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Decision No. _-'rI4 .... 7.-:;...:.a-1_5~t)~t_ 

BEFORE'THE PUBLIC._ UTILITIES COMMISSION OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

A"oolicat1on of the KERNVILLE' DOMESTIC ) 
\·IA.TER COMPANY J to increase flat rate ) 
chArge. Public Utilities Code, ) AppliC(ltion No. 33031 
Sec.'454. "".' ~. ) 

.1 J. . 'I 

. Andrew J. Patterson, in propria persona, applicant. 
Clyde Fl. Norris, for the Commission st~ff. 

-,-_.-
.', 'j, o PIN ION 

~--""'''---

Introductory Statenent 

Appiic~nt, A. J. Patterson, operates for the United States 

Government a public utility water system, known as Patterson Water 

System, which serves the re sidcnt s of Kernville, Kern County. This 

system was acquired by the United States Government from 1-lr • .1-\. J. 

Patt()rson as it is located in the reservoir arc:\. of the Isabella 

Dam. ~ nd Reservoir Pro je ct on Kern River. Upon completion of the 

project 1 Kerrlvill,~ will be ab.::lndoned and the P<ltterson Water System 

will ~7ase all op'~rations. 

Sev'?ral of the re sidon ts of the old townsite of Kernville. 

have moved a few miles north tc two new subdivisions known as Tract 

1513 and Tract 1563 which tORether comprise an unincorpor~ted area 

known CIS New Kernville. A map of the se two subdivisions has been 

introduced into evidence in this proceeding ;).s Exhibit No.1. This 
:.t 

new townsite is pr·:sently recci ving water service from the .:Ipplic~ ~t. 

;.. J. Po.tterson, doing business as Kernville ~ome stic Water Compc:\ny I . 
under the, ru~es', regulations end £Jnt rate schedule of the Patterson 

1'llltt::r Company. 

The i:tp!'lication here in h~s been filed by ~pplicC"nt for the 

purpose of obtPining ~uthorization from this Commission to increase .. 
the r~tes being chDrged for service rendered to the reSidents of ...... , 

New Kernville @.nd to h~ve the Commission establish on uniform schedule 

of metered rates. 
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A public, heuring on this application was held before 
_. .. - ... 

Examiner Cline, ,l~uesd;:!y, May 20, 1952, at New Kernville." The 

matter, ~as submitted am is now re ady for decision. 

Descri'Otion of System 

'. , The w:lter system was first dev~lop~d to serve customers 

in Tract 1513. The water is obti-lincd fro~ a'42-inch di8meter, 

20-foot deep, dug well which produces approximately 250 gallons 

p~r minute. After chlo~ination at the well the water is pumped 

by means of a 5 h.p."clectrico.11y driven pump into two 500-gallon 

pressure tanks. From the t[l.nks the water is delivered to 'customers 

at pressures ranging from 40 to 65 pourxis pe,r square inch through 

approximately 6,600 feet of distribution mains v(J.rying from 2 inches 

to 4 inchc-s in diameter. Fire protection is provided in this area , ' , 

by five, ,3-inch wh<lrf hydr~nts. The ~pplicant invested in this sytcm 

the 'Oroceeds from. the sD.le of the P~tterson ~"'a~er Sys tem to the 

United Stat~~ Government, r.lS well ~ s other funds of his own. There 

is no out~tanding indebtedness. 

The woter system distribution facilities in Tract 1563 

,have b~etl installed ~t the expense of the subdivider, the Kernville:, 

Development Co., under an arrcngemcnt whereby ap'Olicant pays to the 
• ", • , • It· 

subdivider one-h..,!\lf of the revenues received from weter service in 

this area until such time as the subdivider has received one-half of 
• • '. " I .,; 

the cost of the facilities. At that time ~ll of the f~cilities in 
• • I ~" ' ••• -4 ~. ~~ i. I 

Tract 1563 will be, turned over to ~pplicant. 
• • • " I • • 

These f"cilities con-
I I, l . ,. 0',; 

sist of sever~l thousand feet of d~stribution mo.ins~ a 20,qOO-g,~11on 

st.~cl storage ,.t.~I'l,k) .;'1nd eight fire hydrants. To date these ft'!cilitie 

have cost $15,726.85, of which $31~.50 h~s been paid by applicant and 

the bol~nce of which represents funds invested by the Kernville 

Development Company. 

By re~son of the cxponsion of the wi':l.t~r system, appliccnt 

is drilling <; second well at th~ place design<,?,tcd on the map intro-

duced in evidence as Exhibit No.1. Applic?nt testified thtlt at 
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le~st a 10 h.p. motor will be instclled at the new well and that his 

power bill will triple b~c;!luse of the increase in the number of con­

sumers ~nd because of the higher lift ~o the nP.w storage tank in 

Tract 1563'~. .A ,supply of water was reached in the first well at 

a depth of 20 i'e·et. The new well has a lready been dug to ? depth 

of 35' feet ani Dn effort is now being made to obtain an adequate 

supply of water by dri lling deeper ~ . 

Applicant 'testified that he has obteined from the county . 
the necessary permits to enable him to l~y his water mains in the 

county ro'ads', an,d alleys. 

Applic.?nt further testified t~t no other water system 

serves or is :.;ble· to serve woter for domestic consumption in New 

Kernville. The record shows th~t the rights previously held by the 

owners of thl? r . .J1.ch r.ow being subdivided to t~ke water from the Kern 

River for irrigD.tion purposes have been tr.nlSferred to purcho'1.sers of 

lots in the subdivi5ion. Such irrigation w~ter is available from >n 
" 

. ' 

irrigation di tch mDintained by the prop0rty owner s on a cooperative 

b::lsis. Some 'consumers) howev~r) desire to use water furnished by 

e,pplic~nt to irrigete all or D .p:.~rt of their property becaus e of the 

o?xpense invo lv~d in di verti ng water to their property from the irriga­

tion di tcll. 

As of D€~ce:nber 31) 1951) 36 customers were beil'lg served by 

:?pplic~:lt. ,At :the )~eari ng applicCJ,nt tcstific d th~ t he Wi:lS. servi ng 

51 customers ond th.:lt '.-lithin th0 n~xt six months 12 new services 

would be ndded.. There C'lre 2;3 lots in the two subdivisions plus an 

additi.on-?l six or seven lets which may be later subdivided which c~n 

be ~erved by :appli·:r->nt' s water system. 
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Present l'nd Pro pos ed ~Rotes 

The flat' r.=!tes whi ch. applicant is presently ch~rging and 

(the proposed rates)are- as follows: 

Rates per Month 

Dwellin~ with b~th 
household only ~ 

Pre'sent 

$ '2.00 

Yard irrig.?tion in connection 
wi th dwelling on 50-foot' lot' 1.00 

(M<:'rch through 
October) 

Yard irrigation of v~cant lot 2.00 
(M.:lrch through 

October) 

Circulating eV3porating type 
w~t er co oler s 

Proposed. 

$ 2.50 

1.50 
(For 12 Months) 

.50 per 1,000 
sq.' ,ft.. 

(May through Oct.) 

~ .. ,,"" 
.25 !' 

(Mny through Oct.) 

Applicant also requests authority to establish flat rates 

for certtin services which M.ve previously not been listed in his 

schedule of ro.t€sJ end .he h~s r~quested the Commission to est::..blish 

on altern~tivc schedule of metered r~tes •. 

R?te Bt!se 

The Commission std'f engineer in Exhibit No •. 2 shows a 

rate bas~ of $13,236 for the immedi~te future. He testified th1'lt he 

own.~d by'the subdivid.er. As the t.estimony·of' witness A. J. P.:"tterson 

shows that he h~s invested $311.50 in the fecilitics in Tr~ct 1563 , 

thi5 Pl1l0unt will ,be added to the stt:iff engimer's estimate to arrive 

~t 0 rnte bose of $13~597.50 which will be used by the Commission for 

cs.king com'P'Ut~tions in this proceeding •. 
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R~v~T\uesJ Expenses and E~rnings 

The Commission engineer's report, ~s edjUSted, showed the 

estimated <=-1nnu81 operating revenues for the immediate future to be 

$3 J 535; the maintenance and oper8ticn expenses as $),1$0, resulting 

in a net revenue of $355. This latter sum will produce a return of 

2.6% on the r<'.t'~ b~se of $13,597.,0', which is considered. a reasonable 

return on fin in,restment in C\ system tmt is still in a development 

stage. 

Consumer Interest 

A relatively large number of consumers appeared at the 

heering, many of whom p~rticipated by making statements from the 

witness st~nd ~nd by questioning witnesses. 

Some of 't?he co ns umers oppos ed any rste increase on the 

grounds thpt the future ~nticipated incre~se in the number of con­

sumers
J 

as a result of construction of new homes and business es~ab~ 

lis{~ents, will result in add1tionalrevenues; that consumers should 

he requir~d to pay fl~t ra~es for water used for irrigation only dur~ 

ing months 'men such u.se is ordinarily m.,de of water; that mo!lnY,of 

th~ ~sidents of New Kernville are pensioners ~nd cannot afford an 
. 

ir.crease in wa.ter rates; and th::'t the actue.l gc:'soline expense of 

applic~nt is higher th~n should be all~ed by the Commission bec~use 

applic~nt lives in Bakersfield. 

Some obj ection ~as exp rcssed oecaus e ~pplictl nt in the 
~ 

-
middl~ of 1951, commenced cn;:r ging .$1 per month for the us e of water .:---

~ 

fo:- irrigation purposes in addition to the ch~rge for service for 

household use. This was exp J..a ined fit the heDr1 ng by testimony to 

the effect th~t the original schedule. of r;;lt0s did not contemplate 

the use of water for irrigation purposes and that the additional 

ch~rge was m~de only ~ft~r the filing of the new r~te with th~ 

Commission on June 11, 1951~ 
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Othe r cons Unlers testified th.:!t they be licve an increase in 

the water rates is justified ~nd they ~rc in r~vcr of the Commission~ 

~uthorizing ~n increase. 

Cone lusi ons 

\'le hereby find th.:"lt the o.pplicont A. J. P~ttersonJ doing 

business as Kernvi lle Domestic Water C';j:npany) is e ng~ged in the opera~ 

tion of ~ public utility water system in the unincorporated area 
, " 

known ~s New Kcrr~ville) Kern County, ~nd th~t public convenience and 

necessity require this Commission to ~rmit :pplic~nt to continue to 

do sc at the rntes ~uthorized in Exhibit A att-? ched hereto, which 

r~t~5 we hereby find to be r8sson2ble. 

o R D E R - - ...... --
The abov€-entitled application having been conSidered, a 

public he.;~ring having been held, the m.!ltter wving been submitted 

~nd now being rc~~y for deCision, 

IT IS HEREBY FOUND AS A FACT that public convenience and 

necessity require the operation of a public utility water system 

by A. J. Pattereo;t, .d6ing business under the name of Kernville: 

Domestic Water Company, in the subdivisions known ~s Tract 1513 and 

Tr,:'ct 1563 which together comprise the urlincorpor~ted to\'m of New 

K0rnvi11e .?n:i which ~re more p."rticularly deline·'='ted upon the mo.p 

int:coduced into ovidence in this proceeding .ns Exhibit No.1, Cl.nd 

th;!lt the increases in r~tes and ch.?rgcs authorized herein a.re 

justifie d; there fore J ' " . -

IT IS HEREBY ORD:ffi ED th.!lt zpp1icpn t skY' 11: 

1. File with this Commission J within thirty (30) days 
after the effect ive date of this order J in con­
form~nce with the provisions of Gcner~l Order No. 96, 
four copies of the schedule of rates attached hereto 
.'='s Exhibit AJ together with· four copies of rules and 
regu1:l tions and servic c .";.rt) a rna p ;:. ccept::·.blc to this 
Commission, end) on not. less th~n five (5) days' 
notice to the public and this Commission, to mcke 
sr'id rotes J rules C'nd rep:u1~tions effective for all 
w~t er sr;:rvic e re ndere d on or I.'.fter the first day of 
A~st) 10 52. 
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Filc~th ',-Chi's ;,'Commission J ","wit,h1in ;'to'rty :,(-40) days 
~f'ter ·the eff~'Cti ve d? teof '-this 'o):'der I • fo:u:r ' copies 
ofa:co·mpreh~nsive mAp, d-rt),wn'to ~n irx1icated sc.:-le 
of "pprox1mete,ly 60 feet ~to ·'the inch, delineating 
:by ;)ppropr.i~te ~rkings the :tr~cts of ~l:;lnd nnd the 
.territory se-rvcd ~nd t h?loct.1ti on of' tre prop0rty 
of tip. plieant .• 

The ~uthorization herein gr?nted will lapse 'if not 

exercised within one '('1,) year from the date he reof. 

The e~rective d~te of this order Sh~ll be twenty (20) 

doys ~fter··the dDte hereof. ... 

;
ated at xIiz«~at("* < wi "Jr! Ctllifornia, 

day of .:? l/ p';? . 1952; 

this 

-7-" 

COmmissioners. 

... ,,~ _ potor E. M1 tchel'lJ Co ... :';li::l" .. otlc ........................................ being 
nocco~~rily ~b3cnt. did not psrt1c1~$tc 
in the dis~osition of this ~roeoodi~. 
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APPLICABILITY 

EXHIBIT A 
Pa.ge 1 of 4 

Schedule No •. 1.· 

}'U.T RATE vJATER SERVICE ----------

Applica.ble to all water service rendered on a.-flat rate ba.sis. 

TERRITORY 

In and in the vicinity of the uhincorporated town of New Kern~lle, 
Kern County~ .!los deline~ted on the ma.p contained. in the tariff schedules •. 

Dwellin,~ without bath, household U3e only •• 

Each additiona.l dwcllin~ without b~th located 
on the same lot and served throup;h the same 
service cOIMection,. household use only 

. .. . . .. 

Dwellin~ with b3.th, household u~e only • • 

EfJ.ch ndditional dwc.lling wit!1 bath loca.ted on 
the sace lot and served throu~h the same 
service conneetion, household'usc only •••• 

Ya.rd irrigation in cOMection with dwollJ.ng for 
first 7,SOO ~q~~re feet including area on which 
dwe1l4~g is situated. (Service to be used only 
during and charge to be made only for months 
~~reh throu~h Octob~r, both inclu3ive. 
Not included in dwelling cha.rge.). ......,. 

Yard irrigation in connection with dwcllinp; for 
area in excess of 7,500 square feet including 
aren on which dwellin~ is situated. (Service to 
be used only during and ch~rRe to be made only 
for months XI).rch throup,h October, both inclusive. 
Not included in' dwelling char.r:.e.) • • • • • • .• • 

. . . 

. . . 

$1 •. 50 

l~OO . 
2.50 

2.00 

1.50 

.50 per 
l,Ooo 
sq. ft,;. 
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MT~ (c:mtinucd) 

. ~ " 

'EXHIBIT'A 
Page :2 or 4. 

Schedule No.1 

FLAT RATE WATER SERVICE 
- -r1'I '--~ -\ ". ·ntlnU~v.; 

Irri~~tlQn usc not in conn~etion with dwellin~. 

(Scrvic~ to be used only durln~ and ch~r~e to be 
mad~ only for month~ May throu~h October, 
both inc1uoive.) • • • • • • .'. . . • 

'. 

.50, per 
1,000 
se. ft. 

($.2. $0 mi.."'I.:tmum) 

Motel.fi 'J.nd hotel:!', .rir~t unit incl1,ldi~R living 
quarte rs .. . • . .. .. .. .. '" .. . . . . .. .. . .. ... .2.50 

Ea.ch ad,jitional motO!ll a.nd hot()l unit up to ::md 
including 10 • . • . • . • . .. ; . • . • . ~ : . . 

Each adoltional motel und hotel unit over 10 

Small eomce~eial ostablishments with toilet and 
lavatory !acilitict\ only • • • • • ~ • .. ... . . 
Scrvie~ ~tations and ga~~g~s . • • . 

Restaurants,. bars ~md r .O.O.F. HtIll •. : •.. • • • • • lit 

Circulatin~ evnporativc type water coolers. 
(Service to be u:ed only d1lrinR; 1lnd 'cha.r~e to 

.2.00 

1.50 

2.50 

4.00 

5.00 

'be made only for months M.:l.,v· thrC'luc;h October, both ' 
inelu~ive~) .•••••.•. ~ .. II ........ • '. .25 

Water wastin,~ evaporative cy'ope cooler:;. (Service 
to be useci only durin~ o.nl charr,e to be made, only 
for months May throu~h October, both inclu5ive.) • • •• 1.00 
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.gECIAl CONDrrrONS 

EXHIBIT- A 
Pa.ge 3 of 4 

Schedule No.1 

1. All servicc3 not covered by above classifications will 
be furnished water only on a measurod basis. ' 

..--
2. Unaer no circ~tances Will irrigation be permitted through 

open hoses. 

3. Meters may be installed at the option of t he utility or the 
consumer only for above service classifications where the flat rate or 
the combined flat rates equal t2.50 or'more per month, in which event 
service will thereafter be rendered only on the basis of Sehedule No. <1 
Cener~l Metered Water Service. - . 

--
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Schedule No. 2 

GENERAL METERED 'IA.'IER S~VICE 

APPLICABIY .. ITY 

Applicable to all service :rendf~:red on a metered basis. 

TERRITORY 

In 3.lld in the vicinity of the unincorpora.ted town ot 
New Kern~Llle, Kern County, ~s delineated on the map contained 
in the tar:i.!! schedulos .. 

RATES 

~nt:i.ty Charges: 

First 
Next 
Next 
Next 
()ver 

700 cubic feet, per 100 cu. ft. 
1,300 cubic teet, per 100 cu. ft .. 
2,000 cubic teet, per 100 cu. ft. 
3,000 cubic feet, per 100 cu. ft. 
7,000 cubic feet, per 100 cu .. ft. 

Minimu:m Ch..:lrgcs: 

Per Keter 
Per B"nth 

•. ~ .• $ 0.35 
...... .30 
•.•.. .25 

.20 · .... .. 15 

For S/8 x 3/J..-inch meter .. .. .. .. .. .. • • $ 2.J..S 
For 3/l.-inch meter • .. .. .. .. .. .. • .. oooo 4.00 
For l-inch meter .. • .... 6.00 
For It.-inch meter. 
For 2-inch meter • • • • 

.. • .. ... ,OO. 10.00 
• .. .. 16.00 .. . 

The lI.inimum Chargo will c nti tle the 
oonsumor to the qUolntity of wator which 
~t monthly mintmum charge Will purcholse 
at the Quantity Charges. 


