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e | Decision No. _ 46836

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

In the Matter of the Application of)

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe )

Railway Company for authority to )  Application No. 33037
establish a special charge for )

pasgengers oceupying reserved coach)

seats.

Anpearanges
Frederick G. Pfrommer, for applicant.
James K. Gibson, for the staff of the

Public Utilities Commission of the
State of California.

_ ODRINIQONXN

The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Rallwey Company is 2
common c¢orrier of vassengers by rallroad. By this application, 1t
seeks authority to establish a limited number of reserved seats on
1ts streamlined trains operating between Oakland and Bakersfield
and to acsess a special service charge for passengers occoupying
such :eats.l

Public hearing of the application was held at San
Franciseo on February 15, 1952, before Commissioner Potter and
Examiner Jacopi.

The present'operations and the reserved seal proposal
were explained by applicant's western general passenger agent.
Coach=class service is provided on applicapt's streamlined trains

known as Golden Gate Nos. 60, 61, 62 and 63 operating between
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Applicant provides coordinated rall-bus service between San
Francisco and Los ‘ngeles and certain intermedicte peoints, in-
cluding meints in the Son Joaquin Valley. In these operations,
rail service is provided between Oakland and Dakersfield.

Connesting bus service is operated between San Froncisco and Oukland
and betwecon Bakersfield and Los Angeles. The bus portions of tihe
operations are not involved in the reserved seat proposal.
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Qakland and Bakersficld; This service 1s in addition to the rcgular
coach-class scrvice on other trains. The coach forces for trans-
portation on both types of trains arc the same. On the strean-
lined trains, nonreserved irdividual reclining scats are provided
without addéitional chorze. Assertedly, some of applicant's patrons
have requested that reserved scats be made available on these
trains. According to the witness, thesc requests indicated that
busincss acsociates and also family groups desired to be seated
togother and to be assurcd of exclusive occupancy of the scats for
the entire rail Journey.

To satisfy these requests and as an cxperiment to de~
termine the general public demand for reserved seats, it 1s pro-
posed to designate as & fcscrved scat coar onc of the 52-scat
coaches now operated in cach of the streamlined trains. The other
coaches would be continued on & nonreserved basis. The rescrved
seat cars would be placed at the head-cnds of the troins and, o
avoid confusion, would be placarded as roscrved seat units. The
secat cheeks issued by the conductors to passengers in these cars
would differ from thosc used in the other coaches. Asscrtedly, a
similor method of operating both classes of coach service in
applicant's strecamlined train; between Los Angeles and San Dicgoe
has been very succcssful.2

Applicant proposes to establish a speeial scrvice charge
for reserved scats in the coaches. This chorge would be in addi-
tion to the regular coach farcs. For one-way movenmonts from and
o the terminals and other nearby points, the service charge would
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2
Scc Deeision No. 46221 of September 25, 1951, in Apnlication
No. 32712.
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Resorved seat charges would not apply to travel in nonreserved
e

[~d
coaches.,
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be 75 cents. The charge from or to intermediate points wogld be

25 conts or 50 cents, depending upon the distonce involved.
 Applicant's chief rnte clerk stated that these service charges

were designed to cover the additional costs involved in hondling
the seat reservations and to impel poassengers to cancel thosc not
needed In time to permit reassignment of the seats to other persons.
He pointed out that the charzis were no higher than those now
applicable between the same points served by Southern Pacific
Company!s stronmlined troins.

Applicant's resarved secat vroposal, according to the
western general passenger agent, would not result in depriving
nonreserved  sent passengers of accommedations, oxcopt possibly
during a few unusually heavy weekends or holidays when all oxtra
cquipament would be in use. He offercd an cxhibit showing the
number of aveilable and of occupied coach scats on the two ‘
scheduled southbound streamlined trains when they passed Pinole.
The oxhibit covercd the daily movements during onc week in
July 1951 and one week in February 1952. It showed that the ratio
of passengers to the total number of coach scats on the tra;ns
ronged from 43 percent to 93 percent, oxcept on threoe tripse On
Friday and Saturday, July 13 and 1%, 1951, the ratios were 116
percent 2nd 100 percent, rcspectively. On Friday, February 1, 1952,
it was 119 percent. It was pointed out, however, that the figurcs
were bosed upon the nwaber of chair seats in the coaches and
fhat other ﬁccommodations on the trains were avallable to the
passongers. Comparable conditions were said to prevail on the

two northbound streamlined trains.

-

M
It was shown that, in addition to the coach seats, 36 scats in
the lounge car, 7 sents in the men's and in the women's leunges
in cach coach, and 3% secats in the diner, were regularly vrovided
on the streamlined trains.
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According %o the witness, applicant has endeavored at
all times to provido sufficient coach seats for its patrons to the
oxtent thot streamlined coaches and adequate motive power were
available. Assertedly, it will continue teo do so. It was pointed
out, nowever, that the diescl motive powelr regularly assigned to
the streamlined trains is adle to handle not more than 13 enrs and
still mointnoin scheduled times of arrivals and departurces. Ad-
ditional enrs involve the use of more powerful dicscl cquipment
which 1s not available at times because of heavy movements clse~
vihere on applicant!s systoem.

No onc appearced in opposition to the granting of the
application. According to the rocord, applicant sent a copy of
the application to chambors of commerce of the principal citics
served by the streamlined trains ond to the county clerks of the

arious countics through which the trains operate. In additlonm,
the Commission's sceretary sent notices of the hearing to chombers
of commerce, travcl orgenizations and other persons belicved to

be Interested.

The record shows that the reserved coach scat
accommodntions.tnat applicant would cstablish have been requested
by its patrons. The proposed speelal service charges appear to be
no greater than necessary to cover the additional costs involved
and to inducc persons holding scat rescrvations that arc not nececded
to cancel thom in time to make the seats aveilable for reassignment
to others. The evidence 15 persuasive that speelal scrvice charges
arc nocessary to assurc satisfactory operation of the proposod
roserved seat ;crvice for the public and that the sought charges
are reasonable.

Upon carcful consideration of all of the facts and cir-

cumstances of record, the Commission is of the opinlon and hercby
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finds thot the ostablichment of speeial service chorges for reserved

coach s¢ats as proposed iz justificd. The application will be

QRRER

Baged upon the cvidence of record and upon the con=
clusions and findings sct forth in the preceding opinion, -
IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that The Atchison, Topeka and
Santn Fe Railwny Company be and it is hereby authorizod to cstablish
the cpeeial scrviee charges for reserved coach scats on its
streamlined trains operating between Oakland and Bakersfield and
intermediate points, as proposcd in the application filed in this
proceeding. i
. IT IS HEREBY FURTHER ORDERED that the authority herein P
| gronted chall oxpirc unless exercised within ninety (S0) days afser
the effective date of this order.
This order shall become effective twenty (20) days after
the date hercof.
Dated at Son Frmncisco, Ca 1iforn1a, this zz daY
of ___ PPoucl /S, 1952.
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