
Decision No. 4695.5 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMlSS!O~ DP TH£ STATE CP ~ALi~GRMIA 

In the Matter o~ the Investigation 
on the Comtlission" s own motion into 

, 
) 

the operations, practices, contracts, ) 
main extensions, service area, water ) 
supply and wat.er service ,and related ) 
matters,or any of them~ of DEL ROSA . ) 
HEIGHTS ~~TER COMPANY, a corporation, ) 
operat.ing a public utility water ) 
system in the gen0ral area known as ) 
Del Rosa, in th0 County of San Bernardino.) 

Case No. 5325 

Alden Reid, attorney, for Barbara Sue Obst, and 
Oscar ~st, Jr., petitioners; L. R. Myers, 
president, for Del Rosa Heights ~'Jater Compa.ny; 
W. R. Holcomb, attorney, for Quincy Brown, 
interested party and consumer, and other interested 
consumers; J.:unes F. ~·,rilson and R. H. Knag~s, for 
the Co~~ission staff.-----

INTERIM OPINION ON REOPENED PROCEEDINC 

By its order dated ~!arch 19, 19521 the Commission 

reopened the above-entitled proceeding for further hearing on the 

petition dated February 29, 1952, of Barbara Sue Obst and Oscar P. 

Obst, Jr. for further hearine and to amend Decision No. 4654$ 

so as to permit water service upon petitioners' land. The pro­

ceedine w~s reopened for the further purpose of ascertaining the 

steps taken by the Del Rosa Heights Water Company to comply with 

Decision No. 4654S. 

A public hcarin;~ on the reopened matter was held before 

Examiner Warner on r-!arch 26 ~ 1952, at San Bernardino, at which 

time the matter was continued to a date to be set. 

Barbara Sue.Obst and Oscar P. Obst 1 Jr., petitioners, 

late in 1951 completed the SUbdivision of ~act No. 3757, 

San Bernardino County, which is located at the northwest corner 
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of Del Rosa Avenue and Avery Street, immediately adjacent and 

contiguous to but just outside and north of the authorized 

service area of Del Rosa Heights '(."ater Company. A map filed at 

the reopened proceeding as Exhibit No.1 shows that Tract No. 3757 

contains 32 lots. The \,ritness Ozcar P. Obst, Jr. testified that 

all lots were now vacant and that no home construction had taken 

place, or was taking place at the present time. In accordance 

With instructions of L. R. Myers, president of Del Rosa Heights 

~{ater Company, a water sys tern was installed in said subdivision 

by the subdividers Obst. 

Subsequent to the completion of the said water system, 

but prior to the actual delivery of water thereto, the Commission 

by its Decision No. 4654S~ dated December lS, 1951, in this matter, 

placed a restriction on DE~l Rosa Heights ivater Company on the 

furnishing of water service outSide its certificated area except 

for water service being rendered outSide its certificated area as 

of the effective date of the order, and placed a gO-day restriction 

on the furniShing of temporary emergency water service through a 

meter located on Del Rosa Elementary School property to a community 

of about 75 consumcrs, an S-to 10-unit apartment house and an olive 

factory. The record shows that the group of consumers recei vir!g 

such temporary emer€;ency service comprise all of the consumers of 

the Del Rosa Domestic \'latcr Compony owned and operated by 

Dr. Floyd F. Graefe. By its Decision No. 46801, dated February 26, 

1952, in' this procecdinr;, the Commission ex.tended the 90-day 

temporary 0mergcncy service restriction to and including an 

additional 21 do.ys from r.!arch 16, 1952, to April 6, 1952. 

Evidence was adduced at the reopened proceeding regarding 

the present status of the source of water supply available to 

Del Rosa Heights ':!ater Com~any and thl~ attempts of the company to 
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maintain and supplement such supply. Evidence wa~.also adduced 

rCff,Drdinl; the need for \,iat~r service to Tr.;",ct No _ 3757 and the 

advisabili ty of liftinp.: th(, rcstri ctions imposed by Decision No. 

4654$ to the extent of perrni tting Del Rosa Heights \'.rater Comp~my 

to €xtc!'ld its water s 0rvic(~ to Tr.:l.ct No. 3757. 

Considerable tcs':imony was introduced rcg,nrding a plan 

for a '>fell which was to h.;",ve bcc:n drilled on property owned by 

Del Rosa Hcightz \1;;:.ter Company ,:1nd which was to have been financed 

by Obst. The drilling of such a well would h~ve cost Obst ~bout 

$3,000. It WOoS also pl~nn(~d thnt Del Rosa Heip:hts ~I!ater Company 

would install in sllch well c. pump and motor owned ond to be 

furnished to Del Rosa Heights Water Company by Dr. Floyd F. Graefe 

und J. E. Tillotzcn, .seneral manager of Del Rosa Packing Company. 

For reasons not entirely clear in the record, this plan was not 

carried out t-lnd no well has been or is proposed to be drilled by 

Obst. 

A request for extension of time in which tcrnporo.ry 

emergency water servi co m.;ty be fur nished by Del ROSol HGights Ivatcr 

Company to Dr. Floyd F. Graefe, doing busincs~ as Del Rosa Domestic 

~'lQt0r Company, was made at the hcari!'le by Dr. Graefe. 

The record in th,~ reopened proceeding ShCMS that 

Dt:;l Rosa Heights 1'latc!" Company now has ·'?-bout 245 consumers; that 

t~~ production capacity of its pr~scnt source of water supply on 

the portion of its .1Rescrvoir Lot n is 350 gallons PCI' minute; that 

the storage !'.:lcilitics of '1;1".0 '-rater sys tern comprise a 21 ... 7,000-gallon 

tank; rm.d th.::.t if ;3uch storage tank were kept fill~d, it would 

provide a more th~n ample supply of water for the present consumers 

of Del Rose Hcir-:ht S i\'.ltC!" Company, for Tract No. 3757, and for the 

continuatio:1 of emergency service to the Del Rosa DomGstic W:J.ter 

Company to the south of its service area. The record further 
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shows that th0 productil)n capacity of Del Rosa Heig:hts tvatcr 

Company's source of water supply is of sufficient amount to keep 

such storae:<:: tank supplied 'with water. 

Th8 witnc:ss'Quincy Brown, a Del Rosa Heights ~'!atcr 

COr:l.pany consumer, ci ted scvcr,ql instances within tho last three 

months upon which wat~r service to his premis~s was interrupted. 

It ap,e.lrs th at most and, i:n fact, practically all of tho complaints 

about intcrruption~ to wc?te;:- service nnd low pressures could be 

eliminBted by the company if a simple float were installed by it 

on its storage tank.. This float would show the water level in the 

ta"lk at all ti:ncs LInd would indicate when and to T,.,hat extent the 

water pumps should be operated to keep the tank filled. Applicant 

will be exocctcd t.o install such a float at oncc • . 
Th~ r~cord furthe:r shows that litigation in Superior 

Court with respect to the o'!i~nership and partition of the so-c.lllad 

"Reservoir Loti', referred to in D~cision No. 46548, is nearing 

decision And settlement. Tho wi tncss r'Lycrs t0stified that no 

interruptions to water service production had occurred because of 

interference by Elias M. Shahen or any of his crnplo)~ees since the 

date of the origin:~.l hearing on this m.atter on ~Tovcmber 7, 1951. 

These interruptions were alleged by Myers to have been the cause 

of intCl"l"uptio::ls to the public uti.li ty water service prior to that 

d3te. This matter has been contihued to a date to be set in order 

that the record may include the final determination of the Superior 

Court, and the effects of such determination, if any, on the 

operation of Del Roza Heights Water Company. 

F~om a reviow of the record it appea.r::: that it would not 

bt? ,1dv0rsc to the public interest that the restrictions on furnish-

inf Wf.lter service outside tho certificated area of 
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Del Rosa H..:.i ehts \'later Comr,any imposed by Decision No. 4654$ be 

modified with respect to Trect No. 3757 and the order herein 

will provide for such modification. The order her~in will furtho:Jr 

provide for t:ne, extension of time for the furnishi!'lg of tcmpor-'.ry 

emergency water service to Del Rosa Domestic VIator Company to 

July l5~ 1952. 

IN TERIIvr OR::lER 

Th,~ 11Ulttcr of the Commission 1 s Investigation on its Own 

r.Zotion into the Operations of Del Rosa Heights Water Company 

having been reopened for' further hearing ot:', the petition of 

Barbara Sue Obst a!'l.d Oscar P. Obst, Jr., s1.l~"')(ii .::i d~rs of Tract 

No. 3757, San Bernardino County, for the purpooe of determining 

whether Decision No. 465$1 should be rescinded, altered, or 

~~ended in any particular and for the further pu~pose of 

ascertaining the steps taklm by the Del Rosa Heights Water Company 

to comply with said decioion, a public hearing having been held, 

the matter having been continued to a date to be set, it appearing 

that an interim order should be issued at once with respect to 

the Obsts' petition ~nd further with respect to the emergency 

service being rendered to Del Rosa ~\!ater Company, the Commission 

being of the opinion that the restrictions on the furnishing of 

... ·ater service imposed by said Decision No. 4654S should be modified 1 

and good cause appearing; therei'ore 1 

IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the water service restriction 

contained in the Commission's Decision No. 4654$, dated 

December lS, 1951, wherein Del Rosa Heights Water Company is 

restricted in furnishing of water service to its certificated 

area only, except for water service being rendered outside the 

boundaries of its certificated area at the time of said decision, 
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be and it is modified to the 'extent that Del Rosa H~dght.s Water 

Company may furnish water zervi~~ toO Tract~ .. 'Y!57 ~ 

San B~rnardinc C~ty. 

IT IS HERF.B.Y FUfd,tER .('IRDF'.RFJ' t.hat De-cisicn No. 46$01, 

dated February 26, 1952, which extended the time during which 

temporary water service may be furnished by Del Rosa Heights 

\'later Company to Del Rosa Packing Company and Dr. Floyd F. Graefe, 

doing business as Del Rosa Domestic Water Company, be, and it is, 

modified to provide that D·el Rosa Heights Water Company may continue 

to furnish temporary water service to Del Rosa Packin~ Company and 

to said Dr. Floyd F. Graefe, doing business as Del Rosa Domestic 

Water Company, and to the consumers thereof, unt~.l July 15, 1952. 

Dated at San Francisco. 

day of _ ..... q~A~""N~~~ __ ' 1952. 

Ca.lifornia thi.s ___ ?_tlv_-__ 


