
Decision No. 4h~49' 

BEFORE THE PUB:'IC UTILITIES CO~1r-IISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFOR.1\iIA 

In the matter of the application of ) 
P';"CIFIC G~S A~D ELECTRIC COMPANY for ) 
an order of the Public Utilities ) 
Co~~.ission of the State of California ) 
under Section 63 (a) of the Public ) 
Utilities Act authorizing applicant ) 
~o increase its electric ~ates and ) 
charges in the m~tnner and to the ) 
extent herein stated. ) 

Application No. 32589 

A list of appearances is appended 

hereto as Attachment 1. 

INTERIM OPINION AND ORDER DENYING MOTION OF A?PLICANT 
FOB. A!\ INTERIM n':CREASE OF ELECTRIC RATES. 

In the course of the public hearings on the request of the 

Pacii'ic Gas and Electric Company for a permanent incrGase in electric 

rates of approximately 18% in the above-entitled application, 

th~ applic9.nt on November 16, 1951, made a motion sec}=ing an interim 

inc!"ease in electric rates p,ending the completion of the proceeding. 

On February 6, 1952, the r '9presentative of the City of Oakland, 

!1;,~,de a :notion t/h"l~ the Com .... niszion deny in total the said motion 

of the Pacific Gas and Electric Company. General objection was 

also voiced by representatives of San Francisco, Stockton, 

Bakersfield, and ~any other Cities, California Farm Bureau Feder-

3tidn, California State Grange, customer ropresentatives, various 

organizations and other interested partie$~ After careful 

consideration, we are denying at this time, the motion of the 

applicant for an interim increase of rates for the following reasons: 
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1. Applic3.nt's monthly earnings per common share for 

tot3.l company oper,9.tions recently have shown an 

improvement. Applicant stipulated to 'its monthly reports 

being made a part of the record up to final submission 

of the case. 

2. The applicant has not yet presented a remaining life 

depreciation study. It now plans to present its study 

on or before May 21, 1952. 

3. 'w'hile an improv~ment of net earnings may be due to 

tempor,~lry condi tiorls, the increased revenues and certain 

lessened production expense may offset ~xtraordinary 

storm expense to dat~. The ultim:3.te effect~ based on 

~ctual as well as average conditions, will require 

further evidence. 

OPPOSition was made to the granting of any rate increase 

bCClUSC the record did not contain evidence of earnings in support 

of the vari.'ltion in the amoun'~ of i:'lCrOlSes propos0d for cert9.in 

3.:'(2':3.5 3.nd divisions. Appli cant is preparing .':\ co st of service 

analysis for its electric' dep:~rt:ncnt. In ord(::r that information 

~ay be :lvail3.ble 'to the Comrni:5sion in passing upon the proposed 

rezoning of rate areas, the cost of service study should include 

ra~es of return by each division and, in addition, ratGS of return 

for the Fort Br.lgg, Santa Mar:~:l, and San Luis Obispo areas. 

After considering the current improved earning pOSition of 

the company as 3. ·~ihole, as reflected by its reports to t.he 

Cotn."Tlission , it is not appar::nt. th3.t emergency condition,s exist to 

the extent justifying an interim incr03.se of rates a.t this time. 
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However, we must keep in mind that the expansion and development 

required of this and othe~ C~lifornia utilities to meet demands for 

""Vi" \ddi tion::l.l I3.nd improved s~~rvice & mean. 1..O.nceasing requirements for /.1 , 0-' n~·({ moneys. 

,~ft(~r present.:ltion in evidenc~ by the .'lpplic:lnt of the 

cost of service study .s.nd depreciation study, and So showing in 

substantiaticn of its requ0st for interim relief if in its opinion 

h emerg:ency condition exists at that time, applicant will be 

(}-) afforded (j!<.. i'urt-her 0pl'ort-unit-y t-o renew its motion for int-er~m 

relief. 

Pacific Gas and Electric Company, having applied to this 

Commission for an order authorizing certain increases in rates and 

charges and for a ~rant of interim rate relief pending final 

determination of the proceeding, public hearings having been held 

:md argument h'lving bCli;;n heard on the motion for an interim inC're.~se ~ 

and a motion hlving been m.3.de by the CitY-""'or·oakland th~t such 

interim increase be denied, 
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IT IS ORDERED th·3.t applicant T s motion for an int~rim 

incr~asc of cl~ctric r~tcs be and the same is hereby denied without 

prejudice. 

The ~ffecti ve date of this order sh.3.11 be t1,.;~nty (20) 

dlYS after the date hereof. 

D~ted at San Francisco, Californi~, this ~~, d~y of 

0f6~ , 1952. 
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ATTACHMENT I 
Page 1 of 2 

LIST OF APPEARANCES 

F"r !\pplieant: Robert Po. Gerdes, Ralph vi. DuVal and Frederick T. $M.rls. 

Protestants: California Farm Bureau Fcder3.tion by Edson AbEll, Harold Neeland 
and J. J. Deuel ; City and County of Sn.n Francis co by Dion R. liolm and 
Pa.ul Beck: City Clf Berkeley by Fred C. Hutchinson and Robert T. A."dcrsC'n; 
Ames Aeronautical Labor.:l.1~ory of the National Ad.Visory Committee for 
Aerona.utics, by A. G. Buck; Sacramento Municipnl Utility District by 
Steph€n ~. Downey, Martin McDono~h and Fr~-,k L. S~rague; City of 
Oakland by John h. Colli~n' and Loren W. Bast; County 0:: Kern by 
Roy 03.rgaM and Clayton T. Cochran; City of Roseville by William E. 
Finger, J. E. Riley and. L. Dewitt Spark; City of Richl:lor:d by Tholl".as M. 
Carl~on, ,~d Grant G. Calho~~; City of San Jose by Eugene L. Rendler; 
City of Sunnyvale by Cbo.r.les H. lv!cDonald= County of Sa.nta Clara. by 
Donald K. Currlin; Citie:~ of Healdsburg and Cloverda.le by J. A. Ratchford; 
City of Lodi by H. D. Weller; Farro Resea.rch and Legislative Committee 
by Ernest Schallinger ar:d Joe C. Le~~s; City of Palo Alto by 
Jerry Keithley, ~old R\unwell and C. G. Smith; City of Alameda by 
.Jllmcs P. Clark and. Glenn Baner; the heirs of Mary R. Runyan and 
Sycol.":lo!"e P.a.nch and J. W. Chrafta by Simpson Finnell; Santa .Claro. County 
Coordinating Committee b:l' John Thorne and Grace Mc.uonald; Producers 
Market Hill .. Association by O. J;:;. HOb::lOn; Sierra Paeii'ie Power Comp~ 
by W. Roo Orrick of Orrier:, Dahlquist, Neff, and Herrin,ston; San Mateo 
Cons~er~ by Helen Ne~rin: Cities of Alameda, Biggs~ Gridley, Lodi, 
Palo Alto, RoseVille and Santa Clara. and the Plumas-Sierra Rural Electric 
Cooperative by David I. Hendel representing Glickman, Orr and Heurling; 
T~ha:na Co~~ty Granges, Orange Grange of Glenn County and Pomon3. Gr~~e 
of Teha.."lIa County by Clair Forbes; California State Grange by 00 N. Davis; 
>~rco Irene Kwao for I.L.~I.U. No.6; Pomona Grange, Sonorno. County, by 
~dith Pfalzsraf; S. F. Council of Women Shoppers by Francis Shaska.n; 
Harnmonc!. Lumber Company by G. H. Trautman of HcCutcheon, ThoIrulS, Matthe,,,,, 
Griffith::: & Greene: City of San Leand.ro by Arthur Card.en; Greater Alam~~da 
County CIO Council by R. J. Hanna: City of Hayward by G. P. Oakes; 
Counties of El Dorado, Kern, Santa Clara, Merced, Sonoma and Amador 
~nd Citie~; of Clovis, Sonor~, D~vis, Sunnyvale, Vacaville, Ripon, 
Oakdale, Hollicter, Benicia, Dixon, Fresno, Selma, Ne~m~, Eakersfi~ld, 
r.errnan, Pismo Beach, Sol~~dad, Yuba City, Patterson, Orland, Tracy, 
ioJillia.m.s, Nartinez .. Gon:ales, Hcrced, Arroyo Grande, Brentwood, 
FairfieldJ• Taft .• Pclcii'ic Grove .• Shafter, Los Banos, Sa..~ta Rosa .• Carmel, 
Petaluma, Reedley, San Bruno, 1ilreka, San Jose, Willow~, Woodland" 
Dinuba, Ni::.pa, Sanger,. Salina:::, Morgan Hill, Watsonville, Gustine" 
Jackson and Stockton by 3ill Dozier and Bruce McKnigh~. 
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ATl'ACID.-tE:N'I' I 
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LIST OF APPEA1W;CES 
( Contil'lUec!.) 

L"ltcrcstcd ?."!!'t.ics: United St.::ltc~s Oovcrrunc:-.t by ~cu H. Elliott, 
Chrcr.co vr. Hull and JD.t:'!cs :c. ~.!acIntosh; Cioncr31 Services Administration 
0;' u. S. GovQ::;nmcnt by TI:....L. Shaugl'ln0ssy; California !Janui'olctur~rs 
A::;:;;ociD.tior. by Geor!)£! D. R:'vc~s a.''ld ,joscmh J. pnccl<'s"l~ o:f 3robeck, 
Phlc:;c:, t.nd :!o.rrison; COo.st Counties G.::.s ':""ld Electric COl1l:Po..."lY by 
i'l. E. 0'011."10 i~nd J. E. Sh0Cks; City of Sa.."lta Cloxa by Robl.w E. 1'.79rf"':l~; 
L"ldi.:m Vc..llcy Licht :l.."ld Povrer Comp.:1.."l.Y by Cecil Mclnt:rrc; United Stc.tcs 
3u=cc..u of ~ocl~tion, Region II~ So.cro.~cntoJ by Oliver O. Rands; 
~ch~cl v. DiSc..llc, Director, Office of ~icc Stab~lizo.tion by 
John B. H.:lrr.1~ D.nd n~cd Critc::: fo::- !"1.cCior..:-.l Cou,"lscl; Chz.llcl'lSO 
C::-C~C!""I .l."l.d Butter J..ssocio.tion by 'i~~. D. !.:.:'.cK~y; City o:f Alb.:my by 
Zdwo.rd A. Plotner; Interno. tionoll Brotherhood of Elcctrico.l Yforkors, 
A. :'. 01' L. by O. A. RiCT:l:ln ~nd by R. J. Wco.k1l'Y cr.d ~p ~. lihUe 
::0::- Loc~l 124$; A. :>. =onclsto:1 .• Stolte Enzinecr by Fred J. Gro.:lt; 
Pi."'lolc Lii,;ht .:l.'1d Power Co:np~ny by E. O. Hoke; City or Redding by 
D.lnicl S. C.:.rlton J.."ld Phillip Storm; Clemont tC"J'is for cro of the 
'i·iorkcrs rcprcsenti."lg P.:'IcifiC Go..:; '::"''''J.d Electric Employees; Pc.rkmcold 
Ir.lprove::lent Association by ,T(')hn W",r;~~r; league of Lower I,iving Costs 
of ~~t Bay by Adele Woxm~"'J.; Harold Doyl~ in propri~ persona; 

Other Ap?co.r.lnces: J. T. Phelps, Fre;ym.:n Colemn, and C. T. tress for thE:: 
C o:nr.-.is s ion ::; taf! • 


