
Dec1sion No. 47342 

BEFORE THE !'UBLIC UTILITISS CO!.m.:ISSION OF ~EE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

App11oa~1on of the City of Ooconside, ) 
Californin, requosting an order ) 
authorizing the construction of a ) 
street 40 feet wide ncross the ) Application No. 33178 
E~eondido Branch of The A.tchison, ) 
Topeka and Santa Fe Railway at ) 
Tremont Street, wi thin the City of ) 
Oceanside. ) 

Ernest A. Taylor, Plannin~ Direotor) City of Oceanside, 
and J9r.lCS E. Neal, Chief Administrative Officer, C1ty of Ocean3ide~ 
for s,pplicant. Robert W. 'J·'alker, Henril M. Moffett. and Richard K.' 
Knowlton, for The AtChison. Topeka and. Santa. Fe Railway Company. 
protestants. Howard T. Richardson, in propria personna, and 
Paul Eckert. for Pacific Van and Storage Company, interested 
parties. 

By the above-numbered application the City of Oceanside 

seeks th.e Com.'Tl1ssion t s authority to construct Tremont Street at 

grade :9.cr03S two wyc tracks of The Atchison, Topeka. and Santa Fe 

Railway CO'D'.lpany, which tracks :;I.re a part of the company's Es'condldo 

Bran ch. 

Fub11c hearing in the matter was held at Oceanside on 

May 8 7 1952', at which time oral and documentary evidence was 

re cei vel:], M,d the matter was suomi tted for c.etermination. 

'I'remont Street runs in a general northwesterly and south­

easteI'ly dire ction paralleling Hill Street ('U. s. Highway 101), 

which 1:1 th.e p:01neil'ul artery for through vehicular traffiC, at a 

distance of' on" short block (about 2.7S feet). Applicant alleges 
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that a l'Mljor 1ndustr1al area is being developed immed1ately south-
, . 

east of ~~e tracks and that a crossing, at Tremont Street is neces­

sary in order to e11minate the hazard created by vehicles turning 

into and ("-1.t ot the tast-moving. traffic on U. S. Highway 101. It 

also cont1ends tha t the crossing 'is necessary to serve a bowling 

alley located southeast or' the'! tracks and in the same general area. 

The record shows tllatthe 1ndu3trial development reterred 

to consists primarily or warehouses which have been construct l3d in 

the area to provide storage for household effects of service people 

who are nlov1ng into or out of Camp Penclleton~ It appears that some 

75 to 100 van loads or those effects are transported into or out of 

these vuu'ehouses l:lonthly. The l'lUlnager of the Pacific Van and 

storage Company testified that trucks frequently travel south­

easterly on Tremont Street and, upon findinG it dead-ended at the 

track, are obli~;ed to turn around and go back to the highway in 

order to reach ~he warehouses. It is his contention that operating 

these vans into and out of the fast-mov1ns trafric on U. S. High­

way 101 constitutes a serious hazard, not only to the drivers or 

th.'rough vehicles but to the drivers or the moving vans as well. 

Applicant also contends that the proposed crossing would 

provide a sater means or a cce'ss to the bowling alley. Appli cant 

submitted evidence of vehicular counts tak'en b:'t the State Division 

of Highways which indicate that during July, 19S1, the avorage 

woekdElY and Sunday traffic a.long U. S .. Highway 101 in this vicinity 

was a).:lproXim tely 22,000 c",r3 pcr day.. Rail trat!'1 c on the 

Escondido BranCh consists of one freight train 1neach direction 

daily, s 1x days l'er week, at a speed of not to exceed 10 miles 
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per hour. The trains vary trom 6 to 30 cars in length, and addi­

tional movements might be necessary during certain periods ot the 

year. 

Approximately 400 feet southeast ot the site of the pro­

posed crossing there is a steep declivity, from 15 or 20 feet in 

height, dropping to a depression known as Loma Alta Creek. It 

would be impossible, without the expenditure of subst3ntial sums 

of money, to extend Tremont Street beyond this pOint, and there­

tore any development, industrial or otherwise, must necess~rily 

take place in the area between th10 point of drop and the railway 

tracks. The record shows that there are approximately 10 acres in 

this aren, a considerable portion ot which is now occupied by the 

warehousos and bowling alley. 

Exhibi t No. 1 is a map on which there is shown the pro­

posed lOI::at1on ot Sto.te Hi,shway Route 2 through the city ot Ocean­

side. While it was developed 0. t the hearinr; that the locat ion shown 

thereon is not entirely correct, it was agreed that the plans are to 

relocate the state highway 9.pproxims.tely as shown on t he exhibit. 

It was further Cl3reed that the construction or this new route throush 

Ocean~1d~ would rc~ult in a reduction o~ tra~~1c alone the present 
I 

highway l"oute by a minimum of 40 pe'r cent. thus reducing substan-

tially the hazard of accident to traffic entering or leaving the 

3ite of the 'b,ow11ng alley or warehouses. It ma:r be two or three 

years be~ore this state hiehway by-pass is constructed, but an 

analysis of the evidenoe in this proceeding leads to the conclusion 

that there is no greater hazard involved to traffic entering or 

leaving 'the stote highwa.y trom the area involved than is the' oase 

a.t any other street intersection with the highway ~here automatic 
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traffic signsls are not provided. On the other hand, any railroad 

grade cross1ng must be recognized as a point of potential hazard, 

and we believe the hazard which would be created it Tremont Street 

Vlere opened Vlould be t~r, greater than that which exists under 

present conditions. 

Further than this, the record ~hows that on occasions 

when the main line tracks D.re occupied by other trains, it would 

be ne ces~Hlry to hold ,trains coming into Oceansicle over the Es condido 

Branch \In':::.J. such time as the ma1n line was cleared. This would 

result in blockinG the proposed crossing at Tremont Street. 

In v1ew of the imminent construction of' the new state 

' .. 

highway route through Oceanside and the consequent reduet10n in 

trsffic volume over the presont rout~, plus the fact that Tremont 

Street, ,even if fully developed, could extend only a. short distance 

beyond th~~ site of the proposed crossing and would serve an ex­

tremely slnall .. number of establishments, we ::re or tho o~1nio:'l t:'l.::lt ~ 

/'it ,.,cuJi! :'lo·t ;"e in the public interest to authorize th e construction 

of a cross.ing at ~rade at this point, even though the rail traffic 

consists clf but one train a day .in each direction. The applica.tlon 

will be denied .. 

o R D E R - - - --

Public hearing having been held and the Commission being 

tully adVised, 

IT IS T-mREBY ORD:8RED that the application of the C1,ty of 

Oceanside to construct Tremont Street at grade over the Escondido 
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BrEmch of The Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway Com.pany be, 

and it hereby 1s t denied. 

The effective date of this order shall be twenty (20) 

days after the date ~eof." . 

»jlted at.\l!:Uu/~#A"1( ~cal1t'ol'n1a. th1s~ 
day of (.J<n g. t 19$2. 

f/I' 
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