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Decision No. -471.4;6 
BEFORE THE: PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSI ot.! OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter ot the Application of ) 
VERNON WOODS, doing business as ) 
WOODS TRUCK LINE for ~ certificate ot) 
publie convenience and neco3sity to ) 
operate as a highwa.y common carrier ) 
between Sacra.m.ento, Grass Valley, ) 
Nevada City and certain intermediate ) 
points. ) 

Willard S. Johnson, for applicant. 

Application No. 33236 

Applicant requests a certificate of public convenienoe 

and necessity 9.S a highway common carrier a s defined in Section 

213 of the Public Uti11tieo Code for the tranoportation ot general 

commodities, except co~modities in bulk in tank trucks or tank 

trailers, commodities in mechanically refrigerated equipment, 

livestock a.nd oom:m.l~d1ties injurious Or contaminating to other 

lading, 

(1) Between Sacramento and pOints and places within a 

radius of ten miles thereof, on the one hand, and, on th.e other 

hand, Grass Valley, Nevada. City, points and places within a radius 

of five miles of CrraS3 Va.lley a nd of Nevada. City and intermediate 

points on California Highw~y 49 between Nevada City a.nd Auburn 

'but not including Auburn. 

(2) Locl).lly between all points on California. Highway 49 
between Nevada C1',"y and Auburn but not including Auburn a.nd 

including nlso ~ll point~ Rnd places within a radius of five miles 

or Grass Valley and Nevadn City, California.. 

In pcrfc'rming this service applic a.nt proposes to operate 

over and along U. S. H1ghway 40 and State Highway 49. Authority 

also is needed to tra.verse all streets and highways a.s required 
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to s~rve points in the ~re~s surrounding Sacramento~ Grass Valle~ 

~nd NovO-,do. City. 

Public het\r~lngs were held before Commi.ssionor Mitchell and' 
, 

Examiner Rowe in Sac:romonto on April 23) 19521 and in Grass Vo.ll01 

on April 241 1952. Oral and documentary evidence was adduced and 

on tpe latter date the matter wa~ duly submitted for decision., 

Vernon woods, doing buo1n~cs undor the nome of Woods Truck 

tine, hus been op~rating under permits i~sued by this Commission 

for seventoen yoars. During six selected weeks from April 1951 to 

February 1952, this applicant served 38 consignors and "34 consignoes, 

and carried approxi~ate1y 117,000 pounds ot freight. The movement 

of freight is predorn1nantly from Sacramento to the pOints along 

State Highway 49 but ther~ is a substantial movement in tho reverse 

diroction. Tho npp11eationallegos that the applicant is doubtful 

of the exact scope Ijf operations which may be pertormedunder the 

pormits now held, and that in view of the increasing public de~nd 

for his services he has concluded that a certificntc authorizing 

his operations is required in o.rdcr thot those servic'os may bo 

perpotuato,d. 

Tho only highway common corrier operating in thG area, the 

Pacific Motor Trucking Company, !llthough servod with a copy of tho 

applicotion.and notif1cd of the time and placo of hoaring, failed' 

to presont sny protest to the granting of the above-entitled ' 

application. In fact there was no ~ppearance or opposition ex

pressod by any common currier. Eightoen public witnessos tostifiod 

thnt. their respectivo businesses needed tho proposed service •. 

According to the testimony ot Mr. Woods fifteen Ildd1 ti onnl public" 

witn0sses were o.vt\ilo.b1c and had expressed 0. willingnoss to tostify 

on behalf of o.pplicant but in view of the f a1lure ot any inter0sted 

plijrsons to oppose the appliclltion their tostimony was not prosented. 
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App11cnnt! s presont equipment and operating oxper':£encc 

~ssure satisf~ctory continuance of the existing sorvico. In 

addition he is financially able to acqu1ro any additional oquipment 

and fuci11tios which may be requirod by the expected 1ncrease of 

bus1ness which may be occas1oned by reason or the granting of tho 

requested operat1ve rights. He proposes, with m1nor exceptions, 

to estubllsh and tlssess ra.tes and chnrges equiva.lent to the rates 

nnd charges requ1red as minimum for s'llch transportation in Highway 

Carriers" Tariff No .. 2 issued by this Commission. 

After considering all of the ev1denco of record herein 

we find as n fllct tL~ t public convenience nnd nocessi ty. require 

the services or app11can t as o.pp1ied for'. 

Vernon Woods is heroby p1!lcod upon not1ce th!lt opcrflt1ve 

r1ghts, us such, do not constitute s. class of property. which may 

be cap1talized or used as an clement ,of vol~ in rate-fixing in 

any o.mount of money 1n excess of th~t originally paid to the State 

as the considerat1on for the grant of such r1ghtst .. Asido from 

thoir purely permissive ~spect, they extend to the holder a full 

or partial monopoly of a closs of business OVOr a part1cula.r route. 

This monopoly teoture m~y be changed or dostroyed at any t1me by 

the state,. whic'b, 13 not 1n any respect l1mited as to the number of 

rights which ~y be given. 

o R D· E R: ... .- -- -.-
Applicot10n os ubovc ont1tled having been filed, public 

hearings thereon having been held, the matter hc,v1ng been subm1tted~ 

the COmmission being fully advised in the prem1~es and hereby 

finding thAt public conven1ence and necessity so requiro, 
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IT IS ORDE:RED: 

(1) Tho.t 0. certificate of public convenience and 

necossity be,' ~nd it hereby is, grflntcd to Vernon Woods, doing 

businC:}ss as Woods Truck Line, Cl.uthor121 ng the establishment and 

opcrltion of servico as a highway common carrier (as such term 

is dofined in $oct1on 213 o~, tho Public Uti1t1as COQ~) for ,tho 

tr~nsport~tion of general commodities~ except commodities in bulk , " 

in tonk trucKS or tank trQ~lors, commodities in mechanically 

rofrigeratod oquipment,. livostock and. commoditios inju.rious or 

contaminat ing to other lading; 

(a) Between S,o.cram~~nto and points and places wi thin a radius 

of ten l'I".11e s thereot',' on the one hand, and, .. on the other hand". 
• ~ . ' .' ~ .' .:,L. ~;; :. , t " . 

Gro.ss Valley, Neva.da C1ty,:'p01nt~ and places' within 'a radius; of 
• '- • ..;, i" 

five milefJ of Grass', Valley 'and of ;Nevada.' City and "1i:itermedio.t~" , 
• .,_ • I":, '. ~ \. , 

pOints on. Calitorn~a Highway 49 botwoe'n ;Nevo.da City and ~Aub-urn 'out 
, , 

not including Auburn. ,. • 
. .. ~ ~. 

, I. '. I '..I • 
','. . 

.' ',1"", 

(b) Loco.llybetween illl points on Ca11fornh\ H1ghwo.~(49 
, 

between Nevad~ Cit~ ~d ,Au~urn but not including Auburn" ,includ1ng 
. ' 

0.1:30 all points c.nd places within a. radius "of rive 'miles.of :GX"o.ss 

Valley and of said Nevada City, C~lirornia., 
, . ; , " " 

(2) That in prOviding service p~rsuant to thecert1ficate 

herein grsnted" applicOl:lt shull comply w1th o.ndobse'rve f the follow-

ing sorvice regulations: . (" 

( D. ) 

(b) 

: ' 

Within ,30 da.ys o.fter the ef1"'ectj:ve date , 
here!:>f, applicrult shall1"'ile a written 
f.lccepto.nce of tho cert11"'icate "herein granted. 

W1t~Ln 60 days after the 'effective date' " 
hereof, and on not less than 5 doys' notice 
to the Commission and the public, o.ppl1cflnt 
shAll csto.b11sh the service herein authorized 
and :C1le in triplicate ;o.nd c'oncurrontly, make 
effective appr,opr1o.te t~r,if~s 0:r:~ ti~etable s. 

!, .' 

(c) Subjc1ct to the o.uthority of this C~mm1ssion 
to change or.modify,them by further order".", '" ' 
opp11ccmt shall conduct ope rations ovor and 
along the following routes: 
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OV0r and a.long TJ. S. Highwa.y 40 a.nd stilt€) 
Highway 49. 
Over and along nny streets and highways in 
tho nrunod cities and to reach any pOints or: 
plo.cos in tho t:lreo.s surrounding so.idcit1os 
withir.. which app1icant is herein authorized 
to rer.l<lor S orvic e • 

The effective <la.te of this ordo'r shall be twenty (20) days 

after the dnto hereof. 

/ ..?~ 
Dntodat snn Franc1sco~ california, th1s ____ ~~~-------day 

or' ___ ~~;"';';;"~';""fZA'~7~<"~"';"'" __ ~ 19$2. 


