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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA

Declslon No. §6891'

THONAS ROSS
Petltioner,
vs.

THE PACIFIC TELEPHONE AND
TELZGRAPE COMPANY,

Case No. 5346

Respondent.

et el P N NN N P e

E. Charles Forde, attorney, for complainant. Pillsdury,
Madlson & Sutro by John A. Sutro, and Lawler, Fellix & Hall by
L. B. Conant, for defendant. Lawrence R. MacNair, Deputy Sheriff
ot Los Angeles County Sheriff's Office.
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The complaint alleges that Thomas Ross, the owner of
real property at 6033 and 60333 Atlantic Boulevard in the City
of Maywood, operates a real estate business at the first address
and maintalns a residence apartment in the rear of the property
and designated by the second adaross given above. On or about
the 25th of May 1951, the petitlioner rented the apartment %o
one Virginla Wright, and Iimmediately upon renting the apartment
it is alleged that the petitloner closed up hils real estate
offlice and left the city for several days. Upon returning he
discpvered that the telephone service In the spartment, which
was merely an extenslon of the maln telephone located In the

real estate offlce, had been dlsconnected, allegedly because
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the facllitlies had been used by the sald Virginla Wright for
1llegal purposes. The complalnant alleges that he had no
knowledge or information that the sald telephone would be used
for an i1llegal purpose and that he will suffer irreparable
damage 1f the service 1s not restored.

Subsequently, on December 27, 1951, this Commission,
by Decisfon No. LOSSL in Case No. 5346, Issued an order grant-
ing temporary interim relief, directing the respondent tele-
phone company to restore telephone service to the complainant
pending a hearing on the complaint.

On'January L, 1952, the telephone company filed an
answer, the principal allegation of which was that 1t had
been advised that the sald communlcation faclllitles were being
used for an I1llegal purpose. Tho answer slther denled
speciflically or on Informatlion and belilef the remalning
allegations Iin the complalnet.

A publlic hearing was held before Examiner Syphers
on March L, 1952, at Los Angeles, &t which time evidence was
adduced and the matter submitted. |

At the hearing the complainant testlfled that he had
maintained a telephone In his real estate office under number
Lafayette 6932 and that from this telephone there was an ex-
tension going to the apartment. He described the circum-
stancos under which he rented tnis.apartment to two glirls, one
of them named Virginia Wright. This occurred on a Friday
and complalnant testified that he then left town over the week-

end. Upon returning on Monday ho learnsed that the telephono
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extenslion in the apartment had been taken out by representatives
of the Sheriff's 0ffice. Likewlse, the police had removed
another telophone in the apartment whlch was under number
Ximball 1020. The telephone In the real estate office had not
been disturbded.

Subsequently tho complainant recelved a letter from
the telephone company stating thsat both principal telephones,
Kimball 1020 and Lafayette 6932, would be disconnected, wnereé
uﬁon complainant filed the complaint with this Commisslon.

A deputy sheriff of the Sheriff's Office of Los Angeles
County introduced a copy of the Sherlff's Complaint Report,
waich states that about L:LS P.M., on May 26, 1951, deputy
shoriffs entered the apartment and there dlscovered two women,
Necla Howard and Shirley Jean Wrlght. On a table by the tele-
phone Ximbdall 1020 was a Natlional Scratch Sheet and also a
group of approximately twenty betting markers contalning
rocords of bets on horses running at varlous tracks throughout
the United States on that date. On another tadble was the
telephone Lafayotte 6932 and also a Callifornia Digest, a
Natlonal Scratch.Sheet, and a group of approximately twelve
betting mearkers. Both telephones rang whlle the officers
were there. They answered the telephones, recelving and record-
ing bets on race horses running at varlous tracks throughout
the United States. The two women both admitted that they had
been using these velephones for vookmaking purposes. Both

women were arrested on charges of bookmaking.
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It was stipulated that the telephone company received
a letter Irom the Sheriff's 0fflce, requesting disconnection
of the telephone service, and a copy of this letter was
recelved In evidence as Exhibit No. 1.

The complalnant further testifled that the two women
were not now renting the apartment, and that it was, as s matter
of fact, belng rented to other tenants.

The posltlion of the telephone company was that 1t had
acted upon reasonadle cause In removing the telephone. After
consideration of this record we now find that the telephone

- company exercised due care In taking the actlon 1t did, and
that thls action was based upon reasonable cause as‘such term
1s used in Decision No. L1L1S, dated April 6, 1948, in Case
No. 4930 (47 Csl. P.U.Ce 853)e We further find that the
telephone facllitles here in question were used as an Instru-
mentallty to ald and abet the viclation of the law.

The evidence appears conclusive that the complainant
had no part In these bookmsaking activities nor, In fact, did
he know that they were belng conducted. There 1ls every reason
to assume that his actions were ressonable in renting the
apartment as he did, and on these facts there I1s no reason to
Infer that the complalnant was connected with the bookmaking
activitioes. Turther, the two women who were conducting these
activities no longer have accecss to the teclephones. In view
of this sltuation we find that the complainant 1s entitled %o
telephone service subject to all of the applicable rules and

regulations of the telephone company and the exlsting applicable

law,




o C. 5346 - wp

The complaint of Thomas Ross against The Paclfic Telephone
and Tolegraph Company having been filed, publlic hearing having
beon hold thereon, the matter now belng ready for decislon, and
the Commission beling fully advised In the premises and basing its
declsion upon the evidence of record In thls case and the findings
heroin,

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the order of this Commission Iin
Decisfon No. L659L, dated Decomber 27, 1951, in Case No. S3L6,
temporarily restorling telephone service to complalnant, be made
permanent, such restoration belng subject to all rules and regu-
latlons of the telephone company and to the applicable law.

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20)

days from the date hereofl
Dated at MM, Californis, this 25 = %

dey of ;%V710JL6427/ , 1952-
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