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Decision No. 47458 ORIGINAL 
BEFORE TEE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION OF TEE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter ot the Application of ) 
DENNIS PETTAS to soll and. of JAJVrES RANGES ) 
and JI~WY c. CAVALtAS, oopartners, to ) 
purchaze .. operative rights to conduct ) 
operations as a possenger stage corporation) 
between Pi't:tcburg .. Contro. Costa County" ) 
o.nd adjacc:Clt territory, together with ) 
certain automotivo equipment. ) 

) 

-------------------------------------) In the Mc.tto'r of the Application of 
DENNU, PETTAS to sell, and of S .. J. 
~L~YJOFFO and V. P. BILtECI, copartnors .. 
to purcruwc .. operative rights to conduct 
operllti on~3 as a. passenger stage corporlil-

.' tion betw()on Pittsburg, Contra Costo. 
County, ol:ld ~djacenttorr1 tory .. together 
with cert:Qin automotive oquipment. 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) , , 
) 
) 

Leslie N. Bradshaw, tor all applicants. 

o PIN ION 
~-- ... ----

Application No. 33409 

hpplication No • .33481 .. 
as amendod. 

By Application No. 33409 Dennis Pettes soeks authority 

to sell and transfer and James Ranges and Jimmie G. Cavallas, as 

partners, request authority to purchase and acquire the right to 

operate the passenger stage corporation operative rights and equip­

ment as follows: 

(a) The operation of: an. auto stage line as a common 
carrier of passengers between Pittsburg and the 
industries situated along t he public' highwny 
extending eo.st of the city limits, 0: disttlnce of 
o.bout one and one-half miles, and intermediate 
pOints, as authorized by Decision No. 13966, 
dated August 27, 1924, in Application No. 9766, 
including the transportation of: passengers between 
Pittsburg, on the one hand" ~nd the canneries of: 
Hickmott Canning Company, Western California 
Canners and California Packing Company located 
in or adjacent to Antioch, on the other hand, 
during canning seasons, as authorized by Decision 
No. 33987, dated March 11, 1941, in Application. 
No. 239$7; and 
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(b) The operation of un auto stage line for the 
transportation of passengers and baggage, as 
a common carrier, botwoen Enos Tract, Pittsburg 
and the industries in the Vicinity of Pittsburg, 
and intermedi~te pOints, as Quthor1zed by Docision 
No. 38288, dated October 9, 1945, in Application 
No. 26794. 

(c) The automotive equipment cons1sts ot two busos, 
,a 1947 Model Dodge 32-passenger capacity conch and 
a 1941 Model Whito 30-passongor capacity coach. 

The proposed purchAso prico is $8,500 of which ~lOOO is 

to be paid in cash and the balance to be covered by an unsecured 

nonintcrost bearing promissory noto, payable 1n the sum of $150 

each month for forty-seven consecutive months and the remainder on 

th0 forty-eighth month after the oxecution or: said note. The 

reasonable valu0 of the automotive equipment proposed to bo trans­

ferred and the portion of the pr1ce to be paid for it is stated to 

be $4,000. 

As justificat10n for grant1ng the requested relief tho 

application alleges that: 

(c.) Applicant Dennis Pottas is ovc:r sixty yoars of 
age, in'poor health and phYSically unable to 
continue to give to the business the necessary 
supervision and attention required to provide 
.o.deq,uate Dlld efficient transportat ion servico. 

(b) Applicants Hungcs o.nd Cavallas ore younger men, 
1n good health, have for some time in the PQst 
been employed by o.pplicont Pettos, have had 
I:onsidcrablc experience as drivors and in doing 
lncchD.nic:\l work in the repair and servicing of 
llutomot1ve equipment and, being confident ot 
their ability to mo.no.ge and conduct the operations 
in a successful nnd officient mnnncr, Qrc dos1rous 

of acquiring the operative ~1ghts snd ~~ui~ment 
herein involvod. 

(c) ~rhat, in the opinion of applicants, Ranges and' 
Cnvallns oro f1nancinlly nblo to undortnko tho 
propo3ed transaction; that applicant Hanges has 
::t residence, including household :f'urni turo, and 
Iln automobile of the nggrego.te value ot o.pproximatoly 
$15,500.00, all fu11-r paid tor, as well "'" II bank 
1,alanc~ of about $2,~OO.OO, and has no indebt~dness; 
that applicant C~v~ll~s has a b~nk balance of 
$2,300.00, is the logal ownor ot an automobilo 
and does not owe debts of any kind; and that both 
Hanges nnd Cavallas ho.ve been residonts ot the 
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community for a number of years. Based upon 
traffic handlod betwoen the paints covered by 
the operative rights herein involved during 
the year 19$1, the annual oporating'revenues 
nmount to opproximntely $18,2$0.00, as compared 
with direct operating expenses and insurnnee 
which npplicnnts estimo.te to be obout$9,077.00. 

(d) That tho proposod tr~sQction will not rosult in 
any impairment 01' sorvice to the public, or in 
any change in rAtes~ to.res or regulQtions per­
taining thereto, or affoct t he operations or 
traffic of o.ny other carrier now opernt1ng under 
the jurisdiction 01' tho Comm1ssion; and that, in 
the op1n1on of applicants, tho c1rcumstances nnd 
conditions surrounding tho proposed transaction 
are such that 0 public hearing upon this'applica­
tion is unnecessary. 

By Application No. 33481 0.0 am~nded, Dennis Pettas seek3 

author1ty to sell and transfer and S. J. Mayjoffo and, V. P. B1l1eci 
I 

as partners :requost author1 ty to purchaso and acquire the r1ght to 

oporo.te the :passengcr stage corporation operative rights and equip­

ment as follows: 

(9.) 

(b) 

( c ) 

The operation of sr.. auto stage line as a" common 
carr1er of passengers between Pittsburg, C~p 
Pittsburg, camp Stoneman and Columbia Park and 
intermediate po1nts over certain deSignated 
public highways, as authorized by Decision No. 
36814, dated January 11, 1944, in Application 
No. 2,601, and between camp Stoneman and Pittsburg 
Heights and intermediate points via Garden Heights 
3ubdiv1sion over certain designated public high­
ways as an extension to and consolidation with 
the certificate of publiC 'convenience and necessity 
granted by Decision No. 36814, as authorized by 
Decision No. 39717, dated December 16, 1946, in 
Application No. 2$bOl; and 

The oporation of an auto stage lin~ B$ a common 
carrier of passengers between Pittsburg and 
Pittsburg High School, excepting during vacation 
periods, over certain designated public highways, 
as authorized by Decis10n No. 19960, dated June 
29, 1928, in Applic~t1on No. 14751. . 

The automotive equ1~mcnt consists or three buses, 
one 1947 Model Dodg,) 3$-pas senger capacity coach; 
one 1940 Model Whit tEl 30-passenger capacity coach; 
and two 1945 Model Ford 27-passenger· capacity 
coaches. 

The proposed purchase prico is $1$,500 of which the sum, 

of $3,000 is to be paid in cash and the balance is to be covered by 
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an unsecured noninterost bearing promissory note, payable in the 

sum of $,300 tor forty consecutive months and the remainder during 

the forty-first month after the exocution of said note. The 

reasonable v$L1uO of the equipment proposed to be tra.nsferred is 

alloged to bo $6,000. 

As justifica.tion for granting the requested re11cf 

applicsnts alloge that: 

(a) Applicant Dennis Pott:lS is over sixty years 01' 
age, in poor health ru~d physically unable to 
continue to give to the business the necessary 
supervision and attontion required to provide 
ndequo.to and officient trsr.i,sportation sorvice. , 

(b) Applicants Mayjofto and Billeci, pursuant to 
nuthority granted by the Co~n1ss1on in Decision 
No. 44909, dated October 17, 19$0, in Application 
No • .31813, for some time in tho pa.st have been, 
o.nd o.re now, engD.~ed in oporations as 0. "passenger 
stage corporstion l botween Pittsburg, Camp 
Pittsburg and C~~p Stoneman over certain designatod 
public highwa.ys in large part along the s~o 
route served by applicnnt Pettas. They des1re to 
acquire the opera.t1ve rights of app11cant Fettes 
and tho oquipment herein involved in ordor to 
provido D. morc oconomicnJ. servico, with resultant 
savings in operating expenses, which cnnnot be 
~ccomp11shod under preser.t conditions, whereby 
two competing carriers arc serving an area of 
limited traffic possibi11ties. The equipment to 
be acquired from applicant Pettes can be used to 
advantage by Mayjoffo and B111ec1 in operat1ons 
between the points herein involved. 

(c) That applicant: Mayjoffo and B11lec1 are financially 
able to consummato the proposed transaction and it 
will not result in any impairment ot sorvice to the 
public, or 1n any cha...'"lge in rates, tar.os or regula­
tiono, or affect the oper!\t1ons or traff1c of any 
other cnrriers now operating under the jurisdic­
tion ot the Commission. 

P'ublic hearing on said Applica.tions Nos • .33409 and 3.3481 

wns held 1n Pittsburg, Ca.lifornia, on June 27, 19$2, before 

Examiner Rowe at which time oral and documenta~J evidence was 

adduced and the mD.'tters were duly submitted for decision. No one 

a.ppeared ill opposi tion to either qf sa.id o.pplic e.tions. 

Certa1n of the present operat1ve rights ot applicant Pe.ttc.s 

are confus,ed !lnd uncerta1n as to the routes over which the respective 
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public services are to be conducted. Public convenience and 

necessity require that the routes which uppliconto Hangcs unO. 

Cavallas o.s po.:rtners and. applicants M.ay jofto and Billeci shOoll 

use in their r';)spective operntions be defined in deto.il. Approvnl 

ot these propo;sed transactions will be condit~oned upon the 

purchasing applicants being restricted to the routes which Will 

b€.J set torth i:o. the following orders. As so conditioned tho 

Commission tinds trom the evidence of record thnt. the. requested 

trc.nsfers o.ro :n.ot o.dversc to the public interest. said applicQt10ns 

will therefore be granted upon the terms herein indicated. 

The action truten heroin shall not be construed to be 0. 

finding of the valuo of t he rights and properties heroin a.uthorized 

to be transferred, ~nd we hereby pl~ce applicants upon notico tho.t 

operative rights, as such, do not constitute a class ot property 

which may bo capitalized or usod as an clement of value in rate­

fix~ng1 for anY' nmount of money in excess of thnt .originally paid 

to the state 0.$ the consideration for the grant of such rights. 

Aside from their purely permissive aspect, they extend to the 

holder a full I~r partial ~onopoly. This nonopoly feature mny be 

chnnged or destroyed at any time by the state, Which is not
1 

in 

nny re:~pect1 lim1ted to the m.~.mbor of righ'cs which mo.y be given. 

o R D E R 
~ -- ..... -

,Applications cs nbove ~ntitled having beon filed, a 

public hoaring having boen held thereon, the Commission boing fully 

advised in the premiscS 1 and tho matters bei~g under submission, 

IT IS ORDERED: 

(1) Thnt Dennis Pcttas 1 after the efroct1vo do. to hereof 

~nd on or before September 1, 1952, may soll and transfer the 

oporat:tve rights granted by DeCision No •. 13966, dD.ted August 27, 

1924, :T.n App1j.c~t1on No. 9766; Dcc1 sion No. 33987, dntod March 11, 
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1941, in Application No. 23957 and by Decision No~ 38288, dated 

October 9,1945, 1n Application No. 26794 together with tho 

OpurG1jlV~ pr~p~r~J g~~9P1bed in the opinion of th1s dec1sion as 

proposed to bo tra.ns!'orrod to Ja.ro.os Ranges and J1l11l'1l1e O. Cf.l.vllllas 

as co:po.rtnorSI und they mD.y acctuire said operative rights and 

properties ar.ld pay therefor the sum 01' ~l,OOO in cash and deliver 

their nonintc1rost bellr1ng promisoory note to app11co.:nt Potttt,., in 

the sum. of $7,$00 po.ynble $150 ellch month for forty-seven 

consecutive nlonths and the 11 emaindor on the forty-eighth month 

utter th.e eX(lcut ion of sl.lid note, nll or which sums a.re found by 

th~ Commiss1on to be reasonnbly required for said purchase and are 

not reasonably chargeable to operating expenses or to income and 

ufter said- 1l(~quis1 tion said partners may engage in the ,tronsporta- , 

t10n business pursuQnt to said operative rights, said sale and 

transfer to bo made purs~nt to tho terms of the agreemont, copy of 

which is attached to said Application No. 33409 as Exhibit "Alt. 

(2) Thc,t the o.uthori ty hore in gro.nted by ordering 

pSl'o.graph (1) herein is sub ject to the :rollo~ing conditions: 

'(a) Within thirty (30) days after the consummat1on 
of the transfer herein uuthorized the o.pplicar..ts 
shall notify the Commission in writing of that 
fact and- shall, within said, period, file w1th 
the Commission 0. true copy of the note as 
actually exocuted snd of any bill of sale or 
other instrument of tr~nsrer which may havo beon 
executed to effect said tr~stcr. 

(b) App11c~ts shall, within sixty (60) days' aftor 
the erfectiv,;:: d~\to horeof, file in triplicflto, 
and concurrently m~0 effectivo, appropriate 
taritfs end any timo schodules on not less th~~ 
five (.$) dOoYo' notice to tho COmmission and 
the public. 

(c) Subject to tho o.~thority of this Commiss1on to 
chnnge them at any time applicants James Hanges 
and Jimmie G. C~v~llas shall conduct oporations 
over the following ro~tes: 
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(1) Between the intorsection of Fifth and 
Blaek D1umond Stroets in Pittsburg, 
C~lirorni~,and the plant of Pioneer Rubber 
Mills, lying eusterly ot said City ovor 
and along Black Diamond Stroet, Third 
street, Columbi~ street, California State 
Highway 24 ~nd an unnamed public rood to 
Pioneer Rubber Mills. 

(11) Between tho intersection of Fifth and Black 
Diamond Streets in Pittsburg, California, 
and the intersection of Mary's Avenue and 
Water Str00t in the Enos Tra.ct over and along. 
Black Di~uuond Street) West Tohth Streot, 
California Stato Highway No. 21 and Mary's 
Avenue.. Also ulong Loftus Rood, Hanlon Wo.y 
and Bny View Avenue south of said State 
Highway No. 21. Also ulong Bello Monte 
Avenuo, Jefferson Street, Clevelund Avenue, 
South Stroot, Madison Avenue, Alves Lane 
and Water Stroot all south of said State 
Highway 21. Also around and contiguous to 
the Alves Subdivision along ~lv~s street, 
Enos Avenue and Hill Street. Also ~long 
Manor Drive south trom said Stato Highway 
21 through Ambrosia Manor. 

(iii) Botweon tho intersection of the unn~ed public 
roed referrod to in subpar~gro~h (1) ~bove 
California Stato Highway No. 24 and the 
c~nn~r10s of Hiclanott Canning Comp~ny, Western 
C~lifornia Canneries nnd California packing 
Company in and adjacent to Antioch over and 
along said State Highway No. 24. 

(d) Applicnnt shall pay the minimum toe to this 
Commission of $25.00. ' . -" (3) That Dennis Pettes aftor tho effective date horo.of 

and on or before September 1, 1952, ~y so11 and transfer the 

operative rights granted b1' Dec1s1on No. 36814, dated January ll·~ 

1944, in Application No. 2$601, Decision No~ 39717, datod Doc~mber 

16, 1946, in Application No. 25601 and Doci~ion No. 19960, dated 

June 29, 1928, in Applieo.tion No. 14751, together with tho oJX)rativo 

property described in the opinion of this decision as proposed to 

be transferred to S. J. Mayjorfo and ·V~ P. Billeci 0.3 copartnors 

and they may acquire sn1d opera.tive rights and properties o.nd '!,oy 

therefor the sum or $3,000 in cash o.nd deliver their nonintore':5t 

coa r1r..g promi~30ry note to applicant Petto.s in the sum of $12,$00 

payable $300 for rorty consecutivo months and the remnindor during 
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the forty ... f'irs~c month Ilf'tor the execution of' said noto, all of 

wh1ch sums nre found by the COmmission to be reo.sonnbly requirod 

f'or s~id purcrulse and arc not roasonably chargeable to opernting 

expenses or to income and af'ter said acquisition said partners 

mD.y engago in the tronsportat1on bus1nes's pursuant to snid operative 

rights, so,id sale and trnn.sfer to bo mode pursuant to the terms 0"£ 

the agreement, copy of which 13 attached to said Applic~t1on No. 

33481 as Exh1bj~t "A". 
',' .. , 

(·4) That the authority herein granted by ordering 

paragraph (3) herein is subject to the follow1ng conditions: 

(a) Within thirty (30) days after the consummation 
of the transfer herein authorized the applicants 
shall notify the Commission in writing of that 
fact and sholl within said period, file with the 
Commission 0. true copy of the note as actually 
executed and of ~y bill of sale or other instru ... 
mont of' trnnsfer wh1ch mny have been executed to 
effect said transfer. 

(b) Applicants shall within sixty (60) days after 
the effective date hereof, file in triplicate 
nnd concurrently make eftective appropriate 
tariffs and any timetables on not less than 
f'ive (5) days' notice to the Commission and 
the pUblic. 

(c) Subject to the authority of this Commission to 
change them at any time applicants Mayjoffo and 
Billeci sholl conduct operations over the 
following routes: 

(1) Between the interseetion of' Second Streot 
and Railroad Avenue and the intersection 
of Marks BoulevD.rd and said Railroad Avenuo 
over nnd along said Railro.o.d Avenue. Also 
from Railro~d hvenue along East Tenth 
Street, Ho.rbor Street, School Street, 
Liberty Stroet, 'Columbia Circle, Liberty 
Street, nnd California Street to Railroad 
Avenue. Also from Railroad Avenue along 
School Streot to cntrl\nce of' Pittsburg·. 
Highway School. Also from Roilrond Avenue 
along Alvarado Avenue, Stevenson Strcet~ 
Robinson Avenue ond Sherman Street to 
Alvarndo Avenue. Also from Railroad Avonue 
along Marks Boulevard, Ramona Stroet" Mar ,::. 
Avenuo, Si1no Street (also known as Seeno), 
Linsche1d Drive, Madeline Street and 
Manville Avenue to Railroad Avenue. 
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(5) App11co.nt sholl p~y' to the Comm1ss1on the mintmum 

fee of $25.00. 

(6) The t both app11cnnt purcho.sers mAY.' tu;?:n their 

vehicles at intersect10ns or· by operat·ing· o.round: tl. block contiguous 

thereto in either direction or in o.ccordQnco with. local regulations •. 

The 'Itrective date or this order 1,3 twenty. (20) days' 

nttor the date horoor.~ 

Dated ll~~ £1~1':'IA , CO-lit-ornic., this, 
xl " n 

/,J;;. - dny of 'k.t" r=- ' 1952~ 
. .7 I . 

'-'. ... ~ 

COMMISSIONERS 
' .... , " .. 

Co~mlssio'!lor ... ~~~Jl?:;: .. r_· ... q,;t:~~~9.';" ••• ~· bo1:cg 
noc00s~rily ~Qsc~t. d~d not ~o.r~1c1pato 
1n tho dls~o~ition of this ~roco~d1~. 

Co~::::i.:::~lonor ... ~!~~.~"~· .. ~:.~!~ .. : bOltlg> , 
noces~~rily ~O~cnt. did not po.rtlci~~te 
in tho dlD:PO:li tlon o£ th:l5 :procoeding. 
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