr asent_ 

Coach-class service 1s provided on app11ce.nt I s str0nmlined trains 

known as Golden Gate Nos. 60, 6l~ 62 and. 63 operating between 

-., - -,--'. --,-----_ .• _ .. --- - - -_._--""'" .... ....- --. ... _ .•. _- --- .. ' .... . --_ ............... --,--
... 

Applicant provides cool"d:tnated rail-b'l.'.s service bet~,?(~en San 
Francisco and Los :.ngelcs a.nd certain 1ntermecli.:-.te poin":s, in­
cluc.1ing ~I"')ints in the S.:m Joo.quin Valley. In those ope::atio::ls ~ 
rail se:::,y~ce is provided 1)et'."ccn O:lkland :?nd D.?.1:!;l;:,sfield. 
Co:mc~tins bu:: service i~ ope:::'D:ted bcbieen So.n Fro.ncisco and O;;..I.1~1J.~d 
and bet\vecn Bakersfield and Los Angeles. The bus portions of tl".e 
operations are not involvec in the reservod seat propos~l. 
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Oakland ~nd Bakersfield. This ~erviee is in addition to the regular 

coach-class service on other t~a1ns. The coach fores for trans-

port~tion on both tYP0S of trains are the sume. On the stro~~­

lined tr~.i!"l.s, nonreserved ir~dividuo.l reclining scats arc: provided 

..... ·1 thout :l.ddi tional cho.rge. Assertedly, some of o.ppl1eo.nt' s po:~rons 

have requested that reserved scats be made ~vailo.blo on those 

trllins. Accordins 'co the witness, the::;c requests indicated thCl.t 

business o.ssoci~tes end o.lso family groups desired to be seated 

t03cther and to be assured of exclusive occupancy of the seuts for 

the entire ro.il journey. 

To ::l:..tisfy these req~ests nnd as .:-..n experiment to de­

termine the gcncrul public domnnd for reserved sents, it is pro­

po:::ad to dosizno.to o.s 0. reserved se~.t co.1' one of the 52-scat 

coO-ches now operD.tod in eo.ch of the streo.mlincd tr.:tins. The other 

coo.chcs would be continued on u nonresoTved basis. The reserved 

so~t ocrs would bo 1'1:'001:1 ut the head-ends of tho trc.ins ond, to 

:'ovoid confUSion, would be pl3.c~rdcd us reserved se.:'.t units. The 

se:lt chocl{s issued by the conductors to po.ssengers in these C:lrs 

would differ from those used in tho other co~chos.. Ass.ortedly, ~ 

simil".r method of opornting both classes of coach service in 

upplicantrs streamlined t~~ins between Los Angeles nr.d Snn Diego 
2 ' 

h~s been very successful. 

Applie~nt proposes to cst~b1ish ~ spocin1 service ch~rge 

for reserved se:-.ts in thc conches. ThiS ch':-'TGe would b~ in ~ddi-
3 

tion to the rczul~r cO:lch fares. For one-i-my I!lOVCIllonts from Clnd 

to the termino..ls and other ne.-:-.rby pOints, the service cho.rge \'Fould 

2---·"'-------~·--------·-'-·--------~- ... ---·--
Seo Decision No. 46221 of September 25, 1951, in Ap,licntion 

No. 32712. 

3 
Reserved sent cho.reez ",ould not apply to trCi.vel in nonrcscl"vcd 

s C~.t coO-ches. 
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be 75 cents. The cho.rge from or to intermedinte points wo~d be 

25 cants or 50 cants, depending upon the dist~nce involved. 

, ApI'licnnt T s chief r ..... te clerlt ste-ted th:l.t these service ch~rges 

we=e deSigned to cover tho ndGition~l costs involved in h~nd1ing 

tho so~t rosorv~tions ~nd to impel pnssongors to cnncal those not 

needed in time to permit re~ssignmcnt of th~ sc~ts to other persons. 

He pointed out thnt the ch~r~~s were no hieher th~ thoso now 

o.!'plicnblc between the s~me ]!oints served by Southern Pc.ci:f'1C 

Co~pnnytz stre~mlined tr~ins. 

Applict'.nt T S resJrved se~t !,roposnl, nccord1ng to the 

\\Tcstern gcncrc.l po.ssenger o.gent, would not re~ult in depriving 

nor..rescrved·scr'I.t pCl.ssengers of c.ccommod~tions, except possibly 

during n few unusuo.lly hC:lvy '\Ileel-cends or holid:'.ys when all extro. 

eqUipment would be in use. He offered nn exhibit shm<ling the 

number of av~il~ble ~nd of occupied conch sents on tho two 

scheduled southbound strenmlined tro.ins when they po.ssed Pinole. 

The exhibit covered the dnily movements during one week in 

July 1951 nnd one ,.,eek in Februnry 1952. It showed thr.-.t the rntio 

of pnsscngors to tho totnl numb~r of conch s~~ts on tho trnins 

r~nged from ~3 percent to 93 percent, except on three trips, On 

Fr1d~y ~nd S~turday, July 13 and 1~, 1951, the r~t1os were 116 

percent ~nd 100 percent, respectively. On Fridny, Fobru~ry 1, 1952, 

it w:\s 119 percent. It w~s pOinted out, hO'Vlever, th~t the t-igurcs 

were be.sed upon the number of ch~ir se~ts in the conches and 

th~t other ~ceommod~tions on the tr~ins were ~v~il~ble to the 
4 

p~ssongers . Comp~r~blc conditions were s~id to prev~il on tho 

tioJO northbound stro~mlined tr,".ins. 

,-----------------1+ _._._-------_ •.. __ ._--
It w~s shown th~t, in ~ddition to the co~ch se~ts, 36 so~ts in 

the lounge c~r, 7 se~ts in the men's ~nd in the women's lounges 
in c~eh conch, nnd 34 se~ts in tho diner, were regul~r1y provided 
on the stre~mlined tr~ins. 
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According to thc witness, o.ppliCru'lt h:'.:3 cnde~wored .:I.t 

~11 times to provido sufficient co~ch se~ts tor its p~trons to thc 

extent th~t strenmlined conches ~nd ndequ~te motive power were 

~vnilable. Assertedly, it will continue to do so. It w~s pointed 

out, however, tho.t the diesel motive power resul~rlY ~$siGned to 

thc strccmlined tr~i::ls is ~ble to h::md1c not more th~n 13 c.':'.1's ::md 

still m~.int::'.in scheduled times of o.rr1v~ls ~nd dep~rtures. Ad­

dition~l c~rs involve the usc of more powerful diesel equipment 

~.,hich is not o.v~ilCtb1c ~t time: oec:luse of he~vy movements e1so­

vn1ere on o.pplie~nt's system. 

No one ~ppe~red in opposition to the grGnt1ng of the 

~pp11c~tion. Accordin3 to the record, ~pplicnnt sent n copy of 

tho ~pplic~tion to eh:lmoors of commerce of the principal cities 

served by the stro~lincd trnins ~nd to the county clerks of the 

v~rious counties through which tho tro.ins ope:rnte. In nddition, 

the Commiss1on'~ socret~ry sent notices of thc he~rins to c~~mbers 

of commerco, ~rC'.vel orSt'.niz~tions nnd other persons believed to 

be interested • 

. The record sho'vs thn.t the reservcd coach scC'.t 

~ccommod~tions thnt ~pplicnnt ,~ould establish have been requested 

by its patronc. The proposed spcci~l service ch~rges ~ppe~r to be 

no granter tl'l.CI.tl nccass~ry to cover the a.ddition~l cost~ involved 

~~d to induce persons holding se~t rcscrv~tions thnt ~re not needed 

to cC'.ncel them in tirec to m~kc the se~ts nv~ila.ble for rea.ssignmont 

to others.. The evidence is persunsive th<:".t spccinl service chnrgos 

nrc necossa.ry to acsure sC'.tisf~ctory oper~tion of the proposod 

reserved se~t service for the public ~nd that tho sousht cha.rgcs 

a.re r:c.":\sonnble. 

Upo~ c~rcful considcT.~tion of 0.11 of the fC'.cts nnd cir­

cumst~nccs of record, the Commission is of the opi~ion a.nd hereby 
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find~ th~t the estnblishment of specic.1 service ch~.r3es for reserved 

conch scc.ts .':'.s pro:po~ed is justified. The npplic;;.tion ",:tll be 

g::o<.mtcd •. 

BD.sed upon the evidence of rocord .lnd upon tho con-
. , 

elusions ~nd findin~~ set forth in the preceding opinion,' 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED th~t The Atchison, Topel~D. and 

Snnt~ Fe Rc.il~.y Compo.ny be ~~d it is hereby ~uthorizod to cst~blish 

the speci~l service ch~r3es for reserved co~ch sc~ts on its 

streo.m1ined trc.ins oper~ting between O~klnnd and Bnkersfield ~nd 

intcrmedio.te pOints, ~s proposed in tho o.pplicc.tion filed in this 

proceeding. 

IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED th~t tho nuthority heroin 

grnnted =ht\ll expire unless :exere~.sed within ninet~r (90) do.ys ar~e:, 

the effective date or this order. 

This order shnll become effective twenty (20) d~ys ~fter . 

the dc.te hereof. 
.-

D~ted ~t Snn Fr~cisco, C~lifornio., this d~y .' 

of ~.A..:CLL , 1952. . ... 

Commissioners 


