
Decision No. 46841. 
(fJlllJJ 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES 

IIl!!!/J! !.JJ..5' , Ift'llJ/i, 
COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

MILDRED G. CtARK~ 

Petitioner~ 

vs. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

ASSOCIATED TELEPHONE ) 
COMPANY, tTD.~ a corporation, ) 

) 
Respondent. ) 

----------------------------) 

Case No. 5343 

Mildred G. Clark in propria persona. Walter v. Clark 
1n propri~ porsona. Associated Telephone Company, Ltd., by 
Marsha.ll K. Taylor and Albert ?ti. Ha.rt~ for respondent. 

The complaint alleges that Mildred G. Clark resides 

at 13500 East tos Angeles Street~ Baldwin Park, California, and 

that on or about the 19th day of September 19$1, the complainant 

was advised by the respondent telephone company that the tele­

phone facilities at the above address, under number Fleetwood 

7-5583, were to be disconnected as a result of informa.tion 

received by the respondent telephone company to the effect that 

the~e co~unicat1on facilities were being used as an instru­

mentality to v10la.te the law or in aiding or abetting such 

violation. The complaint further alleges that immediately 

thereafter the telephone facilities were disconnected and that 

as a result the complainant h~s ~utrered and will suffer 1r­

reparablo injury to her reputa.tion, and great hardship. 
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c. 5343 - • 

It should be noted that at the hearing in this matter 

it developed thD.t Mildred G. Clark was not the subscriber to 

the telephone service in question, but rather that the actual 

subscriber was her husband, Walter V. Clark. Upon the agreement 

of parties, Walter V. Clark was added to the complaint as 19. com­

plainant, and paragraph VIII of the complaint, wherein it was 

alleged tb.at tbe facilities were not used as an instrum.ental1 tY' 

to Violate the law nor in aiding or abetting such vi01ation1 

was stricken from the complaint. 

On December 4, 1951, in Decision No. 464$7 in Ca3e 

No. 5343, this Commission ia3ued an order granting temporarY' 

interim relief, direct1ng the respondent telephone company to 

restore telephone service to the complainant pending a hearing. 

On December 17, 1951, respondent telephone company filed an 

answer which1 in effect, denies the allegation made 1n the com­

plaint and affirmatively alleges that Walter V. Clark is the 

subscriber of record for the telephone service in question, and 

that the respondent telephone company d1sconnected the telephone 

~ervice in question, pursuant to a letter from the Sheriff of 

Los Angeles County, dated September 19, 1951, requesting 

respondent telepbone companY' to d1sconnect said telephone serv­

ice, pursuant to the dec1s10n of this Commiss10n, No. 41415, 

dated Apr1l 6, 1948, in Case No. 4930 (47 Cal. P.U.C. 853). 

A pub11c hearing was held before Examiner Syphers on 

January 17, 1952, at Los Angeles, at wh1ch t1me ev1dence was 

adduced and the matter submitted. 
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At tho hearing Walter V. Clark testified that it was 

necessary to have a telephone because it was used in his business, 

and also tor personal calls. 

On or about September 19, 1951, according to this 

witness, the telephone wao disconnected and he and a Mrs. Douglas 

were arrested by deputies ot the Sheriff's Oft1ce of Los Angele~ 

County, and charged with bookmaking. The charges aga1nst 

Clark were subsequently dismissed. 

Additional testimony was presented by two deputy 

sheriffs of Los Angeles County, wherein the statements attached 

to Exb.ib1t "A" of the answer of respondent company were adopted. 

In substance th1s testimony points out that on the 19th of 

September 19$1, at about 2:00 P.M., deputy sheritfs of Los 

Angeles County went to the Clark residence at 13500 East Los 

Angeles Street, Baldwin Park, California, and there observed 

Mrs. Douglas seated at the telephone with a small notebook in 

her lap. Upon exac1n1ng this notebook it was found to contain 

the names ot a numoer of horses reportedly running at varioU3 

race tracks on that date, and it also contained notations as to 

various ~~ounts of money ,vagered on these horses. Likewise, 

the deputies found a. scratch sheet and two betting markers. 

At that timo Mrs. Douglas advised the deputy sheriffs that she 

had been engaged 1n bookmaking at var10us locations 1n Baldwin 

Park tor the last tour we,eks, and .. further, that she had been 

at that telephone most of the day taking bets on horse races. 

During the time the deputy sheri.!':!'s were 1n tne house, one of 

them a~wered the telephone several times and recorded bets 

which were made. 
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Upon a full consideration of the evidence herein, 

we find that the telephone fac1lities here 1n quest1on, 

under nUl'llber Fleetwood 7-5583" w()re u3ed as an instru­

mentolity to aid and abet the viola.tion ot tb.e law, a:nd 

that the telephone company exercised due care in taking the 

action it did and that this action was based upon reasonable 

cause, as that term is used in Decision No. 41415, supra. 

o R D E R .... ~ ~ --
The complaint of Mildred G. Clark and \i!alter V. 

Cla.rk a.ga.inst Associated Telephone Company, Ltd. having 

been filed, public hearing having been held thereon, the 

~tter now being ready for decision, and the Commission 

being fully advised 1n the premi~es and basing 1ts decision 

upon the evidence of record in this ca.se and the find1ngs 

here1n, 

IT IS ORDERED 'chat the complainants' request for 

restoration of telephone service be denied and that th~ 

said complaint be, and 1t hereby is, dismissed. The 

temporary interL~ relief granted by Decis10n No. 46477, 

dated December 4, 19.51, in Case No. 5343, is hereby Sf~t 

aside and vacated. 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that, upon the expiration of 

sixty (60) days after the effective date of this order, 

Associated Telephone Company, Ltd. may consider an 
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app11cation tor telephone service trom the complainants 

here1n, or e1ther of them, on the same basis as the app11-

cation of any similar new subscriber. 

The effective date of th1s order shall be twenty 

(20) daY:3 after th~to f~eot. 

D~ted at~~~, California, this 

k[M.cJj , 1952. day of 

II~ 

commissioners 


